This condition of nffairs the Lord
anid would take place; He told us
this would be the case, years and
years ngo, and we have been look-
Ing for this, and we have lwen de-
clariug that the tine would come
when the Bpirit of the Lord would
withdraw itself frotn the nnations of
the earth, It will therefore hecome
the duty of the Eldersto go forth
and kenr solemn testimony concern-
ing the judgments of God about to
be poured out upon the wicked.

There were two duties imposed
upon us in early daye; one was to
seak lo gnther out vhe l’lonust, to do
all in cur power to gather out the
people who loved and received the
Gospel, and to be diligent in our
Iabhors doing all in our powerto find
them., We were sent out as fishers,
we were gent out as hunters,we wure
sent every where carrying this Gos-
pel, seeking out the farael of God
scattered among the Gentiles. This
was one duty. ‘fhen there was an-
other duty, to warn the people, to
warn £ll men in the most solemn
manner that the hour of God’s
judgment was near at hand, to de-
elare to the inhubitante of the earth
that the apjmoach of our Lord was
near, that the Lord Jesus Christ
was uhout to descend from heaven,
and that vengeance nnd anger
and judgment were about to be
poured out upon the nations of the
earth.

This was the messaye given unte
us, and every Elder who went forth
filled with the spirit of his mission
was filled with an inta:nse desire to
lenve no stone unturned to reach
the peoplu they were sent nmong,
and to warn every man, woman
and child concerning the messape
that Ged had given.

The Elders of thin Chuirch have
now travelled for sixty years in
this nanner; they have labored
with all the energy of their souls,
doing all in their power to per-
sunde men and to warn them con-
cerning these affuirs. The result js,
agreat roany people arve Jeft with-
out excuse.” The Ellers of this
Chureh can stand before the judg-
ment seat of the Lond Jesus Christ
with their gnrments unspotted with
the blond og tihg generation. They
have heen instant In season and cut
of season. They have labored with
exceeding great diligence, dolng all
in their power to inform muankind
of the events alwut to take place.
And they will stand as the judges
of this yenoration; they will stand
a8 8wlft witneeses agninst the peo-
t)lus who have rejected them,treatad
hem with inJifference and ridicule,
and persecuted nnd driven them out
ol their midst, lenving the jnhabit-
ants of the earth without excuse,
And potonly have the Elders done
thia, but the Church as a whole
atands today like a city sct on a hill.
We have been observed by all
pecple, and our Iabors are befere
the world. Notwithstamniing the
falseboods concerning us there has
gune forth a testimony from this
People that it is hard for the world
o disprove-—n  testimony against
vice; a testimony of great deeds;
a8 testimony of Gouly lives,
n <testimony of a  people liv-
ing lives of unexampled purity in
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the midst of a wicked and perverse
generntion; a testimony of a people
willing to endure all things for the
Gospel snke. These testimonies have
heen borne by this people in addi-
tion to the other testimouies con-
cerning which I have spoken. The
testimony of iImprisvnment; the tes-
timony of mobhings; the testimony
of the burping of houses and the
destruction of property; the testi-
mony of expulsien from the bounds
of civilization; the testim uy of the
laying the foundation of n great
commonwealth in the midat of »
desert; the testimony of patience and
fortitude and endurance. These tes-
timonies stand out hefore the world
ad living monuments ot the faith and
sincerity of this people, and th y
eannot e ignored or uxplained away;
neither ean they plead ignoranee
concerning the work of God or that
it was hidden from view,

Now, in what direction shall the
Elders go from this time forward?
[f the Gentiles reject this testimony
we must do ns our fellow-npustles
dif in ancient days—turn from the
Gentiles nnd go to the Jews, carry-
ing the Gospel of the Bon of God Lo
the house of Istnel nnd fulfilling the
predictions concerning them as con-
tained in this ULook-—the Book of
Mormen. I will rend another ex-
tract, which will he found in the
20th chapter of 111 Nephi:

‘“And after that ye were blessed,then
fulfilleth the Father the covenant
which He made with Abraham, say-
ing, In thv seed shall all the kindrods
of the earth be blessed, unto the pour-
ing out of the Holy Ghost through me
upon the Gentiles, whieb blessing up-
on the Q@entiles shall make theon
mighty above nll, untn the scattering
of my pvople, O house of Israsl.

And tliey whall be a scourge unte
the people of thin land. Nevertheless,
when they shall have received the ful-
ness of my Gospel, then if they shail
harden their bearts agninat ms, I will
retnrn their iniquities upon their own
heads, saith the Father.

And I will remember the covenant
which I have made with my people,
and I have covenanied with them that
I would gather them together In mine
own due time; that I would give ante
Lthem ngain the land of their fathers,
for their inheritance, whish is the tand
of Jerusalom, which 18 the promised
land unto them fnrever, saith the
Fathor.

And it shall ecome to pass that the
time enmeth, when the fulness of my
gnspel ahall be preached unto them.

And they shall betieve in ms, Lhat 1
am Juans Christ, the Son of God, and
shall pray- unto the Father in my
name,

Then shall their watechmen lift up
their voice, aud with the voice to-
getber shall thoy sing; for they =shall
®ee eye Lo eye.

Then will the Fatber gathar them
together again, and give nnte them
Jerusalem for the land of their inheri-
tance.

Then shall they break for h into joy
—aing together yo waste places of Jer-
usalem, for the Lord hath comforted
His People, be haib redsemed Jerusn-
lem."?

These are the words of the Savior
Himself, nnd there is much more in
the same connection, showing that
the time would come when the (Jos-
pet would be preached to the Jews

mistakable sign that God is pouring
out His Holy Bpirit in pewerupon
the descendents of his nnelent cov-
ennnt people. There is n movement
a$ the present time among the Jews
4f the preseut time causing them to
turn their attention to the land of
Jerusalem, and the way is being
made plain for the gathering of that
people to the land of their fathers;
and changes will take place from
time to time in the governmentat

Pulestine that will enable the Jews:

to (1611 all that has been predicted
concerning thelr return to the Land
of Promice. And at the pame time
the Bpirit {8 moving upun the de-
scendants of the house of Isrnel,
dwelling upon this laud; and His
sSplirit is belug poured out upon the
inhabitauts of the islands of the
scn, and it is fast preparing
theni for the reception of the Gospel.

Letters from Samoa, formerly
knewn as the Navigator Islands,
come to us filled with good cheer,
filllng our heurts with joy. The
Lilders there are calling for more
help. The President of the mission
wrote last week that he wantcd fifty
Elders, that the misgionary fien
was extending, He suprgests that
the LKlders now preaching among
the Gentiles who are il treated and
rejected, be sent to Bamoa, as there
is roomw for their Inbors ameny the
natives of those islands. This ia eti-
couraging news, and it filla us with
gladners to know that the work ef
(Jod issprealing among the eovenant
people of God in fulfilment of words
thut have beeu spolen concerning
thern thousauds of years ago. And
every wurd that God hns spoken by
His own volce. by the voice of His
Hon, by the voice of hely augels or
hy the voice.of inspired prophets
will be fulfilled, concerning the
great work of the last days We
miy thiuk awd feel that we are
surronnded by  difficultjve. that
we are enveloped by obwtacles,
and that our future prospects are

wost  discournging. = Bui, says
the Lord, “{'an u woman for-
ket  her sucking child, that

ahe should not have eompassion
on the son of her womh? yen, they
may forget, yet will 1 not forget
thee”? He does remember Zion,
aud the promises he har made to
Zion will he fullled, and there is
uo power on earth nor in hell that
can prevent their fulftihnent. God
han said, and it will be fulfilled,
that this work will go forth from
land to lund, and from island to
lzland, from one end of the earth to
the other, until all His purposes
are accomplished, His elect will be
gathered from the four quorters of
the earth; Zion will he huiltup and
become a yreat power imthe land;
and there is no power on the earth
or in hell that can prevent it. You
may set that down as true. for it
will - come to pass, Every werd
thus far has been fulfilled. ‘The
Lord is working by His Holy Spirit,
and by His ministering servants in
varfous plaves. Agencics thal are
unseen to ux, that nre unvisible to
the mnortal eye are working with us,
and His word s being fulfilled. W ho
can think of it without baving

and that time ia nigh at hand, It ia | their hearta filled with gladness?
tight at our doora and it is nn un- ' Who ¢an think of the promises God




