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SALT LAKE CiTY,
Oct. 1, 1879,

Fdilers Deseret News:

In my previous lette:s, I pretty
well eanvassed the Old Testament
apoen the imporiant subject of plu-

rality of wives, but allow me to|to this matter of marriage

miake two more referenees before

proceeding to the consideratien of |

the New Testament. Rath, the

Moabitess, is eften held up by|

preachers of various denominations,
a8 an example of duty and piety
and devotion. Early made a wi-
dow, she left her own country and
people to go with her mother-in-
Jaw, Naomi, into the land of Judah,
Ruth there found Boaz, a kinsman
of her father-in-law, who did uuto
her the part of a near kKinsman ac-
cording to the law of Mosea, and
took ber to wife,
contract of marriage with Rauth,
before the assembled elders in the
gate, to raise up seed to the name
ot ber former husbamd, Mahlon,

“:All the people that were in the
gate, and the elders, sald, We are

witbesses, The Lord make the
woman that is to come into thine
house like Rachel and like Leah,
whieh twe did bulld the house of

Israel.” Rathiv, 11. This does not |also -
look as if the people of Judah, in |and Bavler, who cams:

the days eof Boasz and Ruth, were
ashamed of the polygamic relations
of their father Jacob,or they would
not ave called upon the Lerd to

bless Ruth and make her like Ra- ['ous offspria

chel awd Leah, ‘““whieh two did
build the heuse of Israel,”” pelyga-
mous wives though they were.

I will now reeur te Father Abra-
Ram for a little while.
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forgiven adultery than polygam

in him, the latter belngpc;n gI;hva{'t'
esiimation the greater crime, the
‘‘champion vice.,” But the Lord’s
thoughts are not their thoughts,

[naithar are their ways his ways

For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are His ways higher
than their ways, and His thoughts
than their thoughts, even in regard
plural
marriage, concerning which they
have made themlves so gratuit-
ously and foolishly officious.
I will now pass vn and look into
the New Teatament and consider
what' it may have to say upon this

important and highly interesting
subject. Many people, who admit
that in ancient I:rael piura¥ty of
wives was not uncommon, and that
there is no cendemunsation thereof
in the Old Testament, urge Lhat
the practice was abolished in the
Christian dispensation. If it was

On making this |80, I have not read any account of

that abelishment. If Jesusand his

Apostles had comdemoped plurality
of wivea aa sinful, as crimioal, ss
equivalent to adultery, they wuuld

! |

jizlng and disgraceful practice of
divorce and marriage to others that
Jesns reprobated when he said,

wife, except it be for fornication,
and shall marry another, commit-
teth adultery: and whoso marrieth
her which is Put away, doth com-
mit adultery,” Matt, xix, 9; v, 81,
32. Mark x. 2-12, Luke xvi. 18,
This was evidently something like
the doctrine which John the Bap-
tist had preached to Herod, and for
which John was imprisoned and
executed —similar doctrine as to the
guilt of adultery incurred, even ac-
cording to the prevailing Jewish
law, “‘For John had said unte
Herod, It is not lawful for thee to
bhave thy brother’s wife,” Mark vi.
18 Matt. xiv, 4. John did not
tell him it was not lawful for him
to!uke another wife. Oh, no. John
Enew the law better than that.

The whole gist of this question
con-idered by Jesus was evidently
the matter of divorce and subse-
gquent marriage of the divorced
parties, The question of the Pbar-
isees to him was not ene of plurali-

not only have pondemned theanci-
ent and honorable and cowmmon
o enatom of Judah and ls.
rael, and the divingly icvspired reg-
ulative matrimonal provisious in
the law of Moses, bat they would
imed that oer Locd
thiough
Bavid and Baskshebr azxd Solo-
men, was net of the lawful lineage
of David, but a spurfious ofspring as
regards legitimney, aud yu adalter-
' g %8 regzards moural puri-
ty, which I for ene am neot ready to
COML

John the Baptist lost his kead
for speaking against Herod Anti-

At a oer- | pas, Tetrarch of Galilee, who had | was

ty of wives, but they “came unto
nim, tempting him, and saying
unto him, Is it lawful for a man to
pul away his wife for every cause?”
Matt, xix, 3. Their object was to
trip bimn in a quibble or technicali-
ty of the Moesaic law upon divoree
fox trifling eauses, Jesus did not
suffer himeelf to be 8o caught. He
told them what the perfect law of
God was, that under it a man could
divorce Ris wife for formication or
adultery alone; that whoever di-
vorced his wile for a less eause, and
married another, was guilty of
adultery before God, that whoso-
ever married sueh divorced weman
guilty of adultery, as also was

tain time he went to Gerar and | committed adultery in taking He-~ | she; and that the husband who

sojourned there. Sarab, his wifle,
was also bis balf sister, and she
passed among the people there as
pis sister. ‘‘And Avimelech, King
of Gerar, sent and took Barah,”
with the intention of making her
his wife. ““But God came to Abi-

redias, the wife of bisbrother Phil-

ip, she having divorced herself [sen was the guilty

from thlf. ior the purpose .of
marrying Herod. 1t was a common

divorced her without sufficient rea-
cause of all the

uent adultery committed by
the three. SBuch was the original

thing in the time cf the Cs:ars for | and perfect law of God, though for
Romans to take other men’s wives, | certain reasons divorce for minor

gseveral of them, one after another,

caus:s was allowed by the law of

melech in a dream by night, amd | marriage and divorce and marriage | Moses, as Jesus gaid, ‘*Moses, be-

said to him, Behold, thoua art but &
dead man, for the woman which
theu hast taken: for she is & man’s
wife, Bat Abimselech had not

come near her: and he esaid, Lord,
tion? ®aid he notunto me,she is my

said, ke is my brother: in the in-
tegrity of my heart aud innocency
ot my hands have I done this. And

f3od said unto him in & dream, yes, |

I know thou didst this in the in-
tegrity of thy heart; for I also with-

held thee from ginning against me:
therefore suffered I thes not to
toach her, Now, therefore, restere
the man his wife; for he is a
prophet, and he shail pray for thee,
and thou shalt live: and if thea re-
store her not, know thou that thou
shalt sarely die, thou and all that
are thine.”” @en. xx, 3-7. Abime-
Jech arose early next morning and
had an explanation with Abraham,
restoring Sarah to him. “BSo Ab-
raham prayed unte God: and God
healed Abimelech, and his wile,
and his maid-servants; and they
bare children. For the Lord had
fast elosed up all the wombs of the
house of Abimelech, beeause of
Sarah,Abraham’s wife,”” (see vertes
17, 18.

i l.'l.'l}l-j" notice a few prominent:
things connected with this affair.
Abimelech was a married man, a
kiog, and, as customary in orien-
tal countries, evidently a poly-
gamist. Yet he teok another wo-
man, even Sarah, with the view of
making her his wife. He did this
in the innocence and integrity of
his heart, and the Lord acknow-
Jedged that he had doneso. The
Lord did not censure him for be-
ing a polygamist, not in the least,
far from it, nor for wanting to take
yet ancther wife, but confessed
that he was innocent therein, yei,
even in taking Sarabh., Yet the
Lord would notdet him innocently
commit adultery and defile Sarah,
but warned him of hia situation
aand his danger, withholding frait-
fulmess from his wives and his
househeld and threatening him
with death if he did not return
Sarah suntouched to her husband.
When Barah was restored to Abra-
ham, the lsord removed his afflict-
ed hand from Abimelech’s family,
at the solicitation of Abraham. The

]"lprd declared Abimelech was in-

nocent in his polygamy, actual and

intended, but gave Bim very plain-

ly te understand that death would
be the prompt penalty of even a
eomscious attempt to commit adul-
tery with Sarah. How differently

again, alternating in a most ocorrupt | canse of the hardness

of youl

and shameful manner, For the Ro- | hearts, suffered you to put away
man law,and after it the Roman Ca- | your wives: but from the begin-

tholicand Protestant laws, centrary

ning it was not so.,”

See verse 8.

to the Jewish and Israelitish laws, | Truly, who could ever imagine a
wilt thou slay elso & righteous na-{only permitted ome wHfe ata time |divorce between Father Adam and
to one man. Bo that when a mar-| Mother Eve? It is an idea that
sister? and she, even she herself | ried Roman took a fancy to another | shocks all notions of propriety, of

wife and was determined to have
her, he was under the necessity of
first divoreng or in some other
way being released from the wife
he had, There was no limit fo the
rumber of wives hecould have had
successively, provided he got well
rid of one before he took the nmext.
Henry VIII of England, who was
first & Catholic and Afferwanil K
Protestant, had six wives, but he
was at especial pains to get rid of
one wife re he married another.
Two of them he divorved, two he
beheaded, one died in child-bed,
and the last survived him as his
widow. I suppose the Baratoga
Presbyterian conclave, being Pro-
testant, could much seoner have
tolerated bluff King Hal’s ceurse
in regard to getting rid of his
wives when his fancy was filled
with another charmer, than they
could have tolerated his having a
plurality at the same time, accord-
ing to Biblical precedent.

n the days of Jesus, notwith-
standing the lawful and divinely
authorized prevalence of polygamy,
there was a tendency in some sects
and parties and persons, such as
the Essenes, among the Jews to-
wards the celibatic (excuse me for
coining a word) asceticism which
followed largely in the early ages
of the primitive Christian ¢church
after the time of the Apostles, :nti
which was part of the.great apos-
tacy or ‘“falling away”’ which Bt.
Panl predicted. Others of the
Jews and the Israelites in the time
of Christ, like Herod Antiﬁn with
the ambitious and wicked Herodlas
and his faithful Arab wife whom
Herodias supplanted, had fallen
away from simultaneous to success-
ive polygamy. Herod and Herodias
were Jews, and she became his final
ruin. She thought he would be-
come & Kking, like his father, and
she a queen; but he was finally
banished into Gaul, and she went
with bhim. -Others were inclined to
disfavor marriage, though willing
to enjoy illegitimately the privi-
loget and lem:‘ rightfully ap-
pertaining to that holy: eatate.
Remémber the answar of the Bavi-
or to the woman of Samaria; ‘“Theu
hast well said, I have no husband;
for thou hast had five husbands,
and be whom theu'now hast is not

the Saratoga Presbyterian coxclave | thy busband: in that saidst thon
w l:?va acted soward Abime-|truly.” Jehnm iv. 17, 18,

h¥y would rather have

Apparently it was this'démoral-

f:;hnhﬂity and almost of pcasibil

From this incident of Jesus with
the Pharisees concerning marriage
and divorce we may reasonably in-
fer that the mind of our
Savior ran im this manner
upon the subject—*“The original
and perfect law of God permits di-
vorce for adulterous unfaithfulness
to the marriage covenant only. A
man cannot put away his wife for
less cause, especially to marry ano-
ther, without being guilty of adul-
tery. The law, Mosaic and anti-
Mosaie, provides for plurality of
wives, and such is the present but
long established custom, Think
not that I am come to destroy the
law or the prophets; I am not come
to destroy, but to fulfill,. There-
fore, if a man wishes to take ano-
ther wife, let him take her lawfully
and honorably, but still keep the
wife he already has, for he cannot
put her away without committing
sin bimself, nor without causing
sher to commit sin, for the law of
God does not contemplate a woman
passing away her existence unat-
tached to any man,” This would

have been perfectly in accordance |

with scripture and analogy, for the
Bible tells us that the woman was
made specially and expressly for
the man, to be an helpmeet for
him, and that her desire should be
to her husband, which is the uni-
versal case, though seme of the
husbands, as husbands go now-a-
days, are not greatly to be desired
by any woman. As to divorce, the
old prophet says, ““The Lord hatb
been witness between thee and the
wife of thy youth, against whom
thou hast dealt treacherously: yet
is she thy companion, and the wife
of thy covenant. * *  There-
fore take heed to your epirit, and
let none deal treacherously against
the wife of his youth. For the
Lord, the God of Israel, saith, that
he hateth putting away.” Mal, ii,
14, 15, 16. But I can nowhere find,
either in the Old Testament or the
New, a single expression, or even
faint intimation, that the Lord,the
God of Israel, hates marriage,whe-
ther it be monogamic or polygamic,

Napoleon the First, sometimes
called the Great, divorced his de-
voted wife, the ‘‘good Josephine,”
as the French people admiringly
called her. This he did, because,
bearing him no children [ghe stood

‘““Whosoever shall put away his|

o
e

Ooct. 15

l in the way of his towering ahd un-
scrupulous ambition. He then
married the Archduchess Maria
Louisa, of Austria, but the off-
spring he had by her did not profit
bim much, apoleon’s star was
not long in the ascendant after his
divorce of Jorephine. He aud his
nephew, Napcleon III, died de-
throned and in exile, and the son
of the latter, the claimant of the
imperial throne of France, has just
ended his days in exile, untimely
and wretchedly, in South Africa,
at the hands of the cruel Zulus,
scarcely leaving an imperial claim-

ant of the Buonaparte stock. Ifthe

tirst Napoleon was of any religion,
be was a Roman Catholie, and that
railgi?n nlpprnvu neither nfldignm
nor of polygamy, nor permits it or-
dinarily. But if he had desired
posterity, whieh most men do, es-
pecially those in royal or imperial
positions, there were sufficient ex-
amples in Seripture to pattern after
in taking another wife without di-
vorcing Josephine, or committing
sin, and the offspring of the second
wife, the first being barren, could
have been his heir without doing
violence to Scripture principles.

But in divoreing one wife in order
to take another, which he confes-
sedly did, be became decidedly a
violator of Secripture prineiples,
for he made himeself and adulterer,
and thus came under the express
condemnation of Jesus, which he
would not kave done had he mar-
ried Maria Louisa polygamously,

that is, without divorcing Joseph-

ine, but still retaining her ias his
wife, for the Lord hateth *‘putting
away, ’ but he graclously permits
polygamy. It may be said that the
laws of France and Austria would

not have allowed Napoleon to o
enter into a polygamous marriage.
I cannot help that, Nations should

make their Jaws in conformity with

the law of God. It cannot be ex-

pected that the divine laws shall

be mutilated to suit the divers

whims and eccentricities of the va-

rious nationalities nor even the va-
riou conflicting religions in the
world.

But, to return. Again I may say
that though John the Baptist and
Jesus were unsparing in their de-
nunciations of adultery and divers
other crimes, yet neither of those
illustrious reachers uttered a word,
80 far as the sacred record shows,

;mnn, and is doing all he can to

cumstances would permit, Oan
August 10thy I met with the SBaints
of the Pittsburg branch, presided
over by Bro. Wm. Emerick, and
instructed them. They are a good
people and have the spirit of the
gathering, and will do so as soon as
they can dispose of their property.
Passing on to Des Moines,the
capital of Iowa, I was Ekindly en-
tertained by BSister D. Reese aund
others. By desire of some of the
citizens, on August 17th I delive:-
ed an address on the restoration of
the gospel, to an intelligent and
attentive audience. The Lord was
with me on the oceasion and after
the meeting several gentleman and
ladies came up and shook me
warmly by the hand, and ex
ed themselves as belng well pleas-
ed with what they had heard. A
Mr. L. D. Berry who is believing,
invited me home from the meeting ‘
and paid my expenses at the hotel.
He is a good mechanie, and a man
of liberal views, and will seon iden-
tify himself with our people, Pass-
ing on to Council Bluffs and Omas-
ha, I visited the few saints of
those places, partook of their hos-
pitality, and in return imparted to
them words of counsel and encour-
agement,
At Omahba being 1ather short of
means and feeling impressed with
the necessity of econounizing as
much as possible, I concluded to
try the experiment of crossing the
plains without purse or scrip; (bav-
ing only $1 20 in hand), preaching
my way through, trusting in the
Lord to open up my way from
place to place. Spending my $L20
for a ticket to Fremont, (balf fare),
I boarded the train on the 234 of
August, and started for the west, A
pleasant ride of 47 miles brought
me to the above place, where
I was made welcome by Bro Lars
Olsen and wife., Here on the 24th
I addressed a good andience and
found and made a few friends,
Passing over the Platte river, I was
Eindly entertained by Bro. J, T.
Mowery, one of the Mormon Bat-
talion boys; he is preparing to re-
turn to Utah with his family in the
spring. I also visited a Bro.Joseph
Wall, who has sold out and will
emigrate this fall. Here I had the
pleasure of meeting Bro. W. H.
Newmap; he is a zealous, good

disseminate the truth, Passing

in reprobation of a man having
two or more wives at the same
time, for it was lawful, customary
and homorable, and opportunities
existed around, which were ever
and anon taken advantage of.Herod
the Great, fatherof Herod Antipas,
had nine wives at the same time.
Josephus, ‘““the Jearned and authen-
tie Jewish historian,’”” im relating
these things, says, “For it is the
anciens practice among us to have
many wives at the same time.”’

Antiq. Jews, book xvii.chap. i. Yet |

on by rail still further west, on
Aagust 31st, 1 had the pleasure or
speaking to a respectable audience
at Columbus. Bept, 5th I also ad-
dressed the citizens of NorthPlatte,
and was the means of removing
some prejudice from the minds of
the people. Passing on still fur-
ther I found in almost every vil-
| lage & few persons who had once
been connected with our Church,
Bome few were bitter apostates,
while others still retained s portion .
of the spirit of the gospel, and were

the polygamy of Herod the Great

and of others was not de-
nounced by John the Bap-
tist, as the adultery of Herod

Antipas and Herodias was. In
fact, not one undeniable denun-
ciation of plurality of wives can be
found in the Bible, from Genesis
to Revelations, though there is no
lack of denunciations of the abuse

anxious to get back again into the
gospel net, Arriving at Rawlins,
Wyoming, by regquest of some of
the citizens I conseuted to deliver
an addrees in the Court House on
the evening of the 12:h inst, At
the hour appointed I found the
house well filled., Taking a text
from the 16th of Mark, I thoughtcf
speakipngon the first principles of th e

of mmhglai, whether mu;mgnmiu EW{-"‘BH Ettl“ W“tlgd to speak ﬂlll U-;-ﬂ
or polygamic, ACOB, |eariy seiliement DYy our peoplie In
po the Rocky Mountains, and of 1l § ’5
>  —

Sorvespondence,

Closing Series of a Mission.

SALT LAKE CITY,
e &Ptt 29} 13?9-

Editors Deseret News:

I again resume my pen in order
to give you a few items respecting
my late mission, Bro. Daniel Stu-
art and myself, baving been re-
leased to return home, on the 21st
of July, we bid adieu to Prest. J,
Argyle and the saints and friends
of the Tennessee Conference, and
took ecars for 8t. l.ouis, where we
arrived on the 23d, and spent a few
days in visiting the Saints and in
administering to the sick. On the
27th, we attended a meeting of the
saints there and ad them,
impreseing upon them the great
neceesity of gathering with the
body of the Church. At this point,
Bro. Btuart parted with me to visit
relatives in lowa,while I made my
way by steamer up the Mississippi
te visit the BSaints of lllinois and
[owa, some of whom Bro. N. Mad-
son and I had baptized during the
early part of eur mission, Found
the most of them in the anljuymnnt
of the epirit of the gospel. Some
bad emigrated, and others were
desirous of dolng 8o as soon as cir-

{demons,

trials and persecutions we had e. =
dured from time to time for tte
gospel’s sake. Affer speaking 20
mioutes or more, two young men
left the room and going to the door
they bellowed and ya]ged like

I applied to the peace»
able citizens present to try an
check them; but they did not have
the courage or willto dp so. In &
few moments they were joined by
others outside of the building when
passing around te a side window
they began throwi eggs at me,
when I ceased speaking and dis-
missed the meeting by prayer.
While praying [ was struck on the
side of my face and arm with eggs.
At clese of the meeting a Mr, .
Samuel Morgan iovited me to his
hotel to partake of his hospitality. .
Wiile on the way to the hotel we
were followed by a mobof 120r 15
men, who pelted me with eggs till
our arrival, they even pressed them-
selves on to the portico and used
very abusive language, declared
they would have no more preach-
ling of “Mormonism” in that town;
threatened that if I did not leave
the place forthwith they would use |
me still mere severely, and |
talked glibly of shooting, hang-
jiog, ete. In rteply I told them
that I was an American citi-
zen,and that 1 should nof leave
town till L got réady todoso. In | ¢
justice to the people of Rawlins, I |
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