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I1 MADE some remarks yesterday
lin answer to certain ques-

tions which have been put to me in
relation to the principle of tithing
and1 thought this morning that I1
would makomake a few additional re-
marksmarks on the same subject and
perhaps touch upon some other
matters

I1 read over yesterday certain ques-
tions which have been asked me
pertainingert ing to this matter and I1fhthought0u bt I1 would take the liberty of
answering these questions to this
conference there may be
bombsome here todayto day who were not here
yesterday and there may be some
here todayto day who do not read the
doctrine and covenants and who
arearo with some of the
principles relating to this subasubjectct
therefore I1 will read aggagainainnin that
which was read yesterday afternoon
which will be found on the
page of the doctrine and covenants
new edition there maybemay be some who
have not this edition and I1 will say
therefore that the same revelation
will be found in section of the
old edition

revelation given at far west
hiisIllsmissouri july ath 1838 in answer
to the question 0 lord show unto
thy servants how much thou re

of the propertiesleng of the people
for tithing

re-
quirequire all their surplus property to be
put intolitto the hands of the bishop of
my church of zion for thetho building
of mine house and forforthethe laying
the foundation of zion and for the
priesthood and for the debts of the
presidency of myray church and this
shall be the beginning of tlethethe tithing
of my people and after that those
who have thus been tithed shall pay
one tenth of all their interest an-
nually and this shall be a standing
law unto them for ever for my holy
priesthood saith the lord

vernlyverily I1 say unto youit shall come
to passjass that all those who gather
unto the land of zion shall be tithed
of their surplus properties and shall
observe this lawjaw or they shall not
YOU TT anfnrt abide among

and I1 say unto you if my people
observe not this law to keepbeep it holy
and law sanctify the land of
zion unto me that my statutes and
my judgments may be kept thereon

may be most holyoly behold
verily I1 say unto you it shall not be
a unto you and this
shallshail beanbe an unto all the
stakes of zion even so amen

the scriptures say that we shall
rereceive line upon line and precept
upon precept and therefore it is nee
essary sometimessometimes to carry out these
ideas iffm gider that where a people
have been misinformed or have not
judgedU bedged0 or heard correctly they mamayy

0 ut riglit in relation to all general
leadingediezi ing principles A feeling has
more or less prevailed among the
people that tithingg isis a matter to be
decidecideddedonon exclusively by the in-
dividual paying it and that if he
raysgayspays it all right if liehe does not pay
hlahiais tithing it is not quite so right
itibb makes not so much difference A
good saint perhaps may be honor-
able and upright and honest in deal-
ing may be a tolerably good neigh-
bor he may be zealous to a certainextent according to his ideas and
notions in regard to the propagation
of the word of truth nohe may be
native and energetic inmany things
iritbut if he doesloes nightright in the main
tithingjg of veryvers littlejimlittle im-
portance 4 it is onlyonik aa temporal idea
it aoedoe oonfon uss h it izigl

only meant to meet the financial
affairs associated with the church
and that ia19 a mattermatten of very little
importance

now it improperis proper thatwe should be
correctlycorrect f informed in relation to
these matters and a I1 statedyester
tinyilay there I1sa great div ralty opin-
ion existing among nienmen and even
men in authority in the church
say bishops and probably presprospresi-
dents of stakes and others in rela-
tion to the principle of tithing
naw it is properprope that we should
have a correct lewblewjew and a proper
understanding of this principle we
are here to0 calicallcarry out the purposes
and designs of god molasand as I1 under-
stand it we have been gathered to-
gether according to certain
ionstimstons which havohaye beonbeen givengiver PTfor the

establishment of his church upon
the earth and that we as a people
profess to be the lords people and
under his guidance andaudandana direction
each one if he is living his religion
isis supposed to have the spirit of light
of truth and intelligence within him-
self the spirit otof revelation the
holy ghost given unto him by the
laying on ofhands which if he fol-
lows in all its gulguidings and dictates
will lead him into all truth each
man and each woman is placed in
the position that they can drawd raw nigh
unto god through jesus christ to
have the light and intelligence of the
spirit of god imparted unto them
but becabecauseiiselise of the weakness of man
because of our many infirmities
and because of the powers of darkness
and of the many influences that
have been at work from the com-
mencementmencement of the world until the
present time seeking to destroy to
uproot and to overturn the princprinciplesiRles
otof eternal truth and to lead men in-
to error darkness confusion and
death and because it is the way and
order of god he has ordained a holy
priesthood for the guidance for the
direction and for the instruction
mis people

we are told that in ancient days
god placed in the church first
apostles secondly prophets thirdly
teachers and again he gave some
apostles and some prophet and
some evangelists and some pastors
and teachers 11 for what for the
perfecting of the saints for the
work ofgf the ministry and for thetilo
edifying of the body of christ till
we all come in the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the
son of god unto a perfect man unto
the measure of the stature of the
falness of christ that we henceforth
be no more children tossed to and
fro and carried about by every wind

doctrine of men
and cunning craftiness whereby
they lie in wait to deceivedeceive but
speaking the truth in lovelave may grow
up unto him in all things which is
the head even christ that was
the teaching of one of the old apos-
tles furthermore the lord has
instituted in the church in thee last
days the same priesthood that for-
merly existed and for the same pur-
posese vyevrenye have say a first presi-
dencyzeneynency then we have the twelve
then we have high priests then we
have seventies then we llavenave high

and their coun-
selors then we have PreApresidentsdents of
Stake stake in its form a cormcorn
pact body with a prePreident and ilihishin
two counselors and bishops operat-
ing in their p

1 euriaemria
councils operating in their pplacelace
with the priests teachers and dea-
cons operating in theirs all working
and operating together Tabenthenhenben we
have relief societies and mutual
improvement societies and our sun-
day schools and primary assoria

organiza-
tions and institutions which are or-
ganized for the instructioninsiruction of the
rising generation male and female
thus we have the various officers in
the church performing their seveseveralralrai
duties with honor integrity and
truthfulness before god looking
after the interest the welfare and
thehe happiness of those that are asso-

ciated with and that are under their
jurisdiction then these various
stakes in their organizations with
their presidents are subject to the
presiding authorities and the presi-
dents

pres-
identdents thereof have to render an ac-
count to the presidency of the
church and the presidency of the
church ought to be able at all times
to render an account to their heav-
enly father

this is an order as I1 understand
it that is introduced by the al-
mighty and by him alone it is
not of man nor did it proceed from
man and as it did not proceed from
moanroan neither can it progressoca1 14 nor bebei
perfected by banman without the direc-
tion of the almighty in fact with
all these helps with all these organ-
izationsizatlonsions with tuiltill principles ow-
ing to the weakness and infirmities
of man we find it difficult to pre-
serve in purity those sacred institu-
tions that
and we continually need the great-
est care humility self denial perse-
verance watchfulness and reliance
uponnGodgod we talk sometimes aboutabou tgreefree will is that a correct principleyes and it is a principle that has
always existed and roceeded from
godG our heavenly father whengod reverevealedaled himself to joseph
smith it was optional whether helie
obeyed his counsel or not I1 suppose
however looking at things asag thetheyy
exist and as they are in truth god
understood that he would do it hebo
having been selected for that purpose
a long long timetima ago and tthatat tatheae
lord maer that he would adhere toto

those principles and would carry out
the designs of heaven as they should
be communicated unto and required
of him we received the gospel
was any one forced to obey it was
there any coercion in any possible
way manifested toward us not
that I1 know of was oliver cow-
dery who was the second elder in
the church obliged to receive this
gospel no he waswag not was hy-
rum smith obliged to receive it no
hebe waswaa not were any of the wit-
nesses to the book of mormon the
Whitmers and others no and
after they did identify themselves
with this church were they com-
pelled to stay in it no have any
of the members of thoiho quorum of
the twelve the seventies the high
priests or the members dof the high
councils or the presidents of the
seventies or any class of men in
this church been compelled to oc-
cupy the position to which they have
been called I1 do not know of any
do you I1 know there waswag no coer-
cion used with me further than tuetae
force of truth recommending itself
to my mind neither was there with
you further than the power of truth

minds and
after you received thetiie gospel were
you compelled to leave your homes
to come here no you were not
ina fact it was your desire to come
here and you could not be kept back
from coming because you were im-
pelled by the spirit which the latter
day gospel inspires to come to the
land of zion if this is called com-
pulsion it is not the compulsion of
man but the operation of the spirit
of godgd which you recereeereceivedved through
obedience to the gospel

we may here ask in acting under
the dominion or control of the priest-
hood arc any of you forced to do
anything you do not want to if
you think you are inin any possible
way I1 absolve you from it todayto day
every one of you these are my
ideas about the rights of men it is

all free grace and all free will 11 as
the poet has it we have not beeneen
coerced to come into the church we
are not coerced to remain in it but
we have taken upon ourselvesourieIves a pro
bession of faithfalth in god and as latter
day saints we believe that god has
spoken that the heavens have been
opened that the everlasting gospel
liashas been restored to man and wpwt
believe that god has organized hishir
church by revelation through his
servant joseph smith in the form
that we now have it this is our
faith we cannot help that faith
I1 cannot help my fafaithfalth neltneitneitherer can
uble evicee I1

rpeneeence actacieuromVUand a certain kind of reasoning used
to enlighten our minds we be-
lieved after hearing the preaching
of the gospel that it was our duty
to be baptized in the name of jesus
for the remission of our sins and to
have hands laid
the reception of the holy ghost
and when we received that holyghost which takestabes of the things ofgod itA showed them unto us and
then we were placed unonuponupon anotherfooting from what we before
and that spirit has enlightened our
minds in regard to those things of
which I1 have spoken as wellweli as inregard to many others if god has
reveneverevealedaledalea unto us certain things can
weve help our faith in them and can
wenye help knowing this to be thechurch and kingdom of god nocan I1 no can you noito what
would men have to do to deprivede me
of this faith they wouldon id have to
cut off my head or in some otherway to hillbill me and then they could
not change my faith that would hebe
impossible ififaa man knowsknow a thing
liehe knows it audand liehe cannot un know
it there is one way whereby we
can un know these things and thatis by giving way to evil influences
to the powers of darkness and by
departing from the light of god and
then the light within us becomes
darkness and then chowhow great isthat darknessdarknes 11 but when you talkabout controlling a mansmanisIs faith itcannot be done andandI I1 would say to
people who are bent upon having mechange my faith all you have to dois to cut off head and
would not do ifit because I1 wouldstill be myself entertaining the samefaith in the next world and there-fore all that menmega could do toward
I1accomplishingswoIWO this object would beto destroy the body but that princi-ple which iodlodgod liashas implanted in ourhearts it would be impossible to

I1 destroy hence sayssaya jesus andfeartear notD 0 t them whichVh I1ch kill the trody
but are not able to killhill the soul but
rather fear nimhim which is abieable to destroy both soul and body in hellheil

NOWkow speaking again of the organ-
ization which I1 haye referredreferred to
caconnectednnecked with it argare laws whichare caieiilatIlatajtal jaad us on from

strength to strength from knowl-
edge to knowledge and from intelli-
gence to intelligence until we shall
all seegee as we are seen and know as
we are known and hence god has
given for this purpose the various
offices that exist in the church and
kingdom of god I1 would further
ask what is this priesthood given us
for that we may be enabled to
build up the zion of our god what
for to put down wrong and cor-
ruptionjup tion lasciviousness lying thiev-
inging dishonesty and covetousness
with every kind of evil and also to
encourage faith meekness charity
purity brotherlybrotlierly kindness truthful-
ness integrity honesty and every
thing that is calculated to exalt and
ennoble mankind that we may be
the true and proper rerepresentativerepresentativespresentativesa
of god our father hereere upon the
earth that we may learn to know
his will and to do it that his will
may be done on earth as in heaven
and hence is spoken of as

the in heart
when the disciples of our lord

asked him to teach them hovhoy to
pray what did he say when you
pray sayray our father which art in
heaven hallowed by thy name
thy kingdom come thy will be
done in earth as ibit is in heaven
give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts as we for-
give our debtors andanil lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from
evil for thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory for ever
amen besides otherothen things they
were taught to pray that gods king-
dom might come why that the
earth might be delivered from oppre
sionslon cruelty tyranny fromfrona cor
eruptions infamy licentiousness de-
baucherybauchery and all the evils that af-
flict humanityand which have been
introduced by the powers of darkness
for the overthrow and distractiondist ruction
of the human family jesus stands
forth as the great propitiator between
god and man he came here as the
representative of his heavenly
fatheathfathereatherer he is our great high priest
and he lives to intercede for us be-
fore the throne of god who is also
our eatherfather jesus being our elder
brother

now then god has gathered us
together for a purpose and that pur-
pose isis to build up zion and toUD estab-
lishlih his kingdom on the earth and
he could not do it in any other way
that I1 know of than the way in
which he is doing it he may how-
ever have some other icheif he
has I1 am not acquainted with it it
is sufficient for us to know that heliehaqhag chose q av atnWVVr gaolioluka 0 andarearmare doing a
great many good things I1 feel very
much interested inin the labors which
azaiealee being performed my heart is
drawn out in many instances to
many peoples and organizations tbthatat
are engaged in trying to teach the
people the ways of ilfelife when I1see engaged travel-
ing about from place to place teach-
ing the purepure principlesnaples of the gospel
of peace I1 feel like saying in my
heart god blessblesa you and god sisus-
tain

9
you and all israel ought to

havethehave the samesamo feeling then whenr see our missionariesar es doing the
same thing not only in our midstbut elsewhere seeking to promote
the benefit of men to introduce cor-
rect principles and to expose error
and to lead men to the truth and to
rathergatherja them tator zion I1 feel to saygogod bless you in all your operations
and may thetiie spirit and blessinblessing1I
and power of god be with you andana
all israel ought to sustain such menipen
who are engage din such beneficialbennicialelal
labors then when I1 see our sunday
schools jnin operation with ouryoung
meinmen laiadand women and in1 many in-
stancesithethe aged men atyandand aged wom-
en taking an inte our youth and
trying to train up the rising genera-
tion in the batuppaths of life I1 say to all
such god bless you and may his
peace and blessing be upon allah who
are interested in tintiathee welfare of israel
and again when I1 see ouroun youngouni men
andanol young women associating them-
selves together for mutual instruc-
tion and edification learning to com-
prehend correct principles and edu-
cating themselves to become efficient
laborers in the work itliethe great the
important the eternal work of god
which he has committed to us
when I1 see our young men and wo-
men engaged in that way I1 say to
such god bless you and may the
peace and thetho ofgod be with
you and when I1 see our juveniles
whwho arouro organized as primary ass-
ociationsfoelations brought together andtaught to sing the praises of god aandndto comprehend the principleslesies of the
gospel and in manyniany instances theirparents scarcely sense the responsi-
bility god placed upon them whenhe placed these precious jewels in
their Carro0 I1P them tbthothe other

and mothers of lives when I1 see
our brethren and sisters engaged
teaching these children to lisp the
praises of god and to honor and obey
their parents and to do that which
is right I1 say god bless them and
when I1 see our bishops engaged in
doing the will of god and exerting
themselves to promote thetho welfare of
his people over whom they preside
and seeking counsel from god and
oth r sources and doing all they can
to build up zion unselfishly with
pure hearts and clean hands I1 eaysay
god bless you and may the spirit
and power of your office rest upon
you that you may magnify it and
honor your god and when I1 see
the seventies and elders go among
the nations of the earth as many
have done before trying to benefit
mankind trying to snatch them
from the fearful calamity that is
near people do not know
it when I1 seegee men goinggong northforth to
accomplish the purposes of god and
gathergathenather out his elect I1 say to such
godod bless you and I1 feel desirous
and hopeful that these men may be
able to present the eternal truthstruthsor
heaven in such a way that the hon-
est in heart may see and admire
thelandthemand partlepartiepate in the blessings
resulting from obedience thereto

we are here then to build up
zion weve have a temple going up
here and we have others in course
of erection in other places now
while we have nonio disrespect for the
world no disrespect for the na-
tions in which wowe live or to the
authorities actwisely
well if they do not act wlwiselyely it is
not so well kono mattermattei about that
we can trust them in the hands ofor
god we are the friends cfallofallali men
and are the friends of this nation
we are the friends and supporters ofor
Constitutionthethy orthis nati are
the friends of of freedom and
of good administration and good men
every where and that on the princi-
ple of which I1 spoke a while ago on
the principle of freedom liberty be
lieve and letiet believebelleve worship and let
others worship worship as you please
according to the dictates of consci-
ence and let others do thesame it
is for us to be governed by correct
principles and as far acaitit lies in
our power 0t extend to all men this
right and then maintain on correct
principles our own rights
of others and the rights of god
these are my feelingsfeellngsiinn relation to
this matter but the world do not
comprehend our principles they
cannot but we can afford to teach
them the varerveovefu 811 wenwonvencn if we areacuaou lor doing it we rqnnan dealjustly with them and then suffertheir abuse no nimatteratter we can do
all this and a good deal mmore0re
and also advocate the rights of
men look after our own interests
and welfare and the interest of the
community we are assassociatedOC1ated withw ith
and sustain all just lawsjaws and correct

and then we can leave
those men who violate correct princi-
ples in the hands of god but they
cannotcomprehend these things they
do not possess that spirit which alone
enables men to fulfill those prin-
ciples which are given by thethe al-mighty for the benefit odtheof the human
family we do understand them I1choa irlinZ tv Aruhr lu tarrprofession as latter day saints but
some of us possess the spirit by
which they are actactuatedbated and I1 am
sorry when I1 see it but as a people
we are not of the spirit of the world
we are here not ti pattern after the
follies of the world but to build lipup
zion the church and kingdom ofar
of god upon the earth and god has
given unto us of his spirit
that we may seek afterdimand seekto carry out Hihishiaswillwill and he will
continue to enlighten our mind andwe shall grow and increase and ourpur
path will be as that
ing brighter and brighter anlounto the
perfect day do the world under-
stand anything of the religion wowe
have received no it is nothing
new to say this this was understood
long long ayongoago

the natnaturaluralurai man receiveth not
the things of the spirit of god for
they aarere foolishness unto him
neither indeedindeed can he know
because they are spiritually dis-
cerned and when they do not
possess the spirit of truth the com-
forter the holyghostlyGhostbywhich alonethey arelire understood how can they
comprehend them well havhavingin
saidsald so come backhack to tathe
questionque tion of tahtithinging

ththee people were anxious atit the
time the revelationxerevelation was givenn innfarpar know what ththe lordnordrd re-
quired asaas a tithing from his I1saintsI1 wasw ruo there at theti1 e time itift was in
1838 quite a littlee time to look backto some time however before this
revelation was given god had re-
vealed thothe prineprinchylohijo ofor the unit14


