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dedicated to the old prophet elijah
conspicuous in this church is
a4 life sizeeize figure of the virgin mary
with the child in her armsarm clothedinQ silk and adorned with a crownbli which numerous jewels sparkleonn entering the church the priestswere just busy burning the in-
cense to the statues chanting their
monotonous latin masses which
were responded to from the organ
gallery by choir boys and monks all

chlongorgeously attired according to the
athion of the old roman two

horned beast on the floor a few
darkark skinned arabs were kneeling
and sometimes kissing the flfloor

hese were evidently converts the
assbeing over an opportunity wassvenvell to enter the cave over which

he church has been built and
which is claimed to have been one
in which the prophet ebahaiyah at some
almeme or other lived in this cave aetue of the prophet killing the
priests of baal was seen very well
carved in wood

having visited carmel I1 very na
ally opened my bible to read the

narrativeriative of the events prominently
with this mountain

cherebere had been a great famine in
israel no rain having come for
three years and a half elijah11 waywasfinalnallyu sent to announce batthat god
1wouldW 0ouul again send rain whentteIneeting the fearfully wicked

ng ahab the prophet told him to
aher israel on mount carmelnd also the four hundred and fifty
prophetey hete of baal and the four hun-
dred prophets of the groves whichamate at the queens table this beinbeing

one the conference commentzcomcommenced
Yvanall opening speech of the prophet
how long halt ye betweentwo0o opinions if the Clordrd is god

fallow him but if baal then fol-
low him he further proposed toputpit this to a final test by findingott which god would answer prayerwee remember the issue the
alti of baal cried out auall daydav un

heytaley could do so no more butthere came no answer elijah benthiss knees in earnest but quiet prayet andd the fire from heaven came
evidentwent to all and made the peopeopleleshout the lord lois godigod Wtheelo10iotorde is god upon this the
peets ets of baal were all taken and

ile commandment of ahtot eluahely putw death by the river Kkishonishon after
of
abr this euah went up to the top
r cannel and bowed himself tothet ground praying for the promwea rain and while praying henellt
he illshis servant up to a point where

0 could look over the sea and watchtaeg rising of the clouds sevenala
fira the prophet prayed and seven
t

00 the servant went to look be-retore 1a little cloud was visible butthis
laeall was enough for the prophet
s toldloid the king to hasten homeabildalf after a short while the wholewas clouded and a great rainca see I1 ringskings chap 18

aj erous eavescaves found on the
have
slopspa of this mountain are said to

tirssm givengiven the prophets during
ahou of reecution a welcomeshelter arvenr evenpherdh n the greek
80abin jagorasyagoras Is said to have
mournedyourned here for some time the

of the first christiancelaawuturYy were very numerous on the

carmel and many of the eavescaves
exhibit marks of the work of human
hands on the whole a walk on
mount carmel is very interesting
and awakens many memories from
ancient sacred history

I1 must close my letter at this time
hoping to be able to send a few lines
again before long J M 8

hafla palestine jan 30 1889

the weather during the whole
of this winter has been of so
unusual a character in the
holy land as to attract the at-
tention also of certain circles in
europe settlers who have lived
here for more than twenty years as-
sure us that they have never seen
such a winter the so called early
rain commenced in Ndnovembervember
and it has continued with a few
short intervals up till this time
giving hope of a rich harvest ifotherother
circumstances are favorable the
amount of rain that had fallen uup
to the middle of december was Yal-
ready greater than the total amount
for the whole of last winter and all
the water cisterns were then full
the so called jobs well in the val-
ley of kedron had already then
commenced to flow this common-
ly does not take place before febru-
ary or march

another surprise to the inhabi-
tants of judea was a snowfall that
lasted for about two days to the
music of roaring thunders the white
snowflakes performed their aerial
dances and when tired settled on
the ground covecovering it with several
inches of snow this was in the
middle of december to the chil-
dren who very seldom see snow this
was a glorious opportunity for fun
but not so to those who must look
upon litelife from the serious point of
view in dear utah we are pre-
pared for winter with clothes and
houses but not so here the snow
here stopped all communication
with the outer world 0verl-
and

over-
land no one wants to leave
his house if not compelled to
and the poor natives in their miser-
able huts and scanty costumes suffer
a great deal as also do their animals
for which no supply of feed as a
ggeneralmeral rule is laid byy the snow
lasted only a couple of days and as
soon as the sun again broke through
the clouds his warm rays demon-
strated his all quickening power
and then the water completely flood-
ed the country streets and roads
were turned into brooks and rivulets
and in many houses the lower
rooms were filled with water one
or two feet deep the lowest situ-
ated fields were turned into lakes
and the brooks swelled to streams

in haifa where I1 have now been
since january it has rained
more or less every daday occasionally
thundering and all thete time blow-
ing a cold wind cold is how-
ever only a relative expression and
must not be understood to mean a
temperature below the freezing
point on the contrary the ther-
mometer indicates several degrees
of heat but the air being soae damp
it wraps round one like a wet cloth
and when sitting in it for days and
weeks one soon feels it cold even
if the thermometer indicates

warm coronesfo rones nerves and the
thermometer do not always agree on
the proper use of these terms

I1 SUsupposepose though that the ther-
mometer is right however unwill-
ing my shivering flesh is to admit
that it is warm but facts we
are told are stubborn things and
some wonderful facts here present
themselves when I1 look out
through the square hole in the wall
chichwhich serves for window on my
right side I1 see the potatoes flour-
ishing to the height of eight inches
or more the peas are about to
blosblossomsoni and the barley stands thick
and green an eequally wonderful
sightsigh presents itseitselff on my left
when looking through that hole in
the wall for there the almond trees
stand clothed in their luxurious
dress of sweet flowers reminding
me of summer in utah when the
blossoms of the peach and apple
trees fill the air with delicious frag-
rance and if I1 take a walk on mount
carmel I1 find wild tulips narcissus
ananiI1 other flowers all swinging their
little heads in the wind and smil-
ing as if to ask Is not this a com-
fortablefortable warm climate of course
I1 have to put on my overcoat a rain-
coat and a blanket and assent
it is warm indeed there is no

alternative
but leaving the weather I1 hope

and pray that the blessing of heaven
may be poured down on this coun-
try as abundantly spiritually as it is
temporally indeed I1 do believe
that the time for deliverance is
near

the europeans who live here are
as you already know mostly ger-
mans they have come here
promptedromp by a desire to prepare
palestineales tine for the gathering of the
jews and the coming of christ
the movement commenced I1 un-
derstandderstand in 18861836 in germany and
after some years of agitation there
were enough members gathered to
form a kind of organization known
as Temp lars they have now
founded colonies in jerusalem
where their headquarters have been
since the year 1878 and in
jaffa haifa and one or two other
places I1 have tried hard to find
out what their real object was in
founding these colonies but it is
not easy to obtain an intelligent
answer we have come here
they say prompted by the prophe-
ciescies which foretell the gathering of
israel and the second coming of
christ well and whitwhat are you
going todoto do here of this they do
not seem to have any clear idea
in their doctrines they stand very
near count followers
but the modern views of the useless-
ness of baptism seem to have got
hold of not a few members and so
has also Waldenstroms doctrine of
the atonement divisions have fol-
lowed as a consequence accompa-
nied by spiritual sleepiness and cold-
ness

0ad

andana it is more than likely that
this will in the course of time lead
many to see that they were too has-
ty in their efforts at fulfilling
prophecy

in the meantime it is wonderful
to see how there seems to be a long-
ing for truth among these Temp lars
and in many respects they appear to


