There is a great deal of injustice in
thigworld aud much of it issometimes
winight in the name of the law. It
would not help the “Mormons, how-
lever, if the same lawa thatare applied
to them: were enforced upoll other re-

iglous bodies. The ‘‘Mormon®?
Church has never asked for this.
We cannot say that the sects

have never encouraged the attack up-
on ““Mormon?’ Church property. How-
ever we ean afford to bear the wrong if
they can afford toald io its perpetra-
tiLn, We have no doubt that the time
will come when the trestment of the
“NMormons?? will be condemned by the
country s much as it was onceen-
dorsed. Right wiil yet come upper-
most and justlce will one day be done.
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THE MENNONITE RELIGION.

Cexnsus bulletin §31 contains the
atatistics of 28 religrous denominations
ingluding the twelve branches of the
Meunonite family?

The Mennonites have pever been
fuliy numbered before, A few branch-
8 have made reports for denominul
tionsl purposes, but anything like com-
plete statistics has not asppeared unti-
the census of 1890. Though this re.
ligious family is quile a religious one
in tihe United States both in wealth
and numbers, yet little Ia known out-
aide its own fold of its bistory, customs
and doctrine.

There are 12 hranches orsecta known
as Mennonites, but Jdiftering in some
particulars, The parent sect ia usually
called The Mennonite Church. It has
in the United Btates 246 organizations
and 17,000 communicante, 10,000 ot
whom are in Pennsylvania. The
valueof its church property is given at
$317,000. Itie repreeented in 17 States,
and organized into 12 conferences.

This church traces its origin through
Menno Bimons, to the Waldenslana of
the Twelfth century. Meuno, the
man who gave a name to this sect, was
born at Friesland, Holland, in 1492.
He became s priest of the Roman
Catholic Chureh, bhut in 1536 he
changed his faith and at first identified
himself with the Waldensians. Soon
wfter he began to organize churches
opposed to infant baptism and holding
the principle of non-resistance. The
first colony of this sect settled in Amer-
ica in 1683 at a place now cailed Ger-
mantown in Pennsylvanis. At pres-
ent Holland, Germany, Switzerland
and Russin are represented in the
Mennonite Church in this country.

In 1632 a cofifession of faith was
adopted by the sect inm Holland, It

ntains eighteen articles, and is ac-
xpted by ail Mennonitesin the United
Btates. %n addition to artlcles declar-
Ing the doctrines usually held respect-
ing God, the creation, the fall of man,
the - redemption, the Soriptures,
repemtance, bapttsm, and the Lird’s
supper, the = confession  enjoins
the practine of washing  the
Saints’® feet, the marriage only
of members of the same (&ith, the non-
resistence of violeuce, counseling flight
rather than the sword, the use of the
baun of excommunication, and the
shunning of expelled persone; italo
forbids the taking of oaths. .

The ordinance of baptism is adminie-
tered to candidates on their knees by a
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with both bhands from a vessel and
pours it ypon the head of the candidate,
recitiog the usual formula. Applicants
who request it are baptized in the
water, kneeling therein while the
minister pours the element on their
hends., The Liord’s supper is ohserved
twice a year, usually in the 8pring
and fall. After communion domes the
ceremony of feet washing.

Ministers are chosen from the con-
gregation to be served. The selection
is made by vote. If the choice be
unanimous, the announcemeunt is made
by the bishop, and the candidate after
examination is ordained.

Among some of the Amish and Rus-
sian congregations the choice is made
by a majority vote. When a plurality
of candidates are nominated, a day is
appointed to choose hy Iot one from
among them. The deacons take as
many books as there are nominations,
p one is placed a slip of paper on
which has been written: “The lot is
cast into the lap, but the whole vizpos-
ing thereof is of the Lord.” Each
candidate draws a book, but he who
draws that containing the slip is con-
sidered chosen and is - ordained.
Deaccons are also chogen in this man-
ner.

Difficuities between brethren are
pettled by arbitration, A member
who refuses to settle in this way is ex-
pelled. Members catvnot accepl any
public office except something connect-
ed with school munagement.

There are eleven other Menmnonite
sects Jiffering from eaoh other, and
from the parent sect only in matters of
ritual or church disciplinme. The
Awish stands-tirst of these with nine-
ty-seven organizations and 10,000
members; the Genera] Conference
Mennonites next, with forty-five or-
ganizations and 5000 members; third,
the Old Amish Mennouite éburch,
with twenty-two organizations and
2000 membere. The eight remaining
sects aggregate about 7000 members, so
that the total of M-nnonites In the
United States amounts to near 50 or-
ganizations and about 42,000 members.
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REALISM IN THE PULPIT,

THERE is in New York City a
olace of worship known ua the Broome
Street Tabernacle, It is located in
the most populous district of that city.
1t forms & central point between Mott
Btreet and the Bowery, and Centre
Market and Broadway. The pastor of
this church is the Rev. C. H. Tyndali.
His congregation representa probably
the lowest atrata of Gotham society.
But it is his realistic method of in-
vuleating Scriptural doctrine that at-
tracis the attention.

Mr. Tyndall calls his system preach-
ing by object lessone. He first
tried it on children in S8unday schools
and gradually carhe to adopt it in his
regular services. Itisin many respects
very simple, though appearing rather
dramatic for the pulpit. When he
prepares a sermon on temperance, ‘he
has objects to represent every step on
the road from the first glass to delirium
tremens. He exhibits cans labelled
beer, gin, whisky, and ao on,

At the various points in his sermon,
realistic scenes nre presented to lius-
trate what he describer. When he

‘blshop of minliater, who takes water.

comes to the closing act where the
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drunkard is in the horrora of delirium
tremens, Mr. ‘Tyndall begins to pull
gnakes out of his boots, and {rom under.
his feet. Of coursethey are ““property?’
snakes but he does It in so realistic
a manoner that old drunkards
who happen to be present are deeply
impressed. It Is aald, that though
many In the congregation laugh at
this system of preaching, there are
| others on whom ft has a reformatory
eflect. ;
Mr. Tyndali has written a book,
describing his system, and showling
how his various sermons can be
¢‘atagéd?’’ or “‘puipited,’” and how they
can he presented most effectively.
There are several other preachers in
the large cities who are preparing to
ajopt this system of inguleating
religious and moral doctrioes. Such
a combination of the pulpit and - the
stage, of religion apd the drama may
prove an attraction (o a certalin class,
but we do not think it will result in
1he prumotion of that influence which
elevates and redeems humanity.
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DEATH OF SENATOR PLUMB.

THE dispatches bring news of the
sudden death of Benator Plumb "of
Kansas, at his apartmenta in Washing.
ton, D. C. He died of apoplexy
superinduced by overwork. i

Preston B. Plumb was born in Dula
ware County, Ohio, October 12, 1837,
He commenced lite as a printer. He
removedsto Kansas in 1836. He was
admitted to the bar in 1861, and waa 8
member of the i{ansas I.egislature in
1862. In thesame year he became re-
porter of tbe Kansas SBupreme Court,
and later on at the close ol the year
entered theUnion srouy as & lleutenant.
He served throughout the remainder of
the ¢ivi]l war, and came out with the
tank of Lieutenant-Colone!. He entered
the Kansas legislature a second time in
1867, and was 8Speaker of the
House in 1568. He was elected
United States Senator from Kansas
in 1876, wus re-vlected in 1883, and
wag, at his death, on his third term,
The deceased Benator also figuréd as
an author, In \1875 he edited and
adanted a law w. rk entitled ¢ Practice
Before Justice Courts In Kaneas.*?

He was a strong and able man both
pbysically and mentally. He was u
rvreat champion of Western Interests
and indefatigable in coramittes work.
He was for a iong time on the commit-
tees of Agriculture and A ppropriations,
and was chairman of the Committe on
Public Lands, He was thoroughly
posted on public affairs and gave his
county the full benefit of his more than
ordinary powers. His desth will be
greatly regreited by his constitnents
‘'and by his associates in the Benateand
is 8 loss to the nation. ‘

ELECTRICITY AS A CENSUS AGENT

THE work of taking the eleventh
c¢ensus  of the United States shows
what perfection has heen attained in
this lice as compared even with that
of 1880. The schedules used in the
last census provided each for some
thirty detailasregarding a family of ten
persons, The average family fell,
however, helow flve persons. About
13,000,000 schedules were returned to.
the Ceneus Office by 50,000 enumera-




