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riages are born sometimes five months
and even less after marriage. This
i8 an evidence of something very
wrong. And this is not all. We can-
not tell what is done In secret. This
i3 made public, because the evidence
of sin comee to light and cannot he
concealed without the commission of
more hideous crlme., And this among
a people such as we arel It is a dis-
grace to us. Yet much of it Is due tw
our neglect. Fathers and mothers do
not pay that attention to their chil-
dren, to their habits and thelr associa-

tions, that they should do. It
they watched them with care,
and enquired of them where
they went and with whom they
assoclated, and threw safeguards
around them, such things would not
happen, There are condltions of
gocjety, even among other natlons,

. where such things are very uncommon,
because of the habits of the peuple.
Fathers and mothers guard thetr
daughteras with the greatest clrcum-
spection and vigilance. France is one
of those nations. Although France s
aaid to be a corrupt natlon. the daugh-
teras of the people are watched and
their associatlon with the other sex
is guarded so that nothing of this
kind scarcely ever happens. But with
us there is too much familiarity be-
tween the sexes. It iz wrong. it leaas
to bad results. The commisslon of
sln makes lives of unhappiness, No
woman can forget the trespass of her
husband, and no man can ever forget
his own sin. It is painful through
life for them to think about, We
should, a8 =a people, guard ngainst
these things. All sorts of evils are
introducing themselvesn. We have
men here with whom a woman cah no
more be trusted than she couid be in
the den of a wolf—and men of res-
pectable appearance, and who Act as
though they might be gentlemen.
Parents would he as safe in trusting
a daughter to a wild heast as to one
of them. This class of men prey upon
the other =sex, and have brought
themselves to think that it is neither
sinful nor Wwrong. They destroy
virtue wherever they can, and take
pride in It, They do not belleve there
need be any virtue among men, and
all women whom they can Induce to
comply with thetr wishes they view
ap their lawful prey, And these peo-
ple come among us, and consort with
us! Our young men, too, consort with
them, and some of them take lessons
from them. We have heard lately of
an occurrence of this character that
has stirred our souls to the very cen-
ter.

When will these things end? When
CGod visitas the wicked with Hla judg-
meonts, as He will do. Then these
practices and the wicked and the
knowledge of their wickedness, will be

destroyed. Then, I hope, the flithy
detajle and the exact forms and
methods of these abominations wiil

be kept secret. as the Prophet Alma
counseled hls son Helonman concern-
ing the secret caths and covenants
of the Jaradites, that had come down
from the days of Master Mahan, of
whom we read in the npew transla-
tion, and who was the head of that
secret organhization that banded
themselves together to commit mur-
ders and works of durkness. Alma sal
to Helaman:

“Therefore ye shall keep these secret
plans 2f their oaths and their cove-
y:ants from this pecple, and only their
wickedness, and their murders, and
their abominations, shall ye make
known unto them; and ye shall teach
.them to abhor such wickedness, and
ahominations, and murders; and ye
shall also teach them. that theae peo-
ple were destroyed on account of thelr
wickedness, and abominations, and
thelr murders,”
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S0, I trust, it will be with us. The
knowledge of the wicked and thelr
destructton will he preserved In our
midst; but the =abomlnation and the
wickedness itself will be concealed
from human knowledee. 0 that wick-
edness may bhe abolished in the earth,
and the reign of righteocusness be
ushered in.

My brethren and sisters, in talking
in thls strein I am not Indulging In
any theory. I do not wish to deal in
the least exaggeratlon concernlng
conditions that exiat. My duties have
called me to mingle with the world
considerably; but I have avaided
knowledge of things that were open
to me if I had chosen to look nt them
or to enquire about them. Notwith-
standing thls. it has been impossible
for me to avoid knowing considerable
about many wlcked practlces, and how
little of sin iz attached to them by the
people of the world. It is this that ls
the fearful feature in soclety. Men
may seduce; men may be guilty of
vileness; men may get disreputuble
names for their assoclation with the
other sex: and yet soclety will re-
celve them and condene their offenses;
| in fact. it has seemed to me sometimes
as though men of this character, with
a certaln class ¢f women. were more
attractive than pure, modest, diffident
men. They seem to think more of them
because of the fame they have
achleved in their conquests of virtue.
But o poor girl that falls In such a
way, she Is trampled In the dust and
becomes a lost soul! And her own sex,
while admiring the seducer and recelv-
ing him Into thelr soclety, will fre-
quently be the Im>»st fierce and vehe-
ment in their denunciations af their
poor sister who bas fallen by the wiles
and seductive Infiuences of the.man.
Now, all this is wrong. Yet this feel-
ing is among us to some extent. ulso.
Men ought to be held, and I helieve
the Lord does hotd them m such
cases, to a far stricter accountablility
than he does women. The woman has
‘her own passlons to contend agninst;
but when she has the man's mpor-
tunities added t«. these, shall not the
woman be viewed with mercy, and be
looked upon differently to that vile
creature who, possessed of atrength
and power, adds his Importunities to
her weakness and overcomes her, an
makes her the victlm of his unhely
lust? 1 say, Yes, Yes! Such men will
be damned; and If there Is any decper
damnation than another, they will be

consigned to It.

I Now, if we want our generations
to live tn the earth, and to have them
g0 down through the thousand years;
if we want to have representatives
among the chlldren of men during
that happy perlod, we have to lay the
foundation for that now. As we¢ have
been told during this Conference,” the
day of the Lord cometh: it is near - at
hand; and if we and our children live,
it will be because we try to be pure.

No generation from this time forth

can live for any length of time unless
' they are pure; for God has sald It,
and His word does not return unful-
filled. Even now you can see how this
Church ia belng c¢leansed as we BO
along, Look at the familles that we
have known In the Church, ani see
how they are being thinned our. just
as though we were passing through a
sifting machine. And when we see how
few of those whom we have known
have clung to the iron rod and main-

taincd thelr fajth, we are led to ask. |

then can be saved? Then how
many families there are who, after
the death of the father and mother,
| are not numbered among the Baintr
of God! This i a cleansing process
which is going on. and it will contlnue
to go on more and more, because we
are advancing. The Lord will hold us
to a stricter accountability than He
ever has done, because we have more

who
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‘light, and because of the near ap-
proach of the end. The end does ap-
proach, and the Lord Jesus will come
In the clouds of heaven, as has heen
predicted, and He will reign un the
earth, and over a pure people. Hig peo-
ple will be cleansed and made pure
iby the destruction of the wicked ang
the preservation of the righteous That
is the reason every wise man and
woman observes the Word of Wisdom
They want to live and be preseryed
when these calamltles and Judementa
shall sweep through the ecarth., wWa
ought not to have to preach it for p
| minute among a people such as we gre.
Every man and woman should bha
determined to keep that Word tha%
they may have the blessing, thu't the

and their children may llve andg n{
be killed with pestilence and Slc'r:neso

Such persons will desire every '.h"%‘
|of thelrs to avoid violating the coun

| sel of God in these things. They will
also say, besides observing the worq
yof Wisdom: “I want to pay my tithip

I expect there will be a burning aomg‘
day, and I want to be preserved whee
the day of burning comes. I wang tn
keep the law that will bring the tulo
fillment of the promises of God':
Should not we here In this year 789

lhl'veI In this way? [

any have saupposed tha

time the Lord would ha\'et é:)!l’nethlls
His glory. He has not yet come ip ¢} Y
manner. But He Is coming. apg I:l‘:t
coming is near at hand. Theyero Y
we should each endeavor to }i,a 1S
that we shall be prepared for Hig o 4
ing; we should prepare the \\—}] orl;'l-
keeping His commandments gpg 1§ o
ing #o that Satan will be boung »
far as we and our families are p o
cerned. It Is Incumbent upon ug lgn-
{ we should live this way; for the T, at
[will not. I ecan assure you ([ g é’arf:
having knowledge upon this polnt)p al

ways bear with us. Elders cannot w &
themsely out as they have d.,hge?r
the past, and as they are st{]} doj 3
in preaching the word of God to t{,’.g'
people, and the Lord not hold th- P os
ple accountable for their dlsobed_[ ec .
if they refect that word. The Lord. wil}
| have a pure people. He will hgy a
| people whose hearts are changeqd €
1b$lome r;ellglo#s societles, ]

elleve altogether in falth as

essential to salvation. On u]t;leo??nly
hend, I have heard some of our E]dc:'!;
go to the other extreme and almost
| look upon work as belng all that =
necersary, because Of the saying of
James. But the word of God which we
have teaches us that we puat
he born again, and our hearts must Le
changed, End every evil desire crushod
{out. Qur whole natures should be
changed by the obperatlons of the
Spirit of God and the principles of the
Gospel. I think it was Brother (low-
ley who spoke concerning iome atpos-
tates whom they found while labaring
In the mission fleld In Missonri, When
| they belonged to the Church they had
not recelved and enjoyed the Spirit of
God. There are some probably here
today who have never had thelr henrts
|changed, never had new desires, never
| been converted from their ofd de-
Bires, and the “old man' ls with them
itill. There have been people wham
ywrobably, we have all known wht;
vould cheat, and He, and get drunk
ind do other evil things, just as mucl{
as If they never had been brpuasht
into the Church of Christ. Are these
| the children of God? No; God doea
not own such people. When men an?d
women join the Church In sincerity.
they repent of thelr sins, and t,hey.
have new desires. The desire to Jo
evil Is taken from them. °‘fhe Spirit
of God will not dwell In A man that
has evil desires and does not trv to
quench them. We as a people ~hould
seek to be converted in this respeet, If
we have not been. If we are as wicked
and have as wicked Inclinations
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