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Happier Days to Come. |

BY JAMES BOND,
*Tis said that the world is progressing
In wis!dm and science and ﬁgh!;
That we now the day are possessing,
While our ancestors lived in the night.
We're told of the great rising glory
Of this grand, new, and golden age;
But who shall record the bright story
In-the fature on history’s page?

The march of our crviLizaTion
Leaves the traces of tears and of blood;
Its fruit, throughout every nation,
Is evil opposing the good.
The poor are wow feeling the anguish
Of woe that’s abounding at home;
And millions are aighing, and languish -
Yor the happier days yet to come.

The wise are their wisdom abusing,
In selfishness grounding each plan;
. And men all their science are using
In erushing their weak fellow man,
And hope cometh not with the morrow,
To banish the dark clouds of gloom;
But death sings the chorus of sorrow—
Are there happier days yet to come?

—

But lo! from the mountains is sounding
Glad Freedom’s enlivening call;

That anarchy, in its confounding,

- With all its proud workers, shall fall!

The world for the struggle is ready,
The time of the conflict is nigh;

Truth comes, and its progress is steady,
And darkness before it shall fly.

The honest in heart, now awaking,
Seek unto Zion for light;
The wicked, in fearfulness guaking,
Will see that in rrcuT there is might.
For evil shall not rule forever,
Its triumph will soon all be pas’;
There is a strong arm to deliver;
It comes. and will save us at last.

Yes! Gobp from the heavens has spoken
The day of salvation’s at hand;
When tyranny’s yoke shall be broken,
And liberty bless every land.
Thus science with peace will soon flourish,
Wrong to right shall be made to suac-
cumbj
All m;n shall have rights they will cher-
ish, |
Taex the happier days will have come!
—[ Millenial Star.
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DISCOURSE

BY ORSON PRATT, TABERNACLE, APRIL 13, 1836.
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[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

[Elder Prutt read the Tth, 8th and 9th para.
graphs of the Book of Ether.—Rep.]

I have read, from the Beok of Ether, a portion
of what is written eoncerning that great and won-
derful vision, shown to a mau in all respeets just
like nuto ourselves, so far s his nature was con-
cerned, all men being subjectsd to certain evil in-
flaences, through the transgression of our first
parents. At the same time, if it had not been for
their transgressing the commandments of the
Lord in the garden of Eden, this congregation
would not have been here.

Because Adam and Eve transgressed we are
here with mortal tasernacles, and these mortal
tabernacles are suhject to vanity, thromgh the
power which the adversury has on account of our
organization iu the fl2sh; lLe has power over the
spirit, and to bring us into captivity anl bondage
and subject uvs to the yoke of bondage, of sin,
of the fullen and corrupt natare; but by the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ who wuas prepared
befora the foundation of the world, we huve
hope of being redeemed from that which is a yoke
upon us in the economy of this probation, for
mortality was instituted by the Lord to give us
an opporfunity of proving ourselves.

Our first parents,through transgressing the law
of God,brought death into the world, but through
the death of Jesus Christ life and immortality
wers introduced. The one brings into bond-
age,ths other gives us hops of escape, of redemp-
tion, that we may come forth with the same kind
of body that Adam had before the {ull, a body of
immortal flesh and bones. |

Adam and Eve were immortal, the same as
resurrected beingy, but previous to their trans-
greesion they had no knowledge of geod and evil.

Afller the redemrtion we will not only have
the sume kind of bedies that they possessed in the
garden of Eden before the fall, but we will have a
knowledge of good and evil through our exper-
ience, For this purpose we are made partakers,
through our ugency, of the knowledge of evil in
this life, that we all may be made partakers of
good when we are put in possession of it.

Hence in our immortal tabernacles, when
brought fozth from the gruve, we shall have a
knowledge of our past experience, a most perfect
knowledge. T'here will bs no imperfection of
memory, but we shall remember, as the prophet
tells us in the Book of Mermon, all things that
have taken place during our mortal lives; every-
thing that we have thought and dene.

e shall remember that we have been made
free from sin through the ordinances of the gos-

'1

I:ul. we shall remember the new birth that we
ave received while in this mortal state, the being
cleansed from sin through the blood of Jesus
Christ and made new creatures; all those things
will be plain and clear befere the mind of the im-
~mortal man.

There is a great lesson of instruction given in
the short history which I have read before you;
it shows the privileges pertaining to our religion
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is 1o be received and how much we lave not re-
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ceivad in mortality.

We also learn {rom the history we have read,
the principle upon which these blessings are to
be r¢ceived, viz:~—by fuith, faith in Jesus Christ,
The brother of Jared did not receive these bLless-

ings without faith; ha exercised faith in the Lord,

in the revelations previously reeceived in relation
to the promised land, of which the propheis have
spoken in former days; he exercised fuith Jn the
promises given to the fathers. 4

were called to puss, had a tendency to create u
great amount of fuith in those auncient men ol
God. It is true that the brother of Jared had
been a proplet for mavy yeurs; faith had been

promises of God. IHe was a revelator at the lime
the tower of Dabel was built; he was a man cap-
able of receiving instructions from heaven, and
hence his brother said, at the time the language
was confounded, enquire of the Lord i he will
take us where we can receive the language for
cureelves, and if it please the Lord to let us go to
ourselves let us be faithful, that we and our pos-
terity and nation may be blest.

From these few suyings of Jured we find that
he had the utmost confidence in the revelutions of
of his brother, for he knew him to be a prophet
and a revelator.  After having wandered many
vears in the wilderness, the Lord coutinued to re-
veal himse!f unto them in the wilderness; he had
shown forth his glory, had come down and talked
in a clond and shown them many things which
wera o come to pass, and instructed them to
build barges, before they had coms to the ocean.

Being taught for rpauy years in the things of
the kingdom of God, their minds were somewhal
prepared for the journey before them. They
were instructed to build eight barges with which
to cross the great ocean; and aiter being fully
informed upon those matters, and having finished
the barges, the company saw thut there was no
light iu them, and it would have been very dif-
ficultto eary fuel such a long distance, in order to
have produced light.

Now reflect upon the faith of this man of God;
rather than be lossed upon the bosom of the
great deep for many daye excluded from the light
of sun, moon, and stars, and rather than be un-
der the necessity of taking wood to make fires,
withont any outlet for smoke, and before he
knew how the Lord was going to provide light,
he carved out sixteen stones, which, though white
and clear like unto glass, gave no light. )

Notwithstanding all this, he carried those stones
into a great mouutain, and called npon Him, who
at the beginning said ‘Let there be light, aud
thers was light,” to touch those stones that they
might have them for lights upon the bosom of the
deep. This would be suflicient, if there was not
another word written, to couvince any person
that ke was a man of great fuith, and that when
in difliculty he called upon the Lord, and the
Lord hearkened to his voice and put forth his
hund. Awnd beeavse of this maun’s faith he be-
held the finger of the Lord when he touched the
stones, and those stones were filled with the pria-
ciple of imparting light.

T'his was a miracle to those that belield it, and
why so? DBecause it was contrury to the general
laws with which they were acquainted, though in
fact it was no more of a miraele for the Lord to
show his finger than to do anything else, or than
the fulling of a stone te the ground. The same
Supreine power that causes the full of a stone
can cause a stone to give light, and in this instance
did perform that operation, and they beheld it
and had constant day until they had crossed the
sea. One mayenquire, “br.Pratt, why do you re-
fer to those old historical events, why don’t you re-
fer tothat which belongs to our every day duties?
Because there are those around me here who are
better qualified to teach you in relation to your
every day duties; they are able to instruct you from
Subbath to Sabbath, und are coustautly pouring

fit.

Tliese ideas come into my mind and are o:l-
culated, if properly understood, to be used as ex-
amples for our good; they are written for our edi-
ficution and thut of our children. The heed that
we give to the every duy duties which are poin-
ted out to us will determine in a great meusure
our reward, It may be asked, ‘do yon think that
it is reallv our privilege, as the children of God
in this dispensation, to attain to the same bless-
ings which were received by those ancient people
of God?” Yes, and fur greater; for you will
find in this same history, in a part which 1 huve
not roud, that a portion of the same things should
be given to the Lalter-day saints through their
fuith. The Lord suys, then will 1 show the great
and marvelous thingsof my kingdom unto them,
as [ did to Lin.

Bet it all depends, recollect, upon the great
principle of fuith, and you are to olitain these
things upon conditions of practicing those every
day duties which you are hearing proclubmed
from duy today. With such wisdom, and by
coulinuing steadfust therein, your faith will
increase in those great and heavenly principles,
antil you ean lay hold by faith upon all the great

and murvelous things that were communicated to
him.

What were eommunicated be-
sides what I have read? It may not be amiss to
reasd a low more words, for I feur that we are too
cureless in relution to those things whieh pertuin
to our welfare, which, with the various duties and
cares of life, makes us careless in listening to the
Living Oracles. It is my belief that if this peo-
ple more carefully resd the oracles of the ancients,
they would be directed more diligently to attend
to the Living O:acles.

We are commaunded to seareh the scriptures
for instructions, but 1 feur thut we negleet this
counsel too much and beecome eareless. In con-
sequence of such neglect the Lord reproved this
church, some years ago, and said that the whole

to him,

in some respects, and it shows how much there

church waus under condemuation Lecause they
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All " the circumstances through which' they |

centred in his heart, and he could lay hold of the |

forth instructions for your edification and L ue-'|
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them that unless they would repent they should
be held under condemnation, and should be
scourged, aud judgments should be poured out
upon them. If you would read these things in
the Spirit, und call upon God to give you his Spir-
'it to fix the sayings of the prophets wpon your
i minds, you-would do good and derive benefit there-
from, If the Saints will give most earnest and
diligent Leed unto the justructions given in those
bovks which have been preserved, and especially
to the iustractions which are given by our Presi-
dent, they will prosper and be blest in ail things.

I will sgnin reud, “and because of the know-
ledge of this maun, he could not be kept from be-
holding within the vail,” Says one, *‘that is a
curious sayivg; I thought the Lord could do what-
ever he plessed.” This was becunse the Lord hud
given his word thut be would do aceordiog to the
faith of the suints, righteous sons and daughters
of Adwun, hence he could not restruin the brother
of Jared from looking within the vail,

When there is suflicient faith in the hearts of
the children of men it is impessible to withhold
blessings from (liem, if that [sith is ezercised, for
\f the Lord should do so he would forfeit his own
;'.'urd, and we read that it is impussible for God to
ie. '

I will now rend as follows: “And it came to
pass thut the Liord said unto the brother of Jared.
behold, thou shalt not suffer these thivgs which
ye bave seen and heard to go forth unto the
world, until the time cometh that I shall glorify
my name in the flesh; wherefore, ye shall treasure
up the things which ye have seen and heard, and
shew it to no man., Aud behold, when ye shall
come unto me, ye shall write them and shall seul
them up, that no one caun interpret them: for ye
shall write them in a language that they cannot
be rend. And behold, these two stones will I give
uuto thee, and ye shall sexl them up also, with
the thiugs which yve shall write. For behold, the
lunguage which ye shall write, I have confounded;
wherefore I will couse in my own due time that
these stones shall mugnify to the eyes of men,
these things which ye shall write.”

Now uotice the words of Moroni upwards of
400 years alter Christ: *and when the Lord had
suid these words, the Lord shewed vunto the broth-
er of Jared all the inhabitants of the earth which
had been, and also all that would be: and with-
held them not from his sight, even unto the ends
of the earth: for the Lord had ssid unto him, in
times belore, that il he would believe in Him, that
he ceuld shew unto him all things—it shiovld be
shewn unto him; therefore tie Lord could not
withhold anything from him; for he konew that
the Lord could sbew Lim all things. And the
Lord said unto hLim, wiite these things and seal
them up, and I will shew them in miue own due
time uuto the children of wen.”

Y ou recollect that when the Book of Mormon
was translated from the plates, sbout two thirds
were sealed up, and Joseph was commanded not
to breuk the seal; that part of the record wus hid
up. The plates which were sealed contained au
account of these great things shewn unto the
brother of Jared; and we are told that all those
things are preserved to come forth in the due time
of the Lord. ‘The 1lth paragruph informs us
respreting the interpreters. 1 will read it:

“*And it cume to pass that the Lord commanded
him that he should seal up the two stones which
he had received, and chew them not, until the
Lord shounld shew them nato the chiidren of men.
Aud the Lord commanded ‘the brether of Jared
to go down out of the meunt from the presence
of the Lord, and write the things which he had
seen: and they were forbidden to come unto the
children of men, until after that he should be lif-
ted un upon the cross; and for this cause did
king Bevjumin keep them, that they should not
come unto the world wutil after Christ should
shew himself unto his people. And after that
Christ truly had shewed himsell unto his people,
he commanded that they should be muade mauni-
fest.” :

These interpreters, the two stones thut were
given to the brother of Jared, were the two stones
that were found with the plates, "Again the Lord
suys in the next paragraph, a portion of which ]
will read:— =

“Come unto me, O ye gentiles, and 1 will shew
unto you the greater things, the knowledge which
is hid up because of uubelief. Come unto me,
O ye house of Israel, and it si all be made mani-
fest unto you how great things the Father hath
laid up for you, from the foundation of the world;
and it hath ot come unto you, because of uube-
lief. Behold, when ye shall rend that vail of un-
belielf which doth cause you to remain in yeur
awful - tate of wickedness and hardness of lieart,
and blindness of mind, then shall the great and
marvelous things which have been Lid up from
the foundation of the world from you: yea, when
ve shallcall upon the Father in my name, with a
broken hea.t and a contrite spirit, then shall ye
know that the Fatlier hath remembered the cov-
enant which he made uuto your fathers, O house
of Israel; and then shall my revelations which 1
have caused e be written by my servant John,
be unfolded in the eves of all the people. Re-
member, when ye see these thiogs, ye shall know
that the time is at hand that they shall be made
manifest in Very deed; thereflore, when ye shall
receive this reeord, ye may know that the work
of the Fatlier has commenced upon all the fuee ol
the land. Therefore, rnpent all ye ends of the
-earth, and come unto me, aud believe in my gos-
pel, and be baptized in my name: for he that be-
lieveth, and is baptized, shall be ssved; Lut he
that believeth not, shall be damned: aud signs
shall follow them that believe in my name. And
blessed is he that is found faithful unte my name,,
at the last duy: for they shull be lifted up to dweil
in the kingdom prepured for them from the foun-
dation of the world. And |eholditis I that hath
spoken it. Amen.”

- I have felt disposed to read these paragraphe,for
I highly esteem the Book of Mormon, as I pre-

L

|
|

liad neglected tie Book of Mormon; and he told lay it upon the shelf and let it remaiu there ora

ryear or Lwo consequently they become careless
' concerning the deulings of the Lord with the
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Former day Saints.

You are not to suppose that you are going to
be jumped iuto the midst «f revelutions, and
though oue great anc grand step is to go to with
bour fuith anud energy and burst the vail, rend it

from our eyes, do you thiuk that you are to step
iuto the celestial kit gdom und see it ull at ouce?

' No, these blessings are by far tvo precious to be
| altained in such a way; they are to be altuined
by diligence and faith from day to day, and
from night to night. [Hence you sre to be-
come habitvsted to good in yvour thoughts and
ronduet, in all that you do, uutil you become
periectly initiated into the great principles of
righteousuese, and coutinue tu live uprightly un.
til it becomes a kind of second nuture to be hon-
est, 1o be prudeut, to govern all your passions,
and bring all of the influerces cf the flesh, of the
fallen netare, into the niost perfect sul:jection to
the law of God.

I know that it is necessary for you to keep the
commundments ol the Lord, and not only to keep
those found in the written revelations, but 1o
strictly observe all the words of wisdemn, counsel
and savice that he has given through bis Spirit
end his servants. Aund when you have given dil-
igent heed to counsel, it becomes a second nuture
to pay the sirictest atteution to the covenants
made and the counsel given by the Living Ora.
cies of God.

These principles are not'to be learned by one
or two duys’, or one or two months’ humility and
obedience, for that would be like a child’s goiug
to school a week and being kept six weeks at
home when there is one to iustruct Lim. It is
olvious thuta person keeps retrograding, if he
does not progress; you are called upon to increase
and progress in knowledge und truth until they
influence all your actions and doings, until your
conduct is rightly influenced 1ot ouly in relation
to your neighbors. but in relation 1o all that be-
longs to your neighbors, When you have learned
righteous principles be careful that they never es-
cape your minds, aud that your conduct never
| severs you from them. This is the time and this
is the day that your faith should lay hold of this
great and good spirit, and that you should strive
for the rich blessiugs of heaven, concerning wlich
I have rexd in your hearing this morning.

Latter Day Saints, are not these things worthy
of living for? Sappose that vowo could have the
privilege, by living only ene week in strict obedi-
euce to ull the luws of the kingdom, te have all
these blessings; 1 verily believe that there are
not muny Latter Duy Suiuts but that, if they
knew that they could enjoy all the blessings of tle
ancients and have the visions of the heavens |uid
open to their mionds, so that they could have Le-
fore them the past, the present «nd the future, so
that they could understand the 1hings of God,
"would live very fuithlul, and be of one heart and
of one mind. ;

Would not every one who heard such promise
try to obtain the prize, to enjoy the blessings
promised? ‘I'he counsels and instruetions of those
whom God has appointed would be fresh before
them every moment; when they arose in the mory-
ing it would be the first thing they would
think of, and it would be the lust thing at night,
They would be able to do twice as much labor es
when their minds are not upon the things of God;
their minds would be soentirely swallowed up that
they would feel | ke Alma and others, while among
the priests of kiog Noah, wnen they had burdens
upon their backs; their burdens were made light
so that- they were alle to bear them cheerfully,
and so it would be'with the Latter Day Saints. Let
them have that Spirit one week, and they would
find their bodies stronger and more active, and
they would nlmost forget whether they had Leey
to their breakfast, dinner, or supper, their minds
would be so completely ewallowed up with heay-
enly things, und everything would prosper.

You are to claim blessings by your conduet,
Fnu are so instructed; some are apt to be 50 neg-

ectful and remiss in their duties that they
are not able to claim them. They forget what is
in store for them, and do not pray for the Spirit to
impress those blessings upou their minds, but
suffer their minds to be drawn out too much upon
temporal business instead of the things of God;
and hecome weary in mind and body, so that they
feel like neglecting the more prominent duties,
such as fumily prayer and many others.

This is because they do not enjoy sufficient of
the Spirit of the Lord, for it isuble to strengthen
every one of you. Look at the promises made to
the missionaries, *“he that shell go forth to preach
the gospel without purse or scrip shall not be
weary, nor darkened in spirit nor in body.”

What is it that strengthens them so that they
do net become weary in body and in mind? The
elders abrond are called wpon to labor diligently,
and many times to sit up almost all night to teach
the pure principles of eternal life, and when they
e down they rest perfectly calm as though they
were not weary, and arise invigorated with faith,
inteliigence and power; tlieir minds and bodies
are strengthened by the pewer of God.

So it would be with youn, if you were sent on
a mission, as well as with those who now go
to preach the gospel of salvation for the gath-
ering of the honest in heart.

The elders go forth in faith and with prayer
for the gathering of Israelf to bring them to
Zion to plant vineyards, to build houses, to
help build up the cities of Zion and beautify
the earth. '

You are all on a mission to make yourselves
of one heart and of one mind before the Lord,
and if you are faithful you can claim the prc-
mises that he will pour out his Spirit upon you,
and that Spirit wilfobe poured out u
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n those
who are faithful from morning until eve
and they will be quickened and invigorated

{ perform whatever is necessary.

If you come to this house with your minds

sume do ali the Latter Puy Saiuts. But mwany fupon the things of this world and hear the




