cees looked forward to the coming
of a Measlah, A kiog with the power
of David and the oriental splendor
of Bolomon. Christ came, contrary
to their expectations and was conse-
quently rejected by them.

This gect, a lot of iufidels, held
the power smong the Jews al
the time of {hrist. It is ditficult
to measure the depth of spiritual
degradation into which the people
had gradually sunk since the voice
of the last prophet had beeu silenced
in death. But some idea thereof
may be formed by reflecting on the
fact that Annas and Calaphss, both
infidels sfained with numerous
crimes, pesed as the high priests of
Jehovah, and dared to spproach the
sanctuary, carrying the emblems of
the atoning blood, which ~they
mocked and ridiculed in their
hearts. How could God hold com-
munivn with such abowminable hy-
poerites, who denied His existence?
No more than He can commu nicate
with the divines of our age who
deny the necessity of revelation.

The Esdenes were a sect less
known than either of the two first
mentionped. The very name seems
to be a puzzle to philologists, there
being aboul as many theories as
there are authors upon the subject.
A probable derivation is from the
Hebrew word chasha, to be silent,
referring to the oaihs of secresy
whereby the members were bound
together.

The learned Doctor Lightfoot
traces their origin to the esame
source as that of the Pharisees, viz.,
to a desire of exclusiveness from the
Gentile element, which prevailed in
Pailestine at the time of the return
of the Jews from Rabylon. Only,
the Essenes ecarried thia further
than the Pharisees. They formed
not merely a seet but an order, like
the Pythagoreans among the Grecks
and the Buddhists in India, or hke
the Catholic monks in later times.
It seems probable that the idea of
forming the brotherhood had been
carried home with some of the Jews
from the extreme Kast where they
must hauve come in contact with
many, to Judaism foreign ele-
ments.

It can be said of the Eesenes that
thiey were in a mieasure free from
both the hypocrisy of the Pharisees
and the immorality of the Sadducees.
They laid very little stress on the
cereinonial law and made moral
conduct the great requisite for
membership of their order. But at
the same time they fell Into
many errors, as all people are gure to
do, when they have no vine
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guidance through revelation. Their
chief srror was spiritualizing the
Beriptures, whereby they arrived at
the most startling coocluslons. For
instance, they thought it sinful to
kill an animal and bhad, consequent-
ly, to reject the law relating to sac
rifices. Ln their observance of the
Sabbath they went so far as to even
suspend the natural funetions of the
body, sitting immovable in one
place all the day. They abhorred
to enter into marriage relations and
were bound by oaths to the strictest
celibacy. No worldly employment
was entered into by their members
except agriculture.

When anybody wished to be ad-
mitted to the order, he had to stand
a three years’ probation. Then he
had to swear that he would keep all
the rules of the order, among which
waz one that he should touch no
feod but such as had been provided
by the sect. There were various
ablutions te be performed. The
members had everything in common
and generally appeared in public in
a costume peculiar to the order, a
scrupulously white dress.

Neander considers the Essenesa
body of pious men who had with-
drawn from the body of the people
in order to cultivate their desire for
something better than the political
and religious ;strifes that broke the
nation up and prevented the accept-
able worship of God. Be this as it
may, it is certain that we never
lear of the Eesenes having raised
their voice against Christ or perse-
cuted His followers. In the history
of our Lord and of the history of
the Church for the first quarter of
a century, Essenism seems to have
had no influence whatever upon
Christianity.

It is all the more remarkable,
therefore, to see, that, jater, the
doctrines of this order should come
to exerclse a most fatal influence
over the Chrigtian Cburch. Upon
this subject Lightfoot says:

«Even as early as the year 58, when
St. Paul wrote to the Romaus, we de-
tect practices in the Christian com-
munity of the metr?ipolls, which may
possib{’y have heen due to Essene in-
fluencen (‘One helieveth that he may
eat all things; another, wbo is wenk,
eateth herbs'). Five or six years later,
the heretical teaching which threat-
ened the integrity of the Gospel at
Clolosswe shows that this type of Juda-
ism was already strong enough within
the Chureb to éxert a dangerous infli-
ence on its doctrinal purity. Then
came the great convulsion—the over-
throw of the Jewish polity and nation.
This was the turning-point in the rela-

tiona between Fasenism and Christi- |

was entirely broken up. Thus cast
adrift, they were free to enter tnto
other combinations, while theshock of
the recent aatawtropi:e would naturally
turn their thonghts in'o new channels.
At thesame time the nearer proximity
of the Christians, who had migrated
to Per=ma daring tjm war, would bring
them into close contact with the new
faith and subject them to its influ-
ances as they had never been sub-
jected before. But, whatever may be
the explanation, the fact zeems certain,
that after the destruction of Jerusalem
the Christian body was largely rein-
forced from their ranks. The Judaiz-
ing tendencies among the Habrew
Christians, which hitherto had beej
wholly Pharisaic, are henceforth
largely Essene.””

Thia influence which at first ap-
peared only of small importance
attracted the attention of the clear-
seeing eyes of the Apostlesand they
hastenedwsin their teachings, hy
word and by letters, to counteract
it. But it grew. It developed into
Gnesticism and gradually, ail-
though steadily combated, per-
meated the whole aystem, until
the apostacy was accomplished and
Papacy developed.

A gect of less importance than any
of these were the Herodianps, who
seem to have been more a political
than a religious party. They were
the followers of Herod and favored
the Romans in every particular.
They insisted on the people paying
taxes to the foreigners and adopting
heathen customs and even idola-
trous practices. They were properly
apostates, but they had great in-
fluence at the time of Christ.

The Samaritans were a1 mixture
of foreigners and Israelites,who had
been left in the country after the in-
vasion of the Assyrians. They had
many idolatrous practices, although
they imitated to some extend the
worship of the Jewa at Jerusalem.
They are the only sect from that
time that has been preserved to the
present day, there being yet in
Nabulus, the ancient Bichem. a
small community of 150 souls left.
They own a synagogue and an an-
cient manuscript containing the
Pentateuch. °

The Gallileans were a small sect
who were the direet opponents of
the Herodians, inasmuch as they
refused to pay taxes to 2 foreign
government, declaring that they
owed God alone their tribute.

The Zealots were enthusiasts who
thought it their duty to re-
gigt the Romans with arms. They
took a mosat active part in the futila
defense of Jerusalem, when that
city was deatroyed by Titus.

This may give some idea of the

anity,at least iu Palestine. The Es- | condition ofthe Jews when Christ

genes were extreme suifferers in the
Roman war of extermination.
ssems probable that their organization

It came.

The Divine guidance
through revelation had been with-



