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he died I1 the great redeemer died

and israels daughters wept around

the priesthood of the eleventh ward
officiated in the administration of the
SacrsacramentaMeUL

ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON

addressedadd reseed the congregation herbaldher aard
it was a great privilege for those of

y themthein who were members of the church
of jesus christchristaottoto come together on
the sabbath day and renew their

with when ivewe apy
preachedproached the acceptance of that holy

the sacrament we should be
prepared for it our hearts should be

rely free from any feeling of hard
bess towards our fellow creacreatureturee
and especially those who belonged
to the household of faith we should
lay aside everything that was not
in unison with our present purpose
that we might worship god in spirit
andud in truth 21 and partake worthily of
the emblems of the atonement of our
lord

the atonement was the fundamen-
tal doctrine of all christianity
whether it be the system that we as
latter day saints believe in and had
accepted or any other religion which

to be christian inias character
there were many ideas adverse to thisthin
doctrine now being promulgated in the
community at large not only in public
tuttout in private and it therefore behaved
all those who professed the name of
christberiat to be well grounded in such

that mtat ajall times they might
be able to give a reason for the hope
that inspired them

there was one feature connected
with our faith which was protective in
its character namely that communi-
cation betwixt the true disciples of
christ and cod was open to each and
every one who had accepted of his
doctrine every person who obeyed
the doctrine of christ was entitled to a
witness torfor himself of its truth a wit-
ness that did not come from man and
was not the result of moremere external
evidence it was a veritable communi-
cation between the creator and the
creature this principle of individual
right based on obedience to law was
enunciated by christ himself when
he said to those who lived contem-
poraneously with him my doctrine
is not mine but his that sent me if
any man will do his willivill he shall
know of the doctrine whether it be of
god or whether I1 speak of my-
self this was a plain pointed
and unequivocal promise it simply
said that all who kept the command-
ments of god and boeth that which
was contained in his expressed will
should notbot be left in the dark they
shouldhould know that it was the doctrine olof

god and had emanated from a divine
sourceburce
not long sincelhe speaker hahal the

sure of meeting with a dis
cleasure lady conspicuous in public
affairs who was on a visit to this city
shebhe hadbad many inquiries to make rela-
tive to the doctrines of our church
and put to him personally a number
of quequestionsettone which he endeavored to
answer asan explicitly asai possible she
asked what was the basis of our re-
ligion and he informed her that it was
based upon the doctrine of immediate
and continuous revelation in
reply to the question whether
revelation waswais confined to thithe
headsbeads of the church or whether others

alsoaleo had revelations for themselves
individually hebe informed her that the
fountain of revelation was open to all

have you she said at any time
revelation I1 the answer

was att tee affirmative what was
the subject of the revelation 12 to thia
he answered that god had revealed to
him that this was hiselio w rk and that
he established it by hithis power and
commandments As he before re-
marked this was a protective principle
for the individual who possessed this
testimony ha I1 his feet upon the rookrock
of ages PY and therefore he ought to be
proof against all assaults to remove him
from his position I1

he observed that in some parts of the
connary numbers of clergymen were
entering into discussionsdiscueeions on religious
matters and some of them from the
public rostrum were giving their
reasons for their present religious posi-
tions in which they stand why they
are presbyteriansrians
whatever else their professions might
be it seemed to himbim however to be a
simple thing for a member of
the church to explain why
hebe WASwaa a latter day saint
taking this doctrine of revelation
as a basis by accepting christ asan our
redeemer we also accepted all that he
hadbad taught so far as it had reached
us he had taught us that we must
have confidence in him that we must
exercise faith in him continually
for the just shall live by faith but
thinthia did not imply merely that we
believed in his atonement in what
he had done this belief must extend
to the system which sehe established
the organization which he placed here
upon the earth his church for
there must be but one church of cbchristriot
and that must be christchristss church he
acknowledged but one and that was
the one which was according to doc-
trine he had given the speaker
dwelt particularly on the of re-
pentancepentance and the ordinance of baptism
for the remission of sinsnine and showed
how the church of jesus christ of lat
ter day saints was patterned after the
church of former daysday having apos-
tles and ProphetProphets sHighKigh priests seven-
ties elders etc he quoted the apostle
paul who emphatically stated he
said that the organization of the
chereb should be preserved in all its
completeness the church waxwas called
the body of chChrist but a church without
apostles did not typify the human
body because it was headless it could
not speak in ahe way required by our
heavenly father it could not speak
authoritatively with power and effi-
cacy not only waswaff the organization
of this church complete in all its parts
andnd all itsita Lffmooreloera similar to those that
wrewere planted in it originally but ak
the functions pertaining to eell
office were minutelyy understood dade-
tailed and defined and both the or-
ganization and its operations were the
most beautiful and orderly of anything
he knewlon the face of the earth

this harthad been exemplified times out
of number and how deeply this
thought must have been impressed
upon those who were present in that
tabernacle immediately previousto the
impressive and beautiful ces held
there on the ath otof april last connect
edwithed with the laylayingingotof the capstone of
the temple when each quorum of the
priesthood occupied its own position

V

and moved harmoniously accoraccordjg to
itsita order evidencing that the or9 z2

tion was the most eamcomplete in its char-
acter and effloefficacyacy for every religious
purpose

speaking of the laying of the
temple capstone this gave them
an additional idea as to eky
they were latter day saints I1
because in consequence of the opera
tion of this principle of revelation
which had been communicated to thetha
church the provisions which god
hadbad made for the salvation of hiahi
children were shown to be wide aas
eternity and all in due time received
opportunities for obtaining the lullfull
benefits of what chhist had done for
the race they held that through the
wickedness of men their perversion
and their opposition to the introduc-
tion by our heavenly father of that
which was for their own good there
hadbad been long lapses of time between
the dispensations that he had given for
the benefit of his children when he
gave them opportunities for embrac-
ing the falness of the gos-
pel in this life it had
been communicated to the church
that the gospel was not only0a ly preached
in this life to those who were iuin
mortality but alsoalpo to departed spiritsspirita
who hadbad passed behind the veil there

royal road to the celestial
kingdom it required compliance
with all that god had revealed both in
relation to ordinances and spiritual
obedience hence the erection ut
temples by the latter day saints in
order that these ordinances which per-
tained to the dead might be
performed for them vicariously by
the living this principle was un-
derstoodder stood by the ancients and appeared
to have been acted upon by them
as well as by usue when the
oracles of god were amongst
them the apostle paul introduced
this subject as a sustaining proposition
in support of the doctrine of the resur-
rection he said else what shall
they do that are baptized for the dead
if the dead rise not at all why then
are they baptized for the dead

in the temple erected by the latter
day saints at kirtland ohio it was
there Anunciaenunciatedted that elijah the pro
phot appeared to the prophet joseph
smith and oliver cowdery and be-
stowed upon them the keyskey for turning

the hearts of the children to the fath-
eraera and the hearts of the fathers to the
ohchildrenildren P this wwasan toin fulfulfillmentft jime nt otof
the last words of the old testament
wherein malachi the prophet said that
in the not days god should send elijah
the prophet to turn the hearts of the
children to the fathers and the hearts of
fathers to the children lostlest he smite
the earth with a cutes there
were many evidences proving
that those keys wereberc bestowed upon
joseph smith and oliver cowdery as
they claimed the best and most
powerful evidence that he knew of
was that the hearts of the latter day
saints were turned towards the fathers
that showed that there hadbad been an
Iniinfluenceluence and a power at work among
them that had broadened ft their
thoughts widened their sympathies
and caused them to make sacrifices in
so great a purpose as the application of
the principles of Palcalva tiou to the
human race not only to those living
but to those who had gone to the


