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and cities of the territory include a
considerable part of the entire popu-
lation and they are increasing itain
population faster than the districts
not included within them their
elections are important and any
general act approved by congress
should include provisions for such
elections the act makes no pro-
vision for city elections unless in
section 11 which provides

allali elections except school elec-
tions shall be held conducted and
returns thereof madea as in this act
provided

this either includes city elections
or it does not so include them if it
includes them the act makes no
proprovisionislon for city registration for
conducting the city election or can-
vassing or returning the votes

the registration provided for
though it includes city precincts

zorfor the purposes of the general elec-
tion is made by and under appoint-
ees of the county court and its offi-
cersce the appointment of registration
eladionofilofficersrs boards of review judges of
election canvassers and the divi-
sion of precincts etc are all the
county machinery this will not
do for city electionselOctious yet what
would be the construction of seesec 11
if approved by congress if seesec
11 does not reach the case of cicity
elections then such elections must
be held underlunder the old law of 1878
which is not superseded or repealed
that notact seesec compiled laws
of 1888 provides all municipal
elections shall be held and conduct-
ed and the returns and canvass of
votes thereof made substantially in
accordance with the provisions of
this act and it shall be the duty of
the city councils of their respective
cities to provide for the registration
of voters and the appointment or
election of all officers necessary and
to furnish all necessary appliances
for the carrying out of the provisions
of this section and to aid them
therein the cirkclerk of the county
court on the demand of the record-
er of any municipal corporation
shall on payment of the proper fefesfeess
furnish a carticertifiedfiek copy of the regis-
try list of voters of 0fanyny precinct or
part thereof within any such muni-
cipalityci

A law for the approval of con-
gress cannot be complete or adequate
if it makes no provision for muni-
cipal elections and leaves them to
be held under the act of 1878 that
law contains the old registration
oath the old provisions for the quali-
ficationfi of voters and officeholdersoffice holdersbolders
and provisions for registration and
the conduct of elections quite differ-
ent from those of the proposed act
I1 do not doubt that the acts of con-
gress modify the old law as to the
qualification of voters but the time
and manner of ascertaining and
enforcing these qualifications would
be a matter of controversy in the
absence of legislation to carry the
acts of congress into practical effect
and legislation failing to do this is18

not the kind referred to iv the acts
of congress

I1 havehaie not carefully examined all
the details of the act it having
reached me at 1 pm of yesterday
too late for carefulI1 consideration but
it differs in detail from an act in my

hands on the same subjects intended
to govern the action of the utah
commission the general objections
to the scope of the act are too great
to make a detailed examination
necessary this act is a substitute
for a large part of the registration
and election law of 1878 and that
chapter of which so much is super-
seded here contains provisions
in conflict with the organic aiactt
and provides that the territorialerial
treasurer and auditor shall be
elected by the people also that va-
cancies in the office of probate judge
shall be filled by election my prede-
cessors in office have repeatedlysteny
urged the legislative asse i bly to re-
peal these laws and free the statute
book from such unlawful provisions
I1 refrain from repeating this request
because it seems the plain provis-
ions of the organic act and the de-
cision of the supreme court of the
united states furnished much bet-
ter guides for legislation on these
subjects than any I1 could give
there are several other laws of like
nature which conflict with the
organic act and encroach on the
powers Coucongressgress has vested in thegovernor I1 mention specially those
in the same chapter revised by this
proposed act because they could not
haveave been overlooked with reason-
able care to see how the chapter
should be aniamendedended or if they were
overlooked it shows the act has not
received sufficient care

the history of this controversy is
well known and the deference due
to cor action and the plainoldnduty imposed on me to execute the
authority conferred by congress
would leave me to hesitate to send
to that body for approval an act
which by its carefully worded re-
pealing clause leaves these unlawful
provisions standing on the statute
book and in the same chapter the
act revises

while these are objections that
could be removed the important
objection remains that the act tois a
step in the direction of returning to
the people of the territory of utah
the fullful measure of self government
which congress has deemed it neenec-
essary to withdraw but is not in
harmony with the views and pur-
poses of the american people as ex-
pressed I1ina the acts of congress

assuming the full responsibility
for my action I1 return the bill dis-
approved believing that if I1 should
approve it and congress should ap-
provepbrove it it would not result in good
to the people of the territory hutbut
would serve to prolongolig a conflict
which under existing conditions
and progressive influence is rapidly
solving itself

I1 am very respectfully
arthur L THOMAS

governor

THE NEW REVENUE LAW

SEC 1 be it enacted by viethe gov-
ernor and legislative assembly of
the territory of utah that section
2008 of the compiled laws rf utah
1888 isie hereby amended to read as
follows

2008 that there lais hereby levied
and directed to be and colcoi

lecter annually beginning with
the year 1890 an ad valoremvaloree tax on
all taxable property in the territory
of utah asam follows two mills on
the dollar for territorial purposes
three mills on the dollar for district
school purposes such sums as the
county courts of the several counties
may designate for district school
purposes in such counties not to ex-
ceed two mills on the dollar and
such sums as the county courts of
the several counties may designate
for county purposes not to exceed
three mills on the dollar

sec 2 that section 2012 of said
laws is hereby amended to read as
follows

2012 8 65 property shall be as-
sessed to the owner if known if
the owner leie unknown then to an
unknown owner the tax shall
attach to and constitute a lien on
the property assessed if real estate
from the thirty first day of august
of each year and if personal proprop-
erty from the day of assessment it
the taxpayer own both real estate
and personal taxable property the
tax on personal property shalldball also
beabe a lien on therealthe real estate ineichin each
and every case the lien shall be
paramount to all other liens whatso-
ever and it shall removed

until the tax is paid or
until the title vests thereto under a
sale thereof by virtue of proceed-
ings to enforce payment of the tax

seesec 3 that section 2013 of said
laws is hereby amended to read as
follows

20182013 8 6 1iuu assessingng real estate
it shall be describeddescribe with reasonable
certainty as to locality and quantity
according to the maps or plats here-
in provided for it shall lebe suffi-
cient in towns and cities to give the
numnumberberofof the lot block and plat
and on other lands the approximate
area within the section wor other
legal subdivision thereof and the
townshipiship and range in which it is
situated the real estate and im-
provementsprove ments thereon shall be assessedreassessed
and listed separately

seesec 4 that section 2023 of the
compiled laws of utah of 1888 lain
hereby amended to read as follows

2023 each and every tax-
payer shall make a9 written state-
ment upon a blank form to be furn-
ished him by the assesassessor of all taxa-
ble property owned by him or of
which he has control or custody as
agent trustee or otherwise which
statement must be verified under
oath by such taxpayer as to itsite cor-
rectnessness the assessor may leave
at the residence or place of business
of any taxpayer a blank form of
statement requiring the taxpayer to
fill out and return the same to the
assessor within twenty days from
date of service and any person cor-
porationpo ration firmarm or association fur-
nished with said blank form must
return the same to the assessor duly
verified under oath BR to its cor-
rectnessnessnew and upon any legitbegh ct or
refusal to make or return
the statement herein pro-
vided for the assessor must
notebote the refusal 010 neglect on the
assessment book opposite the tax-
payers

tax-
payer name and must make an
estimate of the value of the property
of such person and the value so


