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and oltles of the Territory include a
cooslderable part of the entire popu-
Iation, and they are increasing iu
population taster than the districts
oot included within them. Thelr
elections are important, aod aoy
general act approved by Congress
should lpelude provisions for such
elections. The act makea no pro-
vision for city elections, unless 1o
section 11, which provides:

Al elections, except school elec.
tions, shall be held, eonducted, and
returns thereof madeas in this act
provided.”?

This elther includes city slections,
or it does not so include them. Ifit
locludes them, the act makes no
provislon for city registration for
conducting the city ¢lection or can-
vassing or returning the votes.

The registration provided for,
(though it includes city precincts
for the purposcs of the general eled-
tlon) ie made by and under appoiut-
¢es of the county court and ite offi-
cors; the appointmentof registration
officers, boards of review, judges of
election, canvassers and the divi-
sion of precincis, ete., are all the
county machinery. This will not
do for city electious, yet what
would be the eonstruction of Sec. 11
if approved by Congress? If Bec.
11 does oot reach the case of city
elections, theu such vlections must
be held under the old law of 1878,
w hich is not superseded or repealed.
That act (Sec. 262 Complled Laws
of 1888) provides: **All municipal
elections shall be held and conduct-
ed and the returns and canvass of
votes thereof made sutstantially fn
accordance with the provisions of
this act, and it shall bethe duty of
the city councils of their respective
vities to provide for the regisiration
of voters sud the appointment or
election of all officers necessary, and
to furnish all pecessary appliances
for the carrying out of the provisions
of this section, and, to aid them
therein, the clerk of the count
court, on the demand of the record-
er of any mmunicipal corporation,
shall, oo paymest of Lthe proper fe. s,
furnish a certified copy of the regis-
try lipt of voters of eny precinct, or
part thereof, within any such muni-
¢ipality.”

A law for the approval of Cou-
gress cannot be complete or adeqante
if it makes no provision for munl-
cipol elections, and leaves them to
be held upder the act of 1878. That
law contains the old registrativn
ovath, the old provisions for the quali-
fleation of voters and office-holders,
and provisions for registration and
the conduct of elections quite differ-
ent from those of the proposed act.
I do not deubt that the acts of Con-
grees modify the old law asto the
qualification of voters, but the time
aod mauner of ascertaining and
unforping these qualifications would
be n matter of controversy in the
absence of legislation to carry, the
acts of Clongress into practicaleffect,
and legislution failing to do thls is
oot the kind referred to i the acta
of Congress.

I have not carefully examined all
the detfails of the act, It bhaving
reached me atl p.m. of yesterday,
too late for careful consideration, but
it differs in detall from an act in my

hands on the samesubjects,intended
to govern the uction of the Utah
Commission. The general objections
to the scope of the act are tuo great
{o make a detailed examination
ovcegsary. This act 18 a substitute
for a large part of the registration
and election lnw of 1878, and -that
chapter, of which so much is super-
scded here, contaipa provisions
in cooflict with the orgauic act,
and provides that the Territerial
treasurer and auditor shall be
elected by the people; also that va-
cancivs in the office of probate judge
shall be filled by election. My prede-
cessors in office have repeatedly
urged the Legislative Asse 11bly to re-
peal these laws, and free the statute
book from such unlawful provisions.
I refrain from repenting this request
because it seems the plaln provis-
ions of the organic act, and the de-
cision of the Bupreme Court of the
Unlted Btates, furnizhed much bet-
ter guides for legiglation on these
subjecta than any I could ygive.
There are several other laws of like
nature which comoflict with the
organic act and encroach on the

wers Cougress hag vested io the

overnor. 1 mentivn spevinlly those
in the same chapter revised by thia
Eroposed act,lecause they could not

ave been overluoked with reuson-
able eare to sve how the chapter
should be amdended, or, if they were
overlooked, it shows the act has not
recui ved sufficient care.

The history uof this controversy s
well known and the deference due
to Cor gressional action and the plain
duty imposed on me Lo executo the
authority conferred by Congress
would leave nie to hesitate to pend
to that body fur approval, nn act
which by its carefully wordes re-
pealing claugre leaves these unlawful
provisions standing on Lhe statute
book and in the same chapter the
act 1evises.

While these are objections that
could be removed, the important
objection remalns that the act is a
step in the direction of returning Lo
the pe()f)le of the Territory of Utah
the full measure of self government
which Congress has deemed it nec-
vssary to withdraw, but is not in
harmony with the views and pur-
poses of the American people ns ex-
pressed in the acts of Cougress.

Assnming the full responsibility
for my action, I return the bill dis- |
approved, bclieVing that if I should |
approve it, nnd Congress should ap-
prove it, it would ot result 10 good
to the people of the Terrifory, but;
would s-rve to prolong a conflict
which under existing conditions.
and progresgive intluence, is rapidly
solving ilself.

1 am very respectfully,
ARTHUR L. THUMASB,
Governor.
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THE NEW REVENUE LAW.

Bec. 1. Be # enacted by the Gov-
ernor and Legislative Assembiy of
the Territery of Utah: That section
2008 of the Compiled Laws of Utal,
1888, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

Z008. That there is hereby levied
and directed to be assessed and col-

lected annually, beginoing with
the year 1890, ap ad valorem tax on
ail tuxable property in the Territory
of Utah, as follows: Two mille on
the dollar for Territorial purposes,
three mills on the dollar for distriet
school purposes, such sums ns the
county courts of the several counties
may desigpate for distriet school
purposes in such counties oot to ex-
ceed two mille oo the dollur, and
such sums as the county courts of
the severnl counties mny designate
for county purposes not to exceed
three mills on thedollar.

Bec. 2. Thet section 2012 of said
laws is hereby amended to read as
follows: )

2012 B. 5.—Property shall he as.
sesged, to the owuer, if known; if
the owner Le unknown,sthen to an
unknown owner. The tax shall
attach to and eoustitute a livn on
the property usscsred, if real estate,
from the thirty-first day of August
of each year, and, if pergonal prop-
erty, from the day of assessment. {)t
the taxpayer own both real estute
and personal taxable property, the
tax on personal property shall nlso
be a Hen on thereal estate. 1o each
and every cuse the lien shull be
paramount to all other liens whatso-
ever, and it shall oot removed
therefrom uptil the ta¥X is puid or
untl} the tifls vests thervlo, under a
sale thereof, by virtus of procced-
iugs to enforee payment of the tax.

8ec. 8. That eection 2018 of said
lawe is hereby amended to read as
follows:

2018 B. 8.—1In assessing real estate
it shall be described with reasonable
certainty as tolocality and quantity,
according to the maps or pluts here-
in provided for. 1t shall bhe suffi-
clent in towns and cities to give the
oumber of the lot, block and plat,
and on other lands the appyimnte
area within the section,®or other
legal subdivision thereof, and the
towpshipand range in which it fs
gituated. The real estate and im.
provements thereon shiall le assessed
and listed sepsarately.

BSec. 4. That section 2023 of the
Comgilud Laws of Utah of 1888 in
hereby smended Lo read 18 foliows:

2023. 8. 16. Each apd cvery tax-
payvr shall make a wrltten state-
meat upon a blank form, to be furno-
ished hiw by the assessor,of ull tuxa-
ble property owned by him or of
which he has control or custody ns
agent, trustee or otherwise, which
statement must be verified under
vath by such tuxpayer ns to its  cor-

‘rectpess. The assersor may leave

al Lhe residence or plage of buniness
of uny taxpayer a blank form of
statement requiring the taxpayer to
fill out and return the rame to the
asgtssor within  twenty days from
date of service; and uny person, cor-
poration, firm, or association fur
nished with snid blank form tmust
return the same to the asseasor, duiy
verified under oath, an to its cor-
rectness, and upon any oeghct or
refusal

to make or return
the staterment herein pro-
vided for, the assessor must

note the refusal or meglect on the
asseasment book oppusite the tax-
payers’ nnme, und must make anp
estimate of the value of the property
of such person, and the value so



