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- TI*—IE ELECTORAL COLLEGE.

#taA Bubscriber,” who accompanies
bis communication with the neces-
sary gusrantee of good tailh ino
the ehape of his_ nome, waDla
to kpnow how the Electoral College
proceeds, of what it is eomposed, how
it counts the votes and something of
ite genera! procedure. A Ittle book
entitled “The Practical Politiclan,*
recently fesued in this city, gives the

desired” Information; We copy the
portion of it regardlng the Eleotoral
O)llege, sa it seems to be sbout what

our correspondent desires:

Every fourth year—ihis 1s one of
them—the people 10 s lhe different
stetes go Lhrough the solemn and ma-
jestio performance of choosing elactors,
who in turn choose the President and
Vice President. Wae often hear of Bo-
and-so having earried such a state for
the former office, and while this is
practically correot it is theoretically
wrongz., The inteintion of the iramers
of the Constitution was clearly to take
the choice out of the hands of the peo-
ple and vest 3t 1 & body of men
chosen by the people, those o chosen
to be o deliteralive and exeoutive body,
styled in their aggregate capaolly the
Electoral College. This was, as nere-
atter get out, s concession to the Ham-
fltonian system of government, the
eu pposition belng of course that only
mon of ststlou, rbility and influence
would be made electors and that they
would naturally select two of thelr own
kiond orthe highest offices. This ques-
tion scon resolved iteelfl inlo a more
‘Pepresentative shape through the or-
genization and growth of practicil pol-
ftice; that ie, the form was preserved,
but it became an unwritten law that
electors should vote for the men nom-
loated by thelr respective parties, and
they have done so with one or two ex-
ceptl \ns ever since. Of couree the con-
ventions which plac: these electors in
nowination make a gelection of men
well known Brat ot all as stuunch par-
tisans, who will vote, it elected, for the
candidates of that particular party, al-
ready nomijnated, aod thus have the
sovereign citizens messurably reduced
the chances for a soverelgn of another
character. To betray the trust repored
in one as an elector would not saubject
the perton so betraying to a oriminal
or any other prosecution, for there Ia
oo law against §t; but he would likely
receive treatment much more rigorous
and long-continued, in that he would
be looked upon and treated as a second

Benediot Aroold, and not only politi-
fcal but most yrobably social ostracism
would be his portion for-life, Is not
thia & striking exemplificatlon of the
rule of the common people in apite of
the agtual resiraints designed for them
by the founders?

Each etate is entitled to as many
electors as It har senalors and repre.
sentatives combined, in Congress.
Each has the same number of senators
—two—while the number of represen-
tatives varles 1o acoordance with the
population, but a state is entitled to
one in any evenl, The electors are
nominated by the different party con-
ventipps in the rame manner that
other officers nre nominnted, but the
| manper of their election rests exclus-
ively with the legislature. In some
alates the nominatione are made hy
congressionnl disiricts, each one nam-
ing its own, and the two at large,
representin the senators,nre putupby
a stale convention; In others, the latter
gathering pames the entire list but in
every case (excepl in Michigan under

a recent enactment) they are all
voted  for in ulk hy the
people of the state, so thal a

voler in the First congressional dis.
trict, for instannce, voles for tbe elector
representing the Twentieth district as
well and for all others. Iu this way
the candidate of the party which car-
ries the state 18 apt to and npearly al-
waye? does get the full vote of the
state, though this s mnot an in
variable sequence by any menns, since
in nearly &l electlons where more
than one man is to be chosen, some
receive more voles than others and
syme are elected while others are de-
fuated onthe same tigket. In the elec-
tion of 1880, the vote of California was
divided belween Hapcock and Gar-
field, the former receiving five, the
intter one. This ia the most recent
caBe,

The electors having been duly
chosen on Tuesday siter the first
Monday in November, receive each a
certificate of election from the gov-
ernor. Their official meeling takes
place on the second Moanday in Janu-
ary next following, at such place as the
legislature may appoint, ususlly the
capital of the state. A ftertbe custom-
ary formula, each eiector deposits a
Lbailol coptaining the mname of bis
choice—or rather his party?s choice—
for President, and immedijately there-
after voles In like manper for Vice
Presldent. A certificate in triplicate
of each vote is then made put, and one

of thepe under seal s entrusied to a
special messenger, chosen by the elect-
ore, to be delivered out of hand to the
presiden’ of the United Blales Senate
in person; another set is forwarded to
that official by mail, and the third is
flied with the judge of the distriet
court for the distriet in which the
election is held.

The Senate and House of Represen-
tatlves meet in Joi ¢t eesslon 1 the hiall
of the latter body on. the second Wed-
uesday In February mext succeeding,
when the certificatesare opened by the
president, and four tellers previously
appointed count the voles and reand
asloud lhe result; their ligte are then
banded to the president of the Menate,
whe makes a formal Anpouncement of
the result, if there be a result, and the
thing 1e done—the new President and
Vice President are officlally intro-
duced to the people. The jostallation
ocours on the 4:h of March foliowing,
and is usually acesvapanied by impoa-
lng demonstrations.

D ¢ase there should be no eleetion,
Ly reason of there Lelsg more than
two cendidates aud no one having re.
celived a majorlty of all the eleztorat
voles, the houses immediately separate
and the Representatives proceed to elect
s President. Each state casts but one
vote, aad of course the majoriiy of the
delegation determine what that shall
be. Two-tnirds of the states constitute
a quorum, but it requires s majority of
all the states lo ewoct. In case the
Houge should not be able to chocee a
Presiient, the Vice President (chosen
by the SBeuate if thereaball have been
nosuchelection by the eleciors) be-
comes Presldent at the 1ime the latter
would have been inaugurated.

CUur correspondeat also desires in
formation regarding the word *‘plural-
ity used so often in election returns.
The samenuthority answers this ques-
tion: There {8 no pluraiity wh-n
there are hut two candidstes, a3 one or
the other bas then s majority, that is,
a preponderauce of all the votes cast,
unless it should be a tte, When three
or more candidates for an office are
voled for, the one that has more votes
than any other has & plurslity, the
size of his plurality being determined
by the difference between his vote and
that of the candidate having the
next highest one to him. For {n-
stunce: A, B and C are candidates for
the legislature; A bas 600, B 650 and
C 600 votes; it will thue be observed
that © has not & majority, becsuse he



