DISCOURSE

PREST. JONN TAYLOR

At the Tabernacle, Sunday July
Tth, 1878.
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REPORTED EBY GEO, F. GIBES.

I have been very much interest-
ed, as no doubt a!l of you have who
have attended this Conference, in
the principles that havebeen taught
here. Itis true a very great many
have not been present to hear the
things that have been spoken of by
the Elders of Israel, and the Apos-
tles of the Lord during this Con-
ference. There have been a num-
ber*of reflections, no deubt, in rela-
tion to principles advanced by the
various speakers; a greal many
plain truths have been enumerated;
but we need, as has been stated,
contiounal awakening up to a sesse
of our duty, and to a realization of
those great responsibilities which

devolve upon us,

We are living in a very import-
ant age of the world, when great
events are about to transpire, and
the IL.ord bhas called upon us to
perform a very great work in our
day and generation. He has sent
forth a revelation of bis will; he
has restored the ancient, the ever-
lasiing gospel; he has restored the
holy priesthood; be has manifested
himself by the opening of the heav-
ens and communicating his will, by
the ministration of angels, by the
organizition of his church and
kingdom, by the continuous mani-
festation of his Holy Spirit, daily
imparting faith to the human ram-
ily who are humbly and diligeutly
seeking to observe his laws and to
keep his commandments.

The Liord bas a work to perform
upon the earth; and the ancient
Priesthood who have lived upobn
the e¢arth, aund who npow live in
heaven, have also a work to per-
form. And thwe gospel, land this
kingdom has been lutroduced that
there mignt be a priesihood upon
ti.e earth to vperate with God aud
with the priesthood in the heaveus,
for the accomplishment of his pur-
poses, for the redemption of b
living, even all who desire to love
thearruth auvd work righteousners,
and for the salvaiion aud redemp

tion of the dead; that the puipose |

of God from before the foundation

of the world may be carried out, |

and that the laws, prineiples, rules
-and government as ithey exist iu
heaveon, may be taught to man up-
on the eartb; and thal turough the
operation and co-operation of the
heaveuly priesthood snd the earth-
Jy priesthood, and God the Father,
and Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenaut, an orgauization may take
place, a union be formed, truth de-
veloped, and a kKingdom established
that the will of God may be done
_upon theearth as it is done in heav-
en. And this is what Jesus taught
his disciples to pray for. ¢ Thy
Eingdom come. Thy will be doue
in earth, as it is in neaven.” But
we cannot do the will of God a-
it is done in heaven, until he re-
veals it; we cannot know the will
of God in heaven, until he r«veals
it to man on the earth. And then
as it requires the powers and the
gpirit and wisdom of God to man-~
and direct and control the af-
faisin thelhesve worlds, and to

| who sent us.

| but the will of him who sent us—
not to speak our own words, but the
words ef life, under the inspiration
of the Most High, so that Zion
may be iustructed in the principles
of righteousness, and that she may
comprehend the laws of life and be
able to fulfil her destiny on the
earth,

Ye Latter-day Saints, thisis why
this church was organized; this s
why the priesthood was organized;
this is why messengers bave been
sent, and are now being sent, anu
will continue to be sent more
abundantly to the nationsof the
earth. And it is proper and right,
in our conferenees, to reflect upon
these these thibhgs, and upon the
duties and responsibilities devolv
ing upon us, and to ask ourselves,
Are we fulfilling the requirements
of the great Eloheim? 1t has been
asked here ,by Brother Brigham
who has just spoken, whether this
kingdom will fail. I tell you in the
name of Israel’s God it will not
fail. I tell you in the name of Is-
rael’s God it will roll forth, and
that the things spoken of by the
holy prophets in relation to it will
r-ceive their falfilment. Bout in
comnection with this I will tell you
another thing: A great many of the
Latteir~day Saiuts will fail, a grea!

1

{ many of them are not now and nev-

er have been living up to their
priviliges and msgnifying then
callings and their priesthood; and
God will have a reckoning with
such people, unless they speedi )
repent. There 18 a carelessness, a
deadness, an apathy, a listlessnes-
that exists to a great extent among
the Lauter-day Saints, and these
never was a strenger proof of this
thon that which was exhibite.
| here yesterday.s I zsked mys-1l', as
I looked over the empty beuche-,
Where are a!l the Bishops, have
| they not time to attend the Quar
terly Conference? Oh, shame on
such men! are they worthy to holu
a place in the Bishopric and asso-
ciate with the hoiy priesthoood - f
Gou? they are dese: I-tiltg
principles by which they ought ‘o
ve governed Where are tiei
(ouunrelors, I asked mys=elf; aund
where a e the Priests and Teschers
and Deacons? 1Is there vo interes:
manifes'ed in the chureh and king
drm of Gody or in 1the Zion he s
about to establish? Not wueh with
mauy of them, Where were these
thousands of feventies and High
Priests, a1 d Eluen? The great
maj rity of them were not here;
but to-day they are, and I thought
[ would alk to them while here
atd not when absent. Are the
thivgs of God of g0 #small import
ance, are the issues o! life, the des-
tivies of the world and the salva-
tion of the living and the dead of
so emall imporiance, that we can-
vot afford time to spend a day once
a quarter in attendieg to the dur
ties of our office, in representing
our different distriéts, and in falfill-
ing the duties of our priesthood,
and the obligations God has placed
upon us? 1 tell you, ye Eiders of

Israel who negleect these things and
who shirk your duties, Gua win re-

move your candlestick out of its
piace, and that speedly, unle=s you
repent. Avd {say so to the Bi-h-
op=, and I say so to all Israel who
ho!d the holy priesthood. We are
not hers to do our own will, bu
the will of our Heavenly Father
God has placed an
important mission  upon us; e ex-

cts us to fulfil it, If we treat it

nl
regulate his king!i:m there, so it
requires the same power, the same
wisdom, the same light and intel-
ligence to carry on his purposes
here, and to establish his kingdom
on the earth, And hence, for this
very purpose he has commenced to
reveal himself to the human fam-
ily; and also for the purpose of or-
ganizing the everlasting priesthood.
Do we know what that means? A
priesthood that administers in time
and through all eternity, a priest.
hood that is under the guidance,
direction and control of the Al-
mighty; a priesthood to whom he
will communicate his will, make
knowa his designs, through whom
he will accomplisan his purposes,
build up his Zion and establish the
kingdom of God on the earth. And

it is for this purpose that the king- |

dom of God is established; it is fo:
this purpose that the variousorgan
izations of the priesthood are put
in order; it is for this purpose that
men are ordained and set apart to

fulfil the various duties and respon- | P

sibilities devolving upon them, at
home or abroad as the case may be.
It is not to seek after our own gain,
or interest, or emolument, or tosat-
isfy the devices and desires of our
own hearls; we are here as Jesus

ightly and negleet our duties, he
will remove us and others will take
our crown. DBut he is not going to
allow his kingdom to be over-
thrown, for it will roll forth and
spread and increase until the king-
doms of this world shall become
the kingdoms of our God and
his Christ, and he will rule for ever
and ever.

I was reminded, yesterday, of a
parable made use of by the Savior
in his day.

““Then £hall the kingdom of heav-
en be likened unto ten virgins,
which tecok their lamps, and went
forth to meet the bridegroom.

Aod five of them were wise, and
five were foolish.

They that were foolish took their
lamps, and took no oil with them:

But taoe wise took o1l in their ves-
sels with their lsmps.

While the bridegroom tarried,
they all slumbered and slept.”

I thought that part of it was
retty nezrly fulfilled; for wvery
nearly all of the people belonging
to this Stake were caught napping
By and by, or to quote the words of
the text:

““And at midnight tHiere was a
cry made, Belcld, the bridegioom

|

was here, not to doour own will,

| cometh : go ye out to meet bim,

the holy |

Then all those virgins arose and
trimmed their lamps. '

And the foolish said unto the
wise, Give us of your cii; for our
lamps are gone out.

But the wise answered, saying,
Not so; lest there be not enough for
us and you: but go ye rather to
them that sell, and buy for your-
selves,

And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came; and they.that
were ready went in with him to
the marriage: and the door was
shut;” and the otbers did not, and
—that’s »1l. And there is anothe:
Scripture to which I will refer
Jesus says: ‘“‘Many are called, but
few are chosen.,” And there are
maoy other peculiar Seriptures in
relation to this matter. I will refer
toanother one. “Mapy will say to
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not propbesied in thy name?
aud in thy name have east out
devil:? and inthy name done many
‘wonderful works. -

‘“And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you; depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.”
Or in other words, Depart from me,
[ never approved of you. Who,
my brethren and sisters, do you
think these Scriptures refer to?
Some will say to the Gertiles; but
| have quite another opinion about
it. Theie are men vefore me to-day
who have prophesieu in the vame
ol God, who bave cast out devils in
1be nawme of God, who have bealed
‘be sick in the name of God, and
douve many wonderful works in the
name of God; but they are not liv-
ing their religion, they are no
gReeping his commandmedcts, nor
maguitying their priesthood; they
are lampering with sacred thimgs,
and Gou will bolu them to an ae-
count for it; and ir they expec
they can s¢rve mammon, the worlu
and the devil, at the same lime,
they are makivg a grand mistake
od will say o them, ““l neve:
kuew you.” Now I shall be there,
ard you will b2 there; und I war:
youu, in the name of Jesus, to repent
oi yoursius,aud bumole yourseive:,
aud rom hepeeforih magnifly youl
priestbouvu acd honor yvur Gud.

How is 1t with our various quor-
ums and authorities, and howis 11t
with many of the Bishops? The)
do unot care much avout thivge
whichever way  they go. They
nave time to atteud to their mer
chavdizing and trading and bus:
pers vperatious and pleasures, bu.
they have not time to attend to the
cause of God nor the interests ol
the flock, over whom he has placed
them. But if they caunpot finu
time, God will find a people that
will find time to attend to bis af-
fairs. We have been engaged for
years, but more especially of late
years, in organizing the church
more perfectly.. And we have beew
ordainivg men in the various quo
rums for the last 40 years; and what
fo1? Merely to give them a place
and position aud the priesthood?
No, I tell you nay; but that held-
ivg the holy priesthood you may

aegnify it aud besonas suo SAVIOLS
n[:# ﬁlﬂn'? Hu,r.?s it not thecage with

a great many of our Elders and
Sevenlies, that they are trying how
little they can do to save them

selves and preserve a stanuing in
the chureh; instead of how much
they can do? Why, all the heav

ens are waiting for eur operations;
the Gods in the eternal worlds an

the fathers of the departed spirits—
the  boly priesthood behind the
vail, are all waiting for our opera

tions, to see what we willdo. And
we are found slumberiog and care-
less and indifferent, wilhng that
anybody shounld perform the work
ot the Lord, if we will be left out

I tell you, in the name of God, tha:
he will give you your wish; he will
leave you out, unless you speedily
| repent. ‘‘Be not deceived; God -is
not mocked; for whatsoever a mau
soweth, that shall he also reap. For
ke that soweih to his flesh shall of
the flesh reap corruption; but he
that soweth to the BSpirit shall of
the Spirit reap life everlasting.”
But what are the duties of these
Seventies, so many of whom are
before me to-day’ Asl read it, it
is to be uunder the direction of the
Twelve, and to be on hand to go
to the pations of the eartb, as mes-
sengers, and to prepare themeselves
for that purpcse. We rometimes
talk abount the work we huave done.
A very few men, comparatively,
have done this work, and the gieat
majority bave done next tonothing
How mapy pations are yeit un

warned, and know nothing about
the principles of sulvation? Oar
fathers afgé apxious about them,
looking to us to carry the word t.
| them, O ehame upon the Elders

of Israel, especially upon the Seven=| ple; but we shall reap the reward
ties who are called specially te this|of our doings.

work, I received a letter from one| We talk about being a good peo-
of our Elders a sbort time ago, who | ple. Well, we are when compared
js out laboring in the ministry,|wilh the rest of the world; but we
faithfully and diligently, in which | ought to be twenty times better
he writes something like this: “If | than we are to-day. An&lf we, as
you cansend me two or three Elders | Latter-day Saints, were fo strictly
here, I shall be very much obliged; | observe the Sabbath day, and pay
if the Beventies or Elders wnuld our tithes and offerings and meet
not consider it too much trouble to | our engagements, and be less world.
come here,” What, too much trou |ly-minded, be united in temporal

ble for the Elders of Israel to pro-|and epiritual things, Zion would

claim the words of life aud salva-
tion to their fellowmen, and to
magnify their callisg and priest-
hoou! O sbameon such Elders and

such Seventies and such High
Prieste; shame on them, God, [
tell you in the name of God, will
hold you respopnsible for
things. And yet that man’s state-
ment was pretty nearly true. If a
mac gees on a mission, he thinks
be is accomplishing a wonderful
thing. We used to, in foriner years,
think it our duty, regarding
one of the things which God re-
quired at our hands.
selves in readiness all the time.
And some of us who have never
be-n abroad will begin to talk of the

these |

arise and shine, and the glory of
God would rest upon her. Andit
would not be long before all nations
would call us blessed. But we are
| slothful and careless and indifferent,
and we neglect our duties and the
responsibilities that devolve upon
us. :
I pray that God may enlighten
our minds, and lead us in the paths
of life; and that we may honor cur
calling and our God; that we may
be found worthy to be associated

it as| with the just on the earth, and

with them obtain an inheritance

We held our- |in the kingdom of God, in the

nameof Jesus, Amen.
e — AR - S

great work we have performed | THE 24th IN THE SETTLE-

How we apples swim, don’t we?
To tell what we have done, when
perbaps hundreds and thousands of
brethren who have never been
sbroad on a mission in their life-
time would cons der it a gross ca-
lamity to be called to goona for-
eign mission.

I am talking plainly, but it s
trueé before God, avd you know it
is true, and 1 Kuow it is true. And
[ say to you Beventies and you El-
ders, Awaken up! God has placed
‘he priesthocd upon you, and he
expects ycu to magnify it, and not
be all the day long, aud year after
year, singing, '

‘**Lullaby baby on the tree top,
When the wind blows the cradle will rock.”

We waet 8 mething else; we want
sume manhood, and some priest-
houd and power of God to be maui
‘ested in Israel, and the Spirnt of
(Gud to be poured out upon Israel
aud upon the Elders thereof. And
[ pray Gud, the Eterns) Father, to
wauken up these Eliers, that the

-pirit of their mission may rest up-|

on them, and that they may com-
prehend their true pusition before
G"dl

Now, I would not have said these
thiugs betere a public congregation,
if I bad pet said them befors yovu

MENTS.
Randolph,

The 24th of July was passed
here by a grand jubilee of the com-
bined Sundsy schools of Randolph
and Woodrutl, in eur large new
meeting house. At 9 o’clock &.m.,
the Randolph Sunday school, in 25
wagons, formed in processicn and
drove out on the road towards
Woodrufl, about two miles, wheie
they were drawrm up in a double
column to greet the Weodruff’ Sun-
day school, which was done by a'-
lowing the teams of the Woud ufl
school to come up the centre of the
double column. When parallel
with the lead teamsg, the procession
halted, and a hearty welcome given
by Superintendent A. McKinoon,
of the Randolph Sunday =school.
After which three cheers by the as-
sembly, when they reformed aud
drove to Randolvb, and through
the priucipal streets to the meeting
bouse.

When the econgregation were
‘neated the following programme

was very well rendered: - |
Opening chorus, *‘Never from
thee;”” Prayer by the chaplain, El-
der Wm. 1ysop; chorus, “Come to
the Jubile: ; instrumental music)

H

frecuently in your priesthood meet- | ©¥ation by Bishop R. H. Btm I

ings. Butitis time we were wak-
ing up to a sense of the position we
occupy before Godj for the day is
not far distant when we will hear

of .wars and rumors of wars; not|

only rumers of ware, but wars them-
selves—nation arrayed against na-
tion and seizing one another by the
throat, and blood will flow, and
general carnage will spread through
the Jands, and if you do not maguni-
f r callings,
'rgamaiblu for those : whom ycu
might have saved had you done

God wild bold you 1

music by the band: chorus b __
dolph Bunday schoolj recilations;
chorus, by Woodruff Sunday school;
oration by Bishop W. H. Live; mu-
sic by the band; selections by Ran-
dolph Sunday séhool: glee by the
| Woodruff choir; instromental mu-
sic; glee by the Randolph choir
drum solo, by Wm. Foss, *The
Points of War}” grand chorus by
both schools, **Thankesgiving.” Al
ter which an adjournment of ore
hour for dinner. ' 3
In the afternoon the children en-

yuur auty. Jhwow many.of you can
say, My garments are clean from
the blood’ of this generation? 1
-peak in bebalf of the nations and
the peoples thereof, and the honest
in heart who are ignorant eof God
and his lJaws. He has called upon
us to enlighten them, and to spread
forth the truth, and send forth the
prineiples of.the gospel,and point
out the way of life.. And it is for
us to attend to these things, that
we may secure the smiles and ap-
probation of God.

But we ars careless and thought-
less; and as has been already re-
marked, we pay very little atten-
tion to the BSabbath day. Some
would rather goon these Sunday
excursions, and take their families
with them, leading them in the
paths that lead to death, than they
would bring them to the bouse ef
God. But let me say to a'l such,
that as sure as you do these things,
you will bave to feel, and that
keenly too, the results of your acts,
and they will follow you in time
and through all eternity. And I

o

Joyed themselves with dancing,
swinging and other amusements
till the closing hour.
fu_ tne evening there was a
dance for the grown folke, which
continued till midnight. |
(Everything passed ofl’ pleasantly
and quietly, nothing oecurring to
mar tne joy and harmony that was
with the assembly. |
Bro. Wm. Howard, so badly
scalded at the late explosion, hasso
far recovered that he was able to
come to the door of his house to
witness the procession as it passed.
Crops are looking well thoagh
rather light this year. y
- Truady yours,
WiLriam REX,

N ]

Spring City. .
At sunrise the firing of musketry,
sounds of the brass baud avd hoist
ing of the flag,
At half-past 8 another salute

W

vl
I fired, preparatory to the lurmin.‘g'g

a procession at 8, under the direc
tion of R Justison, marshal of the
day. ' .

call upon you, ye Lalter-day Baintes,
to repent of your iniquities, and
keep the Sabbath ‘day holy, set it
aside as a day of rest,a day to meet
together to perform your sacra-
ments and to listen to the words of
life, and thus be found keeping the
commandments and setting & good
example before your children. Let
us do that which is right, honor
our God and magnify our ecalling,
and the Spirit and blessing of God
wiil rest upon us; But if we do
not do these things, his Spirit will
depart frem us and we be left to
ourselves. God will not be mocked
by his people, or by any other peo-

l of arrangements; Bisbops

Order of Procession:—Commitiee
council; city officers; Relief 8001?
Y. L. M. Improvement Society; X.
M. M. Improvement Society; eitis -
zens; scheol children, under
direction of their superintendent,d:
| Rubmn- ¢

After a short march through the
main streets, the people were seal*
ed in the bowery. After sing
and prayer by the chaplain,J. 1
Ellis, an oration was delivered bY
Hon. Orson Hyde; song, “Inde-

ndence. Day,” choir; & )

ishop Olsen; song, “Our y




