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I1 feel it a pleasure my brethren and
sisters to be with yuuyun in this conference
conferences are very important gather-
ings for the latter day saints when the
business of the church is transacted

4 and we vote our confidence for our

brethren who are called to preside over
us and to be our miniministerstiters and we re-
new our fellowship for each other it
seems necessary that we should meet
ottenoften together to worship the lord to
fellowship together and to have our
spiritual strength renewed for by cul-
tivationti our spiritual as well as our
physical strength is renewed the
more we labor in temporal affairs the
stronger we are inin those things and the
moreimore we labor in spiritual affairs the
Sattrorongernger we are spiritually only those
are weak spispirituallyily who give little at-
tention to spiritual matters it is very
desirable that our spiritual natures
should be developed and strengthened
equally with our physical natures in fact
our spiritual natures should have the
preference we should seek first therkingdomI1derencegd0in of god and his righteousness
weW e should seekek first the spiritual part
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ofbof man this is necessary for the
reason that we are naturally of the
world we are in a fallen condition
and we have greater need to cultivate
wrour Sspiritualitypi rituality than our temporality
ouradur hearts are naturally set upon the
temporal things of the world we
seek after them we desire them we
naturally give1 chief attention to those
things Hhenceence the commandment of

T the0 lord that we should seek fifirst the
kingdom oiof god and his righteousness
we are more likelylicely to neglectneglect our
Zspiritualfirl tUal duties than our temporal duties
there is a naturalnaturaI1 demand upon us to
supply the wants otof our physical na-
tures we get hungry we get cold
unless we are well clad the cold ad-
monishesmonisonishes us to clothe ourselves the
hunger demands of us food to keep up
the physical structure but men seem

f to be able to live a long time with but
little spiritual culture the introduc-
tion ot the gospel among men is in
orderarder to change the natural tendency of
fallen man and to lead us to theithe culti-

c ration of the spiritual man the
mlW man is eternal the mortal man is
mote mortality must be changed

tojtolimmortality before it becomes eter-
nal it is important that we should
take care of the spiritual man and keep
it without blemish and free from corrup-
tion because corruption and wickedness
bring spiritual death just as physical
injury and blood poisoning bring death
to the mortal tabernacle we want our
spiritual lives preserved we also want
our physical lives preserved that we
may make as extended and as good a
use afof this state of being as we can
this isis an important probation for us
and it is proper that we should lengthen
out our days therein and prove our
selves worthy of the favor and blessing
of the lord it is necessary that we
should have an experience in this pro-
bation in the cultivation and exercise of
faith in god under conditions where we
are not permitted to be in his presence
there is a curtain now between us
and we know him only by faith it is
not possible for us in our present
concondition to know god except
by the principleprinciplerin

ciple of faith by
exercising faifaithh in god we are brought
to the spirit otof repentance and by the
spirit otof repentance and the principle of
baptism we are relieved of our sins and
are brought back into a nearness to the
lord that we may commune with him
become acquainted with him by his
spirit and be led by degrees into his
presence that is the process by which
mortal men are finding their way back
into the presence of god and coming
to know him and his works and that
they are his works and there is no
other way for us to obtain a knoknowledgecledge
of god we are told in the scriptures
that no man can truly say that jesus is
the christ but by the holy ghost no
man can know that our father in heaven
lives anandd that he is our father but by
the holy ghost the light and inspira-
tion of the holy ghost bring that
knowledge to man and it is not brought
in any other way there is no other
spirit that can bring that knowledge to
man men may bear witness to each
other but to give knowledge to the soul
of man that Ggodod actually lives and that
jesus is the christ is something that can
only be done by the inspiration of the
holy ghost

we have embraced the gospel which
has been revealed by our heavenly
father through his sonbon jesus christ
and the responsibility that is upon us iis
enormous I1 question whether we fairly
appreciate the greatness of the respon-
sibilitylity that rests upon us I1 hold that
it is so great that we cannot be justified
in doing a wrong thing and that there
is a measure ot condemnation attaches
to every latter day saint that allows
himself to even entertain wrong thoughts
and wrong impressions I1 hold that we
cannot be too careful too exact and too

proper in our lives men taymay possibly
be too exacting to their neighbors but
when we come to sit in judgment upon
ourselves we cannot be too careful and
exact in the requirements that we make
upon ourselves of course the respon-
sibilitylity seems to be graded according to
our callings and the amount of intelli-
gence and wisdom that is entrusted to
us by the lord some are called to very
responsible positions and of course the
more prominently persons are brought
before the latter day saints and before
the world ahe greater is the responsi-
bility upon them because they are
looked upon by a greater number of
people an example is expected from
them toward a greater number because
of the responsibility that is placed upon
them we fi d that a high priest in a
wawardrd like this perhaps moves along
quietly among hisbis brethren he bears
the holy Melchi sedek priesthood but he
is not called to be particularly promin-
ent butiabut if he is called to be a bishop
in the midst of the people then all eyes
are upon him all israel expects that
bishop to be an exemplary man in all
things and they are entitled to expect
it he isis a representative of the lordhe bears not only the high priesthood
which is the greatest of all but he is
called to a prominent position he is
set upon an eminence above ever body
else in the ward hence they all look
up to him he is the head and centre
of that ward and the high priests the
seventies the elders the lesser priest-
hood and all the associations and or-
ganizations of the people are entitled to
have a good example from that bishop
not only so but the whole church so
far as he is known as a bishop is en
titled to expect from him a proper ex-
ample and I1 say that the bishop who
does not set such an example is not en-
tirely worthy of his position so it is
with every other officer of the church
the president of a quorum of seventies
or of elders or ot the lesser priest
hood is also under obligation to set a
correct example it is quite just that
the people should expect of him a good
example he should be proper in his
conversation and in his associations with
the people for when a man is called N

to a prominent position he is honored
of the lord it is a direct preference
expressed for that man nutnot that hebe
may be so very much better than the
rest of his brethren with whom he is
associated but the lord shows a prefer-
ence for him and puts a responsibility
upon him above that of hisbis brethren
therefore more is expected of him
when a man is called to be a bishop he
isis called to one of ththee most responsible
works that there is ini n the midst of the
people I1 do not know of any office in the
church that makes a man as much a ser


