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THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

A subscriber who accompanies
hiebig communication with the neces-
sary guarantee of good faith in
the shape of hisbis name wantswanta
to know how the electoral college
proceeds of whatwaxt it isin composed how
proceedsftt counts the votes and something of
its general procedure A little book

entitled the practical politicianclau
recently issued in this city gives the
desired information we copy the
portion of it regarding the electoral
C allege as it seems to be about what
our correspondent desires

every fourth year thia Is one of
them the peoplePOOP Is inins the different
states go through the solemn and ma-
jestic performance of choosing electors
who in turn choose the president and
vice president we often hearbear af so80
andio having carried such a state for
the former office and while this is
practically correct it tois theoretically
wrong the intention of the framers
of the constitution was clearly to take
the choice out of the handsbands of the peo-
ple and vest it I1 a body of men
chosen by the people those so chosen
to be a deliberative and executive body
styled in their aggregate capacity the
electoral college this was as nere
after set out a concession to the ham
altoniantonianllIlton tan system of governmentgovern the
eupappositionpositionup being of course that only
dofan of station ability and influence
would be made electorslectors and that they
would naturally select two of their own
kind or the highest offices this ques-
tion soon resolved itself into a more
representative shape through the or

11 leation1 and growth of practicalil11 pol-
iticsCC9 that isin the form was preserved
but it became an unwritten lowlaw that
electors should vote for the men nom-
inated by their respective parties and
they have done so with one or two ex-
cept IBS ever since of course the con-
ventionsventyent ions which placa these electors in
nomination make a selection of men
well known first of all as staunch par-
tisans who will vote it elected for the
candidateamididates of that particular party al-
ready nominated and thus have the
sovereign citizens measurably reduced
abe chances for a sovereign of another
characterob to betray the trust reposed
in one asan an elector would not subject
the person so betraying to a criminal
or any other prosecution for there is
no law against it but he would likely
receive treatment much more rigorous
and long continued in that he would
be looked upon andaind treated asan a second

sic

bonedbenedictlot arnold and not only
teal but most probably social ostracism
would be hishie portion for lirelife Is not
this a striking exemplification of the
rule of the common people in spite of
the actual restraints designed for them
by the founders

each state tois entitled to asaim many
electors as it has senators and repre-
sentativessenta tives combined in congress
each has the same number of senatorstors

two while the number of represen-
tative varies in accordance with the
population but a state Is entitled to
one in any event the electors are
nominated by the different party con-
ventionsvent ionsious in the same manner that
other officers are nominated but the
manner of their election rests exclus-
ively with the legislature in someacme
states the nominations are made by
congressional districts each one nam-
ing its own and the two at large
representrepresentingin the senator eare put up by
a state convention in others the latter
gathering names the entire list but in
every case except in michigan under
a recent enactmentaulkthey are all
voted for in bulk by the
people of the state so that a
voter in the first congressional dis-
trict for instance votes for the elector
representing the twentieth district asan
well and for all others in this way
the candidate of the party which car-
ries the state tois apt to and nearly al-
ways does get the full vote of the
state though this tois not an in
variable sequence by any means since
in nearly all elections where more
than one man is to be chosen some
receive more votes than others and
sume are elected while others are de
feared on the same ticket in the elec-
tion of 1880 the vote of california was
divided between hancock and gagarf-
ield

r
tirethe former receiving five the

latter one this isin the most recent
case

the electors having been duly
chosen on tuesday alter the first
monday in novemberMo vember receive each a
certificate of election from the gov-
ernor their official meeting takes
place on the second monday in janu-
ary next following at such place asan the
legislature may apappoint usually the
capital of the state after the custom-
ary formula each elector deposits a
ballotilot containing the name of his
choice or rather his partycarlysa choice
for president and immediately there-
after votes in like manner for vice
president A certificate in triplicate
of each vote is then made out and oneon

otof these under seal tois ouentrustedtrusted to a
special messenger chosen bybj the elect
ornors to be delivered out of hand to the
president of the united states senate
in person another set Isia forwarded to
that official bygallby mailmall and the third isia
filed with the judge of the districtdietrict
court for thebe district in which the
election Isie held

the senate and house of represent-
atives meet in joi itt session 1I 1 the hall
of the latter body on the second wed-
nesday in february next succeeding
when the certificates areopened by the
president and four tellers previously
appointed count the votes and read
aloud the result their lists are then
handed to the presidentont of the senate
who makes a formal announcement of
the result if there be a result and the
thing tois done the nownew president and
vice president are officially intro-
duced to the people the installation
occurs on the 4ah of march following
and is usually accompanied by impos-
ing demonstration a

inin cuecase there should be no election
by reason of there being more than
two candidatescandid atea and no one having re

a majority of all the oleelectoral
votes the houses immediately separate
and the representatives proceed to elect
a president eachbach state casts but one
vote sadad of course the majority of the
delegation determine what baatat shall
be two thirds of the states constitute
aalithequorum but it requires a mejomajorityrity of
all the states to electeject in casocase thehe
house should not be able to chome a
Presilentlent the vice president chosen
by the senate itif there shall himehave been
no such election by therthe electors bobe
comes providentProp ident at the timethao the latter
would have been inaugurated

our correspondent also desires in-
formation regarding the word plural-
ity used so often in election returns
the same authority answers this ques-
tion there tois no plurality whahn da
there are but two candidates as oneoae orof
thetheotherother has then a majority that is
a preponderance of all the votes caskoas
unless it should be a Ustie when three
or more candidates for an office are
voted for the one that has movemore votee
than any other pisshas aa plurality the
size of hisbis plurality being determined
by the difference between his vote and
that of the candidate having the
next highest one to him for in-
stance A Bbandand C aream candidate for
the legislature A has B and
0 votes it will thus be observedobserve
that 0 lisshas not a majority because h


