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thousand times nol so long as
tilethe god of heaven giveselves us
breath and power of speech we
will maintain our rights as ccitizens of
the united states and protest against
women being subjected to such indig-
nities as haap been offered the women
of our community by federal officials
who should be our protectors against
everything of such a nature

and also protest again Althe disfran-
chisementchi ofof law abiding honorable
american citizens because of0 religious
beliefwe also wish to join with OUTour als

in thanking the honorable senator
call and other able Senasenators also the
national comanswomans Eufsuffragefrage associa-
tion who have sogo bravely tidefended our
cause in the national congress may
heaven reward themaftem aZaccordingcording to
their works fotfotousour Savisavior has said

with what measure ye mete it shallshall
be measured to you again 1

mrs L rF monabboach 1 of 0ogdenden then
read a written address1 which we failed
bogetto get in time to publish todayto day
the next address wa by
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mi s president and ladies
it isis our best policy as it is ourduty

and in accordance with our relireligiongion
and the counsels of our leaders to
meet all afflictions with patience and
to suffer wrong rather than do
wrong 111 defense should be ouroar

and it is thehe motive power 0of
this meeting todayto day the mountain of
evil that has beenbe enandland lais in prospect of
being heaped upon I1 theth real
bruntbrant and heft of which callsonfalfallslsonoa the
devoted heads of women and innocent
children has putpat ft into thethebaheartsarts of
the women of the church of jesusjesos
christ of latter day saints to protest
against such unjust and unneces-
sary Pproceedings and if pos-
sible to kiriake a plain state-
ment of our principles and opinions
for be itif knoknowla to all the world we
most assuredly possess both aridadd are
neither wowslow nor weak in making them
known and felt ksas far as we can
inain a righteous way one of the most
irreparable evils withvirth which we are

against which we most
solemsolemnlynry and earnestly protest toIs the
ruthless and inhuman invasion of the
sanctity of the marriage relation andabd
the destruction of the home circle it
has been said by a prominent federal
olliofficialcial that 11 thehe Amer teah idea of
governmentovern ment is founded on the christian
tieidea3 of home where oneoae lather and
one mother each the equal of the
other happy in the consciousness of
mutual and eternal affection rear
about the hearthstonehearth stone arian in-
telligenttellitelligentent and godod family

springs rom loye of
tiryry which IWis borri of lovelave forforbornehome
virtue and moralitytr are the acflowersavers
which adorn the hearthstonehearth stone of the
true family
this word picture Is as truetree as it is

beautiful we wish to deal with stern
facts todayto day and we therefore ask if
the majority ofbf monogmonogamousamous families
ol01 the united Sta even the boyle
aueveryare very profusely adorned with the
flowers 0ot virtue and morality the
abowabove notation in point of actual
factface we unhesitatingly assert and
with a profound feeling of positive
knowledgeto be the very ideal and in-
spiration of the majority of mormon
plural families can a true
and veritable marriagewarr hige which
receives the divine sanction be immor-
al or the issue illegitimate certainly
at this point the boulebone of contention is
made bare and the question is asked

Is it of divine origin who butbat the
biindividual can decide this for himself
the thingsthing of god are only understood
by the spirit of god and when you
rob the individual othiaot his right of con-
science by legislation the greatly to be
mourned nuptials of church and state
are celebrated and the worm
of destruction has entered the
heart of the constitution of
our beloved home of liberty all
houhonorraebe A iven by the latter oaydaysaintsaints totd senators morgan cillcall teltek
lerandler and others for the unanunanswerableswerable
resolutions and armamentsarguments they have
laid before the senate in our behalf
and also who
has had the couracouragee to speak
the truth as she routed it menwien with us
and inain a most aoleable mannermanasr has raisedral d
her voice to stay the flood of prejudicepreprejudicejulice
which is surging over our people

chancellor kent who has been
quoted as an authorityauthor on law says i it
isia within the legitimate scope of the
powerpowei of every civil government to
determine whether plural marriagemarriagm or
motmonogamypy shall be the law of 9socialoctal
life unde rits dominion now who Is
theth higher authority Chancchancellorelloy kent
or any edwe faY law maker or the god
of thibthe universe who chea ted all things
and has ther rightglit to command in the
affairs of earth alve both systems a
fair and patientatile t trial and let the re-
sults be provedrp by the survival of the
fittest

A true marriagemattlin cannot be brodgeprod ac-
tive of evil tortwitit isij the perfect union
of heart and sougooli sanctified by inmutual
consent and sealed by gods holy ordi-
nance the Norormon marriage
covenant is as bbifid ng on tp man as
the wowoman au the
marriage lalawwathis

is a deadly sin and is
punished with usua by excommunica-
tion from theabe cheren which we regard
as spiritual death and it is depend-
ent upon the covenantscovenanta the sinner has
made whether he cailjrcancer be refereadmitadmit
ted as a member again the latter
layday saints regard plural pimarriagearriage as9
an extension of all the privilegess and
good results arising rom single
inmarriagearriage has not eveveryery woman
the undeniable right to be an
honorable wife andaad mother r of fulfill-
ing the end of heirbeir creation andaad do not
toe of life and

prove this to be impossible under the
mori system and were this
the acknowledged law of the land
would it not lay the ax at the root of
the greatest evil that has ever cursed
the earth if the same ceremony seals
each wife to her husband may not each
family be a realization of the beautiful
picture of one father andoneand one mother
etcheach the equal of the other in that
fafamilyatily happy in the consciousness of
mutual and eternal affection rearing
about the hearthstone an intel-
ligent and god fearing family the
raising of an intelligent and god
fearinfearing family las the very es-
sence of the reason for the
revelation of celestial marriage
for god has said he will raise up un-
to himself a righteous seed can the
children of men who daily pollute
themselves in the society of abandoned
women be a righteous seed cau
wives lovealove honor and be faithful to
husbands they absolutely know are

1 laithfaithlessless to them thank god that in
virtue of womanscomans inherent goodness

I1
wives in the monogamy of the world
are more faithfulua a thousand to one
than the husbands

and a pertinent question arises in
speakings ea ing of0 abandonedtin ne women11 if it
hadad been possiblepossible for them to become
jovlovingng anand beloved wives would there
be so0 manyany abandoned the fidelity
ththe hallowedallo ed sacredness and dignity of
each cifes family hearthstone can be
abundantly verified among people
the marriage covenant is eternal and
is eqequallial to each wife in all its blessings
powers and privileges as each is
equally faithful and worthy the
union for all eternity is the keystone
sentence of the ceremony the
bonds then of these plural families
are true virtuous eternal welded by
power given lof heaven and what god
hathbath joined together let no
man put asunder it has been
offered to this people to per-
mit without further molestation all
those pluralclaral family relations
hadbad been formed up to a certain date if
valid promises would be giveniven that all
further relations of this gkkindind would
cease this is generous one
standpoint but the grounded and fixed
faith illo10 the divinity of the origin of the
commandmentcomm an dment the blessings and
po wets expected as results in future
eternal exisexistencetonce are of such a nature
that every mother who is willing to
grant the privilege to her husband Nwillvill
be anxious for theile same blegblessingssings to
descend to her sons and daughters
our faith and confidence in the chastchastityity
and purepare motives of our husbands
fathers brothers and sons are such
that00 we challenge the production
of a better system of marriage and the
records of more moral or purer lives
hand in handband with celestial marriage is
the elevation of woman in church she
votes equally with men and politically
she has the suffrage raising tierher from
the old common law n on serf-
dom to political equality with men
rights ofof property are given her so
that she hsas a married woman can hold
property in her owrown individual right
women are not thrown off in old age
as has been most untruthfully and
shamefully asserted there is nothing
in our plural marriage system that
countenances any such thing the very
nature of the covecovenant forbids it it
is binding through all time and lasts
throughout eternity IIif anany woman
at an advanced period bof07 her life
wishes in a measure to retire from her
husbands society with his consent
this is her own individual privilege
with no one has the right to in-
terfereterfere instances of wrongdoingwrong doing may
be found in familieslofof plural house-
hold but the exceptions are not the
rule the weight of good results of the

I1 majorityity should be the standard of
jujudgmentclament it cannot be true as as
seated that plural marriage is entered
into as a rule from sensual motives it
is self evident that it is not the case
with the wo itillsis unreasonable
to suppose that mem would bringbrin
upon themselves the responsibili-
ties cares and expenses of a
pluralI1 family when they could
avoid all this yet revel in sin and in
the language of a distinguished man otof
the world 11 be like the rest ot us

I1 the supreme court in the cannon
case declared that the edmunds law
was not designed to pry into the se-
crets of the marriage chamber what
exhibition of despotism caucan be
more absolute than the compelling of
the legal wife to testify without her
husbands consent against mmhim inid
utah courts the constructionconstructibn of the
law is of such a chameleon nature that
the people are fain to believe they live
in a world of chaps it is chapchangeded
with every different case it has also
been shamefully perverted chastechaite and
honorablebo women have been taken
alone into a room with fifteen men and
been battedbaited and badgered by prose
cutrig officers and forced on pain of
imprisonment to answer the most in-
sulting and indecent questions con-
cerning their personal condition
their expectedIF maternity andana
their private relations withwith their
husbands children of tender years
have been snatched from the pure
home circle and pliedpiled with questions
cconcerning their fathers marital rela-
tions quite beyond their years until
they tremble wittiwith open eyed wonder
thus the sanctity of home is desecrat-
ed and the secrets of theithe marriage
chamber are dragged into publicity by
those who pretend they wish to pre
8arve e the home and promote the integ-
rityprofof the family relation some no-
ble women rather than reply to these
impimproperroper questions hahaveve submitted to
JMimprisonmentfison ment under the most trying

oae became a mother
within a few days after leaving thebe
penitentiary another wa imprisoned

with a babe in her arms another with
a babe at the breast passing months
under the same roof with the mostmoat de-
graded felons

we do not believe that with allal the
prejudice mostly formed by misrepre-
sentations of enemies that the inter-
pretationsrotations1 ions and administration of thefalawsws as carried on in utah would if
understood be approved or sustained
except by a small minority of the fifty
millions pt people of this republicEe public
we will not yet believe that justice and
equity for want of a resting place have
forsaken this glorious land there-
fore we the women of the church of
jesusjesup christ of latter day saints
once more make a plain confession i oflof
our faith and principles of condic
tionstormed by the unlettered conver-
sion of conscience that we do firmly
believe in the divine origin and the
eternal benefits of celestial marriage
that this system conduces to the ele-
vation and independence of women

that the men of this faith
who are guided by the spirit of the
gospel have the highest regard for vir-
tue and morality are the most to be1 e
trusted and the most loyal citizens of
any men who livealv e upon the earth we
Iebelievelieve the interest and welfaree of this
nation demands a fair test of this prin-
ciple of marriagemair lage if sufficient proofs
are not already on record before the
people therefore ipin thehe name of
justice equity and conscience we pro
test legislation
inhibits the conconductduclotof ouroar lives ac-
cording to our best judgment for this
life and most especially for the future
when our domestic relations do no in-
jury to those who do not agreeaggree with
our system we appeal to the honest
heartedof this nation from president
cleveland to the least one who will
raise a voice agiagainst oppression to use
their Iminfluencefluence as the constituencies otof
congressmen and demand a stay in the
proceedings against this people and
sua aest that the time would be better
employed by the legislators of
the nation in making lawslawn
for the purifying of their own
environment and also suggest that
utah has attained her majority and is
capable and willing to do her own
work earning her own living and paying
her ownown bills and ready to assume the
dignity of statehood and take her place
in the galaxy upon our noble flag of
stars and stripes

miss nellie colebrook read the fol-
lowinglow ing by
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dear sisters I1 cannot meet with you to-
day

but some thoughts of my mind yoyoua shall
hear

though if I1 should write all im prompted
to say

the cry would be treason I1 fear
lorfor the feelings that fill me at thisth s trying

hourare like storm clouds that long have beenbe r
gathering rowerpower

theres a limit beyond which itis hard to
forbear

when by injustice we are oppressoppressedeq
we totodayday seek relief by remonstrance and

praprayerer
and against our oppressionsoppressions protest i

and although every ruler may turn a deaf
ear

there is one who our humblest petitions
will hear

said that the urdlord is now tryingag his
own

that true saints from false we can tell
that even maymaybebe but quite plainly itis

shown
he is testtestingng the nation as well

proving whether lawmakerslaw makers and those who
fulwilfulfil

will use the power oer us torfor good or foforr
ill

alre ady the intent of some has been shown
who hold brief authority here

and most bitter proof of their object is
known

by the scenes which now daily appear
in which justice and libertyliiberty no pait can

claim
where a trwtrial is mockery and law but a

name

oh I1 who shall find blame if each true
womanscomans boxe

in the heat of resentment shall call
for justice torfor those oer whom tyrantstyriants re-

joice
Nnow confined by the prisons dark wall

when the victims are husbands and inanda
we love best

time that the sisters should strongly
protest

how unjust is the law by which they
compel

A wife her husband to speak
and such things divulge to10 the jury and

court
aa were asked in the courtroomcourt lastieelast week I1

oancan you wonder my feefeelingslAngs resentment
have shown I1

when the sister insulted was drulytruly my own

we firmly againstagain t wickedwi ke d lawslaw8 shallshaa pro-
test

aaketake away every dear right
that will sever home ties of thos dowe love

best
and torceforce those we love from our sight

would tuatanat the voices which respond to
this call

could be heard by the senate in national
hall

we appeal to the nation to you who make
laws

the of our church to review
readbead the fate of our enemies then as you

pausean e
thinkthinpk of what you are trying to do

for as sure as you follow the way they have
trod

so suresurelygagod
you falltall neath the vengeance of

the choir sang a piece composed by
bishop 0 FWhItney
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spoke as follows

sisters and friends
we consider aliatthat in our case patience

and endurance have ceased to be a vir-
tue and we cannot longer rbrestrainstrain our
feelings of wounded dignity and sub-
dued indignation when all that is held
dear to us Is trampled upon and our
most sacred rights and privileges
withheld from us our fathers bushus-
bands I1 brothers and sons and indeed
many of our honored and respectedrespected
ladlesladics are exiled from thetheirrr homes and
forced to flee from the minions of thecie
lawlaw

taase whom we love and honor and
who respect and honor us are impris-
oned obliged to snareshare the cells ofof vile
and wicked men and even to wear the
badges of shame aridand infamy and for
what are we an unchaste or an im-
moral jp eople do we sanction wicked-
ness andana crimes or is it because those
who are bound ioto us by holy and ten-
der ties have committed any heinous
offense that such andlindignities1nities should be
lwimposedposed no but regardless of con-
sequences we have direddared to worship
god accordingI1 to the dictates of our
own consciences
and this is our grievous offense acer

tain tenet of our religious laithfaith our op-
ponentsts cannot so
contraryry to their own sinful practices
the evil results of these 0 radicespractices we
have ppersonallyersonally observed particularly
I1in the hospitals of the world where
fallen women seek the shelter they
cannot obtain from those who should
have protected them instead of throw-
ing them and their offspring upun the
Faermerciescies of a cold unfeeling world by
consulting tilethe national statistics we
find new york with women
leading lives of prostitution chicago

boston and cincinnati each 10
and other cities with a like ratio

accodaccordingarding to the number of inhabitants
unfortunately ik record of the op-

posite sex 19i not kept
we are accused ofef being down trod

den and oppressed we deny the
charge I1 for we know e cannot be
found a class of women upon the
earth who occupy a more elevatedmccurypopositionton in the heartsaarts of their hus-
bands orr whose most delicate and re-
finedd feelings are so respected as here
in utahtrue we practice plural maimar-
riage not however because we are
compelled to but because we are
convinced that it is a divine revelrevelationatio n
and we find in chiq principleorinDrin ciple satisfac-
tion contentment and more happinesschappiness
than we can obtain in any other rela-
tionshiptionship

let our works speak for us we are
a temperate god fearing law abiding
people we consider virtue and chastechanti
ty the crowning ornament of womanscomans
character our ladlesladies are educated
and refined and their lives are con-
stantlystatitly characterized by acts of nobili-
ty fortitude and usefulness

we protest and must insist that
should the bills now pending in con-
gress become law it will be as unjust
as it is uncalled for

how strange that the rulers of this
nation should overlook the glaring and
paPpalpableal able evils that so thickly besbesetet
1ththemselves1 e selves and traverse 1 thousands of
anilesiniles in order to stigmatize a small

of inoffensive people called
1

1mormonscormonsMor mons who have already been
rivendrivend to a desert land where I1itt was
supposedased they conlo soon perish and
die from starvation and exposure

for a few years we were unmolested
our oppressors were almost oblivious
of our existence until we had sur-
rounded oueourselvesselves with comfortable
and beautiful homes redeemed the
soil and made this barren region tto0
bloom as a vast and fertile garden
and then again they wage this perse-
cution with relentless hand when all
we desire is to be left alone to live in
peace and to worship our god as

to us best and willingly do
we accord the kaiue unbounded priv-
ileges to all creeds and nations

to err is human to forgive divine
we forgive and pity our enemies real-
izing that god and one man are a great
majority and that the latter day
saints will ultimately prevail and tri-
umph over the opposition of the whole

i world

the next address was by

LAURAlatra HHYDEDRiwe have met to protest against the
indignities and insults that are heaped
upon the women of utah at thepresent
timedtime and to insist on our right to ar-
range our domestic affairs according
to our own conscience

the great head of the nation has
said the welfare of a country was cen-
tered in the homes of the land where
the husband aud the pure monoga-
mous wife ruled their children in love
can he lay claim to such a home a
wife and children heirs to a fathers
fame and a mothers virtue are the
priests and sisterhoods of the roman
catholic church bound tolo celibacy by
the strictest vows doing their duty to
their country according to that stand-
point

yet who would dream of congress
legislating away the bachelorsbachelorls free-
dom

ree
or forcing priest or nun to a sac-

rilegiousri marriage
another illogical point in our treat

men lais all women are franchiseddisfranchiseddis
who are living with a polygamist the
legal wife as well as the others for our
lawmakerslaw makers hold that if she lives with
him to whom she was married for
better or for worse she is equally
guilty yet a learned jjudge basbaa lately
dragged a legal wife into court to tes-
tify in a case against herber hubbandhugband

holding that the wrong was against
her so she was a competent witness
and must testify or be adjudged guil-
ty of contempt the lawmakinglaw making
branch has taken from usua theright of
suffrage whereby we might have as-
serted ourselves at the ballot and
righted our wrongs if we had any
and now the law enforcing side has
taken us in hand and robbed us of
sweet and marital confidence we
must be traitors to ourselves for we
are one with the men whose names we
bear or be lodged in prison and be
subjected to insult

the law now pending in congress
proposes to disorganize our institu-
tions and apply the surplus means to
other purposes than the people in-
tended are the religiousreligions bodies of
these united states prepared for such
a precedent

we are not only pleading protest-
ing and suffering for our own liberty
but for the future freedom of every
citizen of this codcountry

what laws ardare made for the benefit
of the whole nation we are willing
to abide by or bear the penalty of their
infringement without complaint for
we know that god is able and willing
to reward his servants

now we wish to bear our testimony
to those that are arraying wives and
children against their husbands and
fathers that with what measure ye
mete it shall be measured to you
again

DR E S BARNEY

was the next speaker she said

it is said we live alnin a free country
for which our fathers fought and bled
where Is enjoyed free speech a free
press and a right to worship god ac-
cording to the dictates of our
own conscience not so rumor
has falsely sspoken utah is the
exception mrher history has not
beebreadbeen read athasit has lain a closed book to
the mass of the world and to the fifty
five millions of people of the united
statesstate8 not a tithe of that number has
ever known of theithe
ous moral and god fearing people
that live in the little territory of utah
called latter day saints I1 yet some
few politicians eager for pelf stigma-
tize us as a people and say we are a
14blotlot I1 on the body i politic and that
fifty five million people are opposed to
us that is a falfallacylael there are some
who are like the story of a quaker
with the dogdoi he says 1 11I would not
hurt thee but ill giveeive thee a bad
name so he turned him loose
and cried Mad dog I1 mad dog 11 oh that
my voice could reach the ears of those
uninformed and misinformed of the
united states I1 wouldwouldaskask them to
listen to the testimony of the ten thou-
sand wives and mothers of utah with
large intelliintelligentkent lovinglovine families
of beautiful purepart children free
from blemish and ask f them
to take the statistics 0of their
own cities filled with vice and
their children taintedfainted with loath-
some disease from their birth and
then they may be able to see the blot
and in whose eyes is the beam and
in whose the mote say they but
yoyouu have a bad name I1 I1 that maybemay be so
did jesus who was crucified between
two thieves and he was and is still
the swson of god and it is christ cruci-
fied that we worship and the pattern
he set we follow the gospel liehe taughttat the latter ddayay saint elders teach
and for whichb they are mar
byred and their peopleeople oppressed and
that holy book tthee world call the bitle
the latter day saints believe in prac-
tice

rac
and preach from genesis to reve-

lations
eve

now for this the wise men of
the law are like hamanhainan are building a
gallows for mordecai and like him so
they will meet their doom for we
know that god has spoken in these last
days his voice has been hebeardord and we
have meyeral witnesses to this and liv-
ing testimonies unimpeachable but
says the infidelea ill1 I dontt believe in god
or the bible 11 a pitiable condition I1
look upon such as unfinished material

should a nation fold her arms and
sleep or a mother the cries of
her child that appappealseiLls to her in dis-
tress or can we sarwe have a father
when he turns a deaf ear to our call
have we not appealed and protested
against oppression to the highercourts
of the land and asked them to investi-
gate our cause and see if we were dis-
obedient children what was the re-
sponse8 0rise the waste basketbasket receivedage
the protest unanswered

our lessons we have well learned
utah stands at the head of her class
although uncle sam is not there to call
the roll and yvegive hher credit due she is
under the order rearing her
sons and daughtersdaugh tirs I1 that are tall and
will be the tallest of the class like
unto saul bead and shoulders above
theth e rest of the people I1 both physically
morally andalid mentally future years
will echoecho these truths

does it matter if the lord sees fit for
his people to build an ark or to pass
through the redked sea or to place a
jesus among the jews for them to
crucify or a latterblatter day saint to be
nicknamed mormon called bad
names vilified men and women in-
sulted before the courts their children
called bastards men are impris-
oned because they arl not
disown their wives and itif
they dare say they believe in god and
intend totocarracarryrv out his law they must
be sent tofo the penitentiary dare I1
say I1 bellevebelieve yes I1 will say more I1
know that god has spoken from the
heavens and that hebe has called and
chosen hisbis sons and daughters 19 car-
ry out his law suppose it be atai the

continue oa pop


