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editorsmilars dobrot nees
in my previous lettiettlettersers I1 pretty

well canvassed the old testament
aponapan the important subject of plu-
rality of wives but allow me to
inahoinako two more refereferencesreiges before
proceeding to the consideration of
the newnow testament buthruth the

iais often held uup by
preachers of various dedenominationnominatiow faaas an example of duty and piety
and devotion early made a wi-
dow she left her own country and
people to go with her mother innhi
jaw naomi into the land oflof judah
ruth there found boaz a kinsman
otheraf her father in law who did unto
her the part of a near kinsman ac-
cording to the law of mosesmosea and
took hertobertoher to wife on making thiathis
contract of0 marriage with ruth
before the assembled elders in thetha
gateigate to ralso up seed to the name
otat latybur former hushuehusbandband mahlonmahion
all the people trtat were in the

gate and the eldersalders saidzaid we areatear
witnesses the lord make the
woman that is to come into thina
hoursbous like rachel and likeilke leah
which two did build the house of
israel ruth iv 11 this does not
look as if the people of judah inlp
the days of noarboar and rathkith were
ashamed of the le relationrelationsfl
of their fathertather jacoberJacobor they would
not have called upon the nordlord to
blembiem ruth audaad make her jikelike ra-
chel ad leahleab which two did
build the househeue of israel polyga-
mous wiveswires though they were

I1 will now tato father abra-
ham tor a little while at a cer-
tain time he went to gerar and

there sarah hishia wife
was also hisbis half sisterslater and she
passed akongamong the people there as
ulauia slaterstater 9 and animAulm elecholech king
of gerar sent and took sarah
with the intention of making her
hia wife but god came to ablabi
melech inalnain a dream by night aad
said to him behold thou art but a
dead man for the woman which
thou hastbast taken for she is a manamaua
wife but avimelechAbimelech had not
come near her and he aaldebaideaid lordloid
wilt thou slay elso a righteous na-
tiontion said he not matounto meshe lais my
bisterslater and bheehe even ahoaha herself
said laehe is my brother in the in-
tegrity of my heart and
ot my handshanda have I1 done this and
goddod said unto him in a dream yea
I1 know thou didat this in the in-
tegrity of thy heart for I1 also with
held thee from sinningbinning against me
therefore sufferedbuffered I1 thea not to
touch her now therefore restore
the man his wife for hebe is a
prophet and he shailshall pray for thee
nudand thou live and if thoutheu re-
store her not know thou that thou

surely die0 thou and all that
are thine geniren 373 7 ablee
lech arose early next morning and
had an explanation with abraham
restoring sarah to him boso ab-
raham prayed unto god and godGOA
healed Abiablmelech andund his wife
andaad his ants and ttheyhey
barabare children for the lord had
gastfast closed up all the wombs of the
house of avimelechAbimelech because of

wife heobeosee
1718

I1 may notice a few prominent
wings connected with this aflalo
avimelechAbi melech was a married man a
klagklug and as customary in orien-
tal countries evidently a poly
gargaEaistalstst yet he took another wo-
man even sarah with the view of
making her his winewife he did this
in the innocence and integrity of
hisbis heart and the lord acknow-
ledged that he hadbad done so the
lord did nnotat censure him forbefor be-
ing5 a mist not in the let-ar iet

from it nnoror for wanting to take
yet another wife but confessed
that hebe was innocent therein yetiye
even in taking sarabbarah yet the
lord would him innocently
cornncornucommitaftalt adultery and deniledefile sarah
but warned bimhim of hibhis situation
nudaad hlabla danger withholding fruit-
fulfullnessfullawebsess from gislisbishis wives and his
hourehhoufehouseholdheldbeldoidold and threatening him
with death if he did not return
sarah untouched to her husband
when srah was restored to abra-
ham

abrah-
ams the bordlord removed his afflict-
ed hand from family
at the solicitation of abraham
I1lord dGedeclaredlared Abiabl melech was in-
nocent in hlahia polygamy actual and
intended but kavegave him very plain-
ly tot understand tha death would
be the prompt penalty of even a
conconsciousselous attempt to commit adul-
tery with barahsarah how
ahe saratoga presbyterian cokcoB

9 1 ivo acted toward
reenrewn tavy would rather

forgiven adultery than polygamy
in him the latterlatten being in their
estimation the greater crime the
I1 champion vice but the lordsthoughts are not their thoughts
neither are their ways his waysays
for as thetho heavens are higher than
theeartathe earth BOso are his ways higher
tthanhan their ways and his thoughts
thantharl their thoughts even in regard
to this matter of marriage plural
marriage concerning which they
have made themi ves goso gratuit-
ously and foolishly officious

I1 will now passpas onlun and look into
the newnow testamentTatamerit and consider
chavit may have lo10 say upon this
importimportantantanandaudd highly interesting
subject manyblany people who admit
that Inanin ancientclenoclent israel plurality of
wives waswa not uncommonmon and that
there iaIs no condemnation thereof
in the old testament urge that
the practisepractice was abolished in the
christian dispensation if it was
BOso I1 have niofionotreabtreadtrend any account of
that I1 f and hishia
apostlesApoatiesatlea had 66 plurality
otof wives aaas as criminal ahab
equivalent to aduladulterytiry they
notnot onia havahave the anci-
ent audand honorable andabd comoncommon
sAaridage enstein of judah and lals
raelandrael andiud t icinspired reg-
ulative provialous in
the lawlam of Mosesmosea butbab theytoey would

aleoaienalsoalso hye cd that lord
and savior who me

davidavid and adaid solo
men waawas not of thathe lawful lineage
of david but A spuriousspurlossfoss as
regards legitimacy andaud wu adaptor
oasous offspring KC randd draidral puri-
ty which I1 for oae amnotaaaara not ready toio
concede

brohn the banuat lost his head
for speaking against herod anti-
pas tetrarch of tilee who had
committed adultery in taking he
rodias the wife of blubli brother phil-
ip she having divorced herself
from philip lor the purpose of
marrying herod it was a common

in the time of the cears for
romans to take other mens wives
several of them one after another
marriage and divorce and marriage
again alternating in a most corrupt
aud manner foreor therothebothe ro
man lawand after it thetheromanromanBoman ca-
tholic andcand grotestanPro flaws cent
to the jewish and Israelitushbah laws
only permitted omoone wyne atntaataa time
to one man boso that when a mar-
ried roman took a fancy to another
wife and was determined to have
her he was under the necessity of
first divorcing 0orr in some other
way being released from the wife
he had there was no limit to the
number of wives he could have had
successively provided he got well
rid of one before he took the next
henry VIII of england who was
firstafirst a catholic and afterwards a
protestant had six wives buthebut he
wwaywaa at especial pains to get rid of
one wife before he married another
two of therniethemnhehe divoredlvoredivorceded two he
beheaded one died in childbedchild bed
and the last survivedbureur him as his
widow I1 suppose the saratoga
Presbypresbyterianterlaterian conclave being pro-
testant could much boonersooner have
tolerated bluff king hapshalls course
in regard to getting rid of his
wives when his fancy was filled
with another charmer than they
could have tolerated his having a
plurality at the same time accord
inato biblical precedent

in the days of jesus notwith-
standing the lawful and divinely
authorized prevalence of polygamy
there was a tendency in some sects
and parties and persons such as
the EsEsaassemesenesenea among the jews to
wards the clicilbatlobatio excuse me for
coining a word asceticism which
folfoifollowedloed largely in the early ages
of the primitivem etive christian churachurch
after the the apostles andd
which was part of wethe greatgrem aaposa
tacy or 61 falling awayaaway which st
paul predicted others of the
jews and the israisraelitesinies in the time
oflof christ likeilke ith
tiiethe ambitious audand wicked herddHerodherodiaslas
and his faithful arab wife whom
Herodiaherodiasjt supplanted had fallen
kwayawayaway from simultaneous to success-
ive polypolygamyganly herod and herodiasHerod fasfaa
were jews and she became his final
ruin she thought he would be-
come a king like hiahis father and
she a queen bubbbut lieho was finally
bancheban ubeUhe into gaul and sheehe went
withwittobimhimnm others werea inclined to
disfavor marmarriagewagedage though willingvilling
to enjoy illegitimately the privi-
leges14 aria afiareawrea

totb that holtholy estateestale
xe ebabec the of
or ln of theuu
hasthasti rilwellpIl saidbaid 1I livehivehave no hohusband
fdforr basthast hadI1 alveIV husbandshushubbabindsada
and bb whom haataia not
aby husband in teatthat salost thou
truly 11 john iv 17 1 aa

apparelapparentlyiantty it

and disgraceful practice of
divorce and marriage to others thatjesusjeana reprobated when he said

whosoever shall put away hiabia
wife except it betorbe torfor fornication
and shall marry another commit
teth adultery and whosochoso marrieth
her which Is atit away doth cormcorn
mit adultery matt 9 v 81
32 mark x 2 12 luke xvi 18
this was evidently something like
the doctrine which john the bap-
tist had preached to herod and torfor
which john was imprisoned and
executed similar doctrine as to the
guilt of0 adultery incurincurredredyreds even ac-
cording to the prevailing jewish
law for john had said unto
herod it laIs not lawful for thee to
havebave thy brothers wifelwife mark vl
18 matt xiv 4 john did not
teliel 1 him it was not lawful for him
tokotukutaku another wife ohjnoinono john
knewknow the law better than thatthal

the whole gist of this question
consideredconidered by jesus was evidently
tho mattenmatter of divorce and euba
quent marriage of the divorced
parties the question of the phar
isles to him was not oxe of plurali-
ty of wives but they came unto
him temptomptemptingting himshimyhim and saying
unto him Is it lawful sorlor a man to
put ftway nishia wife for every causecittee

3 their object was to
trip bimhim in a quibble or technicali-
tyti of the mosaic law upon divorce
tewfew trifling gausel jesus did not
bufler himself to be so caught he
told them what the perfect lawjaw of
god wagwas that under it a man could
divorce his wife for fornication or
adultery alone that whowhoeverevenever dldi-
vorced his wife for a laleeseBeaufieauseaube and
married another was guilty of
adultery before god that whoso-
ever married suehsuch divorced woman
was guilty of adultery asBA alsoalao waswaa
she and that the husband who
divorced her without sufficient rea-
son was the guilty causecausa of all the
consequent adultery committed by
the three such was the original
and perfect law of god though for
certain reasons divorce for minor
causscauses was allowed by ththea law of
muses as jesus saidsaldbaidsaid moses be-
cause of the hardness of youl
hearts buffersufferbufferedsuffereddd you to put away
airyour wives but from the begin-
ning it was not so see verse 8
truly who could ever imagine a
divorce between father adam and
mother eveeevel it iaIs an idea that
shocks all notionsnotion ofat propriety of
probabilityrobability and almost otofliyityity

from this incident of jesus with
the phariseesPharisees concerning marriage
and divorce we may reasonably in-
fer thatahat the mind of our
savior ran in this manner
upon the subject the original
and perfect law of god permits di-
vorce for adulterous unfaithfulness
to the marriage covenant only A
man cannot put away hishia wife for
less cause especially to marry ano-
ther without being guilty of adul-
tery the law mosaic and anti
mosaic provides for plurality of
wives and such Is the present but
ionelone established custom think
not that r am come to destroy the
law or the prophetsprophete I1lamiamam not come
to destroy but to fulfillfulfil theref-
ore ifit a man wisheswithes to take ano-
ther wifewire letlot him take her lawfully
and but still keepkiep the
wife he already has for he cannot
put her away without committing
sinein himself nor without causing
herhgr to commit sin for the law of
god does not contemplate a woman
passing away her existence unat-
tached to any marfmann 11 this would
have been perfectly in accordance
with scripture and analogy for the
bible tells us that the woman was
mademadie specially and expressly for
tifethe man to be an helpmeet for
him and that her desire should be
to her husband which is the uni-
versal casescase though some of the
husbands as husbands go nowrnowaaR
days ireare not greatly to be desired
by any woman As to divorce the
old prophet bayssays the lord hathbath
been witness between thee and the
wife of thy youth against whom
thou hastbast dealt treacherously yet
is shosha thy companioncompan fouiou and the wife
of thy covenant theref-
ore take heed to your spirit andabd
let none deal treacherously against
the wife ofdf his youth for jhb
lord the god of israel saith that
he habeth putting away mal iifl

but I1 can nowhere find
either in the old testament or the
new a single expressionn 0orr even
faint intimation that ththe LordLordtthebe
god of israel hatesbates marriage
ther it be or

napoleon the first sometimes
called the great divorced his de-
voted wlwife the good josephine
as the french people admiringly
called her this be did because
beRriberringbearingfik him no children bhesileelieshe stood

in the way of his towering and un-
scrupulous ambition he then
married the archduchess maria
louisa of austria but the off-
spring behe had by her did not proprofitfi t
him much napoleonsNapoleonfei staretar was

in the ascendant after his
divorce of josephine he and his
nephew Nnapoleon III died de
thrones and1 in exile and the soneon
of the latter the claimant of the
imperial throne of france has just
ended his days in exile untimely
and wretchedly in south africaat the hands of the cruel zulus
scarcely leaving an imperial claim-
ant of the buonaparto stock intheif the
birst napoleon was of any religion
he was a roman catholic nudand that
religion approves neither of divorce
nor of polygamy nor permits it or-
dinarilydinarily but if he had desired
posterity which most men do es-
peciallyallyaily those in royal or imperial
positions there were sufficient ex-
amples in scripture to pattern after
in taking another vitewife without di

1 forcing josephine or committing
sinBID anandd the offspring of the second
wife the first being barrendarren could
have been his heirbeir without doing
violence to scripture principles
but in divorcing one wife in order
to taketabo another which he confes-
sedly did be became decidedly a
violator of scripture principles
for be made himself and adulterer
and thus came under the express
condemnation of jesus which he
would not have done had he mar-
ried maria louisa I1
that is without divorcing joseph-
ine but still retaining her laaIRS his
wife faforr the biord habeth putting
away I1 butbat behe graciously permits
polygamy it may be eaidenid that the
laws of france and austria would
not have alloailoallowedwed napoleon to BOmo
enter into a polygamous marriage
I11 cannot help that nations should
make ththeirair laws in conformity with
the la-wlaw of god it cannot be ex

the divine laws shall
be mutilated to suit the diversdivera
whims and eccentricities of the va-
rious nationalities nor even the va
riou conflicting religions in the
world

but to return again I1 may say
that though john the baptist and
jesus were unsparing in their de-
nunciations of adultery and divers
other crimescrimea yet neither orof those
illustrious teachers uttered a word
so far as the sacred record shows
lain otof a man having
two or more wives at the samebame
time for it was lawful customarycus tomary
and honorable and opportunities
existed aroundarounds which were ever
and anon taken advantage Herodof
the great fathertather el herod antipasAntipantiAntlpas15
had nine wives at the barmeearne time
josephus authen-
tic jewish historian 111 1 in relating
these things bayssays fortoreonhor it is the
anciens practice among us to navehave
many wives at the same time
antia jewjews book 1 yet
the polygamy of herod the great
and of others was not de-
nounced by john the babap-
tist

P
as the adultery of herod

antipas and herodias was in
fact not one undeniable denun-
ciation of plurality of wives can be
found in the bible from genesis
to revelations though there is no
lack of denunciations of the abuse
of marriage whether
or JACOB
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editoreditors deseret neav
I1 again resume my pen in order

to give you afewa few items respecting
my late mission bro daniel stu-
art and myself having been re-
leased to return home on the
of july we bid adieu to prest J
argyle and the saints and friends
of the tennessee conference audand
took cars for btst louis where we
arrived onorl the and spent a few
day a in visiting the saints and in
administering to the sioksick antheon the

we attended a meeting of the
saints there and addressed them
lwimpressingpressing upon them the great
necenecessityesit of gathering with the
body ofot tiotie church at this point
bro stuart parted with me to visit
relatives in lowawhile I1 made my
way by steamer up the mississippi
to visit the saintasaints of illinois and
iowa some of whom bro N mad-
son and I1 hadbad baptized during the
early part of eurour missionlealon poundfound
the mosmobmost of them in the enjoyment
of the spirit of the gospegospel some
had emigrated and others were
desirous of doing goBO as sounboon as circlr

would permit 0oa
august loth I1 met ith the baintesainte
of the pittsburg branch presided
over by bro wm emerickmerickJE and
I1instructedn a them they aarerana good
people and have the spirit of the
gathering and will do BOso asan sooneoon as
they can dispose of their property

passing on to deades moniesmoines the
capital of iowalowa I1 waswaa kindly en-
tertained by bisterslater D bebee and
othersothera by desire of some of the
citizens on august I1 dellydeliverdellvereriezier-

l

tn
ed an address on the xestorestorationrationtation of
the gospel to an intelligent and
attentive audience the lord was
with me on the occaoccasionbiongion and after
the meeting everalbeveralfc gentlemangentleman and
ladies esmecame upI1 and shook me
warmly by the bandbaud and express t I1

ed themselves as being well pleas-
ed with what they had heard A
mr ii D berry who Is believing
invited me home from the meeting
and paid my expenses at the hotel
he is a good mechanic and a man
of liberal views and will soon iden-
tify himself with our people pass-
ing on to council bluffs and oma-
ha I1 visited the few saints of
those places partook of their hos-
pitalitypitality and in return imparted tohtovto
them words of counsel and enczurencour jd
argement

at omaha being lathen short of I1
means and feelingfueling impressed with
the necessity otof economizing aaiaa i

much asvia possible I1 concluded toitolto
try the experiment of crossing obooho s

plains without purse or scrip hav-
ing only 1 20 in hand bleachingpleachingening
coldtoldmy wawayy tthrough trusting in tbelltho
lord ttoio open up my way from
place to placejaceince 45spendingVending my 1 00
or a tickett to fremont bairbalfhalf fare

I1 boardedded the train on the otat 0augustaukusttandtaudandaud started for the weel A
pleasant ride of 47 miles brought y
me to the above place where
I1 was made welcome by bro larsliars
olsen and wife here on the
I1 addressed a good audience and
found and made a few friends s
passing over the platte river I1 was fl
kindly entertained by bro J T
mowery one of the mormon bat- aI1

boys he is preparing to rerel
turn to utanutah with his family in the
spring I1 also visited a bro joseph
wall who has sold out and will
emiamimigrategrategrato this fall here I1 had the
pleasure otat meeting bro VVV hinewman he is a zealous goodgoodlyAVII
mankanandand is doing all hebe can tomtotdibditdisseminate the truth bassinpassinpassingan I1

on by rail still further iaea onou
august uhethe pleapleasureure of i
speaking to a respectable audience
at columbus Sseptkept ath I1 alssidaisoalso a
dressed the citizens of NorthworthPlatte i
and was the means of removing
some prejudice from the minds otof i
the people papacingtaing on still furtfurilur tj0ther I1 found in almost every vil
lage a few persons who hadbad
been connected with our church
some few were bitter apostates
while others still retained a portion 1

of the spirit of the gospel and were
anxious to get back again into the igospgospelelnetnet arriving at rawlinsrawBawlinslinb n
wyoming by request otat bomesome of
the citizens 1I consented to6 deliver
an address inthein the court house on C

the evening of the 12 h inet at
the hour appointed I1 found the p
house well tilled taking a text 0
from the of mark I1 though tettit
speakingabing on the finstfirst principles of thetle jgospel but was led to on ttthetie
early settlement by our people in i
the rocky mountains and of tl S
trials and persecutions we hadbad ei
dured from time to nnietime roifor thettett e
gospels sakebake after speaking 20
minutes or more two young men
letleft the room and going to the door
they bellowed and yelped likelilke
demons I1 applied to the peace
able citizens present to try aanana
check them burtheybut they dihdid nonotshave
the courage or will to dp sobo in a
few moments they were joined by
others outride ofbf the building when
passing around to a bideaide window
they began throwing eggs at me
when I1 ceased 8speakingbakinghaking and dis-
missed the meeting by wayerrayer
while praying I1 was struck on the i
sidebide of my face and arm with eeggs X

at close of the meeting a mr
samuel morgan invited me to his
hotel to partake of his hospitality itwhile on the way to the hohotelteltei we a
were followed by a mob of 12 or ir U

men who peltedbelted me with eggs till
our arrival they even presspressedeci them-
selves on to the portico aandnd used
very abusive language declared
they would have ndno more preach-
ing of aimormonism 11 in that towtownD
threatened that ifit I1 did not leave
the place forthwith they would use
me still moiomore severely and
talked glibly of shooting hang
foglog etc in reply I1 told them
that I1 was an amamericanrican catl
denand that I1 should not leave
town till I1 got ready to dobodo so in
justice totb thetho people ofdf rawlins I1


