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king- | their several priesthoods th for the | minister; and among them the will of God | and one in temporal things, to be united
D l s c o U R 3 E SN, Jetore there oonld bo & 3 priesthood on iﬁﬂs and on th:rg'ther gide | could be done upon earth as itis done in | together in all principles, a8 the saints of
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REPORTED BY DAVID W, EVANS.

I7 is extremely difficult to speak to
& congregation so large as this, and
I therefore request that as geod or-
der as pussible may be maintained,
because it is almost impossible for
the human voice L0 encompass 80
large a congregation as the one as-
sembled here to-day.

We all of us have an object in as-
sembling together as we have done
on this conference occasion. I
speak now to Latter-day Saints, as
it is to them I purpose to address
my remarks this afternoon, We
do not always understand the in-
fluences by which we are operated
upon; but nevertheless there are
certain princi
generation which meove upon the
minds of the human family, and
which lead them to reflect and
study more or less, according to the
circumstances surrounding them
and the positions they occupy. We,
the Latter-da
different relationship to the Al-
mighty from any other people that
exist on the face of the earth, The
painciples that we have received
emanated not from man, nor from
the wisdom, intelligence or philoso-
phy of man; we believe that they
proceeded from God. That is our
universal bellef; it is the faith of
every good Latter-day Baint. None
of us, previous to the Lord mani-
festing his will, knew anything
about the laws of God. We did
not know anything about God; we
were not gequainted with anybedy
who cuul& ive us information iu
relation te him, and we are indebt-
ed to revelation from him for all
the intelligence that we have that
is true in regard to ourselves, the
world in which we live, the people
who have lived before us and those
who will live after us; also in re-
gard to God the Father, and Jesus,
the Mediator of the New Covenant.
We had certain wvague, indistinet
ideas about these things befere, but
we had nothiug real, tangible or
reliable. Nor is it out of any con-
sideration, particularly, to ourselves
personally that these things are
made manifest. God has certaln

u to accomplish pertaining
fo the world in which we live, in
which the interests and happiness
of the human family are concerned,
to those who live in the world to-
day,to those who have lived in othe:
nfca and dispensations, back to the
time of Adam, and also forward, to
the latest generation of time, to the
last man who shall be born upen
jt. The ancient patriarchs and
P hets, men of Ged whe basked
n the light of revelation and com-
prehended the mind of Jehovah,
and who held the everlasting priest-
hoed and enjoyed the gos as we
enjoy it; all these, together with

God our heavenly Father and all |strumental in his hands In gathering that

the angelic hosts, are interested in
the work that the Father bhas com-
menced in these last days; and
hence a revelation was made unto
Joseph Smith. Holy ange!s of God
ap to him and communicated
to him the mind and will of Jeho-
vah, as a chosen messenger to in-
troduce the dispensation of the ful-
ness of times, wherein all heaven
and all that have everdwelt on the
earth are concerned and interested.

He did net reveal himself, particu-

larly, beeause of Joseph Smith, in-

dividually, mnor because of any

other individual man, nor for the
peculiar interest, emolument or
-aggrandisement of any set of men;
but for the pu of introducing
certain principles that it was nec-

essary that the world of mankind
should be made aequainted with;
in fact, it was for the purj of in-
t.ruduning what we call the church
and kingdom ef God on the earth,
in which all who haveever lived or
who ever will live upon this globe
are interested.

The gospel that we talk of, gl-
though it may be a personal thing,
yet at the same time is as high as
the heavens, wide as the universe
and deep as hell. It .permeates
threugh all time,and extends to al]
mple, both living and dead. We

sOmetimes about the church of
God, and why? We talk about the
kingdom of God, and why? Ba.

dom of God there must be a church
of God, and hence the first prinei-
ples of the gospel were needed to
be preached to all nations, as they
were formerly when the Lord Jesus
Christ ard others made their ap-
pearance on the earth. And why
«0? Because of the impoessibility of

introducing the law of God among
revelator, by Peter, by Moroni, one of the
a people who would not be subject pmphah'ufyﬂod e Canfiont NG

of the vail are parts of the same eternal
gsyrtem; and hence with a people like this
in posteseion of the priesthood and enjoy-
ing the revelations of heaven, God could
communicate and, throngh them, could
reveal his will to the human family, but
not to a people who would not listen to
hie laws and obey his p is.
This priesthood was hel

les at work in this gﬂgpej;

Saints, stand in a|jpg, uniting spirit that true sympa-

to and be guided by the spirit of | phi another of the servants of God on
revelation, Hence the world have | this continent, had the gospel with its
generally made great mistakes up- | keys and powers revealed unto him, We
on these points. They have started | know that these things were so, and we
various projects to try to unite and | 40 ﬂﬂﬁl’mfﬁ,ﬂ tc'; hﬂttﬁfﬂl. for d"ﬁuﬂ“
cement the people together without :‘““'r;;l i A e ;lﬁp?; e
GUdi b‘_"t' they could not do it. mount, and Jesus was transfigured before
Fourierism, Communism—another

branch of the same thing—and | They were prophets of the living God who
many other prineciples of the same | held the gospel and the priesthood in
kind have been introduced to t1y former days, and they were sent to admin
and cement the human family to- |1ster to Jesus and to Peter, James and

: John on the mount.
gether. And then we have had We also learn that when John was upon

PO societies, based upon thesame | {ye Iglg of Patmos the visions of heaven
g"“ﬂipl‘?ﬂ; but all these things|were unfolded to his view, and a
ave failed, and they will fai), be- | mighty angel stood before him and showed

cause, however philanthropic, hu- | to him many great and important things
manitarian, benevolent, or cosmo- gﬂﬂ-ﬂniﬂﬁ ’wlﬂlﬂ future; lﬁdh JDHDH lif'-_‘!‘
politan our ideas, it is impossible to | 4vWn to worship him. B'if'%“‘h B gt
produce a true and correct union 4y
without the Spirit of the living God,
and that Spirit ecan only be impart- | Jesns and the word of God. Do not ‘wor-
ed through the ordinances of the |ship me, I am one of those who held the
and hence Jesus told his | priesthood in time and now I am adminig-
pel to every creature, baptizing|® THorenEcr ‘“-1" {'h“l LFJP t'“thfﬁ;t Fidooh
them in the name of the Father, | gy way administered unto, and by the
Son and Holy Ghost, and said he— "

“Lo, L am with you always, even to
the end.” It was by this cement-

do not worship me.,”

same kind of authority; and they came to
introduce and usher in the dispensalion of
the fulness of times, that all thin s that

thetic, fraternal relations could be | #re In Christ might be gathered togetber

| those who dwell on the earth, to every na-

in one, whether they be things in the earth
or things in the heavens., This was done
that God’s people might be gathered iu

introduced and enjoyed.

When John wae on the Itle of Patmos
he had a remarkable visien pertalning to
many things,and said he—*‘[ saw a mighty
angel flying in the midst of heaven, hav-
irg the everlasting gespel to preach to |

one, that God's priesthood might be gath-
might be united by indissolubie tles with

|

tate this object he o

the priesthood that exists in heaven, that
they all might operate together for the ac-
complishment of the purpeses of God on
the earth, Hence it is said that *‘we wilh-
out them can not be made perfect, and
that they without us can not be made per-
fect;” a perfect union betwern beaven and
earth - as needed. Under such circum-
stances what did we do? What could we
do? What inlelligence were we in posses
sion of in and of ourselves? Who among
us knew the first principles of the doc-
trine of Christ? Not s mav living under-
stood them correctly, and we are indebted
to God for our inteiligence in relation to
{ these thlnFo. Who koew anything ahont
the organization of the Church of God!
Nobody. Wae there any such thing in
existence on the face of the earth? You
might bave searched for it, but it would
bave been in wain, it could not have been
found." There were the systems, Crecds
and notions of men, tut nobody to say
““Thus saith the Lord.” No prophecy, no
inspiration, no manifestations of the pow-
er of God. Who knew anything about
the pecessity of presidents or apostles!?
Noboby. Who knew what an apostle
was? Nohody. Who knew what a high
priest or a seventy wag? Nobody.
| knew what an elder was in the true accep
tation of the term? Nobody; neither was
there anybody wbo knew anything atont
the office of a bishop,
deacon, or about the fuanctions of a high
council or a bishop’s couneil, or any of the
ordinances of the church of God. Who
knew anything anout the relatisn of man
toman or of man to woman? Nubody.
Who knew anything about the relation-
ship that exists between man and God?
Nobody. Who knew anyth
eternities that are to come?! Nobody.
was God who revealed these thin Jo-
seph Smith did nut know them, neither
did Brigham Young, the apostles nor any-
body else until God revealed them, and
we are indebted to him for all the light,
knowledge and intelligence that we pos-
sess in regard te the heavens and the earth
in regard to the God who made us and
the mode of worshipping him acceptably.

Now then, we are here: we have these
various organizations.
instance, have various duties and respon
sibilities devolvip
direcuon of the First Presldency.
there are the Scventies, who are (o be spe-
cial messengers to the nations of theearth,
to go forthin the mame of Israel’s God
clothed upon with his power to adminis-
ter life and salvation and to teach the

tion apd kindred and people and tongue,
crying with a loud voice—‘Fear God, and

e glory to him; for the hour of his
adgment is come; and worship him who
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters.””

Joseph Smith had this communication
made to him, together with the light of
the gospel, and had conferred npon him
the keys of the holy priesthood, wiith
power to administer therein and to ordain
others to the same ministry. And be,
himself, was baptized as Jesus was bap-
tized, and he baptized others and they
others, and they then laid their bands up-
on them for the reception of the Holy
Ghost, and they received it. And than,
by the inspiration of the Almighty, they
were direcled to gather together, which
they have dene. And how many of you
who are hedaring me to-day hardly knew
the reason why you gathered together?
But you bad a feeling, a burning desire in
your hearts to mingle with the Saints of
God. The Beriptures say—“I will take
them onec of a city and two of a family
and bring them to Zion; and I will give
them pastors after my own heart, that
sball feed them with knowledge and with
understanding.”

In accordance with these princlples the
elders of Israel went forth, as you have
heard here during this Conference, not in
their own name or in their own strength
or by theirown wisdom; but in the name
and strength and power of Jebovah, and
a8 his chosen messengers to administer life
and eal'vation to a fallen world. Aund God
went with them and his holy angelu acCom-
panied them; and the Spirit and power of
God were with them: and the words that
they spake they epake not of themselves
but as they were moved upon by the Holy
Ghost. And God worked with them and
the truth came to your hearts and yon re-
ceived it and rejoiced therein. God had a
people scattered abroad among the nations
.of the earth, and his priestbood were in-

eople togetber; and in these days as in
ays of old, Jesus gaid—‘‘My sheep hear
my voice, and know it and follow me, and
a stranger will they not follow, becaunse
they know not the voice of a stranger.”

Here t_hgn, God was desgirous u% intro-
ducing his kingdem upon the earth, and
he had, in the first .;];lacc. to organize his
chureh, Lo organize the people that he had
scattered amopg the nations and te bring
them together, that there might be one
fold and one ghepherd, and one Lord, one

heaven, and among no olhers, and that is
why we are here. BSBayr Lhe prophet—*I
will take them ome of & city and two of »
family and bring them to Zion.” "What
will you do with them? *‘I will give them
pastors after my own hecart, that shall
feed them with knowledge and under-

John the | with each other and with their various du-

| God, aud that the people may be instruct-

theta. Who were this Moses and Elias? |

standing:" that they may be acquainted
ties and responsibilities; that they may be
instructed in the laws of the holy priest-
hood, and be prepared, eventually, to join
their quorums in the celestial kingdom of

ed in the laws of life. Hence our mar-
riage ceremonies, relationships and cove-
nants are among the principles of the gos-
pel, and they are eternal; they exi-ted
with God in eternity and will exist through-
out all the eternities that are to come.
God has shown us, in regard to our mari-
tal relations, that our wives are to be
sealed to us for time and eternity. By
v hat authority? By the authority of that
holy priesthood that administers on the
earth and in heaven, and of which Jesus
said that whatever they should bind on
earth should bte bound in heaven, and
whateoever they should loose on carth
shonld be loosed in heaven; and these re
lationships that exist among us here are

Who are | men and women who understand their
you?” <] am one of thy fellowservants | true position expect to enjoy each other’s
the prophets, who kept the testimony of | society and association there as much as

same kind of messengere, who held the |

one, that God’s word might be gathered io |

calculated to be consummated there, and

they do in their own homes here, just the
same. And though they may sleep in the

dust, yet,by the power of the resurrcction,

which yon have heard of at this Conf r-

ence, when the trump ehail sound and the
dead in Christ shall rise, they will turst
the barriers of the tomb and come forib,
each and all claiming their proper mates—
those with whom they were associated on
the earth—through eternity. 7This is the
way we regard our marriage covenants,
ne matter what other people say about it,
this is eur business, and we shall do it and
keep on doing for ¢ver and ever while God
lets us live, because it is the word of God
to us, and in spite of all the powers of

ered in one, and that all in Christ on earth

1

earth and bell we ghall never give way in
regard to our marriage priociples, for they
are eternal; and so with regard to every
other prineciple of the gospel. This is
why we bhave come together to help to
build np the kingdom and government of
God upon the earth. An earth'y govern-
ment if you please, and a heavenly gov-
ernment If you please. But no wman por
set of men are eapable of introduring
prineiples of this kind unless God is with
them and setands by thew; and the first
elders of this Church never could have
done what they did without the power of

God beilng with them and accompanying
them, and God's mercy belng extwnded to
them. And they could not today.

Men have strauge ideas about the Mor-
MOones Whﬁ? Becuuse unless they are born
of waler they cannot sce the kingdom of
God; that s what Jesus said, and that is
why people feil to understand us. But
we, who have been baptized and enlight
ened by the Spirit of God, can see his
kingdom., We know it, we comprehend
it in part, but only in part. What is the
result of all this priesthood—the First
Presidency, the T . elve, the Seventies, the
High Priests, Elders, Bishops, Priests,

Who

priest, teacher or

about the
It

The Twelve, for

- | Sabbath day.
upon themn under the | In the eyes of God, holy angels and all
Then | other infelligent beinge.,

faith and one baptism, and one God, wlo

peo
should be in all and throueh all. and by | Ple the principles of truth under the ¢i-
which all should be gmemgai,ﬂ'f‘u fmill,: rection of the }lj‘walre, whose duty it is aieo |

to administer these principles, and see
thiat this gospel is seut to all peoples; and
hence the pecessity that is felt by them
and by the Firet Presidency in relation to
carrying these things out.

And let me say a little farther ona gub-
ect that I before referred to, that is, that
od could not build up a kingdom on the
earth unjess he bad & church, and a people
who bad submitted to his law and were
willlng to submit to it; and with ap or-
ganization of such a people, gathered from
among the natinns of the earth under the
direction of a msn inspired of God, the
mouthpiece of Jehovah to his people; 1
say that, with such an organization, there

zed his bhoi
priesthood as it existed in fhe hﬂa'rmg
and he gave a patiern of these lhinzl.jnni
as much as he did in the days of Moses,
only more s0. God eaid to Moses—*“‘See
that thou make all things according to the
patten thet I ehowed thee in the mount.”
God sald to Joseph—*‘Se¢ that thou or-
ize this church a¢cording to the pat-

- th:; é'hnc;u nhhuwetl Eﬁhm'" And he
aced urch presidents, apostlesg,
patriarchs, seventies, h‘ligh priests, bish-
opse, priests, teachers, deacons, bishops’
councils and high counells, and other or-
ganizations which God had developed and
given to his priesthood; and hence, when
the angel came which is mentioned by
Jehn on Patmos, he restored the goepel as
it existed with Adam, and with Enoch and
with S8eth and with Methuselah, and with
Noah and Melchizedek, and with Abra-
ham, with the prophets and with the apos-
tles and Jesus, whether on the Continent
of Asla, on this continent or anywhere
elee; and this people, who possess this
priestheod and the authority from God to
adminlster therein, when they get behind
the vail they will enter again into the of-
fice of thelr calling and will be unite@ with

Lthere is an opportunity for the laws of
life to be made manifest, there is a chance
for God to introduce the principles of
heaven upon the earth and for the will of
God to be done upon earth as it is done
in heaven. God could never establish his
kingdom upon the tarth unless he had a

gieﬂ:o who would submit themselves 10
ws and government: but with such &

péupia hﬁ t:uh d communuicate, to such a
peaple the heavens could be o : to
glich a pesple the angels of Gndmﬁ ade

is a chance for the Lord God to be revealed, I

Teachers and Deacons? All of them pro-
fese to b2 under the direction of the Al-
mishty, and if they are not they are liv-
ing hypoerites before God and holy angels;
for these are the covenants they huve en-
tered into, and these are the ordinations
thay have received.

We seec something strange in eonnection
withusasa le—the world follows us
and too many of us feel after the world.
Can the world give you the light that you
have received, and the gospel and the
hopes of heaven you have recelved? and
the priesthood you have received?! Aud
will you barter these things fora me-ss of

pot and wallow in the filth, corrup-
tion, iniquity and evils which abound in
the world? What bave we come here for?

To worship God and to keep his com.
mandments. And how is it with many
of us? We forget, in many instances, our
high calling’s glorious hope and we give
way Lo follies, foibles, weakness and ini-

| fore him, and live our reli

(3od have been wherever they have existed.
But our elders can’t see It, and muny of
our hishops can’t see it, and many high
riests and seventies can’t see it. Why?
ccause the Bridegroom bas tarried and
we have all slumbered and slept and in
many instances we'! have sinned inst
God, and our Jamps have gone out, that is
the matter, and we have lost the light,
and intellizence and revelation and quick-
ening influence of the living God., If we
were living our religion and keeping the
commandments of God we should feel
and act differently: we shounld then know
of thedoctrine. Jesus said—*‘If amy man
does my will he shall know of the doe-
trine, whether it b= of God or whether 1
speak of mysell.”

What is the matter, you high priests,
vou eeventleg, you bishops and others?
You are not doing the will of God, and
you do not know of the doetrine; that is
the matter; and yet we are living in the
blaze of gospel day, surrounded by pro-
phets, apostles, patriarchs and men of
God. Is it not time that we hun bled our-
selves? Is it not time that we repented
of our gins? Is it not time that we for-
gook our iniquiiies? Is it not time that
we went back to the firet prinelples, and
hbegan to consider our ways, and to walk
in the Jight of truth? That is the way that
I understand it, and hence the necessity
of the elders of lerael, the Prerident of
the chareh, of the Twelve and of all men
who are ingpired by the light of truth and
tue light of revelation to stir up the mem-
bers of the cliurch generally to good wo ks.
They sce Israel wanderirg away afler
strange gods, foreaking the fountain of
livng water, and “hewing out to them-
selves cislerns, broken cisteins, that can
hold no water;” and hence the necessity
of apostles and prophets for the perfect-
ing of the eaints and the work of 1ihe
ministry and the edifying of the body of
Christ. How is it among many of our
quorums? Perfectly dead, dumb and life-
lese, without the light and ‘ife and power
of the living God among them; and elders
41 lIerael, cluthed mpon with the holy
priesthood, expect when they get through,
to associate wilh the Gods in the eterpal
worlde. How is it? Itis time for us to
reflect and to think upon our situation,
and to consider our ways and be wise.
What do you want to do? Do you want
to get up some excitement? No, we want
to briug you back to the first priueciples
of the goepel of Christ. Do yen waut us
to be baptized? Not pvarticalarly, unless,
as elated by President Young, you repont
of your eins and your iuiquities and your
lying, and your decelving and your Sab-
bath I};rmkiniu, and your enve{tuuannas and
your hypoerisy, and repent of yours k-
g agalust the anointed of God, mpt.etﬂm-
less you are willing to he governed ' y the
holy priesthood in al! thinge jertaining to
this world and the next, pertaining to
time and eternity. If you can’t do this,
dor’t be baptized; it will be better for you
not to be.

Weil, are all in this condition? No, ro,
there are more than *“*seven thousand who
have not yet bowed the knee to Baal:.”
there are more thau seven thousand who
are secking to do right, to live their relig-
ion and to keep the commandments of
God. 1 say, then, repent of your iniqui-
ties, do your first works, live your relig-
ion, keep the commandments of Goas let
every man do right and depart fromn evil.
If any man has ginned againet his brother
let him make it right honestly and squar-
iy and truly, and not hypocritically: and
let us doeverything with honesty of heart,
and seek toGod and humble ourselves be-
glon, and God
will pour bleseings upon us that we ghall
not find room to contain. His Zion will
rise and ehine, and the glory of God will
rest upon her, the prineiples of truth will
epread on the right hand and on the left,
and the mercy of God will be extended
unto his people.

May God help us to fear him and keep
his commandments, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen. :

- -

“MOTHER SHIPTON'S PROPH-

quity, and we are governed more or less
by covetousn drunkenness, Sabbath-
breaking and evils of various kinds. I
sometime see elders of Israel bringl gin
loads of wood and loads of hay on the
Why it is a burning shame

If such men
had lived under the law of aucieat Israel
they would have been put to death. Do
you know that?! Go and read itin your
Bibles. What do you think about a lyin
elder, a swearing high priest, a Sabbath-
breaking seventy and a covetous saint.
The souls of such men ought to be in-
gpirad wli:ltth the light of revelation, and
Ley oug be living witnessess, epistles
known and read ufgnll men! Do you
think you can live your religion, have the |
3pirit of God and obtain eternal life and

world, nor the things thatai« in the world;
for if any man love the world the love of
the Father is notin him.”” Thatis as true
to-day as it was u‘!gllteen hundred years |
ago. It ie proper that we, as elders of Is-
racl and as heads ef families should re-

stances we arese {ting examples before our

children that will tend to plunge them to

dition, Is this what we are gathered

re for? 1 tellyou na., we are gathered

here to serve God and keep his command.

mmmta, and to build up his Zion upon the
eerin.

After praying for yeais that God would
ingpire his servant Brigham with the spirit

of revelation that he micht be ahgﬂmr

lead forth Israel in the path in which the
should go, be tells us to be one, u-Jﬁu':

& Carri

ECY.”

The following, which is known
as “Mother Shipton’s Prophecy,”
was first published in 1488, and re-
published in 1641. 1t will be notic-
ed that all the events predicted in
it, except that mentioned in the
last two lines—which is still in the
future, have already come to pass:

ages without horses shall go,
And accidents fi'l the world with
woe.,

Arngud the world thoughts shall
b 4

In the twinkling of an eye.

Waler shall yet mors wonders do;

follow after these things? I tell you nay, | NOW strange, yet shall be true.
[t was sald of olden time—‘'Love notthe | The world upside down shall be,

And
Through hills man shall ride,
And no horse or ass 1 e at his side,
Under water men shall walk,
Shall ride, shall sleep, shall talk.
flect upon these things, for in many in- | In the air men shall be seen,

gold be found u#' root of tree.

In white, in black, and green.

Iron the water shall float,

As easy as a wooden boat.

Gold shall be found, and found
[n» Jand that’s not now known.
Fire and water shall wonders do,
England shall at last admit a Jew.
The world to an end =shall come

In eighteen hundred and eighty-
one,

told his disciples; he tells ns to enter into

a uuited order, that God has revealed it,l
that woare to be ope .in spiritual things

In compliance with a number of
requests we publish the foregoing.




