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Memento to Ors mcer,
{Who departed this life, jusSL. Louls, Mg., Oct; 13th, 258}

—

Sad news, hids! he’s mutd and eold,—
Died far away from his dear home,—
B looks 8o like a tale of old,
"~ We hardly think It true, tho” cofié,
Ah Death! thou uncertaln foe,
How dared thou crush so pure a hearty
Well didst thou know, the deadly blow,
Thy dart to thousands would jmpart.
Yet tho” thou st robbed us of a gem
As pure, as bright as ever sped,
Thow’st gained for him a diadem,
- And laid him with the honored dead!’

To him "twas evorlasting 1ife,
‘The prize of eternal crown, -
- Who midst old Babylon’s cares and strife—
~ Oould battle *gainst her deathly frown
. The heavy surge of mental ire,
Borne with the furfous storm of hate=
*Fwas his to combat, false and dire,
Amongst the wealthy, proud and great,—-
And as the billows swept along
1'i"il'c'n;'l:t manly heart he stood, nor shrank;
But stem?d the current wiid, and strong—
Till *heath its meuntain-wave, he sank..

Xet, still e lives, his spirit glows,
' Pencill’d in words of living fire,
Gaught from the altar of our woes—
His burning words can ne’ér expire!
Our eyes can secethe figured sounds, .,
Theletter’d spirit of his thonughts—
8o full of truth, trath that eonfounds
The mighty in their wislom caught.
8o cogenty meekly, truthfuly he
Their men-made systems did explode,-
And led them from the things that be,
To truth, to righteousness, and God!

I{ learning be an earthly prize
To light the brains of duller‘heads!”
Hehad that wisdom, and was wise,-
To guide the peny to paint thelr deeds:
It letter’d skill and classic lore
The deep research and erudition,
Ere gave to man a richer store
Of thought, to canvas, dark perditiony
ITe had that learning quite profound,
Before he knew of imspiration,
And might haye lived and dled, mor found.
Ought, but the world’s adulation!

Bat he disdalned thelr learned fore,
And gave for truth all he held dear—
Ilis name his wife his children,—mors,

His palaee for a.desert drear—
His home the sterile mountain wlld
Where storm-clouds canopled his heady-—
He was an out-casty and exiled
By virtue of /the choic¢e he made!
Thus, humbly for the faith he owned,
© Héproved himself a faithful one,
And will with lasting glory-crowned,
Réceive the welcoma of a son.

Fresh on our minds his mam'ry still

Will live emhalmady 2ill future times
Sliall echo forth the ETERNAL'S will—

His bright reward, in blissful climes.
There we shall meet one brother dear,

Crowned with the triumphs of the just;:
Hest in a-higher, nobler sphere,

Ot honor, and immortal trust,
Where time, nor circumstance, nor changey

W cause regret,—when *twill ba said
&No mere we’ll doubt, nof feel afrald,—

Nor meurn, a LIVING SPENGER dbéad.’

€. 3. L. City, Dec., 1553. LYON.-
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DISCOURSE

BY AMASA'LYMAN, TABERNACLE, DEC.2; 1855 |

A —

[REPORTED ‘BY GEO. D. WATT.

B —

[Concluded from Jast number.]

After a whiie we find those men whe have
traveled long and far, and suffered much; . and
what do they tell vs?. Why, we haye tried’
Mormonism for' twenty years, and now what
conclusion do they come to? - To the conelusion;
that i1s sometimes vnlgariv expressed in this-
way,—*We have not found Morimonism what it
is cracked vpito be—it has been misrepresented:
tous.”" This is simply beeause thiey have not re-.
alized all their expectations, and hopes,and have
not been able to grasp the reward they were
seeking after,.and which they regarded as con-
stituting the elements of happiness. Sao now,
after twenty year's hard service, they are ready,
as we say, to apostatize and go somewhere else
W seek happiness, and leave Mormonism to go
as it may go, to sink or swim. |

If toiling, and laboring, and suffering priva-
tions and hardships were suflicient to save men,
and place within their possession the constitu-
ent principles of happiness to redeem them
frgm evil, sueh men would have been redeem-
ed very likely; such men would have been pure.
But what does it prove? It simply proves; that
if there is anything in a may’s experience, in
his toiling and labor, it is simply the facts that
we gee, the outward result that may be calcula-
ted, that lows from' his labors, such as tlie
bailding of houses, and cities.

He may suffer toil in virions ways; for in-
stance, as in preaching the gospel and trying
with all his mightto get the people 1o believe
that which they ought to believe; to get them
to servé God, and keep his commandments. If
there is anything but this resuitsfrom his labor
and toil in the gospel T am not aware of it. By
and bye he lays his body down in the dust, his
work is not completed, and heis unhappy and

wretched. l

Why isit? It is becunse the
true; because he is not faithfu] that has prom-
ised? No. Bat it is simply because he has
been looking where it is not; for the constituent
prineiples of happiness where they do not ex:
ist; and while he has been laboring and toiling
 he has failed to gather to himselfa store of hap-
piness as the reward of his toil. He supposed
if he built tlus house, performed this mission,
or discharged that duty, that this would give
him salvation. 8ays one, ‘Is it¥Wot this which
gives men salvation? What does the Savior
say? He once on atime defined wkat eternal
life is; and that is what we all seek; that is the
principle without which we as Latter Day
Saints ealculate that men cannot be happy, and
be saved in the kingdom of God, which is to
know the only true God,and Jesus Christ whom
he has sent.

Then traveling by sea and land, living in lux-
ury or poverty, suffering hardships and toil does
not constitute eternal life; because there are
countless millions of earth’s sons that are seen
to-day, suffering and toiling, and wasting
themselves away, wearing themselves out, so
far as their bodies are concerned, until they lay
down in their mother earth, being as poor at the
end of their toil as at the beginning of it, and as
a general thing mor2 wretched.

Then there is something else that should
be connected with all this Jabor; there is some
cther principle, something that should be devel-
oped in the history of every individual besides
the making of a house, the exploring of a new
country, the preaching of the word of God to
others, that word which would save them, and
direct them to the fountain of life and salvation.
And what is that something? Itis the impor-
tant thing which we all want; whether it is large
or small, little or much; whatever may be its
name is & matter of no importance to us, only,
80 we possess it.
| There should be developed that which will
give life and assurance in the bosom of man, the
thing that can eonstitute him happy; that can be
- a means of bliss to him. This cannot be found
as | have said in building houses; there are mil-
{ lions of men that build houses and never know
the truth, they never comprehend it; they began
poor, and die poor, so far as this principle is
concerned.

So it was with the Pharisees;after all the pains
' Jesus Christ had taken to instruct and teach
lthem, and render his teachings so perfectly

simple that a person with but u child’'s capaci-
ty could have understood them: when he was
demanded of them when the kingdom of God
should come, he answered them and said; *The
kingdom of God cometh not with observation.
Neither shall they say, Lo here! or Lo there!
for behold the kingdom of God is within you '
. We as Latter Day Saints have heard a great
deal said to entertain us, and a great many spec-
ulations have been formed in our minds with re-
gard to the kingdom of God, and we may have
pursued our varions ways to impart our ideas to
satisfy those to whom we may have addressed
our conversation in the course of our lives,and
in the course of our labors, as to what the King-
| dom of God is, 80 as tv get our hearers to un-
| derstand it. _
! Now, we as Latter Day Saints who are in
possession of that principle of salvation, need
not say we know of a principle that will produce
salvation, for whenever the principle is devel-
oped in man, he is already saved; he has no
need to go around the bush to find something
else—he has not to take another step to get
something else in his possession before he is
saved, hut when the prineiple is in his posses-
sion he is saved, and he is saved to the extent
to which the principle is developed in him.

Jesus Christ understood this when he tonk
that mild way of admonishing certain of his dis-
ciples, and rebuking them perhaps for their
dullness of apprehension, telling them they
were slow of heart to believe things that had
been spoken by the prophets.

How oftenzhave we been told that it was re-
qnisite for us to live that the Spirit of God would
come and:dweli with us, live in us constantly,
antil it should be a living fountain of life, and
light, and glory in our souls, until it should lead
us into all trutin

What did:'we -wppose when we heard this
was-to happen with us:  What did we suppose
we were to do?* What kind of feelings were we
to cultivate, if any at all; that we may have the
Holy Spirit> -

Says one, ‘that'is one thing, and perhaps the
thing you are talking about is' something else.’
What is the Holy Spirit> What will it do for
you and me> What has it ever done for any
man, or for any people who have been so happ
as to enjoy the blessing of its: presence wit{
them, as-to partake of 1tsfruits, to live and en-
joybe-life which it imparts? What has it done
for us?:

I wonld like to ask every intelligent man this
questiony as Latter Day Saints, if they suppose:
it ever revealed anything more than the truth to
any svul? Did it ever do anytifing beyond
simply reflecting: light around individuals in
which they were enabled to discover just the
gimple naked truth which enabled them to eom-
prehend it as well as be sensible to-its existance.
What did it ever do, whether you apply its:pow.
er to revelation, to the-principle of light that it
would impart; or to the fact that there isa God
who lives,rules and reignsin the heavens, above-
and in the earth beneath; or whether you apply
it to something that might be called a smaller
matter,—a matter of less magnitude; did it ever
do anything but simply teach mankind the
truth?

Then the truth is the highest point that can
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be gained, il isthe richest germ that can be pos-
sessed; you cannot go beyond it, nor stop short
of it without partaking of falsehood,and error.—
There is_no alterpative left. The principle
that governs the dwelling of Jehovah is truth,
simple truth, and that is a]l there is upon which
:n. ;:;rmnnent foundation for happiness can be
aid. .

If we would learn the God of truth that im-
parts life; and freedom from darkress and error
to ug; it is simply that truth that nables us to
comprehénd the facts in relation t» him. If we
learn ourselves it is the same; it would be the
revelation of some principle applied to ourselves,
to our own history, to the reason why we are
here, and the same that brought us here. Then
this is what the Holy Spirit will do.

We have been taught that we should so live
that'it should be with us continually. How is
it that we are to live that it may dwell with 0s?
Have we tolive so as to possess this truth, this
counselor, this adviser, this minister that will
admonish us of God, and for our good, and tell
us the truth always?

Have we got to depend upon the contingency
of our being able, for instanee, to go to meeting
every Sabbath day to hear somebody inspired of
God tell the truth that we may see it, and hear
it, mark it, and define the exact ground we
should oecupy, the path in which we should
walk, and the duties that should £ill up the mea-
sure of days through the week.

ft this was the way that we were to be sayed,
by living for the truth, and getting it in our
possession, and this was to be the only prinei-
ple npon which we were to possess ourselves of
its advantages, if any thing should happen that
we could not go to church, we should be as hard
off as a mariner in a fog without a compass or
chart. We should, in every sense of the word,
be lost, and be entirely unable to find ourselves.

Was this what was contemplated in the gos-
pel? Was it contemplated to make the condi-
tion and circumstances of those individuals that
should embrace the gospel better? I do'not
think that it was, I do not believe it was.

The savior intimated that whoever should do
the will of his father, ehould fulfil his require-
ments, what should be their condition; he inti-
mated that this principle should be in them
like a well of water springing up to everlasting
life. To the woman at the well at Samaria he
said, ‘whosoever will drink of the water 1 will
give them shal] never thirst.'

Ohe of the ancient apostles in admonishing
his brethren who had been tanght probably as
much as the Latter Day Saints have, and pro-
bably Thight have embraced the gospel with sim-
ilar views; says he, ‘We have also a more sure
werd of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that
ye take heed as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star
arise in your hearts.’

When a man is in darkness it is necessary he
should have a candle,or some borrowed means of
light to dissipate the darkness around him. How
long? Until the day dawns, and the day star
arises. Where? In this man's heart—in your
neighbor’s heart? No. But give heed unto the
sure word of prophecy until the day dawns, and
the day star arises in your heart.

When the day dawns, we dispense with the
light of the candle; when the day star arises in
the heart, to use the language of the apostle, it
reflects its light there. Does it wear away? No,
it is there continually. The apostle chose that
as a figure that was as near something immuta.
Lle and without change probably as anything
that could oceur to his mind in selecting the
dawn of day and the rising of the day star.

The apostle Peter spoke these words, a man
inspired of God, who spoke thus to instruct the
uninstructed, that they might be brought to the
comprehension of some truths, be led-to c'rink at
some fountain of life; this was the ohject for
which they were to attend to this instruction.—
Then you can discover very readily that it is
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those 'I‘.hiﬂgl that will lctuﬂ]j tellthe truth on
a man, when his lips fail tospeak it; his actions
will tellit, What did they consider it worth?
As much of their tithing as they could not avoid
paving,

Some may think it is worth a tithing but not
any more. Another man congiders it worth
every thing; and more than every thing of which
he can entertain a perception. He would not
refuse to pour out the last dollary he will hent
the last eorner of his pocketto gel ocut the jast
farthing to give toit. And when it comes to
his labor he would not stop to labor one day.in
ten, but ten whole days, and only wish there
were more days to Jabor to accomplish more; be-
cause in so doing he is serving himself and en-
larging his own interest, when he is seeking
the interest of Mormonism.

Why so? Because he estimates it to be that
that is universal initsextent, and intimately as-
sociated with every principle of the Gospel, in
which the narrow conceptions of meaosre drowp-
ed, they are lost, submerged like a mote cast in-
to the orean.

On taking this view, he does not stop at
any thing he can do. . Does he stand back from
pouring out his life's blood? | No, but he pows
it out as freely as water that glides down #rom
the summit of the snow clad hills to the valleys
below.

In what consists the difference between these
two classes of men? Itisin the estimate they
place dpon the value of Mormonism. Onecloss
considers it worth whatthey give for it, and the
other considers it worth more than they can
possibly give. |

Then it is as men receive the gospel, and en-
dorse the truth;if they consider it excellent
above every thing else, so they will manifest
their love for it, and their zeal in promoting its
interests, and the accomplishment of its ob-
ject.

You can readily see, then, how the kingdom
of God must be built up in the soul of every
individual; Zion must be developed there. What
is Zion? It is the pure in heart, 8o says the re-
velation. Do you suppose you are going to
build up the kingdom of God until the perfeo-
tion of purity and truth is developed in the
hearts of the people of that kingdem? No. —
You may gather them together by thousands,
and tens of thousands, until the concourse swell
he congregation in Zion to millions, end what
will it amount to until this principle is developed
in them? _

There willbe a corresponding stream of apos-
tacy flowing out, at the same time at the back
door. What is the reason? Simply because
this principle is wanted, this important part of
the Gospel is omitted, if it has ever beenm
thought of; its harmonizing influences are not
felt through the sphere of man’s being; his in-
terests are at war with the interests of Zion; he
runs after some fancifn] yotion that is at war
with the kingdom of God. e cares not for it,
he would exchange it fora piece of bread and
cheese, for a farm or for the glittering treasure
of the world. = |

Why, because the principle is not in the heart
that causes him to estimate the real value of the
gem which he rejects; he considers it worth but
a trifle, consequently he will barter away his
chanee for it, for a trifle. That is the way men
act for Mormonism. We are going 1o build up
the kingdom of Gud, and compass sea and ]and
to tell the erring sons of earlth the gospel, and
testify that the Lord has set his hand again to
build up the kingdom, and then get down by
the fireside and say Mormonism has been
preached so many years, and perhaps, in five
years the son of man must come; and in their
feelings they say, it cannot be put off; from
what br. Joseph said, and from what br. Brip-
ham has said, or some body else, we calculate
the Son of Man will be here in a few years at
the farthest. And will he not haye nice times
when he comes, visiting among this people?

the development in the soul of every individan]
of this principle of light, or life, I eare not which
you call ity it is this comprehension of truth the
apostle refers to.

That the great object of the gospel, and the
object of its being preached was the develop-
ment of its light in the soul of those individuals.
that are to become heirs of salvation, the sons
and danghters of God,, who are to be clothed

' righteousness that we talk about, when

When will he ecome’ When will be the day of
peace

and truth,and the kingdom of God shall eover
the earth as the waters do the deep? It will be

| when the principle of truth and light and life are

developed in the hearts of the people that

dwell on the face of the earth, and never ungil,

i

then. | -

Knowledge is just as near the earth,sofar es

upon with the principles' of truth with whioh
God is clothed;] that in the eomprelension of
trath, they may receive a capacity to wiil and '
do, and accomplish those things whiclr are re-.
quisite to their happiness and'exaltation.

And so long as this object fails to be accom.
plished—so lJong the preaching of the Gospel
has failed to aocomplish its object, as far as
those individuals are concernéd, and- the objeet
for which that labor was performed. Whether
the lack is in the man who preaches, or in the
people to whom he preaches,it isall the same.

This is- a point that Latter Saints should|
duly appreciate and consider; because if we do
not. the consequences are, discontent in the
mind, and dissatisfaction; we shall gparrel
with circumstances that: are around us, we
shall find fault, simply because we are not con- |
tented; and because the estimates we place upon |
truth, and the blessings conferred upon us, lead |
us to consider-that they are not worth the labor |
we are required'to, bestow, the money or means
we are required'to give. The consequence is
we consider it & bad bargain, and we want to
rae; and then ss Latter Day Saints we aposta-.
tize—we quit it—we back ont, saying, we have
nugmnd Mormenism what it was cracked up
to be. '

How have such people rereived it? What,
views have they entertained of it> There are

knowledge

that is concerned, now asgit willbe then; but.
where isit? There issuch a thing.as truth, es a.

comprehension of it, but that does not prove
that it exists within you or me;. or that eith-
er of us have the adyaniage,or can secure to
ourselves the advantage of haviag it in. pos-

session; although a seraph might stand by our.

side, whose being has been made radiant by
the light of truth, we still will be in some
ignorance corresponding to che amount, of
We possess. 4 | :
The light must be in the saul® be"ore itz bene-
fit can be realized. We have heard our feacher

tell us that two and two make four;if we had®

never heard anything else, if this was all that had
been connected with if, would we ever have
comprehended the principle? No. The compre-
hension of it must exist ina man’s mind. It
must be in the center of his being, a fountain of
light, and consequently of Jife and glory, from
which fountain should proeeed life and truth un-
til 1t isidffused throughout his whole ‘be:ng, unhl
all his affections 2re sanclified, and his judgment
corrected. :

Then he would have ne need to. pileup and
read the musty records of passed ages, because
the prineiple of light, and'life, and truth is plant-
ed in himyand when he began to, partake of the'r
fruite. te-drink of this fountain, would he thirst
again? No. When a man learns the truth, he

does not feel any more anxiety about it, he does



