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"EDITORIALS.

THE FIRST UTAH ELECTION
LAW. .

We are in receipt of the anexed
communiecation:

SAvr LAXE C1TY, Bept. 20, 1882,
Editor Deseret News:

In your 1ssue of Sept. 23 you suc-
cessfully settled the claim of the
““Liberals” that no law was d
by the Utah Legislature in reference
to the qualifications of voters at
elections till Jan. 21, 1859 and also
refated their aburd argument that
there were no legal voters to elect
the Legislature of 1859. But you
made one statement that I should
like a little more’light u namely
that the Act of Jan. 3d, 1853
scribed the qualifications of voters.
It is now asserted that the Act you
refer to said nothing about such
qualifications and in- of this
the compilation of 1866 is cited
which contains the Act of 1853 on
elections and it has no reference to
the qualifications of voters. Were
you inistaken? INQUIRER.

No, we were not mistaken, unless
it was that we mentioned the Act of
1853 in such a manner as might
leave the inferemce that if was
the first lJaw of Utsh on the subject
of elections, The Actof Jan. 8d,
1853, as it passed the Legislative
Assembly,” contained eixteen sec-
tions, Ita , &8 enacted, in the
compilation of 1855, which is now
before us, and Section 16 presents
the qualifications  of voters. But
an Aot was approved January 21,
1859, which provided for the qualifi-
cations for voting as well as holding
office in this Territory, and thus
rendering unn seotion 16 of
the Act of 1853, that section was
omitted In the compilation of 1866.
Hence the apparent error which, as
will be seen on examination of the

,Actof 1853 as il the Assem-
bly, was no error at all. Oar corres-
pondent may refer his “zmart’” and
carping
original statute, and their nonsence
about no ““qualified voters in Utah,”
will not have a leg to stand upon

But we will explain further con-
cerning the first election law enact-
ed "after the organization of the
Legislature. The first ression of
the Legzislative Assem bly was con
vened in pursuance to the
mation of the Governor, on the 22nd
day of September, 1851, and con-
tinued by adjournments to the 18th
of February, 1852, A special session
was called by the Governor, which
convened en the following day and
continued till March 6th, 1852. At
this session “ An Act Regulating
Elections” was passed contalning
twenty-three sections, making all
necessary provisions for the conduct-
ing of general elections in this Ter-
ritory. The following prescribes the
qualifications of voters:

SE0, 21. All free, white, male cit-
izems of the Territory of Utah,
of the age of twenty-one years
shall be considered legal vo-
ters: Provided, That nothing in
this act shall be go construed
as to admit of any military officers

or soldiers in the United States
se stationed within the limits
of this Territory, to vote for terri-
torial, county or precinct officers.
HhGy law was passed &0 as to be
operative for the first election wun.
der the Territorial Statutes, the
previous election having been called
vy the Governor wunder authorit
conferred by the Organic Act, whi
prescribed the qualifications of
voters for that election, and em-
powered the Legislative Assembly
to prescribe the gqualifications of
voters at all subsequent elections.
The act of 1852 was superseded by
thatof 1853,almoat Il not entirely re-
pealed by subsequent statutes. Thus
there has never been a time gince
the age of the Organic Act when
Utah has been without qualified
voters, except the short time inter-

between the first alactiunf

under an act and the passage of the
law referred to, which provided the
qualifications of voters at the ensu-
ing election, And thus all the
‘‘Liberal” stuff predicated om the
bypothesis that there were no quali-
fied voters after 1851, falls into the

mud and es out of sight, Is
cormponéant satisfled nﬁi? g

THE FRUIT INTEREST.

JusT how much fruit, green, canned | unconstitutional, because

| reasonably disputed.

after careful inquiry that over 3,000
pounds daliy has been shipped north
from Ogden on the Utah & North-
ern for a month past, and as much,
if not more, on the Union Pacific,

and this by express. As to the
amount sent by freight we are un-
prepared to state. :
tah peaches are held in high
esteem in Montana, and are prefer-
red to the California varieties, 18 be-
ing of better flavor. Other stone
fruits are also shipped in large quan-
tities, We are safe in sayiog that
the demand for our fruils will im-
crease every year, and the more we
can produce of flne quality, the
greater will be the demand.
Montsna is now producing large
quantities of flour, potatces and
small grains, and strange 1o gay,

pre- | Montana flour commands a better

price than the product of our mills,
but the altitude of Colorado, Wyo-
ming, Idaho and Moniana will pre-
vent these parts of the common do-
main ever succesefully .competing
with Utah in raising fraits. The
NEWS has frequently urged upen its
readers the necessity of planting the
most desirable fruits that resist the
encroachments of the codling moth,
Foremost among them stands
the peach, whose fruil reaches near-
ly a perfect state in our lower val-
leys—=a tiee that thrives well in a
locse gravelly eoil—that could be
utilized to great advantage where
other erops would be a failure. We
now renew the suggestion toour
farmers and gardners to look well
after this matter so that we may be
able to supply ali that may be de-
manded for exportation, and have
plenty for canning, which always
pays better than drying.
Ogden 18 now shipping immense
tities of vegetables to all parts;
in this respect she is more favorably
gituated than Salt Lake City, as the
extra charges from here to Ogden
add to the cost, but the advent of
the Rio Grande narrow gauge will
put us in direct communication
with Colorado and the east, and

¢Liberal’’ objectors to the| will enable us to ship as cheaply to

those pointa.

1 Thﬂpgotatn crop in Colorado this
year is almost a failure; the game
may be said of Wyoming., This fact
to the close obgerver will indicate
the necessity of taking care of our
tubers.

We ought to commmand &s good a
figure in the market for flour &s any
other Territory, and to keep up our
pre-eminenece in fruit we must con-
tinue to plant the best kinds of trees
and theu take good care of them.

—— ~ AT v e

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHETS IN
- VADED.

GRADUALLY but countinually en-
croachments are being made upon
the rights suppcsed to be guaran-
teed to citizens by the Congress ol
the United Btates. That eivil and
religious liberty which the govern-
ment of this country was establish-

ed to protect is being undermined,
and the time is not far distant when
those who have assisted in _the
work, or who have encouraged or
consented to 1t because it was done,
for the purpose of assailing an un-
popular religious body, will find it
turned.in other directions in which
they are personally interested and it
will be too late to arrestits progress
The wrong done towards one part of
the body politic, however small it
meay be or weak it may seem to be,
is sure to affect other parts and ul-
timately the whole structure.

Thes 1 legislation against the
“Mormons™in 1§62,followed by a wi-
der step in thesame direction in 1882
was ailmed at ““an establisbment of
religion’” and designed to “prevent
the free exercise thereof.” This,we
need not add, is expressly forbidden
in the First Amendment to the
Constitation. That marriage is and
always has been, among a very
large number of people, ‘“‘an estab-
lishment of religion” cannot be
That it is so
with the Church of Jesua Christ of
Latter-day Saints, commonly called
the **Mormons,” is positively cer-
tain. It is al:o irrefutable that in
the theory and practice of martiage
as held by that Church, there iz no
unconstitational infringement u
the natural and civil rights of cili-
zens, 1t follows then that legisla-
tion against that ‘““‘establishment of
religion” is as unnecessary as it is

govern-

-

and dried in Utah i ments are instituted and their pro-
surrounding .'Ehteg' ::gur 'l;:rdﬂm {:lc" J)owm are exercised for the gg-

cannot at present be definitely as-

on and preservation of such

rights,

| Ieurtained; but we are sble to ntntal There are other constitutional re-

gtrictions which have been set at
naught in the assaults that have
been made upon ‘“Mormon” religi-
ous liberty. We refer tothe pro-

| visions that “no bill of attainder, or

€x post faetcf law shall be ed,”
and that ‘*no religious test shallever
be required as & qualification to any
office or public trust under the
United BStates.” The Edmunds
Act violates both theze restrictions
in that it seeks to punish people for
acts performed beiore the passage of
the Iaw making them erimi al, and
in prescribing a religious tes: a3 a
qualification for jurors im ceriain
trials under the laws of the United
States. The bellef of a citizen con-
cerning an establishment of the
“Mermon? religion is made a test
as to bis fiiness for the office of
Juror.

These departures are but the be-
ginning of encroachments upon the
bulwarks of popular liberty and
popular rights, and if permitted to
prevail will form precedents that
will be used in other directions &nd
with more eweeping effect.

But not only has the legislative
department, swayed by priestly and
sectazian infleence, broken over the

bounds of the supreme law of the|

land, the judiciary has foilowed in
the same direction. FPassing by the
decision of the Supreme Court of the

United States to bolster up alaw|

framed specially against an estab-
lishment of religicr, with ils absurd
argument that because t{huggism
and widow-burning whioh destroy
life under guise of religion may be
legialated against, therefore plural
marriage, which develops and sup-
ports life may be suppressed by law,
we come down to our local courts.
By these, jurors were rejected on ac-
count ef their religious belief, before
even there was & law passed by Con-
grees authorizing such rejection. It
was done in the Mijea case long be-
i}rﬂ the enactment of the Edmunds

We

And now a still forther deparfure
from constitutional and lawful rega-
lations is attempted. Grand Jurors
are challenged as to their belief in &

revelation contained In the Doctrine

and Covenants of the Church to
which they belong, and the chal-
lenge is sustained by the Court. This
Is & farther infringement upon the
liverties guaranteed by the Consti-
fution, a further imposition cf a re.
ligious test.

[t may be sapposed by some that
this procedure in the Third Dis-
triet Court, the pariiculars of which
will be found elsewhere in this
paper, i3 authorized by the Ed-
munds Act. Butthis is not go.
That singular plece of undebated
and ill-considered legislation, does
not go to any such lengths, [t
provides that ““In any prosecution for
vigamy, polygamy, or unlawful co-
habitat:on under ¥ siatute of the
Unlted States, it chill be sufficient
canse of challenge 0 auy person
drawn or summoned as a juryman
or talesman * * that he believes it
right for a man to have more than
one living and undivorced wife =a
the same time, or to live in the
practice of cohabiling with more
than one woman;” * . and this
question shall be tried by the court,”

This i3 quite diflerent from

the exclusion of grand jurors for be- | makes all alive and wide-awake.

lileving in the divine authenticity
of a revelation contained in a book
of religious doctrine and diselp-
line. The course pursued in this
regard is not authorized by any law.
In the Edmunda Act it is a jurer
drawn to sit upen a case of prosecu-
tion for polygamy, etc., who is fo
be challenged for his bellef as to its
rightfulness, and the question as to
his eligibility is to be tried by the
Court, But in the proceedings crit-
icised, & grand jury is being em-
paneled, not a trial jury. If is not

} | determination to resist the enemy

—

refusing it to the lawfully elected
candidate having 18,000 votes, thus
depriving the Territory of even such
meagre represente tion in Congress
as the anomalous and unrepublican
territorial sysfem sllowe. The in-
famy of this act was acknowledged
by voth parties and all classes of
citizens, yet the deed was only
condemned in word while the perpe-
trator went unpunished and the
people were leit to suffer the conge:
quences of the fraud.

We touch on these poiants to show
the trend of affairs in this great
country. If *strawe show which
way the wind blows,” they also in-
dicate the drift of the current. Itis
out from the harbor of constitutional
safety into the ccean of danger and
wild fury. If these things can be
done to the “Mormons” they can be
done against some other religious
body. ‘They are but the begin-
nings of ¢leregard for obliga-
tions that should be sacred,
which will, if continued, resulf in
utter contempt for the restraints im-

by that instrument inspired

y the Almighty, framed by the
founders of our politica! syslemw, and
dispiayed to all the world as the
paliadium of human rights,
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A CINCIENATI SIGN DIsSCOV-
ERER.

THE Cincinnati Gazetie informs the
public that, “A gentleman who has
made recent ebservations in Utah

claims to have discovered gigns of

internal dissensions in the Mor-
mon Church which may work its
rain.”? Some people have great {a-
| culties for

|

|

covered repeatedly during

I statements of
anxlous for euch a catastrophe,

Those who are on the inside of the
Church are not able to discern any-
thing of the Ekind perceived by tlﬁa

e

Cincinnati cobserver. Perhaps
can see more by standing on the
outside than they ec¢:n who know
what is going oa wiihin., But we
do not think he will get many peo-
ple to take much stock In his pre-
tended signs, pariicularly as
he does net inform the pub-
lic of the nafture thereof. And
it is well known that outside pres-
gure is likely to promote internal
union; that cohesion is more prob-
able than dissolution when a body
is pubjected to a tight squeeze,

The course now taken with the
¢“Mormon’ Church is the ve
means that could be employed to

vent ‘‘internal dissension.,” It
is calculated in its nature to make

faith cleave more closely to each
other, and to take measures for seif-
defence which will promote brother-
hood and sisterhood, and sirengtben

Elrlld sustain the eu:;:mun cause, It
{drives away apathy and com
active interest. It knits and unliﬁ:
the most indifferent together with
the energetic and zealous, and

If those who are desirous of
witnessing the ruln of the *Mor-
mon” Church expect to gee it
accomplished by outside assanlts,
such as those which the Church bas
continually fo meet, they will

find themselves very much mistak-.

en. ‘This perpetual necessity for be-
ing on the wateh and of uniting to
ward off intended evils, is one of the

most providential agencies for the

consolidation aed perpetuation of the

system which gives the bigois and
fanatica in gectarian and political cir-

organized for the special purpose of

investigating charges of polygamy, | apprehension. Noone need lock for
nort of framing Indietments for offen- | ‘“‘internal disseneign” in the ‘“Mor-

ces named in the Edmunds law. Its | mon” Church, while there is so
powers are general, including in-| much outslde viclent antagonism.

q into all Kkinds of offences
against the local Iaws, It is not
empaneled especially in relation to
the prosecutions und=r the statutes
of the United Siates referred to
in the Edmunds law, but is under
different conditions altogether, The
test imposed,then,is not only an in.
fringement upon the Constitution, |
but iz entirely unauthorized by any
law or pretended law. |

The Executive h2s procieded in
the same direction as the legislative
and judicial departmenis. There was
never a more flagrantoutrage perpe-
trated against the people,or a greater
violation of the basle pria;:iplm of
our form of government, than that
of the Governor of this Territory in
giving a certiflcate of election toa
person having but 1,300 votes and

%

| GENEALOGIUAL works have a pecu-

cles 80 much needless trouble and

o Th v v o —

GENEALOGICAL RESEARCHES.

Har Interest to the Latter-day Saints,
a2s many of them have been very
useful in furnishing the names,with
other particulars,of ancestors of men
and women who take pleasure in at-

tending to those ordinances in bahsif
of the dead which has bsen made
known by divine reveiation, Minds
given to antiqusarian pursuits have
been greatly wrought upon of late
years to collect and collate informa-

tion respecting the progenitors of

“‘discovering signs”
through the exerclse of a lively but
not healthy imagination, Sigas of
the *Ssruin” and “dissolution’ of the
¢“Mormon” Church have been dis-

the last
fifty years, if we may credit the
pecple exceedingly

Iy best

men and women with a common

—
T —

pecple have gleaned thnarroi
much valuable information., :

We notice that an effort is bely
made to obiain for the Astor I
brary, flew York, a collection i
great worth made by Colonel Ch
ter, a gentleman well versed in
ealogical lore. He has compil
the results of his recearches a
the parish registers in England,
of fines and recoveiies inthe C
of Common Pleas, the Chancs
and Exchequer requisifons, ef
and old wills in difflerent parts
Great Britain. He has eighty-s
quarto vejumes of genealogical
ticulars concerning the ancestors
the early settlers of this country.

We draw the attention of t
who are interested in thege subj
to this valuable collection, and h
it will be deposited in some pu
institutioh where it can be madg
public benefit, and be open to fh
inepection of living persons who d
sire to learn something authenf
pconcerning the dead.
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|\A “WANDERING HEATHER
CN “MORMONISM.”

A wRITER for the Brightoniany
weekly review published at Brighi
on, Sussex, England, contributesa
ticles called ‘Pulpit Sketches
which are bright, critical and amup
ing. He signs himself, *“The Wa
dering Heathen.” In the numb

for September 5th he gives an e
tertaining sketch of “A Morma
Meeting House,” in which hels
merously descrives the small plag
of worship and the congregationy

givey a rather satirical account ¢
the Bunday services therein. Wha
the dizcourse was delivered he we
he says,“somewhat surpriced to fin
the preacher laying co mouch stres
on the scriptures,” and that th
¢““Mormons regarded the Bible as;
heaven-inspired work,” the Bookd
| Mormon being ‘‘corroborative doa
mentary evidence of the {ruth¢
the Bible.” He was also surprise
that the preacher did not toud
on the gsubject of 'polygam)
and therefore introduced it himsel
in a su ueni conversatia
with the Elder, when he asked fo
“‘some authority for the practice’
The answer with a farther colleqy
we will elip from the Brighionian:

#]s it not constantly referred toh
the Bible, and never condemned!
askted he trinmphantly. I felt!
had got the worst of it, for I car
recall any divine injunection agains

lygamy,; on the conftrary, I fin

avid and Solomon, two of th
most notorious offenders in this pa
ticular, cited as exemplary subject
of Divine commendation and n
gard. BSo I turned the subject, an
asked something about the Book ¢
Mormon, which Jeseph Smith dé
covered in tablet form concealed 1§
America, and which the Mormon
tell us is better. anthenticated tha
the Bible itself. This drew us inl
a discussion on the origin and s
thentieity of the scriptures, and b
fore it was over 1 was ardently an
athematizing the orthodox churd
and its priests for neglecting to sup
p'y ts adherents with better res
sons for the faith thsat is in thes
than the ordinary proofs of Divin
anthorship, which I unhesitatingl
aver are as straws oppo=ed to the on
slaught of a grizzly bear when i
Mormon has on his war paint., T
be horest, 1 got considerably manlel
in the theological contest. I founi
that the very arguments employel
to demonstrate the truth of Divine
Revelation may be used with doeable
effsct to prove the divine mission o
Joe Smith and Brigham Young., In
brief, the Mormon tion is strong
ly entrenched behind the Bible, and
the next time I attempt fo grappl
it, I shall take a regiment of clergy
men with me.

The “Wandering Heathen”mere
y obtainea the same kind of ex
perience which is usually gainel
when people who think they know
all about **Mormonism,” attempts
seriptural argument with a ““Mon
mon® missionary. “A regimentd
clergymen® would oniy make the
disgomfiture more complete, for the
average clergyman is just the kind
of polemical foe that the *Mormon’
Elder loves to meet in & fair field
arrd the maore of the kind the great
er the victory. Butitizsseldom thsl
the vanquished have as mauch hop
esty as the “Wandering Heathen,”
‘and therefore do not often confes
defeat so frankly.

It is the strong support which the
Seriptures give to all “Mormon®

colonizers of New

American families, particularly the
England, and our|

doctrines that cnables our missions
arles o succeed so well among ped:

Latter-dsy Baints in that town, an -
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