Ho died ) the Great Redoemer died,
And Israel®s daughters wept around.
The Priesthood of the Eleventh ward
officiated in the administration of the
Bacrament,
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addrepred the congregation., He sald
it was 8 great privilege for thoss of
them who were members of the Church
of Jesus Christ to come together on
the Babbath day and renew their
ocuvenants with God. When we /ap-
proached the acceptance of that holy
ordinance, the Bacrament, weshould he
prepared for it; our hearts should be
eutirely free frum any feeling of hard.
ness towards our fellow creatures,
and especially those who belonged
to the bousebold of faith; we should
lay aside everything that was mnot
in unison - with our present purpoge,
that we might worship God *‘in spirlt
‘and in truth,”” and partake worthily of
the emblemns of the atopement of our
Lord. ‘

The atonement wae the fundamen-
tal doctrine of all Christianity,
whether it be the syatem that we as
Liatter-day Baints bellieve in and had
agcepted or any other religion which
cinimed to be Christianinjitacharacter.
There were many ideas ad verse to this
doctrine now being promulgated in the
community at large, not only in publie

. but in private, apd ittherefore beheved
all those who professed the uame of
Christ to be well grounded in such
doctrine,so that ut all times they might
be able to glve a reason for the hope
tbat iospired them.

There was oue feature connected
with our falth which was prutective in
{13 character, namely, that communi-
cation’ betwixt the true disciples of
Christ and Ced wasupen to each and
every one who had accepted of His
doctrine. Lvery person who obeyed
the doctrine of Christ was entitled tv a
witness for himself of its truth—a wit-
ness that did not come from mah and
was not the result of mere external
evidence; it was a veritable communi-
cation between the Creator and the
creature. 'This principle of individual
right, based on obedience to law, was
enunciuted by Christ Himself when
He sald to those who lived contem-
porapeously with Him: ‘“My dootrine
is not mine, but His that seut me. If
wny man will do His wili, heshall
know of the doctrine, whether it be of

God or whether I speak of My-
seif,”” This wams a plain, pointed,
and unequlvocal promise, It simply

pnid that al) who kKept the command-
ments of God and dosth that which
was contained in His expressed will,
should not be left in the dark; they
should kxnow that it was the doctrine of
God and had emansated from 8 divine
source, .
Not long sincethe speaker hai the
plessute of meeting with n dis
tivgulshed 1ady, consploucus in publle
aflnirs, who was on a visit to this city.
8he had many inquirics to make rela-
tive to the dactrines of our Church,
and putto him, personally, n number
of questtons whlch he endeavored to
anewer asexpiicitly as possible, Bhe
asked what was the basis of our re-
ligion, and be informed ber that it was
based upon the doctrine of immediate

and continuous revelation. In
reply to the question whether
tovelntion was conflned to the

hends of the Chureh, or whether others
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alea had reveiations for themselves
individually, be informed her that the
fountain ot revelation was open to all.
‘*Have you,”” she said, “‘at any time
received a revelation?’? The unswer
was in the affirmative. **What was
the subjeet of the revelation?’® To thia
he augwered that God had revealed to
him that this was His w. rk, and that
He established it by Hia power and
commandments. As he before re-
marked, this was a protective principle,
for the individual who possessedl this
testimony heii his feet upon *‘the rock
of ages,”’ and therefore he ought to be
proof against all assaults to remove him
from his position.

He observed that in some parts of the
conntry numbers of clergywmen were
enteriuy inlo discuseions on religious
mattere, and some of them, from the
public rostrum, were ‘giving thelr
reapons for their present religious poel-
tivns in which they stand—why they
are Presbyterians, Baptists,Catholics,or
whatever else their prefessions might
be. It seemed to bim, bowever, to be &
simple thing for a member of
the Church to explain why
he  was a latter-day Baint,
teking this doctrine of revelation
as 8 baals., By accepting Chris! as our
Redesmer we Blso accepted all that He
had taught, 80 far as it had reached
us, He had taught us that we must
have confidence in Hlm, that we must
exercise faith In Him centinuaily;
for *‘the just shall live by taith.” but

ithis did not Imply merely that we

believed in his atonement—in what
He had done; this bellef must extend
to the system which He ustablished,
the organization which be piaced bere
upon the earth—His Church. For
there must be but one Church of Christ
and that must be Christ’s Church. He
scknowledged but one, and that was
the one which was acpording to ‘oc-
trine He had giver, The speaker
dwelt particularly on the suiject of re-
pentance and the ordinnnee of baptism
for the remission of sins, and showed
how the Chureh of Jesus Christ of Liat-
ter-dny Saints was patterned after the
Church of former days, having Apos-
tles and Prophets, High Priests,Beven-
ties, Eiders, stc. He quoted the A postle
Paui, who emphatically stated, he
said, that the organizatiou of the
Church, should be preserved in all its
completencss, The Church was called
the body of Christ;but s church without
Apostles did not typify the human
body, because it was headless; it could
not epeak in $the way required by our
Heaveuly Father; it conuid not speak
autboritatively with power and effi-
cacy. Notonly was the organization
of this Church complete in all its parts
and all Its cfficers simiiar to those that
were planted in it originally, but all
the functiona pertaining to each
office were minutely understood, de-
talled and defined, and both the or-
ganization and its operations were the
mpost beautiful and orderly of anything
he knew onthe face of the earth.

This bad been exemplifled times out
of pumber, and how deeply this
tbought muet have been impresssd
upon those who were present In that
Tabernacle immediately previousto the
impressive and beautiful serv.ces held
there on the 6th of A pril last, connect-

ed with the laying ol the capstune of [the principles of saivation
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and moved harmonlously according to
its order, evldencing that the organiza-
tion was the most complete in its char-
ncter and efficacy for every religious
purpose. }

Speaklng of the laying of the
Temple capstone, this gave them
an additional ides &Be to wbhy
they were  Latter-day Baiunts ;
because In consequence of the operu.
tion of this principle of revelation
which had been communicated to the
Chureh, the provisions which God
had made for the salvativn of His
children were shown to be wide as
eternity, and all In due time recelved
opportunities for obtaining the full
benefits of what Chbrist had done for
the race. They held that through the
wickedness of men, their perversion
and their opposition to the introduc-
tion by our Heavenly Falber, of that
which was for their own good, there
had been long lapses of time between
the dispensations that He had given for
the benefit ot His children, when He
guve them opportunities for embrac-
ing the fulness of the Gos-
pel in this life. It bkad
been communicated to the Chureh,
that the (Gospsl wns not ooly preached
in this life, to those who were Im
moriallty, but aiso to departed spirila
who bad passed rehind the veil, There
was no royal road to the Celestinl
Kingdom. It required compliance
with all that God had revealed,both in
relation to ordinances and aplritual
obedlence. Henes the erection ot
temples by the Latter-day Bainte, in -
order that theee ordinanves which per-

tained to the dead might be
performed tor them vicariously by
the livlpg. This principle was un-

derstood by the ancients and nppenred

to have been acted upou by them
as well e by us, when the
oracles of f{3od were amongst

them. The Apostle Paul Introduced
this subject as & sustaining proposition
in support of the doctrine of the rezur-
rection. He said: “Else what shail
they do that are baptized for lbe dend.
if the dead rise not atail, why then
are they baptized for the dead???

Iu the Temple erected by the Liatter-
day Sainte at Kirtland, Oblo, it wns
there rnunciated that Elijab the Pro-
phot appeared to the Prophet Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery, and be-
stowed upon them the keys for turning
‘the hearts of the children to the fath-
ers and the henrts of the fatbersto the
children.?” This was in fulfiflment ot
the last words of the (id Teatament,
wherein Malachi the Prophet pald that
in the lastdnys God should send Elijah
the Prophet to turn the hearts of the
children tothe futhers nnd the hearts of
fathers to the children, lest He amite
the earth with a cuiss. ‘Fhere
wore muny evidences proving
that those keys werc bestowed upon
Joseph Bmith and Oliver Cowdery, as
they claimed. The best and maost
powerfu! evidence that he knew of
was that the hesrts of the liatter-day
Balnts were turned towards the fathers-
That showed that there bad been an
influence and a power at work amony
them that hnad broadened * their
thoughts, wldeced their sympathies,
and caused them to make sacrifices in
s0 great a purpose us the applicstion of
to the

the Temple, when each quorum'of the |human race, not only to those living
Priesthood occupied its own position [ but to those who bad gouwe to the



