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I will take the liberty to read a few
words from the New Testament:

Then sald Jesus unto them, when ye have
difted up the Son of Man, then shall ye know
that I am He, and thal I do nothing of myself,
but as my Father hath taught me, I speak
these things.

And He 1hat sent me is with me: the Father
hath pot left me alone; for I do always those
things that plese Him,

As He spake these words, many believed on
Him.

Then said Jesus to those Jews which be-
lieved on Him, if ye contifue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed; !

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you tree,

They answered Him, we be Abraham's seed,
and were never in bondage to any man; bow
sayest Thou, ye shall be made frees .

Jesus answered them saying, Verily, ver::[y, I
say unto you, whosoever committeth sin is the
servant of sin.

And the servant abideth not in the tiouse for
aver: but the Son abideth ever. .

11 the Son thercfoie shall make you free, ve
shall be jree indeed.

1 kn -w lhat ye are Abraham’s seed; but ye
seek to kill me, beecause my word hath no place

in you.

{speak that which I have seen with my
Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with
your father. . .

They answered and said unto Him, Abrahani
is our father. Jesus salth upto them, If ye
were Abraham's children, ye would do the
works of Abraham.

But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath
told you the truth, which 1 have heard of God:
this did not Abraham.

Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said
they 10 Him, we be not born of fornication; we
have one Father, even God.,

Jesus® said unio them, if God were vour
Father. yce would love me: for | proceeded
forth and came from God; neither came § of
myself, bul He sent me.

Why do ye not understand my speech? even
because ye cannot hear my word,

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not im the
trulh, because there is no truth in him. When
he speaketh a lle, he speaketh of his own: lor
he 15 a liar, and the father ol it.

And because I t¢ll you the truth, ye believe
me nol,

Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if
I say the truth, why do ye not believe me.

He that is of God heareth God's words: ye
therelore hear them not, because ye are not of
God

Then answered the Jews, and safd unto Him,
say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and
hasl a devil?

I call vour special attention to these
lwo verses: ;

Then said Jesus unto those Jews which be-
lieved on Him, if ye comlaue in my word, then
are ye my disciples indeed:;

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you iree.

I do now know that I shall speak to
this text; I may speak a long way from
it; but I have read these passages ol
Scripture this morning that we mav, if
we are led by the good spirit, reflect
upon the words that Jesus spoke and the
ruth which is conveyed therein. For
we are told that 11 we coniinue in His
word, then are we His disciples indeed;
and we shail know the truth, and the
truth shali make ns free. We are also
wold that he who is in sin is a servant of
sin, and if he be a servant of sin, then
he cannct be free; but if a man receive
the truth and abide 1n it, he 15 no longer
a servant but 2 free man 1n the house of
God, becauvse the truth hath made him
iree. Then if we are members of the
house, and if we coutinue in the word
of God we are His disciples; and we
shall kmow the truth, and to know the
trush and abide in i1 is freedom. But he
that has not freed himself irom sin is 10
bondage to sin, and is therelofe the ser-
vannt of him who 1s the master of sin
and the father of lies; and he cannot be
iree so long as he contimues 1o that
bondage.

The object we have in view is to learn
the truth; lor it is the iruth that wiil
make all men free—free in this lite,
iree in the hte to come, like the Son ot
God; not a servant, but a som and heir,
a joiot:-heir with Jesus Christ, and en.
tiled to the blessings of the Father’s
house—1he blessings of peace, of love,
of charty, of rignteousness and of
numility belore the Lord, loving one
anuther and seeking to do good une to
anotber, and thu; endeavoring to buld
up the Zion of God in the land to which
He led our tathers and some of us who
are still living; tor it tizppens that | am
ont who was led tu thig land; and thougn
a child at the time, yet | wus leu here by
tne hand of Proviuence, and by the
blessing ot the Aimignhty | have beeu
pieserved as one of the children of Gud
1 this goouly land. Thuse ul 1]1espcu'-
ple who were not led here by tne Spiru
ol God, but wno have been so lurtunaw
as to be born in this 1amcl, are sull
uuder the same obligations tu serve
Gud and 10 wurk righteutshess as tiiose
whu have been led here. Su Iar as that
15 cunceined, toere suould be no viffer.
coce iv regard 1o our hdelity to tie
truth or wur obedi. nce 10 the ¢conmands
o Ggd. We shoulv all be one 1n wurks
of righteousness. i there can be any
uiflerence at all be ween wose who
have bcen led nere und thuse who
bave becn born here, the latter should

be a little in advance of those who
have come here from abroad. For many
of us that have come from the father-
lands to this land which the Lord has
‘chosen for the gathering of the people,
have conie with many of the traditions
of our fathers clinging to us; anditis
difficult sometimes for men who have
heen born, brought up and educated
in the ways of the world and the tradi-
tions of the fathers, to overcome those
traditions and to bring themselves en-
tirely into subjection to the requirements
of the Gospel. But the children that
are born in Zion—who have the privil-
ege of coming upon the earth in this
zoo Ily lan 1 unto which their fathers have
been led, should be at least freer from
these traditions and ways of tbe world
tha their fathers; and it should be
easier tor them to serve the Lord, to
learu the truth and become iree men,
than it was tor their falhers. For so
long as any tradition of error clings to
me and so far as | yield to the inAuences
ot that tradition, just se¢ far | am siill in
bondage to that sin—lor where the
iruth has been reveated and where men
have the opportunity to learn the ways
of the Lord, error is sin. A man may
err in judgment because ot 2 lack ot
knowledie—to him that is not sin; but
wh~re the light is and men ¢ ntinue in
darkness, where the truth is and men
continue in error, then they are under
the bondage of sinand in transgression,
and the traditions of the fathers hinder
their progress to the extent to which
they yield to them.

Now, in the Gospel of Jesus Christ
we are taught principles of wruth. TChe
word of God is truth. There is no word
that God hath spoken to the culdren of
men for their guidance that s nut true,
And it is 1he business of men and
women especially those in this Church
10 learn wnat is the word and will of
God. When they have learned i, itis
their duty 10 accept it in their hearts,
incorpurate it in their lives. and abide
by it Then they become tne disciples
of Christ m very deed. Then thev shall
know the iruth  They shail not merely
believe the truth because It 1ssiated
by one in whom they have confi I+nce;
ot they shall knuw the truth, and the
truth shall make them irce It is
only the truth that can make nien
free. Sin and errur will not; nor
will tradition, unless the tradnion
be right and come «¢own thriugh the
proper channrl. There are huly tra-
a1 iuns that have been transad ted to
the chilt ren o1 nmen as well as eiraue ous
wraditions.  One ol the haly tradioons
that has come down from Adamn tw iqe
pre-ent day is, thal there is a God in the
heavens, and that He is the suler «f the
heavens and of the earth; that He has
sent His children upon Yais earth w0 in-



