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cees looked forward to the coming
of a mellahMesalah a king with the power
of david and the oriental splendor
of solomon christ came contrary
to their expectations andacid was conse-
quently rejected by them

this sect a lot of infidels held
the power among the jews at
the time of christ it is difficult
to measure the depth of spiritual
degradation into which the people
had gradually sunk since the voice
of the last prophet had been silenced
in death but some idea thereof
maymaybebe firmedfarmed by reflecting on the
fact that anannasnas and Catcaiaphasaphas both
infidels stained with numerous
crimes posed as the high priests of
jehovah and dared to approach the
sanctuary carrying the emblems of
the atoning blood which they
mocked and ridiculed in their
hearts how could god hold com-
munion with such abominable hy-
pocritespocrites who denteddenied his existence
no more than he can communicate
with the divines of our age who
deny the necessity of revelation

the espenes were a sect lesslees
known than either of the two first
mentioned the very name seems
to be a puzzle to philologists there
being about as many theories as
there are authors upon the subject
A probable derivation is from the
hebrew word fhashabhaska to be silent
referring to the maihs of
whereby the members were bound
together

the learned doctor lightfoot
traces their origin to the same
source as that of the phariseesPharisees viz
to a desire of exclusiveness from the
gentile element which prevailed in
palestine at the time of the return
of the jews from babylon only
the espenes carried this further
than the phariseesPharisees they formed
not merely a sect but an order like
the pythagoreans among the greeks
and the buddhists in india or like
the catholic monks in later times
it seems probable that the idea of
forming the brotherhood had been
carried home with some of the jews
from the extreme east where they
must have come in contact with
many to judaism foreign ele-
mentsme ants

it can be said of the espenes that
they were in a measure free from
both the hypocrisy of the phariseesPharisees
and the immorality of the Sadduceeceesa

W they laid very little stress on the
ceremonial law and made moral
conduct the great requisite for
membership of their order but at
the same time they fell into
many errors as all people are sueWP to
do when they have no avine

guidance through revelation their
chief error was spiritualizingspiritual izing the
scriptures whereby they arrived at
the mostmoat startling conclusions for
instance they thought it sinful to

kill an animal and hadbad consequent-
ly to reject the law relating to saosac
rifices in their observance of the
sabbath they wewentit so far as to eveteven
suspend the natural functions of the
body sitting immovable in one
place all the day they abhorredd
to enter into marriage relations and
were bound by oaths to the strictest

no worldly employment
was entered into by their members
except agriculture

when anybody wished to be ad-
mitted to the order he hadbad to standlInd

a three years probation then he
hadbad to swear that he would keep all
the rules of the order among which
was one that he should touch no
food but such as had been provided
by the sect there were variousbarlou
ablutions to be performed the
members had everything in common
and generally appeared in public in
a costume peculiar to the order a
scrupulously white dress

neander considers the espenes a
bodbodyv of pious men who had with-
drawn from the body of the people
in order to cultivate their desire for
something better than the political
and religious strafesfes that brokebrake the
nation up and prevented the accept-
able worship of god be this as it
may it is certain that we never
hearbear of the espenes having raised
their voice against christ or perse-
cuted his followers in the history
of our lord and of the history of
the church for the first quarter of
a century seems to have
had no influence whatever upon
christianity
it is all the more remarkable

therefore to see that later the
doctrines of this order should come
to exerciseex arcise a most fatal influence
over the christian church upon
this subject lightfoot says

even asan early as the year 58 when
st paul wrote to the romans we de-
tect ppracticespractices in the christian com-
munity of the metropolismetro polia which may
possibly have been due to Feisenemene in-
fluencesfluen ces one believethbelieveth that he may
eat all things anoanotherther who is weak
leateth herbs five or six years later
the heretical teaching which threat-
ened the integrity of the gospel at
colossieColos shown that this type of juda-
ism was alreadyalrea ayiy strong enough within
the church to exert a dangerous influ-
ence on its doctrinal purity ththenen
came the great convulsion the over-
throw of the jewish polity and nation
this was the turning point in the rela-
tions between FAmenism and christi I1

anityanityatat least in palestine theesthe Es
senes were extreme sufferers in the
roman war of extermination it
seems probable that their organization

was entirely broken up thus out
adrift they were free to enter into
other combinations while the shook of
the recent catacatastrophestrophe would naturally
turn their thoughts intoino new channels
at the same time the nearer proximity
of the christians who had migrated
to perma during thethe war would bring
them into close contact with the new
faith and subject them to its influ-
ences as they had never been sub-
jectedacted before but whatever may be
ahethe explanation the fact seems certain
that after the destruction of jerusalem
the christian body was largely rein-
forced from their ranks the judatz
I1ingn9 tendencies among the hebrew
Cchristians which hitherto had been
wholly pharisaic are henceforth
largely essene 11

this influence which at first ap-
peared only of small importimportanceanoe
attracted the attention of the clear
heelnseeingg eyeyesea of the Aapostles and ththeyey
haste nedon their teachings by
word and by letters to counteract
it but it grew it developed into
gnosticism and gradually9 al-
though steadily combacombatedtedi per

healed the whole system until
the apostasyapostacy was accomplished and Y

papacy developed
A sect of less importance than any

of these were the Heredians who
seem to have been more a political
than a religious party they were fr
the followers of herod and favored
the romans in every particular
they insisted on the people paying
taxes to the foreigners and adopting
heathen ccustoms and even idola-
trous practices they were properly
apostates but they had great in-
fluence at the time of christ

the samaritanssamaritanaSamar itans were a mixture
of foreigners and israelites who had
been left in the country after the in

of the Assyrians they had
mamanyny idolatrous practices although
they imitated to some extend the
worship of the jews at jerusalem
they are the only sect from that
time that has been preserved to the
present day there being yet in
Nabulus the ancient a
small community of souls left
they own a synagogue and an an-
cient manuscript containing the
pentateuch

the GalliGallt leans were a small sect

who were the direct opponentsopponenta of
the Herod ianstans Inaaminasmuchuch aan they
refused to pay taxes to a foreign
government declaring that they Y
owed god alone their tribute

the zealotszealous were enthusiasts who
thought it their duty to re-
sist the romans with arms they
took a most active part in the futile
defense of jerusalem when that
city was destroyed by titus

this may give some idea of the
condition of the jews when christ
came the divine guidance I1

throughugh revelation had been with


