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conference IN NEW
ZEALANDND

bologa bay new zealand
august 1885

editor deseret news

dear sircirbyBy request of elderseiders john
W ash president of the conference
and ezra F richards clerk both of
whom have gomlom north to opendren a new
field of labor I1 forward you ia synopsis
of the doings at our conference held
at this place august loth and
1885

there were present on the stand
president W F stewart elders john
W ash ezra F richards J IV
ietlei ellaselias johnson ephraim
magleby and sondra sanders jr
brother ash pLespiespresidingiding about na-
tives were in attenattendancedanee the great ma-
jority of whom were members odtheof the
church

after the opening exercises president
stewart explained the object and na-
ture of the conference it being a new
thing to the maori people stated we
had met at a 1beastfeast not of food for ththee
body but of food for the spirit ilehe
was followed by elder john W ash
who ggaveave in the report of thedisbrict

the presidents of the various
branches of the conference were called
upon to report the work entrusted to
them brother mita of
murieal branch felt well in the true
gospel of the lord some of his peo-
ple were doing right and some were
not three members hadbad been excom-
municatedmunica ted but he had prayed earnest-
ly that they would reform and now
two of them had applied for
rebaptism the yakirFakirikiri saints
were feeling well ald doing right
ilehe was weilwill pleased with the way the
teacher did his work in sunshine and
in storm

brother 11 represented some
scatteringten members at gisborneGl
he did not know the lord until liehe re-
vealed himself to joseph smith and
sent illshis elders to this land referred
to the parable of the and ex-
horted his brethren to be diligent

the first cocounselor of
said the branch he represented was
composed of a president two coun-
selors one teacher one deacon anandd
eleven members exhorted the saluta
to be both hearersbearers and doers of the
aw referred to the evils abroad and

closed bybv bearing his testimony to the
truth of the gospel

brother was pleased to see
non members attend our meetings
the members belonging to his branch
were very firm having great faith in
the true gospel of christ illshis prayers
were continuous in behalf of his peo-
ple who hadbad not hearttheard or received thevegospelpelpei that they might be able to hear
and see its trutruths and embrace them
there were three other branches re-
portedarted showing a good standingpeythey spoke of their fai-thfalthfaith and that of
their people advised all to stand firm
and steadfast that none knew tilethe
time of ChrIschrlschristsVs second coming etc
prayed the lords assistance in behalf
of the elders learning the maori lan-
guage felt well in coming together to
preachreach1 and receive instructions in thetgospel1 of christ that this was one
step towards our coming to a unity of
the faith the spirit of god had been
given them to make plain that gospel
which came not of man and they werere
earnest in expounding the same to
their brethren yet in darkness and in
teaching those who were members

after singing and prayer the meeting
adjourned till 2 p in

AFTERNOON MEETMEETINGING

commenced by singing and prayer fol-
lowing which elder ellaselias johnson1
wrestprest stewart interpreting spoke at

lengienglongthonlengththonon the kingdom organizationanaauthority first principles etc and
closed by cxexhortinghortin the saints to faith-
fulnessful ness

the statistical report of the district
was read showing six utah elders and
one local elder seventeen priests
nine teachers two deacons andaud
members seventy members having
been added since thetile last conference
twenty four of the saints hadbad volun-
tarily left off smoking while some
shunned even the appearance of liquor

brother Ihara lraira being called upon
spoke exhorting all to have but one
set of leaders and they to be the onesones
christ had given us viz apostles
prophets etc reviewed briefly the
organization of the primitive church
and its doctrine made mention of the
I1 fallingtailing away I1 infant baptism and the
doctrine of the churches of todatodartodayto dadardayI1tfilehe closed hisbla remarks with his tes

the is true
prest stewart spoke ol01 the great

numnumberberofof false religions extant the
difficulty some seem to have in per-
ceiving the truth and the way one may
find it spoke of the necessity of
faith repentance and baptism the
mode of baptism and authority to offic
late referred to sins the indulgence
of which would allfailty us for an in-
heritance in the kiukinkingdomdolndoin of heaheavenven
and advised the saints to shun all evil
as 0onlynI1 those who endure faithfully to
the endd will beba savedenm

after a hymeinhymn in the maori language
the benediction was pronounced by

elder sondra saunders jr
thus ending the first days service of

a conference long to be remembered
all tiiethe speaking was in the maori
tongue with the exception of the re-
marks made by brother johnson and
the three of u who hadbad just arrived
from utah the minutes were taken
in full by eiderelder ezra F richards to
whom I1 ameldeorindebtedu ested toforr this report

but it would makomatomaimal ttn inarair an article
thi thlisthisfor the N W 4 1 mv

it 84ibysynopsis vai u i fi v

a priesthood lueinemeetetingelingingleg was hedheld thothe
eveninevening of the botn while conference
continued sunday a in and p rain with
another meeting of the priesthood luin
the evening at which the priesthood
was explained and three elders one
teacher and one deacon were or-
dained having been voted for during
the conference this together with
other things truly constituted a
spiritual feast for the worthy maori
Ppeopleoleoie

Tthus tthoughhough not fully represented
I1 hohope tliethe saints in utah will helie able
to 0obtainn a glimpse of the work in new
zealand theyie auckland conference
was held about two weeks ago other
districts have held their conferences
while others are yet to hold theirs
every thinthing is prosperous and thetile
work Is being pushed ahead with en-
ergy and spirit we trust the day has
dawned in which thethy

FORTY TWO THOUSAND

maori people shall have the gospel
preached unto them that they may re-
ceive or reject the salvation that offered
them

mayalay god abundantly bless his cause
and those who love him and keep illshis
commandments is our daily prayer
this he will do for it is his promise
saints of zion letiet us behe amonamong the
worthy numberyour brother inobe gospel

SONDRA SANDERS jr

A MORMONS VIEWS

mr james 11 hart the new york
agent of the utah emigration society
andand an elder in the mormon church
said this morning the mormonmornion
question is a complex one and the
more it is agitated the more difficult
becomes the situation the present
action of the courts in utah is simply
persecution all kinds of means have
been devised during the last fifty years
to solve the problem otof what is called
mormonism this is only another
phase of it lawless mobs have made
attacks on us during the last fifty
years persecuting our people until
they find themselves located inthein the
mountains strong their

and elders have been mumur-
dered

r
in a barbarous manner and no

one during all these years has been
punished for killing a mormon eiderelderr
during the greatest opposition poleg
amy was not a factor in the difficulty
on thetile arrival of the people in the
mountains then belonging to the
mexican republic they unfurled the
stars and stripes and pledged them-
selves as friends of the government A
polygamist bricBriabriehanliamllam youngg was ap-
pointed governor by president fill-
more in 184818 from 1847 to aw the
peaple grew in number until they
reareachedchedaa total of souls its
representatives were acknowledged
for several terms as representatives of
the territory in congress the polyg-
amy kawwaslaw was passed in 18631803 autrebut re-
mained a dead letter on the statute
book until three years ago when the
edmunds amendment was passed

there are no prosecutions for
polygamy but they are for as thetile
judges call it unlawful relations be-
tweentween man and woman the punish-
ment is a fine of and sixsimsi monthsmonth
in prison the utah courts have so
ruled that hvby dividing time since
the passage of the edmunds
act intoI1 ntouto a number of offences
or into years months
or dadayss for the so called offences
it makesin 1es the imprisonment practi-
cally for life and ane fines run up
an enormous amount this is unjust
in the first place marriage is a part

I1 our rellrelireligionlouiou and is acknowledged
tiiethe utahnutah judiciary the relation
in our estimation for eternity it
acknowledged bybyththe ebestbest ot
that the edmunds act virtually
the first amendment to the constitu-
tion which prohibits congress
passing any acts interluterinterferingferine with
ireetree exercise of religion we
that this has been revealed to us
god and we cannot disobey this law
we cannot abandon our wives
children as demanded by the courts
without violating our contracts
our wives and our covenants with
god bishop clawson is suffering
jail rather that than be hated athbv 1

wives and children and be dessdespe
and ostracisedostracized by our people

mr beecher said a few daysdavs aga
that itH the bible was true
was right we believe in the Chrischrls
bible the old prophets were poleg
amists antt not the whole of
monogamyAlonogamy was not heard of until
or after christ it has
imposed on thetile whole of Eeuropedrope by
pagan rome cresarcaesar guarded the vir-
tuetug of his wife but compromised him-
self with other women so with this
country todayto day there are
abandoned women in this country who
earn theirthein livinlivins by their shame their
average lifelifeilfe is gisense years so
die evers year and go to an untimely
gravee the people lierehere do not knowgravmormonismorm for if they diddia thether would
not attack atsoit so blindly only 8 per
cent of the mormonscormons have more
one wife that Is to say in allalt
our countrcountryyi or only about men

we will contest this matter lain the
united states courts as soon as we can
be heardstithe persons who are now
sunnersuffersummeringincinz in jail shavehave been denied ailan
appeal to the united states courts as
in the case of angus al cannon the
brother of our former representativegeorcegeorge Q cannon if we get no red-
ress in mewe united states courts we
will submit our case to the almighty
who will do us justice the talk of
force and arnisarma iais absurd yewe areour businebus lneine 11 Is to

preach the gospel build temples
catherrather the saints andaad save the
and the dead the mormon eoplepeople
generally regard this as a i

p
ivious

crusade urged upon congress by re
bigous bigots congress to gratify
their religious constituents has done
what it is ashamed of it was an
assumption otof this kind that lighted
the firesflies of smithfieldSmith neld and drove the
puritans from england and the huge
notsbots from france it was such an as-
sumption that harried the vaudois of
the alps and persecuted the scotch
covenant ers on the mountains wherewawre
they tried to worship god according to
theirther consciences I1

nirair chamberlin a liberal of eng-
land

i

made a speech in glasglssglasgow the I1

other day in the course of hisfils re-
marks

I1
he saidsald if a man has aarightright I1

to think out his religious faith for him
self and hold it he ought not to be
bribed or persecuted in order to relin-
quish it and the state overstepsoversteps its
proper field of duty and trespasses on I1

religious equality and religious free-
dom in doing so I1

if the principles of the democratic
party were carried out they would in-
sure

I1

libertilbertliberty to aallailI1 citcitizenszens 0of tthiss re-
public consequentlyonse neatly the mormonormont
peoplecople although tthee cannot vote be-
lieve

be-
leve in tthee jeffersoniane ersonian principle
there are a few men who will leave
families but the mass of the diormor-
mon people will die in their belief
it will injure us personally blitbut as a I1

sect it will make us grow JY Y coetcoat
mercial advertiser

expressions FROM THE PEOPLE

WEIVE LIVE IVIN STOBY

all public men expect to have their
acts criticized hence the care they
generally manifest in order to escape
the humiliation of being adjudgeded by
the public voice as incompetent or j

worthy the author reads andhorand corlcor- i

erects many times over before allowing
his work to appear in public and he
watches with eagernesseagerness the commentcomments
of the just critic upon hisproduction
knowing fullfall well that unfavorablyunfavorable j

comment would stand in the way of j

future success the artist and sculptor g

are equally anxious to have awarded
to them the merit for which
they have so diligently labored
even the actor upon the stage who hashaf
neither conceived the plot nor furnished
one solitary line of the piece he is re-
presenting is very careful to portray
the character he assumes so truly hilu
keeping with ithe authors conception as
to place himself beyond

unfavorable CRITICISM

the wise lelegislatoroliiii lator will carefully notnoteC
every word 0of the law he is framing not
only to prevent a false construction
being placed unonupon any of its pro-
visions but also that he may receive
honorable mention for the wisdom he
has displayed in producing such a
sound just and equitable statute the
upright judge will watch so closely the
proceedings in any case that comes be-
fore him and will rule so equitably as to
earn the title of administrator ofof even-
handed justice and be adjudged in
every way worthy of the ermine he
wears while the executive officer
will be considered kind and humane
even to the convicted felon such are
the characteristics of the true mabman and
the ambambitionI1 tioa to be recognizedrccognize eof as such
is not only pardonable but laudable
and needs no excuse but there adooarearo
men whose ignoble souls never con-
ceived the idea that their fellow beings
had any rights which they were bound
to resrespectact andund when these receive a
little arief authority they invariably
use it to oppress abuse and rotrob
their brother of hisbis inalienable
rights unless he will consent to
bow down and worship at their shrine
caring nothing for thetue consequences
their acts will ringbring upon themselves
so eager are they to gratify the unlaw-
ful and unholy desires of their corrupt
and wicked hearts

THE ACTS OF mesMEN

authority are closely watched and
conduct in many instances

more a passing review
they live in history and after years
reflect upon tthemhem either honor or dis-
grace for they are then stripped of all
their trappings and stand forth in the
symmetry of a perfect form on the hid-
eousness of their distorted shape for
future generations judge only ofof the
naked facts

sometimes we weigh mens condconeconductluclur t
I1in a balance and awardabird them merit or
demerit as the scales detdetermineermineermide the
grepondence on either side in other
instances a solitary act for good or fortor
evil stands out so prominently as to
outweigh all of the other conduct of
their livesilves notably was this the case
with

BENEDICT aryanyARNOLDOLD

who had endured untold hardships and
had exhibited most commendable
bravery but whose one traitorous act
not only dimmed his former lustre for
ever but caused him to be spoken of
with loathing by his contemporaries
and totoo be held in execration by
future generations an act of
cocowardicewardia especially at a supreme
moment is never forgotten and seldom
forgiven while an unswerving integinteg-
rity is ever applauded even tthoughho h
death may be the consequence

QUESTIONS
more than any other have called forth
and caused to be exhibited such bitter-
ness of feeling followed by such scenes
ol01 persecution torture and bloodshed

to one shudderratat their merewere

rtrecital1 cital ghedheinbeimbe of anese relig-
iousto us devotees has appealed iuin vain to
their persecutors I1 for they would ac-
cept of nothing short of recantation
and a total renunciation of their relig-
ious

rell-
ious views and practices and ynin
many agesapes of the worlds history
thousands aye millions have allowed
their blood to be blied rather than
yield to the public clamor thus have
they sustained to the death principles
which they held so sacred as to be of
more value thanthau their lives and by this
means have principles been perpetu-
ated that would otherwise have ceased
to exist

the horenceabhorrenceab we feelfeel for those who
lnjn past years were guilty of thesethess at
troatrocitiescities seems to have no effect what-
ever upon many who in buccesucceedingil n
ages have exhibited the samesanne blbittertea1
hate and have delighted in gratifying
their desire to I1

PERSECUTE TORTtonttRE AND KILLKILL
the adherents of certain religious
faiths and principles and the execra-
tion in which the former inquisitions
areara held seems to have no de-
terring them from pursuing the same
course as their predecessors therhe
thought of a future record of a isullieds u I1 I1 I1 c 1I
name or lasting disgrace seems to hebe
forgotten by them in their eagerness to
gratifyratify thistilis unrighteous and ungodlylesiredesire to lord it over their fellow
men

such scenes when enacted in a des-
potic government would seem to be a

i
very natural outoatoutgrowthgrowth of the spirit
and genius of such government but
for an enlightened nation likeilke america
with her advanced civilization her
pronounced love of liberty and especi-
ally

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

to ever tolerate such things as have
occurred of late in utah and the ad-
joining territories is almost past re-
lief and indicates such decay as must
ere long result most disastrously to
the nation if tto tamper with the
foundation is dangerous to the build
inln I1 what must be the consequences
when some of its principle stones and
especially one of its comer stones is
reremoved the fabric may remain for
a time it is true I1losingosing none of the
grandeuraaridieur 0off itiilsHsili eexternalterillx appearance
filiiiand itt mmayay successfully withstand
many a blast but there will come
a storm by and bvby so severebevere that it
will cause it to tremble and fall and
thus will be broken to pieces one of
the grandest structures that ever ex-
isted A nation whose constitutional
life indicated such a perpetuity oloof ex-
istence as to have put ancaneanciente it loiya
lived babylon or the more modmodem
longiong lived roman empire to shame
iforleor the almost immediate descen-
dants nay let us hope they are either
forelforeigna bornboro or bastards of the
founfoundersalers of this mighty nation to be
guilty of such sacrilege as josapto sap the
foundation of thetile structureturo their
fathers laid and whose stones
were cemented in mortar mixed
with their own blood is suchsuca shameful
vandalism as to make them deserve
everlasting obloquy and disgrace
which history will not fall to award
them

THE SPIRIT OF THE PEOPLE

as indexed by their acts in supportsupportingDg
the present crusade against this hand-
ful of saints is let thetre work be pros-
ecuted to the bitter end i pay no res-
pect to constitutional rigrightsgayts ignore
sound precedents rule as unrighteous
lylyasas you please banish all humane
feeling ruinrum industries imprison the
worthiest and best of their citi-
zens break up their families
zensidesodesolateate their homes confiscate
their property and iiif you cannot
accomplish it without employ the
sword the bayonet and the still more
destructive cannon for we have de-
terminedtermined that mormonism and the

i mormonscormonsMormons shall either yield or die

13 UT I1

there is another voice speaking it
was first heard upon the plains of
bethlehem its accents were soft its
tones were mild but terrible in their
mildness the being who spoke
this very day though eighteen centuries
ahead of that time helie saw a little
stone cut out the mountain without
hands it commenced to roll he re-
cognized its power and he prophesied
thus whomsoever shall fall on this
stone shall be broken but on whom-
soever it shall fall it will grind him to
powder

let statesmen 3judges and executive
officers tozethersether with the entire people
open their ears and listen that voice
is speaking again repeatrepeatinginz the
same words and history will yet re-
cord their exact fulfillment for the
voice that is speaking is the voice
god and no word of illshis ever
failed

Ccommunicated7 1

discussing THE SUBJECT

in all countries when there Is any
important question to be discussed and
settled all parties who are at all inte-
rested in I1itt idros and cons
and then maxemasu up their minds as re-
gards the matter

the above paragraph is clipped from
a leader in a late issue of an anti

mormon contemporary and as I1
will shoshow manifests in a marked de-
gree the inconsistency which perme-
ates every argument used against the

1 church in itself the sentiment
i expressed in thetile excerpt is sound but

like many other re from the
antiantl mormon 0standpointtandupoint it can

mostroost readily be turned against theparty that advances it
when iatit the history of the nationsnat lonisionisdealing withwilh the mormon peoplehas there ever been anau intelligent

natural discussion of the question la10
evolved havenave not the bulk otof theantiantl mormonscormonsMormons I1 avoided such discu-
ssionssio ns and made up their minds iromfrom
sheersheens e r prejudice that the mormonscormonsMormonsmodswere wrong and eingheing in the
mustroust yield to the opinion of the many
who differed from them have any 0the instigators of the religious persecn
eions the saints are now enduringendurin evereyer
considered that perhaps after all thethmormonmornion people ayerewere right and tjtitcruel and oppressive
against them was wrong too muchpieprejudiceJudice exists in the minds of maicymany
to admit otof any such thought but isthat rightri ht Is it statesmanlikestates manlike forcongress to pass special local laws oaon
the representations of a few local i

demagogues interested luhi nulnuilitin
thethu political rights otof the malormajormajorityitytty
here Is it christlChristianike for ministers
to use their influence for the flegm d-estructionst of a rivalrivel religion
because they are unable to cope with it
iainthethe legitimate field of political discus
slonsion Is it sensible for
pie to silently sit and suffer a
community to be broken up because
their religious convictions the thainaIHA
ity of which never hashag been and nemnew
can be disproved has any conside-
rable number of progressiveprogress lveive people
outside odtheof the mormon church eathought on the subject nowkoiv unde
considerconsi derailonaxion do those who oppose
jig mormonism in public know whywiy
they do so from logical reasoningreasonln
which could for an instantinfant controvert
the position taken by the saints in is
vor of our doctrines let the intell-
igent reader answer the foregoing ques
eions according to his own
and observation

I1 make bold to assert that it iiIthrough the great lack of
discussion on the subjects which aaaj
tate the country concernconcerningng the sahibsmell
that so much igignorancenoralice and
prevail in regard to the matter it i

thetile absence of fair andund impartial ft
v estimationestiestl n that makes it possible 1 ir
parties to misrepresent this people aia
their motivesmotivesatit a distance the prupres
ltitselfbe1

fe ththee mmost0st independentiudespendcut and popuwt
ffulfuiu 1 imeansn an of ddiscussioni sc us ionlon in tu
almost effectually closed its colura
against any argument or statement
their defense if the mormon snsa
bationtl0 n is totouchedhed eevenven by a ffriendn4
laplippaperer ththee aarticlearticiertulcticele hahass tto0 beybe urr0aleud tj
byy a protectivepro army of politic aserasetorationscrat ions a the personal beliefs amant
sentimsentimentsts of the writer lest his influx
ence should perish lain the flames ol01

prejudice as soon as the stand he hahu
taken in favor of suchauch an unpopular
people becomesbecome public

field meets with isitstspecial obstacles toato a proper discu-
ssion of the subject few persons are
willing to lend an intelligent car to the
ministrations ol01 the mormon mi-
ssionarysio nary and when after much lauhlabh
ful labor and heroic effort a family or
two become convinced the bloody
hand of persecution is thrust out to
grasp those who have thus opened upudaupaa
door to the more perfect comprehen-
sion of the principles and situation
the very journals that indulge in se-
ntimentalti suggestions on free discu-
ssion almost daily urge a cruel adland
cruscrushingkingbing

11 process against the saintssain
and the preaching of the word bythe
elders through ththe influence of i-ntemperate articles bby the antiantl geerimermer i

monMO I1 press of this citycitoc ty righteous metmen

have been shot down in ieme southern 1

states while discussing the principles
of tirethe gospel with the sacred scrip
tures open before them every avendt 1

for the fair presentation of their viewviesteto the public is beingbeing closed as fastlast fC
possible through thet e intolerant insiinsl
lations of the very menthomen who quote p

sentiment in favor of ftit
thought and free speech if a writer ti
sume to vindicate the cause of tl9
saints in the church papers he
spotted and houndedbounded from his post I1

fincers with warrants and perplex
eiselsprocessesrecessesrocesses are inauguratedrated to curtcurts t
his public career

and all this in a country which lillii I1sought for reputation as a land nofri
lillous liberty a landlaud whose patrictpatrici t
pride themselves on having cut tkt 8
gordian knot of tyranny and elezam t
the bright banner of freedom to allailalitt0
world can it be possible that theall b
ing people will fail to observe tilethe MS
consistencies here depicted tifaliathere not be a gloxiogloriousgloriodriourlou q leactiottofato the present political caw si
I1 feel confident in predicting that kaikyl
fore many more years pass avayawayasay maof the prejudice wrought up by
ingin politicians against this innocentpeople will be dispelled that inteligent investigation will become marmat ir
universal that greater freedom iti11

speech will prevail and many vsvy
have refused to look deeply into tit
dark deeds of demagoguerydemaEo guery by f
this people have been so longiong betraybetrayI18
will yet turn to be their friends 11

defenders before thetho world t IN

iamlorn more certain of these ththibthid u
when I1 witnessvitnessnesa the surer aa

of visitors I1inn our mi e
anen contemplating our p ro 11 01

in spite of adversity and the chacharrr Wv
they express at the miSrepresentatioatia t
made ofot our institutions abroad fadfarnilnii4 1

are not to be repudiated as easily 4
some may imagine intelligent totoll h
itts who are identified with matematererr
interests in their own localities I1
not as easily cajoled as the unreflectinger
massesmashes who never travel and abetthe L

men carry an influence Where er stifego which will in timtune0 be feltfeit aadiandi
benefits extend throughout the edtententinaentiiathia a
fabric of society

the byhayg always courted Vi A


