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DIACOURSY BY ELDER GILBERT CLEMENTS, BOW-
ERY AT PROVO, SATURDAY, P.M., JULY 14, 1855,

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

. Lf{eel extremely diffident in standing before this

aongregation, because [ am an entire strauger to
the saints here and to those in the regions adja-
cent, henee I am unacquainted with the circum-
stances which surround yon, vuscquainted with
your past difficulties and history as a settlement,
and therefore not so capable, probably, of freating
upon those subjects that would be heneficial.

I sincerely ask the faith and prayers of fhis
congregation; 1 do not make this request as u
imutter of courtesy, but that I may be uble to

ak unto edification, and that God may speak |
:ﬁnugh me and impart something that will do |

on good. [ also ask the indulgence of the
Eﬂthrﬂn and sisters that I may be ut liberty to |
select a text, as a foundation, for the few remarks
which T may make on the present occasion. The
passage of scripture that strikes my mind is con-
tained in the 3 last verses of the 3d chapter of
Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians: “There-
fore let no man glory in men. For all things are
yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or
the world, er life, or death, or things present, or
things to come; ull are yours; and ye are Christ's;
und Christ is God’s.”

It appears from the two chapters which pre-
cede the one from which I have taken this serig-
ture that there were various opinions among the
Corinthfans respecting the tulents and qualifica-
tions of the ministers who were laboring in their
midst, and also respecting those who had been
ministers and presidents amongst them. It like-
wise appears Ihat those contentions and seisms
had grown fo such an extent that there was divi-
gion among that branch of the church of Christ,
and they actnally contended about those men
whom God had appointed to labor amongst them,
hence some were for Paul, some for Cephas,
others for Apollos, und a few for Christ.

The upostle takes up the subject and endeav-
ors to show them the folly of such a course, and
that they had grieved tha syririt of God, that their
influence had been weakened and that instead of
forwarding the work of God, their strife had been
the meavs of keeping it buck. He also shows
that they had foolishly paid defference to persons
insterd of the priesthood which God had given |
them, and in strong terms informs and assures
them that whether that priesthood was held by a
Paul, an Appollos, or a Cephss, that God alone
could give the incresse, and that all those men
put together were totally incapable of accomplish-
ingduu}flhiug unless blessed with the Spirit of
God,

When we take a broad and enlightened view of
sociely, either as it is or should be formed, we
se¢ that God has endowed the human family
with & variety of talent and capacity, and as we
cannot find two that are alike in their features, so
it is with the meuntal endowments of raen; there
i3 as great a variely in the mental as in the phy-
sical organization, and by reflection we can dis-
eern the wisdom of God in this arrangement.

If we were all possessed of the same talents
there would be too much a sumeness in the creas
tions of God, there would be less to beautify, to
diversify, awl to cuuse landable emulation; in
short, there would be far less room for men to
spread and increase, as they do now, in their en-
deavors to obtain happiness and perfection.
Suppose, for example, that all men were of a
purely oalculating tarn of mind, and constantly
studied the abstruse science of mathematies, to
the neglect of the simple and every day duties of
life, is it not obvious that our present state of
society could not exist? Then it appears that
the hewer of wood and the druwer of water are
s necessary as the man who can tell the con- |
dition of the sun, or the precise size, weight and |
measurement of euch planet as it rolls in its or-
bit.  All men are designed to be useful in the
several spheres in which they exist, and we could
not well do without any of them.

If there were not a divercity in men, sociely
would soffer a great loss, and I believe that we
will never have a perfect state thereof until every
man fills that position for wlhiich he is test quali-
fied, mentally and physically. No matter what a
man’s calling wny be, every man ought to be
respected and esteemed in the sphere in which he
is pluced and lawfully eperating. The hewer of |
wood and the drawer of waier ovght to be.
esteemed nseful to society, as well as the skillful |
architect, or the learned philogopher.

Fo show you that seciety could not so well
exisl without the variety of rcharascters I huve
alluded to, 1 will mention a eircumstance which

will illastrate what I have now suid before you. |
There was a eertain celebrated musician called to |
play an oratorio in Germany, and of course he
ealled to his aid a good sturdy bellows blower.
The vast audience were riveted to their
seats while the splendid picce of music was per-
furmed, and when the first part was gone through
the poor bellows blower, in the pride of his zeal,
said to the orgauist, “did we not do that well?”
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music could not have been produced unless we
had been in the matter, the big I and little u do
uet promote general harmouy. See¢ing then that
God has endowed the human fawily with «
diversity of mind and intellect, He displays His
wisdom by calling into the service of the ministry
men of widely different capacities und taleunts, to
suit all clusses of munkind, Inevery quorum of
the chureh this diversity exists; we find some
that we may eompure to the profound Paul, some
to the eloguent Apollos, and others to the rough
and ready Cephas; and every one is necessary
in Lis pluce, becau<e every mun will have a work
suited te his capacity and to the class Lie is quali-
fied to teach.

It is certain that we cannet enter info all the
whys aud wherefors of such un arrasugemeunt,
bat it is unquestionubly requisite or it would not
he. We fiud a diversity of men and talents in
this church, and they are all suitable and neces-
sary in the placesin which they ure appointed to
uct; and no mntter how rough the exterior may
appear when those men are clothed upon and en-
dowed with the power and nuthority of God they
are mighty men indeed, and shiue in the sphere
in which th:y move, no matter whether as pion-

their daily avocation.
I have often reflected on the wisdom of God
in brincing those men into the church at first

fully by the ship of life in the midst of every
storm. Suppose that God had ecalled into his
chureh, in its first orgunization, those who were
refined by education and by birth and riches,
persons who were unacquuinted with, and, in
in faey, unfit for the every day practicul duties
of life, what would they I ave done during its
tribulations? They would have been ELEGANTLY
rseLEss, totally uvnfit to pass through the scenes
which Joseph Smith, the Prophet, and the leaders
of this church have had to endure. Look at the
persecutions of this Kingdom. the mobbings and
drivings of this people from State to State, the

ioneerings and losses sustained by f[requent
Euruinga of the property of the eaints. Their
progress has been marked with the blood of
martyrdom! In the midst of such trisls what
would the college bred and worldly learned have
done? God culled the troe, the loyul, those who
were inured to the hardships of life, because he
knew that they were the ones that could move
forward his church and kiugdom with all their
energies, minds and strength.

Several writers have made compluints to the
world about the progress which Mormonism is
making; they are afruid because of the great
number of honest, firm converts which ¢Mor-
mounism’ has made. It does not as yet gather
the lofty and great ones, nor many of the rich,
but. the clever artizan, the ingenious mechanie,
the hardy lauborer, the producers of wealth, the
bone and sinew of every country. And I con-
ceive that this class of men ure brought into the
church of God for a wise purpose, uud he does
and will make them useful. No doubt the npa-
tions will ere long, if they do not already, feel
that they bave sustained a loss, they will be
brought to their senses, ror their strength is wast-
ing away in this respect as well ag in others,

When [ look at these settlements, the oldest
only 8 yeurs old, it seems a wonder and a marvel
that this people, with the limited means which
they possees and have had since they cume here
could have accomplished so much in so short a
space of time. I look at it as one of the greatest
miracles of the present age, and no oune could
deny it who would come disposed to view the
malter with an unbizsed mind.

But more immediately to my text, I believe
that the “all things’ means neither more nor less
than all the treasures which God has in reserve
for his people. This people now have a great
many things within their resch, and they will
eventually have all things that are good for them.
whether temporal or spiritual. The apostle says
the world is ours, und if the world, of course all
things in the world, and we know that “the king-
dom and the greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heavens will be given to the saints of the
Most High God;" that God will turn and oever:
turn the nations and canse them to break iu
pieces, that he will cause them to become weak
while his kingdom is becoming stronger.

With these views then, and knowing as we do
that the kingdom of our God must and will
trinmph, I wish to produce the feeling that we
are memnbers of that Kingdom, and that we ure
brethren and sisters in the truest sense of the
word, bound together by the strongest feelings
and ties, and when we can feel this oueness of
faith and feeling we realize that we are brethren
indeed. I do not mean that kind of oneness pro-
pounded by the chartists of England or the
equality enunciated by the 1ed republicans of
France, but it is that kind of equality which, ir-
respective of rank or position, esteems every man
for his virtue, integrity, and uprightness of heart,
makes vs feel that we all have an juterest in the
canse, and prompts men to feel for each other, to

T'he

it??  «“We shall see,” replied the raiser of wind.
The service of the chureh being over, the organ
was agaio called inte requisition. The orga
places his fingers on the keys, but, lo and behold,

performer showed his indignation by saying
to the bellows blower, “*what had you to do withy

strive to do each other good and to do good to
ull mankind. No matter what humble situation
in life & maan fills he is not to be despised, for we
believe in esteeming every man according te the

uist [ integrity of his heart; if the epirit and power of

the gospel dwell in his heart and manifest them-

there wus no wind! e turned hastily sround and |
beheld his companion listlesely sitting “like pa- |
tience ou a monument smiling st grief,’" and |
augeily exclaimed, “why are yoa uet blowing?"|
“I'm uwot going to to blow unless it is we,"” he|
deggdly replied. The professor saw he was on |
the horus of a difficulty, and blandly said, «“Well;
1+t it be we.”” 'The instrument was immediately |
filled with the necessary elemeut, and poured
ferth its rich and mellow strains to the expectant
eongregation.

- We can understand very clearly that the choice

selves in his life and conversation we believe in
treating hiin as our brether and friend. This is
the equality that I love and admire, and this is

the brotherheod which I glory in, because it is of
God.

The christian world take a more spiritual visw
of equality, they dou’t admire honest, virtuous
equality. For instunce you will see a “at living,*
jolly looking bishop pass the poor man in the
street, of a week day, and treat him more like a
dog than a brother, but when Sunday comes he
will stand up and say, “Dearly beloved brethren,

‘copld pray, she replied, “no, she could not.”
eers or ministers of the gospel, or at home at| *What," said he, “*do you not kunow how to say
| the Lord’s prayer.”
. The Bishop told her to kueel down and repeat
ufter him.
who have so valiantly stood torth in defence of | the Bishop commenced, “*Our Father who art in
the cause of truth; who possessed the bone aud | heaven,” ““stop,” said she, “is he my father?”
sinew, the strong ard brave hearts 1o stand fuith- | **Yes, most certainly.” replied “his grace.” “And

| them as iiends in the celestis]l world.

 strive to keep the commandments of our God we

| Simply by comparing scripture with seriptuare,

the scriptures moveth us in divers plices to con:
fess our sins one to'unother, &e. &e."

Itis well known that mv country is famed for
the wit and ingenuity of its inhabitun's; thut they
are clever at getting out of a difficulty. "There
was once an Irishwoman in great difficulty and
distress, and soe called upon a Bishop of the
Protestami chureh to implore him to- give her
bread. . She told him her story, assured him that
herself and family were in a state of complete
destitution, and that she would be thankful for
any relief that he zould wfford her. Her pious
teucher, alter an exhortation, turned her away
and would neither give her money nor bread,
She had proceeded but a little way from the rich
man’s house, when the thought struck
she would return and ask the Bishop to teach
her her prayers; accordingly she returned and
rapped. The Bishop did not appear, and, she
usked the butler to inform ““Hi: Grace’ that she
wished to be tuught her prayers. The butler fold
*“his grace” that the poor woman wished his lord-
ship to teach her ber prayers; “his grace” then
ordered the woman to be brought iuto his study,
und he questioned her to kuow whether she

“No," suid ghe,“] do not.”

The poor woman wus obedient, and

is e your Father?” “Yes, praise His holy
name,” he replied. “Then you and I are bro-
ther and sister.” “His grace” seemed con-
founded aund stammered out an  sffinnative,
“Well then,” suid she, “Brother, will you lend
your poor sister a shilling." '

1 dislike the equality that is in the world for it
is like their religion, their is no substance in it,
but the real equulity in this kingdom I love, for
it actually respects and benefils all men and wo-
men so long as they do right. God is no respect-
er of persous, ana all men und woman who strive
to do right ure the favorites of hewven, angels
smile upon them and will soon rejoice to hail

T'here is one thing thut we need not be afraid
of, we need not be afraid of the autherities of
this chareh, ¢ither while here or when we are
thousunds of miles away from them, il we are
walking in the path of duty. I was forcibly
struock with a remark whick 1 saw in'the “Jour-
nal of Discourses;”* Presdent B. Young there
says, in one of his sermons, ‘I wus never alraid of
br. Joseph in my life, because [ lived up to the
line of my duty.” = So it will be with us, il we

neec not fear anything.

The Apostle Paul, in the chapter we have read
from, severely chastises the Corinthiaus who had
not hearkened to the teachiugs of the Spirit of
Godthat would buve made them one, but by
losing the Spirit, he tells them that their in-
fluence was  weakened and they had  be-
come divided into parties, and that division
would ruin them except they repented. In-
deed he says, ‘I thank God that 1 baptized none
of you ;" he felt that he could have no bonor in
baptizing such a people, tor they were divided
among themselves, and were full of strife regard-
ing those who had been instrumental in bringing
them to a knowledge of the truth.

When we value und esteem the priesthood as
we ought we shull be united, there will be no
disputes amongst us, We will then honor men
who hold it, not on account of them being such
and such men, nor because they bear such znd
such names, bul because of the priesthood and
authority which they hold from the Almighty,
and because they have been called to occupy im-
portant positions in his Church and Kingdom.

Then, whether a mau be a president of a stake,
a bishop oran elder sent forth to preach the first
prineiples of the Gospel, we will feel to uphold

him in the situation to which he is appointed. 1|

this be our course we can, as a united people,
claim the privilege of enjoying all things that
God has in store tor us. |
An earthly father will not give a child such
things as are ouly fit for persons of mature years,
for they would do the child harm, therefore the
prudent futher withholds them until it has ac-
quired wisdomn ana judgment to make a good use
of them, then he not only gives but feels a pleas-
ure ia giving that which will do his child good —

Itis o with our heavenly Father; of his blessings,

his knowledge, his wisdom and grace he will im-
part and we will receive as fast us we are worthy
and can contain. |
‘But,’ says one, ‘does not a sentiment eontained
in the text seem to clash with some remarks ex-
pressed by Prest. B. Young when he says that
nothing is ours? At first sight there seems to
be, and how will you reconcile the statements?’

when we know to whom this promise is made
of enjoying ‘all things,’ the difficulty will be im-
mediately removed,

The Apostle Paul, in writing sgain  to the
saints,gives them a key by which they eould come
in possession of all things, and writes, ‘Brethren,
Iexhort y u to present yourselves a living sa-
crifice to God, both bedy, soul, and spirit,” he
wished them to dedicate themselves unto Him
from whom they had received their all, not only
their bodies but all things which they possessed.
If they possesed the true spirit they would feel
that they wholly belonged to God, und I will
here remark that I kuew of no other priuciple,
that has been revealed in these lust days, that has |
such a fendency to unite this church in one zs

| |

God, and that from him all’ eur substabce comes
and he has a rizht to claim it at any ime.

As a people we never can become one until
we feel that our interests are one, 1hat we are
identified! with our Crestor—heirs with God and
joint heirs witk Jesus Christ. A fanily can nev-
er prosper if itbe divided in ils interests, a king-
dom divided against itself canuot stand: The
principle of disunion brings death while that of

unity brings life, hence we know the geeat resson

why every thing prespers which comes from God
The hosts of heaven are upited, ull their inter.
ests ure one, and when the kingdom of God up-

her that i
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tion here, for I realize that the gospel net gathers
good, bad and indifferent.

was not the place that sanctified the
the people that would sanctify the place,

that principle.

Aud when that key, the law of consecration,was ' marks.

given, the suints of these days learned to whom |
‘their property belonged, and they may now as-
certain the means by which they ean enjoy ‘all
things.” When men comprehend this principle
they see that their lives, their goods, their chat-

tels and, iu short, every thing rightful belongs to.

prayer of
sake: Amen.

on the earth becomes so.uvited us to have all it
interesis centered in one head then all will pros-
per and go right, 1 1K |

No mun can feel fully iuterested in any trade
or business concern, uuless his prosperity 1s in-
terwoven with it. % _

We find that in the world when men have fall
interest and their whole is staked and dependent
upon the prosperity of an establishment: it will
atl;gm-ed, if their sKkill and ‘means can effuct the
objret. A

Men of the world venture their all in business,
and so it should be with the kingdom of God.—
This will be more fully so when ths peéple
knowledge this prineiple in »ll things; for when
every member of this kingdom, even to the low-
est and least thut can e ealled a saint, feels that
ull his juterests ure eentered in the kingdom of
God he will feel an interest in its extension and
bu'lding up. AL |

I recollect an incident that oceurred in the old
country, and it will tend to illustrife what 1 have
belore said, that God brings all kinds iuto the
church, Ina branch of the church there was a
young member who wis a sweep by profession,
and some of the gaints met this litthe fellow Euing
to the meeting, when a large collection was 1o be

| raised, with his bug'ef sut on his back, and they

guestioned him about geing to the meeting in
such a manner, and asked him wlhy he' went so,
il he could not ledve his sut+t home or weit for
another opportunity to attend meeting, and  he
suid, ‘O, but I must go for I have a SHARE N THE

I felt foreibly struek with the importance of
the remark, and I think that we should all fael,
like the little sweep, thut we, huve a ‘‘share in
the concern.’’ . l el i W 3

There ie nothing that has been of such impor-
tence to me us this kingdom, und wherever |
have felt especizlly to devote mysell eutirely to
God then have I felt thut the prosPerity of " this
church was my prosperity, with it ] was anxious
to rise, or with it I was willing to full.

These are iny feelings, and if th's church was
blotted out of existence I feel thut there would
be no hope for me at all. 1 feel like the apostls
of old when Jesus brought out some of h's stron
doctrine, and bis disciples felt the spirit of alarm
nnd apostucy, Jesus turned round and said to
them, “Will ye forsake me also?”" Peter said,
“Lord, to whom shall we go, for thou alene hust
the words of eternal life?” 'So'we can ‘say with
regardto this church, if we forsuke it and its
valiant leaders, to whom shall we go? (The wind
blew clouds of dust into the Bowery.) .

I think il we have not the spice in our meeting
we have plenty of dust. ik

Brethren and sisters, when we have obeyed
this principle—this law of consecration, and Jaid
our all upon the altar, with a covenant sure and
steadfast, which canno’ be broken, I am well
assured that we will all feel thut we have an inter-
est in the eoucern that we never felt before, and
that we could not possibly have felt it by any
other means. 1 long for the day to come when
we shall all have complied with it, and I have
learned witli a great degree of pleasure that u few
have complied with it in Provo, and I hope that
the leaven will continne to work until the whole
is leavened. |

I have only been in this Territory a short time,
having arrived in the last company last fall, and
haviog been all the time pretty much confined at
my business, I have had but little time to visit
anywhere, except the meetings in G. 8. L. City;
but I must now say that I huve beén agreeably
disappointed wi'h my journey to Prove. It had
not entered into my mind that I would see such
a city as I see here; I felt truly ustonished at the
sight when I visited tne machine shop and the
other public shops, and T was pleased to see <o
much work going on in this city. 1 can not only
say this of my experiencein Provo but also of the
Territory at large. I have been very agreeably
disappointed with things in general, for previous
tomy coming here, I had no idea of this people
being so comfortably situated. 1 had an ide
that there would be the greatest difficulties to en
counter and the greatest obstacles to surmount
but in wll this I bave been happily disappointed
I have not been disappointed in the people, though
I know that this is a fruoitful nuurﬂapeg}J apostacy
aud backsliding with many. They expect per-
fection, and on their arrival here they expect, of
Eaum, to find & much better people than they
0.

Their idea of coming to Zion was that here
they woald find all perfection, but I never looked
for this us yet. I did not expeet to find pe

My idea was, th Lit

people

where the pure in heart dwell, there is Zion,
there God dwells.

Man, when blest by the Divine Being, is a fon§ -
tain of happiness te himself and all arouad hffim
partuke of the same influence.

The wind and dust come with such foree

it will be impossible for me to continue my

May God bless you, brethren and sisters, is
your humble servant, for Ch

Benediction by President Joseph Young.

I57 A single line of “emptjr space.”’
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