dedicated to the old Prophet Elijah.
onsplcuous in  thie church e
8 life-gize figure of the Virgin Mary
;‘ ith the ehild in her arms, clothed
b 8ilk, nnd adorned with a crown
(;1 which numerous jewels sparkle,
'L entering the church the priests
Yere just busy burning the in-
Cense: to the statues, chanting their
Monotonous Latin masses, which
Were regponded to from the organ
.Bllery by choir boys and monks, all
gorg.eous y attired according to the
l;mhmn of the old ‘““Ronian two-
orned Beast.’? On the floor a few
trk-skinned Ainbs were kneeling,
And sometimes kiming the floor.
686 wore evidently converts. The
Mass being over, an opportunity was
ﬁ;ven to enter the cave, over which
10 church hns been built, and
;‘ hich is clnimed to have been one
? which theProphet Elijah at some
B¢ or other lived. In thiscaven
.tue of the Prophet killing the
Priesta of Boal was seen, very well
tarved in wood.
- Aving visited Carmel I very na-
. l':ll]y_ opened my RBible to read the
Oitative of the ovents prominently
cﬂﬁmectad with this monntain.
I tre had been a great famine in
Srwl, ne rain having come for
¢ Years and a half. Elijah was
sent to announce that God
again send rain. When
fearfully  wicked
tho prophet told him to
a Isracl on Mount Carmel,
0d alsy the four hundred and fAfty
p;OPhets of Baal and the four hun-
nt:d Prophets of the groves which
;8 4t the queen’s table. This bein
byne, the conference commence
“Hﬂn opening speech of the Prophet:
el long halt ye between
fbl? opinjens? If the Lord is God,
oo Him; but if Baal, then fol-
p““: him.>» He further proposed to
e this to a finnl test, by finding
Wwhich God wouldanswer prayer.
prien remember the izsue. The
i 'vftﬂ of Banl ¢cried out all day un-
hey could do =0 no more, but
i:r;f eame no answer. Elijah bent
er. . Boes In earnest but quiet pray-
B\"i:]md the fire from heaven came,
sheocnt to all, and made the people
out, “The' Lord s God!  Tho
prordh is  Godt” Upon this the
o fh ets of Banl were all taken, and,
to d © commandment of Elijnil,put.
tor t?:l"th‘"l" the river Kishon. Af-
of ¢ 18, Elijah went udp to the top
the artnel and bowed himself to
{hed Eround, praying for the prom-
sent rin. And while praylng, he
g his servant up to a point where
the(’Ouk_l look over the sea and watch
tim, rising of the elouds. Soven
fimeﬂ the prophet prayed, and seven
tor:g the servint went to look, be-
this little eloud was visible. But
a t(‘)\’ﬂs enough for the prophet.
S fld the king to hastem home;
sky i"'tur a short while the whole
cam Y23 clouded, and o great rain
€. (Mee 1 Kings, chap. 18.)
Hlop:gm?mu? caves found on the
Vo of this mountain arc said to
times £€iven the prophets, during
shelt of persecution, a welcome
Pher "-p Lven the Greck philoso-
“ajouy Ythagoras, 18 said have
A llaclnm here for some time. The
conty 1orotes of the first Christinn
¥ were very numerous on the
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Carmel, nnd many of the caves
exhibit marks of the work of human
bands. On the whole, a1 walk on
Mount Carmel is very interesting,
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‘syarm;?? for one’s nerves and the
thermometer do not always agrec on
the proper use of these terms.

I suppose, though, that the ther-

and awakens many memories from | mometer is right, however unwill-

ancient sacred history.

I must close my letfer at this time,
hoping to be able to send n few lines
agnin before long. J. M. B.

HAIFA, Palestine, Jan. 30, 1889.

The weaather during the whole
of this winter has leen of so
unusual A character in  the
Holy Land as to attract the at-
tentlou also of certain ecircles in
Europe. BSettlers who have lived
here for more than twenty years us-
gsure us that thoy have never seen
sueh o winter. Theso-called “early
rain*? commenced in Novembor,
and it has continued with a few
short intervals up till this time,
giving hope of a rieh harvest if other
circumstances are favorable. The
amount of rain that had fallen up
to the middle of December was nj-
rendy greater than the tota]l amount
for the whole of last winter, and all
the water cisterns were then full.
The so-called Job’s Well in the val-
ley of Kedron had already then
commenced to low, This commeon-
1y does not tnke place before Febru-
ary or March.

Another surprise to the inhabi-
tants of Juden was ao snowfall that
Insted for about two days. To the
music of rearing thunders the white
snowflakes performed their aerial
dances, and when tired scttled on
the ground, covering it with several
inches of snow. his was in the
middle of December. To the chil-
dren whe very seldom see spow this
was a glorious opportunity for fun,
but not so to those who must lsok
upon lile from the serious polut of
view. In dear Utah we are pre-
Pared for winter with elothes and
iouses; but not so here. The snow
Lere stopped all communication
with the outer world over-
land. No one wants to leave
his house if not compelled to;
and the poor natives in their miser-
able huts and scanty’ costumes suffer
a great deal, as also do their aniinals,
for which no supply of feed, as a
general rule, is laid by. The snow
lasted only a couple of days, and as
soon n8 the sun agaln broke throngh
the clouds, his warm rays demon-
strated his all quickening power.
A nd then the water completely flood-
«tl the country. BStreets and roads
were turned into brooks and rivulets,
and in many houses the lower
rooms were filled with water, one
or two feet deep. The lowest situ-
ated fields were turned into lakes,
and the brooks swelled to streams.

In Haifa, whore I have now been
since Janunry 2lst, it has rained
more or less every du{‘, occasionally
thundering, and all the time blow-
ing a cold wind. “Cold?”? is, how-
ever, only a relative expression, and
must not be nndersboog to mean a
temperature below the freezing
poimt. On the contrary, the ther-
mometer indicates several degrees
of heat. But the air being so damF.
it wraps round one like a wet cloti,
and when sitting in it for days and
weeks, one soon feels it ““cold,?? oven
if the thermometer Indieates

ing my shivering flesh is to admit
that it is “warm.”? But facts; we
are told, are stubbern things; nnd
some wonderful facts here present
themselves. When I look out
through the square hele In the wall,
whieh serves for window, en my
right side I sve the potatovs tlour-
ishing to the height of eight inches
or more. The peas are abuut to
blossom, and the barley stands thick
and green.  An eqll}nlly wordlerful
sight presents itself on my left,
when lIooking through that hole in
the wail, for therethe almond trees
stand clothed in their luxurious
dress of sweet flowers, reminding
me of summer in Utah, when the
blossoms of the 1pem-h and apple
trees 11l the air with delicious I'Ir)ng-
rance; and if I take a walk on Mount
Carmel I find wild tulips, nareissus
anl other flowers, all swinging thelr
little heads in the wind, and smil-
ing, as if to ask, “Is not this A com-
fortable, warn climate??? Of course
1 have tn(f;ut. on my overcoat, a min-
coat, and a bjanket, and assent,
“It is warm, indeed.”
alternative.

But, lenving the weather, T hope
and pray that the blessing of heaven
may be poured down on this eoun-
try as abundantly spiritually as it is
temporally. Indeed I do believe
that the time for deliverance is
near.

The Europeans wlo live here are,
ag you alrendy know, mostly Ger-
mans. They have come here

romftud by n desire to prepare

"nlestine for the gathering of the
Jews and the coming of Christ.

The movement commenced, I un-
derstand, in 1836 in Germauny, and

after some years of agitation {here

were enough members gathered to
form a kind of organization, known
as Templars. 18y have now

founded colenies in Jorusalem,

where their headguarters have been

since the year 1878, and in

Jaffa, Haifa and one or two other
places. I have tried hard to find

out what their real object was in
founding these’ colonies; but it is
not easy to obtain an intelligent
unswer. *We have come here?’

they say, ‘“prompted by the prophe-

cies which foretell the gathering of
Israel and the second coming of
Christ,”? ¢Well, and what are you

going to do here?”? Of this they do

not seem to have any clear idea.

In their doctrines they stand very

near Count Zinzendoril”s followers;,

but the modern views of the ugeless-
ness of baptism seem to have pgot
hold of not a feww members. And so
has also Waldenstrom’s doetrine of
the ntouement. Divisions have fol-
lowed a8 A copseguence, accompa-
nied by spiritunl sleepiness and cold-
ness, and it is more than likely that
this will in the course of time lend

many to see that they were too las-
ty in their efforts at fulfilling .
prophecy.

In the meantime, it 18 wonderful
to ape how there seems to be a long-
Ing for truth smong these Templars;
and in many respects they appear to

There is no



