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THE DESERET NEW S.

CONFERENCE IN NEW
ZKALAND.

Uawa, Tologa Bay, New Zealand,
August 19th, 1885,

Kditor Deseret News:

Dear Sir:—By request of EldersJohn
W. Ash, president of the Conference,
and Ezra F. Richards. clerk, both of
whoimn bave gone north to ecpen a4 new
field of labor, I forward you a synopsis
of the doings atour Conference, held
at this place, August 15th and 16th,
1885.

There were present on the stand
President W. F. Stewart, Elders John
W. Ash, Ezra F. Richards, J. W, Kau-
leinamoku, Elias Johnson, Ephraim
Maglely and Sondra Sanders, Jr.,
Brother Ash piresiding. Abeut 125 na-
tives were in attendanee, the great ma-
jority of whom were members of the

' the conference,

| Zealand.

Church.

After the opening exercises President
Stewart explained the object and na-
ture of the Conference, it being a new
thing to the Maori people, Stated we
had met at a feast, not of food for the
body, but of food jor the spirit. He
was followed by Elder John W. Ash,
who gave in the report of thejdistrict.,

The Presidents of the various
branches of the Conference were called
upon to report the work entrusted to
them. Brother Hamuera Mita, of
Muriwai branch, felt well in the true
Gospel of the Lord. Some of his peo-
ple were doing right and some were
not. Three members had been excom-
municated ; but he had prayed earnest-
ly that they would reform, and now
two of them had applied for
rebaptism. The Pakirikiri Saints
were feeling well and doing right.
He was well pleased with the way the
teacher did his work in sunshine and
in storm.

Brother H. Tupeka represented some
ten scattering members at Gisborne,
He did not know the Lord until he re-
vealed Himself to Joseph Smith and
sent His Elders to this land. Referred
to the parable of the sower and ex-
horted his brethren to be diligent,

The First Counselor ef Papawhariki
said the branch he represented was
composed of a President, two Coun-
gelors, one Teacher, one Deacon and
eleven members, Exhorted the Saiuts
to be both hearers and doers of the
.aw. Reforred to the evils abroad and
closed by bearing his testimony to the
truth of the Gospel. |

Brother Tekani was pleased to see
non-members attend our meetings.
The members belonging to his branch
were very firm, having great faith in
the true GﬂﬂpEI of Christ. His prayers
were continuous in behalf of his peo-

le who had not hearg or received the
anpel, that they might be able to hear
and see its truths and embrace them.
There were three other branches re-

one durin

orted, showing a good standing
hey spoke of their faith and that o
their people, advised all to stand firm
and steadfast; that none knew the
time of Christ’s second coming, etc.
Prayed the Lords assistance in behalf
of the Elders learning the Maori lan-
guage; felt well in coming together to
reach and receive instructions in the
Euspel of Christ; that this was one
step towards our coming to a unity of
the faith. The spirit of God had heen
given them to make plain that Gospel
which came not of man, and they were
earnest in expounding the same to
thelr brethren yet in darkness, and in
teaching those who were members.
After singing and prayer the meeting
adjourned till 2 p. m.

AFTERNOON MEETING

commenced by singing and prayer, fol-
lowing which Elder Elias guhnsﬂn
(Prest. Stewart interpreting) spoke at
length on the kingdom, arguuizatinnd
a.ut%mrity, first principles, etc., an
closed by cxhorting the Saints to faith-
fulness.

The statistical report of the district
was read, showing six Utah Elders and
one local Klder, seventeen Priests
nine Teachers, two Deacons and 24
members; seventy members having
been added since the last conference.
Twenty-four of the Saints hﬁl volun-
tarily left off smoking, while some
shunned even the appearance of liquor.

Brother Iharaira being called upon,
spoke, exhorting all to have but one
set of leaders and they to be the ones
Christ had given us, viz.: Apostles,
Prophets, etc. Reviewed I:;ri«af.'lir1 the
organization of the primitive church

ts doctrine.
E"liflilh:u; away,”! infant baptism and the
doctrine of the churches of to-day.
He closed his remarks with his testi-
mony that the Gospel is true.

Prest. Stewart spoke of the great
number of false religions extant, the
difficulty some seem to have in per-
ceiving the truth,and the way one may
find it. Spoke of the necessity of
faith, repentance and baptism, the
mode of baptism and authority to offic-
iate. Referred to sins, the induigence
of which would diqualify us for an in-
heritance in the kingdom of heaven,

and advised the Saints to shun all evil,

as only those wh

d will be saved.
thg.fc;;?:ru hymn in the Maorilangua

the benediction was pronounced
Elder Sondra Saunders, jr.
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1a Priesthood meeting was he'd the
, evening of the 15th while counlerence

continued Sunday a.m. and p. m. with
another meeting of the Priesthood 1u
the ¢vening, at which the FPriesthood

- wus explained and three Eldcrs, one

Teacher and one Deacon were or-
dained, bhaving been voted for during
This, together with

other things, truly constituted a

' spiritual feast for the worthy Maori

: people.
|

Tous, though not fully represented,
I hope the Saintsin Utah will be able
to obtain a glimpse of the work in New
he Auckland conference
was held about two weeks ago. Other
districts have held their conferences
while others are yet to hold theirs,
Every thing is EI‘GEPEI‘{IHE and the
work is being pushed ahead with en-
ergy and spirit. We trust the day has
dawned in which the

FORTY-TWO THOUSAND

Maori people shall have the Gospel
preached unto them, that they may re-
uglve or reject the salvation that offered
them.
May God abundantly bless His cause
and those who love Him and keep His
commandments is our daily prayer.
This He will do for itis His promise,
Saints of Zion, let us be among the
worthy number.
Youar brother in'the Gospel
SONDRA SANDERS, JrI.

A MORMON’S VIEWS.

Mr. James H. Hart, the New York
agent of the Utah emigration society,
and an Elder in the Mormon Church,
said this morning: *“The Mormon
question is a complex one, and the
more it is agitated the more difficult
becomes the situation. The present
action of the courts in Utah is simply
ersecution. All kinds of means have
ll;een devised during the Jast fifty years
to solve the problem of what is called
Mormonism., This is only another
phase of it. Lawless mobs have made
attacks on us during the last fifty
years, persecuting our people until
they find themselves located in the
mountains 150,000 strong. Their
Prophets and Elders have been mur-
dered in a barbarous manner, and no
gi all these years has been

unished for killing a Mormoa Elder.
uring the greatest opposition polyg-
amy was not a factor in the difliculty.
On the arrival of the people in the
mountains, then belonging to the
Mexican republic, they unfurled the
stars and stripes and pledeed them-
selves as friends of the governmeant. A
polygamist, Brigham Young, was EP-
pointed governor by President Fill-
more, in 1848. From 1847 to 1862 the
peaple grew in number until they
reached a total of 100,000 souls. Its
representatives were acknowledged

only to

preach the ]
gather the Saints and save the living
and the dead. The Mormon

crusade, urged upon Congress by re-
ligous bigots. Congress to gratify
their religious constituents has done:
what 1t is ashamed of. It was an
assumption ot this kKind that lighted
the fires of Smithtield, and drove the:
Puritans from England and the Huge-
nots from France, It was such an as-
sumption that barried the Vaudois of

covenanters on the mountains where
they tried to worship God according to-
their consciences.

“Mr. Chamberlin, a liberal of Eng-
land, made a speech in Glasgow the
other day. In the course of his re-
marks he saxd: *‘If a man has a right.
to think out his religious faith for him-
self and hold it, he ought not to be
bribed or persecuted in order to relin-

proper fleld of duty and trespasses on
religious equality and religious free-
dow in doing s0.’

If the principles of the democratic
party were carried out they would in-
sure liberty to all citizens of this re-
public. Consequently the **Mormon®
»eople, although they canvot vote, be~
}ieva in the Jeffersonian principle.
There are a few men who will leave
families, but the mass of the ‘‘Mor-
mon’’ people will die in their belief. .
It will injure us personally but as a'
sect it will make us grow.—N. Y.Com~
mercial Advertiser. 'I
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EXPRESSIONS FROM THE PEOPLE.

SHALL WE LIVE IN HISTORY,

1

All public men expect to have their
acts criticized, hence the care they
cenerally manifest in order to escape
the humiliation of being adjudged by
the public voice asincompetent Or uu-
worthy, The author reads and cor-
rects wany times over before allowing

watches with eagerness the comments.
of the just enitic upon his‘prodaction,
knowing full well that unfavorable
comment would stand in the way of
future success. The artist and sculptor
are equally anxious to have awarded
to them the merit for which
they have 8O
even the actor upon the stage who has
neither conceived the plot nor furnished
one solitary line of the pilece he is re=
presenting is very careful to portray
the character he assumes 80 truly in
keeping withithe author’s conception as
to place himself beyond

UNFAVORABLE CRITICISM.

The wise legisiator will carefully note
every word of the law he is framing not
revent a false construction
being placed upon any of its pro-

gospel, baild temples,

eop.e:
generally regard this as a religious. !

the Alps and persecuted the Scotch

Jd their desire to

quish it, and the State oversteps its.:

4 faiths sand principles.

i
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1 with her advanced civilization her
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recital. The honesty of these relig- 1 most readily
Jious devotees has appealed in vain 1o | party 1
their persecutors, for they would ac- |
cept of nothing short of recantation
and a total repunciation of their relig-
ious views and practices, and in
many ages of the world’s history
thousands—aye, millions bave allowed
their blood to be shed rather than
yield to the public clamor. Thus have
LhEP{ sustained to the death principles
which they held so sacred as to be of
more value than theirlives, and by this
means have principles been perpetu-
ated that would otherwise have ceased
] Lo exist.

2  The abhorence we féel for those who
i in pasi years were guilty of these at-
J trocities seems to have no effect what-
{ ever upon many who in succeeding
fages have exhibited the swme bitter
§ hate and bhave delighted in grarifying

be turned again
nat advances it. "

- When, in the histo
gfulm;: with theh“
48 there cver been an "
natural discussion of the mgﬁhﬁl
volved? Have not the %ult of the
anti-““Mormons’ avoided such discys.
sions, and made up their minds troy
sheer prejudice, that the “*Mormopg»
were-wrong, and being in tae wrong,
inust yield to the opinion of the may
who differed from them? Have any of
the instigators of the religious persecy.
tions the Saints are now enduring,ever
considered that lpemﬂpl after all the
‘“*Mormon® people were right, and thg
cruel and oppressive  legislatiog
against them was wrong? Too muyeh
prejudice exists in the minds of magy
1o admit of any such thought: by j
that right? Is it statesmaunlike for
Congress to pass gpecial local laws o
the represeutations of a few Jogy
demagogues,  interested in nullityig
Lthe political rights of the majority
here? Is it Christianlke for BInistery
to use thelr influence for the legl e
struction eof a rival religion, si
becaunse they are unable to cope
1n the legitimate tleld of political disggs
sion? Isitsensible for ihtelligent g
ple to silently sit and suffer a th
community to be broken up beca
their relizious coavictions, the diy
ity of which nevér has been and new
can be disproved? Has anv conside.
able number of progressive.
outside ofthe “Mormon?®’ Church eve
thought on the subject now unde
consideration? Do those who oppos
“*Mormonism’ in public know
they do so, from logical reasoni
which could for an instant controvey
.| the position taken by the Saints in fs.
vorof our doctrines? ILet the intelli
gent reader answer the foregoi ues
tions according to his own exgrqie:

the

of the nation's |
ormon™ yeople,

|

PERSKCUTE, TORTURE AND KILL

f the adherents of certzin religious
And the execra-
tion in which the former inquisitions
 ar2 held seems to have no effectvin de-
{ terring them from pursuing the same
] course as their predecessors. The
! thought of a future record, of a suliicd
f name or lastiug disgrace seems to he
forzotten by them 1n their eagerness to
ratify this unrighteous and ungodly
esire to *'lord it over’ their fellow-
men.

Such scenes when enacted in a des-
potic government wouid seem to be a
verﬁr natural oatgrowth of the spirit
and genius of such government, bat
for an enlightened nation like America

pronounced love of libetty and especi-
arly

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
to ever tolerate such things as have

his work to appear 1n public, and he |

diligently labored. |

{ occurred of late in Utah and the ad-
1 joining Territories is almost past re-
! lief, and indicates such decay as must
ere long result most disastrously to
{ the nation, If, to tawper with the
{ foundation isdapgerous to the bualld-
iny, what must be the cohseguences
when sowme of its principle stones and
especially one of its corner stones is
removed? The fabric may remain for
a time it is true, losing none of the
grandeur of its externsl appearaance
and it may suaccessfully withstand
many a blast, but there will come
a storm by and by so severe ihat it
will cause it to tremble and fall, and
thus will be broken to pieces one of
the grandest structures that ever ex-
{ isted. A nation whose constitutional
life indicated such a perpetuity of ex-
istence as to have put ancient, long-
lived Babylon, or:the more mod
long-lived Roman empire to shame.
mFor the almost immediate descen-

]

dants (nay, let us hope they are either |

foreign-born or bastards) of the
founders of this mighty nation to be
enilty of such sacrilege as tosap the

for several terms as representatives of
the Territory in Congress.
amy law was passed in 1862,

The polyg-
but re-

visions, but also that he may recelve § foundation of the
honorable mention for the wisdom

has displayed in

structure their
_ he § fathers laid and  whose stones
roducing such a§were cemented in mortar mixed

o endure faithfully to
Ea

Y
Thus ending the tirst day’s service of

in the Maori
tion of the re-
de by Brother Johnson and
f us who had just arrived
taken
ier Ezra ¥. Richards, to

Made mention of the | was

» ton lnng an article,
e this

mained a dead letter on the statute
book wuuntil three years ago, when the
Edmunds amendment was passed.

““There are no . prosecutions for
olygamy, but they are for, as the
ucdges call it, unlawful relations be-
tween man apd woman. The punish-
ment is a fine of $300 and sixX months
in prison. The Utah courts have so
ruledy that by dividing ths time since

the passage of the KEdmunds
act into & number of offences,
or into years, months, weeks

or days for the so-called offences,
t mai’:es the imprisonment practi-
cally for life, and the fines run up to
an enormous amount. This i3 unjust.
In the first place, marriage is a part of
our religion, and is acknowledged by
the Utah jutiiciary. The relation holds
in our estimation for eternity.
acknowledged by the best of lawyers
that the Edmunds act virtually aanuls
the first amendment to the constitu-
tion which prohibits congress from
passing any acts interfering with the
iree exercise of religion. We believe
that this has been revealed to us from
God, and we cannot disobey this law.
We cannot abanden our wives and
children as demanded by the courts,
without violating our contracts with
our wives and our covenants with our
God. Bishop Cluwson is suffering in
jail. Rather that, than be hated by his
wives and children and be despised
and ostracised by our people,
““Mr. Beecher said a few days ago
that if the Bible was true, Mormonism
right., We believe in the Christian
Bible. The old Prophets were polyg-
amists, bnt not the whole of Israel,
Monogamy was not heard of until 300
or 400 years after Christ. It has been
imposed on the whole of Europe by
pagan Rome. Casar guarded the vir-
tue of his wife, but compromised him-
self with other women. S0 with this
couatry to-day. There are 500,000
abandoned women in this country who
earn theirliving by their shame. Their
average lifeis five years. So 100,000
die every year and £o to an untimely
rave. The people here do not know
ormonism, for if they did ther would
not attack it o blindly. Only 8 per
cent. of the Mormons have more than
one wife; that is to say, 12,000 in all
our country, or enly about 4,000 men.
“We will contest this matter in the
United States courts as s0on as wecan
be heard.sdThe persons who are now
suffering in jail jhave been denied an
appeal to the United States courts, as
in the case of Angus M. Cannon, the
brother of our foriuer representative,
George Q. Cannon. If we get no red-
ress in the United States courts we
will submit our case to the Almighty,
who will do us justice.

i

sound, just and equitable statute. The ! with their own blood is such shameful
upright judge will watch so closely the } vandalism as to make them deserve
proceedings in any case that comes be- everlasting obloquy and disgrace

and observation,
I make bold to assert, that ith
through the great lack of intelligen
discussion on the subjects which ag.
tate the country concerning the Seint
that so much ignorance and prejudie .
prevail in regard to the matter, Itk
the absence of fair and impartial i
vestigation that makes it possible fo
purties 10 misrepresent this people a
their motives at a distance. The pres
itself-the mostindependent and powe
fulincans of discussion in theworld-hg
almost effectually closed its colu
ugainst any arguwent or Htatemeuﬁ
their defense. If the “*Mormon’ si
uation is touched even by -a friend
paper, the article has to be surrounds
Oy a protective army of politic assen
erations as the personal beliefs n.=
sentiments of the writer, lest his 1nflu
ence should perish in the flames o
prejudice as soon as the stand he ha
taken in favor of such aa anpopular
people becomes public. )
The missichary tield -meets with its
special obstacles to a proper discus-
sion of the subject. Few persons are
willing to lend an intelligentear to the
ministrations of the **Mormon"” wnis-
sionary. And when after mueh faith-
ful labor and heroic effort a family or
two become convinced, the bloody
hand of persecution is thrust out %o

&
L

The talk of

fore him and will ruie so equitably as to
earn the title of administrator of even-
handed justice, and be adjudged in
every way worthy of the ermine he
wears. While the execntive officer
will be considered, kina and humane
even to the convicted felon. Such are
the characteristics of the true man and
the ambition to be recognized as such
is not only pardonable but laudable,
and needs no excuse. But there are
men whose ignoble souls never con-
ceived the idea that their fellow-beings
had any rights which they were bound
to respect, and when these receive a
little brief authority they invariabl

use it to oppress, abuse and TO

their Dbrother of his inalienable
rights unless he will consent to
bow down and worship at their shrine;
caring nnthin% for the consequenees
their acts will bring upon themselves,
S0 eager are the‘f to gratify the unlaw-
ful and unholy desires of their corrupt
and wicked hearts.

THE ACTS OF MEN

in authority are closely watched, and
their conduct in waany instances re-
ceives more than a passing review.
They live in history, and after years
reflect npon them either honor or dis-
crace, for they are then stripped of all
their trappings and stand forth in the
symetry of a pertect form on the hid-
eousness of their distorted shape,
future generations judge only of
naked tacts.

Sometimes we weigh men’s conduct
demerit as the scales determine the
repondence on either-side, In other

evil stands out so prominently as
outweigh all of the other conduct
their lives. Notably was this the case
with

BENEDICT ARNOLD

who had endured untold hardships and
had exhibited most commendable
bravery but whose one traitorous act
not only dimmed his former lustre for
ever, but caused him to be spoken of
with loathing by his cnntemf:umrien
and to® be held in execration by
future generations, An act of
cowardice, especially at a suapreme
moment is never forgotten and seldom
forgiven, while an unswerving integ-
rity :is ever applauded, even though
death may be the consequence,

RELTGIOUS QUESTIONS

and caused to be exhibited such bitter-

i B

force and arms is absurd. We are
Inan-numbutaniu._ Our businear is to

4

as to make one shuddera

which history will not fail to awar
them.

THE SPIRIT OF THE PEOFPLE,

as indexed by their acts in supporting
the present crusade against this hand-
ful of Saints, is: Let the work be pros-
ecuted to the bitter, end; pay no res-
pect to constitutioual rig ts; lgnore
sound precedents; ruleas unrighteous-
ly as you please; banish all humane
feeling; ruin industries; imprison the
worthiest and best of their citi-
zens: break wup their families;
desolate their omes; confiscate
their pm%ertiy; and, if you cannot
accomplis t without, employ the
sword, the bayonet and the still more
destructive cannon, for we have de-
termined that ‘‘Mormonism and the
“Mormons’’ shall either yield or die.

| grasp those who have thus opened ups '
oor to the more perfect comprehen-

sion of the prlm:P les and situation
The very journals that indulge in sep- |
timental suggestions on ‘free discas-
sion, almost daily urge a cruel an |
cruahing process against the Saints |
and the preaching of the word Ohiyth :
Elders. Through the inflaence of o+ !
temperate articles by the anti-*Mer
mon’’ press of this city, richteous men '
gat.:fe beeuhﬂhtgidﬂwn[ in t:*:n e Southem |
8, while discussing the princi {
of the Gospel with the ancrgd e (
tures open before them. Every avens !
for the fair presentation of their view
te the public is being closed as fatsuts:
possible, through the intolerant !
gations of the very men who quotep
etical sentiment in favor of fr
thought and free speech. If a writer
sume to vindicate the cause of
Saints in the Church pnﬁra, he
8 post

{

BUT HARK!

~ |spotted, and hounded from
There is another voice speaking; it

oflicers with warrants, and perplex

|

!

was first heard upon the plains of | processes are inaugurated t

Bethlehem its accents were Eﬂftélltﬂ Eis public career. i - 3

tones were ﬂld, but terrible in their| And all thisina country which ¥ p
mildness. e Being who spoke, saw | sought for reputdtion as & land of?

for | stone shal
the | soever it s

in a balance and award them merit or | @flicers,

' same w
nstances a solitary act for good or Itg; S The

of | voice that is speaking is the voice of

this very day,though ei%hteen centuries
ahead of that time; he saw a little
stone cut out the mountain without
hands; it commeneed to roll; he re-
cognized its power and he prophesied

thus: “Whomsoever shall fall on this|in le will fail too
1 be broken. but on waom- mﬁﬁﬁ“@nﬂeﬂ bserve the

hall fall, it will grind hiwmn to § there not

owder.”
Y I.ct statesmen, judges, and executive

s, torether with the entire pan‘ule
open their ears and listen, That voice
is speaking again, repeating the
ords; and history will vet re-
ir exact fuifillment; for the

God, and no word of His ever yet
failed, HISTORICUS,

el A
[COMMUNICATED.]
DISCUSSING THE SUBJECT.

¢¢1p all countries when there is any
important question to be discussedand
scttled, all parties who are at all inte-
rested in it discussithe jpros and cons
and then maxe up their minds as re-
gards the matter.’

The above paragraph is clipped from
a leader in a late issue eof an anti-
“Mormon' contemporary, and as I

more than any other have called forth | ates every argument used

ness of feeling, followed by such scenes !
of persecution, torture and bloodshed
t their mere anti-

wlil:at'.u:erI manifests in ahlingrked de-
3¢ the inconsistency which perme-
SUIS cvery o 4 against the
| Church. ~ In itself the sentiment

expressed in the excerpt is sound, but
like many other reasonings from the
“Mormon’' standpoint, it o©an

ligious liberty—a land whose pat
pride themselves on havin tium
elevak

A
8]
gordian knot of tyranny an i
t banner of freedom to all ﬁk

(

S
ar

the brigh
world. Can it be possible that th
" here Idg icted? I
e a glorious 1eactielo
to the present political crisftn
I feel confident in predicting that Dt
fore many more years pass away, mwat
of the prejndice wrought up by sches WV
ing politicians against this inpoc#an
people will be dispelled. That 1ntelldc
gent investigation will become mo!n
universal. That greater freedom ¢l
speech will prevail, and many w
have refused to look deeply into #th
dark deeds of demagoguery by whit! s
this people have been so long hetrayela
will' yet turn to be their friends #®il
defenders before the world. w
lam more certain of these
when I  witness the su
of visitors in our )i}
P

Q
:

e
wnen contemplating our progethe
in spite of adversity; and the chagtv
they axfrasﬂ at the misrepresenta “’f
made of our institutions abroad.,

are not to be repudiated as easily tlf

some may imagine. Intelligent ¢

ists, who are identified with teriori
interests in their own lﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ:ﬂ:” .
not as easily cajoled as the unpeflectier
masses who never travel. Anpd the¥h
men carry an influence wherever e
ggarﬁﬁchﬂéldu: llslme be tels, IndﬂiFﬂ

rouwh d,
fabric of society, Ty ¥ in

The Saints bave always courted I 9




