168

THE DESERET WEEKLY:

io this direction, in a8 much @& from
their puint of vlew, thoze compliga-
tlons must appesr as Lbe Inletvention
ot Providence In their behaif in order
to give tbem lbe time bpeeded for
strenglhening their bande to the war-
Iate.

Eoglieh papers have recentiy o -
talped descriptions of the prevajliuy
oonditions in 8yria and Palestine. Tb
oountry is ioundated by Turkish
eoldjerr. Only a short t.me ago 1y
the region hetween Jafla and Jerans-
lem there were 60,000 *‘lascare’’ nr
so'diers, gatbhered not under the crim
gop rad bapnnere of the Turke but wu-
der the green flay, anu this ja tuken ar
a8 sure aign Lhat the ‘fholy war? js
being proclaimed. The Mohammedan
Arabs who arv laken from their homes
and familiee and driven 1iEe oattle lo
Ltbe ranke of the army loock upon the
Chbrietiane a8 the resl canse of Lheir
misfortune, snd they vow vVengeance
ip Ltheir beuris, The ecldiers are bpt
poorly clad spd fed, and tbe conse-
guence s that they are compelled to
live ag robbers. The Christlans are
cobeidered legititnate prey,

Officially the Turke explain that
the maseing of troope ie Decessary for
the sul jugution of the Druees, & pecu-
Jlar aud remarkable people in Lhe
Liebapon mountaipoe, but t i
nol likely that thie is the eole nbjeot of
the mobillzation of trvope, since Lthe
Druseve 'n lheir monnlain [estnesser
aiwaye have been In oppoiltico to the
goveroment. The Chrisliapsy in Byris
feol convinced that 8 geceral ristog of
Mohummen’s lollowers ie contem plated
with but ope object, the total extermij-
nstion of the Christiape in the Turkish
em pire,

Jerusalem ja eaid to be filled with
Tuarkleb escldiers. They have barraoks
in the Tower of David, the Palace of
Pilate and ajong the road to Damarous,
They regularly marono throogh the
city, plunder the bezate and enter
privale houser; they torage ip Lbe
vicipity of the oily spd iive {lEe bande
of rotbere. In Beyroul a slmiiar cop.

dition i1 sald 1o be prevailing.
Busiuese conpections with Europe |
from thls place sre ioterrupleuy, !
snd the authorities jotercept ais.;
patcbes, ee1ze European pewspapere
apd as curefully as possible prevent
oews Jrum leaviog or enterieg the
country. When such conditione pre-
vail alopg tbe conel, 1t te Dot difficul:
to Imagine what must be the state ol
aflatrs fo the interior.

What all these tbings portend time
nloneé oan tell, but it lvoks as 1f evenie
mighkt be in preparatjion Lthat wiil
evenluajfly compel Ohrietiap Europe to
interfere, whalever the consegquenoes
may be. Tnere is an omipous activity
among the BMohsmmedape; tbe un-
foiding of the green flag under the
blood-sisiped hal! moop may meau n
good desl more thap 18 comprebhepued
sl the preseni time.

ATTACKING THE CHURCH.

The scurce of inspiratlon of the fol-
lowlng, fromn & special diepateb seot
from this olty on Wedpesdey to the
Bap Frapcieco Chronicle, regarding
the Utsh senatorship nomioations, wiil
be reaaily recognized bers :

What adda 1o the aggravation of
Browp's enemies 1s the fact that hae is re-

garded politically as a Mormon, thongh
hels not a church man. His polifcal
atfiliations bave aiways beenon the Mor-
moD side. He was one of the very few
non-MormonDs to voie with the Church
and agatost the Liheral party before the
division obn pational pariy liner in 1899,
His practico as a lawyar has been largety
conbected with the attemptof the Church
to resist 1he saequesiralion of i s pruperty
by the governy ent. Taking these facis
into cousidara ion, the rank apd fije who
accepled the division movement in good
faithy, declare they bave been duped; that
Lthe Church practically bas both eenalors
and will proceed o0 seize ali tbhe other
offices in reach, as bas been feurad.

The NEWS hus tuken Do part in tbe
senslorial discuesion, and doer Dot ip-
tend (o uo 8o Dow. Bul the foregoh g,
coming from & well kuown quarter,
ahows pnch a manifest ditporition t
reinaugurale the olu fight here thal
we deem it our duly to call atleptlon
thereto, thiat tbe peojle muy be warne:
sgaioet eflorte 1» revive coouitious
zeperally recogpnized ae ubfortunaie.
It may be remarked aleo that the lp-
sinuations of “Jupipg’®sod *had feitn?*
are like the “stop thiel’” ories of one
guilty of theft. 'he entire statement
quoted from the diepaich is virlually a
misststement, This direct atlack on
tbe Chureh is evidently because it dlu
vot interfere to oppose Mr. Brown's
pomlpation. and is wholly uocalled for
acd upjustifiabli; the Church is Dot 1n
potitics fur or egaipet sDy mapn. A:»
for Lhe suggestiou that 1t practically
controle both Benatore, it is not 1o tkat
husinest; and oo one should know Let-
ter Lthan the sender of ihat digpatenh 1
uncontrolisbie nature of Axthur Brow: ,
the pumipnee fuor Sepalor speCIRI}Y -
terred to, 8o [ar ap couceros the sclzur:
of **all the otLer uffices witbin resch,”
an accoubting losay wonld quickly
show which olass has the greater oum-
ber of the uore important «fices lu
the Biste. We bellove we vowe the
tontiments of the reputahle purtiou o!
ihe pon-Mormon population here u
esnyiog that it 18 time these poliiioul
assuaults on the Cburch were stopped.

MORMONS IN A MAINE PAPER.

Comlflorl, & mouthly publication fe-
sued a{ Augusta, Maine, and die.

tributed generally tbroughout Lhe
country, hzas is Jis last lesue an articie
beaded *The Mormons st Home,”
writlen by Willlam Walter Trapp, wbo
giver his address us 458 wesl, Beconu
South street, H2alt Liake City, anu whbo
18 sbnobuced by Cowlort as a ““Gen-
tlie?'* Mr. Trappeaye:

There ie n mistaken opinlon i the East
regarding the Mormobs In Utah. A great
11Dy peopie believe them o be u very
supersiitious and degraded clu-s, and nou
inirequently mpeak of them aslawless,
ungovarnDuble snd sensual. It is also
quite generully bellaved that s Qeutile
I3 denied the right to free speech o re-
gard to Mormobism, abd that while ope
in1n Utabh be musi keep s wary tongue.
In regard (o the Iatier belief, I
wutild eay 1he average Mormoo has
ne more objeclion to your atscking
his religlon than bas the average
Baptis. or Cathelle. He will talk and
reasod with you oD religious subjeocts
with a4 good a grace as will a Metbodist.
In fact, (bere is 1o place op earth where
the Mormon religion is so vigorously and
unmercifully attacked a8 ip Lheir stroog-
hold, Salt Lake Citv. O course thera

are tbose among the Mormone, as alsor

amobg otber religions sects, who are upn-
reasooable and abusive, but the majority
are Dot s0. They enjoy a joke or a biy of
sarcasm st the expense of their Chureh,
and relish a reboke qnile as much as do
the members of other churches.

The article then slates thut the Mor-
mone bave been shut off from Lhe outer
world to a gres: ex ept, and 'here are
many ptoble who live io Lhe distapt
pottiona of the Biste who bave pever
gD A rallway or heard the fereech of
a lscomolive. He then referstno the
tnelhode of fradiog 1o rome ol the
outlyine rettlemenls, sl conlinues:

The Mormons, a8 8 rule, are a Jaw=
ablding, peace-loving ciass of people,
and have as mbDch respect for law apd
order as have the geolple of New Eng-
land. Let thowre who look upoD the Mgr-
mons &s a orime-producing element,
comparo Lhe erime stmiistics of Uiah, in
proporion to population, with thosc of
any otber etate. it will be sesn that the
State of Farms, Kapsas, produces far
more orime in proportion to popblation
than does the Mormon State, Uiah.
Polygamy eeems to be generally dis-
cpupnienanced among the Mormons of to-
day. Whalever may he the real senii-
mepl of the Mormon regarding polyg-
amy, be la uspally quite oulspoken
agalpst i. The men ream Lo object Lo it
more stroogly than the women.

Re erepce is mede to the Biate Cop-
stitution, with the comment thst 1he
only part call-ng fortbh any Conajder-
able ot jectinn ia the wirmsn euflrage:
clause. Toe artiole then poews own:

The Mormons beliave n great falure is
in etore for Utab. They veem anxiops 10
have |i>e0ple from other states, regardless
of religious bellefs, settle amoug them
and help develop the repources of this
State. he Mormons nre characierized
by some aa ehiftless and Improvident,
but whep oue thioks of the desert \hey
bave made beantiful with waving fieids
ofgrain and exlensive orchards of fruit,
and of the tireless energy which trans-
formed a barren and unlovely wilderness
1oto a land of fragrance nnd besuly, the
epithet seems Dojunsf.

Ajtugether, Mr. Trapp’s letter
brvstoes a epiril of fairDesy, and cioses
wil expresatng a wivh 1n whigh all
may beart]y toin: +‘List ue hope that
# Lear futuie « i1l obliterate all dissen.
slovs between (er Lle apd Morwun,
apd thaf, bund lo hand, they may
evek to promote the general wellare,??

AGED CHURCH MEMBERS,

The last jtpme of the Ht, George
Upion contalcs the followiog Irom s
currespondent:

In the Semi-Weekly DEskRET NEwWS of
December 3lst, 1895, I saw aD urtiole
slgnet;i L. 8. H., eniltled “Who will com-

e’

Now, Mr. Editor, we poor Dlxeyites
know o litile of this world and tts sor.
ronndinge, Daver give a baptor, and are
generally very slow to take vne, but still
1 will give you a few facts,

Today I visited .Samuel B! Hardy at
his rewidence and found bim and his
amiable wife sining comforiably al 1heir
fireside, I sald, “*When were you born,
Father Hardy?"” He said, “Opn the Z1st
ol September, 1804."

“When did you join the Church of
Jepus Christ of Lat er-day Saints?

“Iu May, 1842," he replied.

"When were you marrted to your pree-
ant wife?!’

They both sald, 70 years ago this
month.*




