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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held at
the Tabernacle, HBalt lake City,
Bunday, July 13th, 1890, commeuc-
ing at 2 p. m., Couuselor Uharles
W. Penrose presiding.

The choir and congregation sang:

O Jeaus! the Giver
Of all we enjo,.

Prayer by Bishop Eliss Morrls.

The choir aang.

O,y Father, Thou that dwellest

1n the high and yloriousgplace.

The Priesthood of the Eighth

Ward officiated in the administra-

tion of the Sacrament.

APOSTLE HEBER J. GRANT
was the first speaker. [n the course
of his remarks he said: I have a
testimony ot the Gospel of Christ.
[ know that by keeping the com-
mandmeuts of our Lord and davior,
and hy obeying the laws laid down
for the guidance of his people that
the promises which bave been made
that we shall know of the doctrine
whether it e of God or of man ean
be'fulfilled. Itis because of a knowl-
edgeof the Gospel, because of tbe
tessimony of Jesus Christ,that I am
ever ready and willing to raise my
voice in defense of the prineciples of
truth and the plan of life aml sal-
vation. A

I have recently had the privilege
of traveling in some of the Eastern
Statesand in Canada. [ visited some
of the largest cities in the east, go-
ing as far as New York, and I con-
fess that [ was greatly surprised as
i mingled among the people to find
how littie they kuow of the Latter-
day Baints. 4 met a great many
who expressed sstonishment upou
hearing that we believe in the
Bible. They had 1o idea that we
accepted KKing James’ ttanslation as
a guide for our actions. They
seemed to think that the ‘‘Mor-
mons,* so-called,had a Blule of their
own, that we had cast away the
Holy HScripfures and did not be-
lieve i Jesua Christ.

I have discovered in traveling
Pboth east and west that the *al-
mighty dollar,” so to apeak, is the
bible of the people. Lt is busiuess
with them moraing, noon and night.
Men of the world kiow.very jittle
except of those things which tend
to give them earthly advaneement.
They are bright,acti ve and apergetic
in their business affairs; they study,
they malke their religion, as it wpre,

" the accumulation ef, wealth, I[h-
deed there is no question that there
is a great growth of wealth in
the hands of the few, and that there-
fore thie many are ygradually becom-
ing placed in straitened ecircum-
gtances, There ls also, I am con-
vinced,among the Latter-day Saints,
a gradua] growth of what we wight
term ‘‘class distinction.”” Tliat
brotherly love, fellowship, and
union which existed among the
Saiuts in early times, which made
them in very dJeed brethren and
sisters, which made their aims, in-
terests and ambitions oue in com-
mon are gradually dying out; we
find that there prevails a disposition

for every man to labor for himsell
and for hisa own advancemeut.
Those of ua who are fawlliar with
the revelations given through the
Prophet Joseph Smith must realize
that thia tendency of which 1
speak is contrary to the principlesof
the Gorpel, and that unless we be-
come more United we cannot expect
to be blessed of the Lord as He has
promised. Lregretto say that there
are many Latter-day Bajuts who
think, bevause they have received a
| testimony of the principles of the
Gospel and a knowledge astothe plan
of life aud salvation in a foreign
land aud have gathered together in
these valleys, that this is all that is
necessary; but any person who has
taken the painsto read and study
the teachiugs ot our Lord and Savior
will become thoroughly counvinced
that faith without works is dead—
that it requires labor and a iulfil-
nient of the duties and obligations
resting upon us as members of the
Chourel1 if we would gain the re-
ward.

In the meeting here last Babbath
we heard considerable about the
disposition of the people to seek af-
ter plenasure, thereby neglectiug
their religious duties and obhga-
tions. We heard also of the aclions
ofour enemies frouw time fo time as
against the Latter-day Saints. For
my own part, [ have never seen the
day when I entertained the least
fear asto what our enemies eould
do to injure the work of God. They
can do nothing agaiust us but what
shall be for us. The ouly cause for
fear that I have had is lestthe
Baiute, «ither as individuals or as
a people, might become neglicent
in keeping the commandments of
our Heavenly Father. The trials
and tribulations through which,
from time to time, we are called
upon to pass are calculated in their
very natare (o connect 18 more
elosely together aud c¢ause us to be
united. It i3 in days of adversity
that the better part of man‘s nature
is developed, and the same applies
to nations as to individuala.

Lo the early days of our country,
after our patriot fathers had fought
for and obtained their liberty, 1gen
labored not in the interests of party
or of politieal rings, but with all the
zeal they possessed. to found aud es-
tablish a governmeut whereby lib-
erty could be ~ecured to all. Today,
however, we find that men have
become wealthy, gigantic corpora-
tions have sprung into existence;
money and politics control the laws
which are enacted; men unblush-
1ngly stand p in the-halla of Con-
gress and admit that they are vio-
lating the Constitution of theiry
country by passing certain laws, but
urge that they do it “because the
country demanda it.?”” The conceti
tration of wealth and power aud-the
laboring for self-aggrandizement is

the ruling apirit of the age.
In years yone by men did not
look toward ‘their own personal

interests. Qur patriot fathers la-
bored for the common goud ot all, to
establish a land of liberty that
should in very deed be the home of
the oppressed of all nations, But
things bave changed. History is

repenting iteelf, and evidences of
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dissatisfaction are very plaiply seen
ou all sides. There is a lack of that
patriotism and honor which should
exist in the hearts of men wlho hold
high aud responsible positious.
They will remark unblushingly,
“Your cause i8 jusat, but wecan do
nothing for you.??

Now we as Latter-day Saints, as
the people of God, secing the ted-
dency of wrong, aml the growth
and centralization of power, should
seek to become more united, seek to
labor for each other’s sdvancement.
It should be impossible for any
member of the Chureh to suffer
without all suffering; and we ahould
likewise rejoice together. The per-
gsecutions by our enemies, the triala
through which we are callesl upon
to  pass, amount to absolutely
nothing. They are in the uature
of chastisements, just as a parent
would ghastise a child whom he or
she loves, when il does wrong, in
order to bring it back to the line of
duty.

The Latter-day Salpts arenccured
of being narrow and contracted in
their religion and ideas, and yet this
i8 the Gospel of Chirist, reaching out
and embiacing all mankind, and
redeeming them eventually through
the atoning blood of our Lord and
Savier Jeaus Christ. 1t is indeed
glad tidings to a failen world; and
it bechoves each andall of us who
have received a testimony of the
Gloapel 8o to live and order our lives
that the example we sot ghall bring
credit to the work of God. I main-
tain that the Latter-day Haints
should so Hive that as they. come in
contact with the people of the world
those who learn to know them will
have to acknowledge their honesty
of purpoege, sincerity of- heart, the
uprightness of their lives, and their-
good example.

Speaking of persecutioneg, if the
Latter-lay Saints had not bheen
driven to the mountaing, one of the
predictions of the I’rophet Joseph
would have fallen te the ground.
Those who drove the pfople here
thought, no douit, that they were
dotug God’s service—that the “Mor-
mons’? would prolmbly be hunted
into the wilderness to starve and
die, and that a ‘“vile blot”” would
thereby be wiped out. Joseph Smith
had said that the Saints would twe
driven from city to ¢ity, from coun-
ty to county, from Stale to State,
finally to the Rocky Mountaing, and
become a ygreat people. Therefore
those who persecuted the Latter-
day Saints were simply making n
fulfilment of the prophecies uttered
by the Prophgt, he who told us that
the day would eome when nct
ouly ecity, counly and State
would be arrayed against us, bhut the
whole United Statea. This predic-

tion was laughed and seoffed at by

people forty years ngo. Why? It
wag ridieulous to imagine that jo a
land of freedom and of hoasted Hb-
erty such things would happen.
But the day has come, and we have
freqquently seen i print, at the
head of the newapapers, ‘“The
United States of Ameriva versus the
Church of Jesua Christ of Latter-
day Sailots.’”” We have seen our
property taken away from us and
coofiscated, and measures are now



