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adventure even to the social proseription of

of fair intent. Who will
to leave his family without
immediate anfl and plenarﬁ' defense?

FriDAY, 2d, NooN.—The woman
elder girl still linger. But the doctorsin
attendance says they cannot long suryive.
They are lying at the house of Bro. Horace
Tracy. I saw them this morning; and also
in company with bro, E. and S, Hiaft visit-
ed the house where the awful tra was
perpetrated. The blood of the vie-
tims almost drenched the floor. The hor-
ror of the deed was vividly before us.

The Probate Court for Weber Coun
commenced its sitting on Tuesday. Gra
and traverse juries were empanneled, A.
Minor, Esq., acts as presecuting attorney.
A true bill of indict meﬁvwﬂs presented to-
day against Garrett Wi erton for killing
Sinclair, the defiler of his wife. The case
will be ealled to-merrow morning at 10
o'clock. Seth M. Blair, ¥Esq., appears as
counsel for Wolyerton. No person here
entertains the idea that Esq. Seth’s persua-
sive strains will be at all requisite to re-
mind the j
juit the pr%r. ‘ :

There ig eopsiderable business in, pros-
pect, and, the tern
L'“l"‘ffu!’»:‘kﬂﬂ' -

the passer-by
dare hereafter
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DISCOURSKIE
72y Blder GEQO. €. CANNON, delivered
in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
March 28th, 1869,
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REPORTED BY DAVID W, EVANS,

The remark is frequently made to the
Elders of Israel when preaching the
gospel, that “‘if their testimony be true,
a1l the rest of the world are cut off from
salvation.” Because they testify that
(God has restored the everlasting gospel,
has organized His echurch and bestowed
upon men the holy priesthood, and that
Ninless men and women are baptized by
men having authority they cannot be
saved, they are accused of preaching
uncharitable doctrine. But this is no
more than the apostles of Jesus were |
commandedto teach,and isno morethan
is taught by many of the so-called Chris-
tian sects, But when the Latter-day
Saints testify to this effect it creates
considerable excitement, and men and |
women, who look upon themselves as
the elect of God because they have made
a profession of Christianity, feel that it
is very unsuitable testimony or doctrine
to be preached in their hearing. Yet,
as I have said, it is not uliar to us to
teach and testify in this manner. The
apostles were eommanded to go forth
and c{)r&mh the gos
world saying ““he that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved, and he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned.”” This
was the message proclaimed by the
apostles in the midst of a people who
considered themselves the chosen of
the Almighty. Tothem pertained the
oracles and the promises. Through
their ]grughetﬂ the Lord had spoken,
and He had manifested Himeelf in u
miraculous mannper in the deliverance
of their fathers; and He bad promised
to their father Abraham that in him
and his seed should all the nationsof
the earth be blessed. _

I presume that the Jews felt as indig~
naunt at the teachings and testimony of
the apostles as many do at the present
time at the teachings and testimonies of
the Lattm'-da{ Saint elders. But when
the whole of the plan of salvation which
has been revealed in these days is un-
derstood the people generally will very
readily concede that the Latter-day |
Saints entertain a much larger degree of

[ilita{ljty than they have been credited
with.
1 recollect on one oceasion preach-
ing to a congregation on the Sand-
wich Islands, on the first principles
of the gospel; I dwelt upon these
prineciples with as much plainness as 1
was capable of doing, and bore tfesti-
mony to the people that if they did not
receive the gospel they could not enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven. AfterI
got through,agentleman in the congre-
gation, with whom I was somewhat
acquainted cameand spoke to mein re-
lation to the doetrines I had advanced.
He could mot dispute that they were
scriptural, so far as baptism or being
born of the water wasconcerned, but
he thought there was something con-
nected with that statementthat was not
explained, by which a man might get
into the presence of GGod without first
~ being baptized with' water aceording to
the testimony of Jesus. In su of
his views he alluded to the case of the

wdiaeenunt of the resurrection of Jesus,

of their solemn duty {o ae- |

may continne far.sever |

Smith the spirit of revelation to reveal

the doctrine you have preached this
‘morning?” I turned to the next book
‘of the New Testament, and pointed out
"to him the passage which contains the
‘and his a
garden.

It seems that Mary,as well as the
disciples, was exceedingly anxious
about the body of Jesus, and she had re-
paired to the garden, and on gningto
the sepulchre she found the body had
disappeared. She felt considerable
anxiety about this disappearance, and
as she turned she saw a personage
standing near her, and supposing it to
be the gardener, she inqu what the
had done with the body of her Lord;
but instead of it being the gardener it
was Jesus, and when he alﬁ}ka to her
she recognized him, and in her joy she
stepped forward with the intention of
clasping Him, put He told her not to
touch Him, for said He, T am not yet
ascendéd to my Father; but go to my
brethren and say to them that I ascend
to, my, Father and tt}elr,Father, tom
God and_their God. *

“vou can reconcile these two passages
as you please,”” Jesus, after the time
he spoke to the thiefon the cross,says
He had not yet ascended to His Father,
but told Mary that He was about to do
$0. The gentleman was considerably
puzzled, and wished me to make ex-
planations in relation to it if I could.

To men who entertain the views that
are commonly believed in by Christen-
dom, and especially the Protestant por-
tion of it, there is something irreconcil-
able in these two passages. The idea
which is popular among the Protes-
tants at the present time is that when a
person dies he either goes to heaven or
to hell. If he be a righteous person he
goes into the presence of God the Father
or into heaven; if he be an unrighteous
person he is consigned to the bottomless
pit. The Catholics entertain a some-
what different belief. They lieve
there is an intermediate state, whieh is
called purgatory,—a state where, if the

ppearance to Mary in the

‘““Now,”. said 1, | should be death, and they should never

r=—mar o=

RET N EW

sands of men now who profess to be
ministers of Jesus Christ; the Ilatter
like the bishop, believe that the thou-
sands and milléions of heathen who
have died in ignorance of the plan of
salvation, and who have never heard
the Redeemer’s name, go down to hell,
there to suffer endless torment. Yelin
preaching to their congregations such
ministers will extol God as a Being of
wondrous mercy and love, whose bow-
els of compassion are moved in behalf
of His erring children, and whose arms
are stretched out all the day long to
save them from the grasp of the
troyer,

When T have heard such principles
enunciated by professed ministers of the
ospel I have been surprised that there

as not been more infidelity in the
world than there is; I have been sur-
prised that men ﬂnulci believe in God at
all when He was thus misrepresented to
them. What should we think if Con-
gress and the Chief Execulive of the
nation were to pass a law and affix to
that law certain penalties, one of which

|

reveal that law to the people of the
United States so that they might ob-
serve it? Why we should think it bar-
barous and altogether unreasonable,
and any rulers who would act in such a

execration, and would be considered
despots so absolute as to be unworthy to
hold the reins of power. Yet precisely
similar ideas are entertained of the
Lord God, and they ascribe to Him a
course of conduct precisely similar,
Such ideas are entirely incompatible |
with the real eharacter of God as des-
cribed to us in the seriptures by those
who have known Him best, and as we
know Him by ourown experience, God
is not & Being of this kind. Before re-

es- |
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these subjects, but has revealed to them
in plainness what will become of this
class, Through being baptized and
entering the churech of Christ our
minds have become enlarged and our
understandings enlightened, and we
can comprehénd the things of God as
as we could not previous to obedience.
The anxiety in the breasts of people
when they join the chureh, in relation
to their parents, children or relations
who have died without hearing the
gospel, is very natural, and they have
inquiries to make about them. The re-
ply of the elders to such questions, is
not like that of the bishop to which I
have referred; but it is oné that imfarts
comfort and consolation, and that is in
accordance with the plan of salvation
and with the attributes which we as-
cribe to our Heavenly Father. Such
inquirers learn. that their father or mo-
ther, or oethers for whom they are anxi-
ous, are not beyond the reach of the
gospel of salvation. The work of God

i

manner would meet with universal |
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is not confined to this little earth of
ours; but it embraces within it all the
eternities of God. It embraces the
work that took place before the earth
was created, and it brings within its

| pale that which will take place  thous-

ands of centuries hereafter. The plan
of salvation is as broad as eternity, and
is as eternal as its Great Author. Your
father, mother, friends and relatives,
though they have died without the gos-
el,will yet have the privilege of hear-
ing, if they have not already heard, the
principles of life and salvation proclaim-
ed by those who have authority.
There is a place which Jesus, when
speaking to the thief on the cross, called
aradise. The Saviorhad nottimeto tell
im then what He would have explain-
ed if He had been differently situated.
His time was short; He was suffering,

quiring His children to obey any law
or commandment He first reveals that
law or commandment. He points out
the path He wishes His creatures to
walk in; He sends His messengers who
ery to them early and late to repent of

soul be righteous, it experiences joy,
but if unrighteous it experiences tor-
ment. Therefore this passage, where
Jesus says He had not yet ascended to
the Father, is not easily understood by
the Protestant portion of Christendom:
they cannot reconcile it, especially |
when compared with the other passage
in which He says to the thief on the
cross ‘‘this day shalt thou be with me

|

their sins, to believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ and to be baptized for the re-
mission of their sins that they may re-
ceive the Holy Ghost and its gifts; and
until people hear this megsage they are
not held accountable by the Almighty
forits violation. Hence the command
iven to the servants of God,—to go
orth to every nation, kindred, tongue
and ple to proclaim the message of

in paradize.”’
It is very evident that when Jesus

pel unto all the |spoke thus to the thief on the cross that

e did not mean to convey to him the
idea that he would ascend with Him
to the presence of the Father; it is also
very evident that there was a principle
connected with paradise and with the
departure to paradise which Jesus fully
understood. We fiud several passages |
on record in the New Testament which
show with some degree of plainness the
work Jesus was engaged in while His
body lay asleep imthe sepulchre. Baut
these passages were not understood by
usynor by any of the inhabitants of the
earth uutil God our Heavenly Father
poured out upon His servant Joseph

and explain to the inhabitants of the
earth that which had long been hidden.
It is recorded of a King of the Franks,
a barbarian nation who overran. Gaul,
that he became convineed of the truth
of Christianity so-called,and after being
reasoned with considerabl v by a Bishop
of the Catholie Church, he presented
himself for baptism. He seems to bave
had some curious ideas in relation to
the step he was about to take,and before
submitting to baptism he propounded a
question to the bishop which he wished
him to avswer. Said he ‘I have a long
line of ancestors who have died in ig-
norance of this gospel which you teach,
and who were never .baptized as I am
about to be, will you tell me what is to
become of them?’’ The bishop replied
very. brutally, ‘‘they were unbaptized
henthens‘, therefore they have gone to
hell.”” The king replied ‘‘then b
Thor I will go to hell with them.
will go where my ancestors have gone,”’
and he utterly refused to be baptized
and become a Christian,

If the bishop nad understood the

rinciples of the gospel and the law of
E‘rod he would have been able to ans-
wer the king very differently from
what he did. He 'would have under-
stood that men and women are judged
according to the light they have re-
ceived, and that, aceording to the words

thief on the cross, and said to wme,
‘‘here is an insfance of a man who was
not baptized, or at least we have no
reason to suppose that he was, and yet
the Savior d to him ‘this &ay shalt
thou be with me in paradise,’’’ “Now’’
gaid he “Mr, Cannon, how do you re-
concile this statement of Jesus with

of Paul, where there is no law there is

life and salvation, is as imperative in
these days as it was in former times.
For this reason the elders of this ehurch
traverse sea and land; because of this
they have traveled throughout the Unit-
ed States and Europe, and have visited
Asia, and Africa and the islands of the
sea, thatthey mightstandasswift witnes-
ses in the day of the Lord Jesus before
this generation thatthey had discharged
a duty in proclaiming in plainness and
simplicity and in the power of the Holy
Ghost, the testimony of Jesus that has
been entrusted to them.  This was the
case in the days of the apostles, for we
are told by Paul that the soun
gospel had gone throughout the earth; |
as far as the earth was known the in-
habitants thereof had heard the souna |
of the plan of salvation which the dis-
ciples of Jesus were authorized by Him
to proclaim, and every person that
heard that message sounded in his
ears was held accountable from that
time for his obedience or disobedi-
ence to the same; and they who rejected
it could not claim the mercy that was ex-
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tended to those who had never heard
it. Jesus proclaimed woe to some of thé
cities of Judea because of their unbelief
after the mighty works performed by
Him in their midst. He said it would be
far better®in the day of judgment for
the heathen who did not know any-
thing about Him, His miracles or
His message than for them;foras I have
said where there is no law there isno
transgression, hence the heathen who
had never heard of Jesus or the mes-
sage He brought will be comparatively
free from condemnation, for they can
not be held accountable for rejecting
that which they have not heard., The
cities of Judea and Samaria, and
throughout the land of Palestine had
| been visited by the Savior; He had
preached the gospel in their synagogues
and public places, He had proclaimed
to them that the acceptable year of the
Lord had come, and that salvation was
extended untothem. He was followed by
His diseiples, who preached to the in-
habitants of that and the surrounding
countries, the message of which they

no transgression; that for transgression
to exist and  for sin to be attributed to
man there must of necessity be areveal-
ed law for them to obey or disobey, that
they may be held accountable for their
obedience or disobedience. But he did
not understand this, neither do thou-

were theauthorized bearers, .

The question naturally arises in the
minds of those who reflect on the sub-
ject: ‘“What will become of those who
die in ignorance of the plan of salva-
tion?”” The Lord be praised He has

dying, but, said He, *‘this day thou shalt
be with me in e.”” The. thief
wanted the Lord torememberhim when
He came into His Kingdom. DBut He
did not promise that; He intimated that
in a very little time they would be
where the thief might learn the plan of
salvation, and how to avail himself of its
benefits. _

In the beginning of the ministry of
Jesus, we are informed that on one occa-
sion he stood up in a synagogue to read,
and he opened at the place where Isaiah,
in speaking of the mission of the Maes-
siah, says: |

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
me; because the Lord hath anointed me
to preach good tidings unto the meek;
He hath sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives, and the npenmg of the prison to
them that are bound.’

We are told the people wondered at
His gracious words. That verse contains
a part of the mission assigned to the
Messiah. But while He was on the
earth He never preached liberty to the
captive, except to those that were captive
to sin; He never opened the prison doors

| to the bound, except to those who were

in bond to the power of darkness.
e left here we are informed
by Peter that ‘‘He went and, preached
to the spirits in prison, which some time
were disobedient, when once the long-
saffering of God waited in the days of
Noah’' He wentandpreached deliverange
to these captives, and prepared the way
for the prison doors to be opened to them
by which they could be unbound and re-

| eeive the mercy and salvation of God.

Peter, in speaking on this subjeet, says,
further, ‘‘For, for this cause was the gos-
pel preached to them that are dead; that
they might be judged according to men
in the flesh, but live according to God in
the spirit,”” ‘‘Preach to them that are
dead?” yes; ‘“‘forthis cause is the gospel
reached to them that are dead.”” The
eathen, which have died in ignorance
of the gospel of Christ, will hear it here-
after in the paradise of God, that they
may be judged according to men in the
flesh, but. live according to God in the
Spirit. Thisis a glorious principle. 1t
was perfectly understood by Jesus and
His Apostles.’ Jesus knew He would
have opportunity enough to preach to
the thief on the eross when He got into
paradise; and it also explains the passage
which I told you I quoted in reply to the
entleman’s question on the Sandwieh
slands, in which the Lord says, after
receivin% His resurrected body, “touch
me not; for I am not yet ascended tomy
Father; but gIn to my brethren, and say
unto til&l’ﬂ,. ascend unto my Father
and your Father; and to my God, and
your God.”” 'When the body of the Sa-
vior lay in the sepulchre, He, holding
the keys, had the right to go and become
the pioneer, as it were, in proclaiming
the gospel, of which He was the full ex-
ponent, unto those who were in prison
thmugﬁ disobedience. And doubtless
the thief on the eross heard with all the
rest and rejoiced in the principles which

not left His people in ignoranze upon
-

were taught to him,



