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I1 HAVEwave had a note forwarded to me
since I1 came here by a party who
is a stranger to me that I1 would
speak on our leading doctrines
there are so many great principles
developed in the eternal truths of
god that we believe in that it is a
somewhat difficult task to attempti
in so short a time any adequate ex-
position thereof and if I1 touch upon
any of these principles it must be
very lightly the request reminds
me of an anecdote which J1I read a
short time ago A lady met with a
gentleman who hadmid traveled very
extensively over the world he
was a statesman a phi erand
quite a celebrity hee and the lady
were going to take dinner togetogether
and some ten or fifteen minutes be-
fore dinner was served the lady
baideaid to him mr I1 am very
happy to have the privilege of see-
ing and speaking with yoland now
while they are preparing dinn erwe
shailshrill have ten or fifteen minutes
will you please tell me all you
know and have seen in your trav
elselsi

inregardingegard to ounour religion I1 will
say that it embraces every princi-
plePI of truth and intelligence per-
tainingtalk ing to us aas moral intellectual
mortal and immortal beings per
tain ingo this world and the world
that is to come we are open to
truth of every kind no matter
whence it comes where it originates
or who believes in it truth when
preceded by the little word all
comprises everything that has ever
existed orof that overever will exist and
be known by and among men in
time and through the endless ages
of eternity and it is the duty of all
intelligent beings who are respon-
sible and amenable to god for their
acts to search after truth and to
permit it to influence them and
their acts and general course in life
independent of all bias or pre con

notions however specious
and plausible they may be

we as latter day SaInts bellevebelieve
first in the gospel and that is a
great deal to say for the gospel em-
braces principles that dive deeper
spread wider and extend further
than anything else that we can
conceive the gospel teaches us in
regard to the being and attributes of
god italioit alsoaiso teaches us our relation-
ship to that god and the various
responsibilities we are under to him
as his offspring it teaches us the
various duties and responsibilities
that we are under to our families
and friends to the community to
the living and the dead it unfolds
to us principlesleslos pertaining to futu-
rity in faciafact according to the say-
ingI1 of one of the old didisciplesisciaI1es I1itt

brings life and immortality to
light brings us into relationship
with god and prepares us for an ex-
altational in the eternal world there
is something grand profound and
intellectual associated with the
principles of the gospel as it stands
connected with the salvation andand
exaltation of man A man in search
of truth has no pepeculiarpecpeeulfardullar system to
sustain no peculiar dogma to de-
fend orof theory to uphold he em-
braces all truth and that truth
like the sun in the firmament
shines forth and spreads its
effulgent rays over all creation
and if men will divest themselves
of bias and prejudice and prayer-
fully andind conscientiously search
after truth they will nindfindfindigit where
averever they turn their attention but
in regard to the leading principles
of the gospel there ahreare some dis-
tinctivetive features connected there-
with which like all the laws of na-
ture and of natures god require
implicit obedience and compliance
therewith in orderbider to insure a reali-
zation of thetile results which flow

the earth on which we
live the matter of which it I1isis
composed the elements with which
we are surrounded as well as the
planetary system have certain in-
scrutable eternal uneuncunchangeableunchangedhangeahangenblebie
laws connected with them that can
not be departed from

we talksometimes about the great
discoveries men have made con-
nected with electricity steam light
and its properties and a variety of
other principles thatvlist iiiill nature
all these principles are governed by
certain specific laws which are linim-
mutablemutabietable and unchangeable and all
of the great discoveries which men

lave made have only developed
certainerlain properties that have always

istedistel they have not created
anything and their discoveries are
nothing particularly worth boasting
of A childchilchaildindinin its infancy possessesassessesossesses
certain reasoning faculties ruttutbut they
are only developed by a long course
of training and experience it pos-
sesses arms legs beetafeet a head and

6yes earscars nose ac but it is
consel bus of this by and by

when its reasoning faculties begin
to bobe developed it discovers that it
has hands it llad them before but
it did not know it it is a good deal
so with us and generationsthe which
have preceded us we livlandlive and have
lived in a world in which from the
beginning there have existed prin-
ciples organisms and systems all
that are now known or that ever
will be discovered but we bavehavee
been ignorant of them and only be-
come aware of their existence by
what is called the progress of science
andnd the discoveries of scientific and
ingenious men andarid as earthly
tthings are governed and controlled
by unchanging laws so it is with
hheavenly things in optics certain
lenses are needed for the reception
and refraction of light in chemis-
try a certain combination of ele-
mentsinants is necessary to produce mag-
netism or electricity and you may
have these elements ever so per-
fect and wiwithouttbout the wire you can-
not use them to convey intelligence
and you may have themirethe wire without
the necessary combination of chem-
ical elements and the result is the
same I1 have a watch if I1 wind
it up it will tell the time if I1 neg-
lect to do that it will stop you
have your steam engineif you shut
up the valve you turn off the steam
and it ceases to move you haveahavea
waterwheelwater wheel possessing certain pow-
er but turn off the water from that
wheel and its power ceases it is
just so in regard coall th opera
eions of nature they are governed
by certain laws which are under-
stood by those who study them

there are laws pertaining to eter-
nal things the things of god that
are justas immutable and unchange-
able as those of which I1 have been
speaking andalid to realize the results
they are calculated to produce you
must submit to and obey them
god has distinctlydistinctly told us in hilil
revelations that no man knows
the things of god but by the spirit
of god even as no man knows the
things of inarmar but by the spirit of
man that is within him then
how can men obtain a knowledge
of the things of god except they
first take the course which he has
pointed out they can not do it
if the laws which govern terrestrial
things are immutable the laws
which govern celestial things are
certainly not less boand this brings
me to the consideration of some of
the first principles of the gospel
which we asasaa people believe in

we believe that it is necessary for
man to be placed in communication
with god that he should have rev-
elation from him and that unless
he is placed under the influence of
the inspiration of the holy spirit
he can know nothing about the
things of god I1 do not care how
learned a man may be or how ex-
tensivelyten he may have traveled I1
do not care what his talent intel-
lect or genius may be atwhat col-
lege he may have studiedhow com-
prehensive his views or what illshis
judgment maybemay be on other mattersmatters
he cannot understand certain things
without the spirit of god and that
necessarily introduces the principle
I1 before referred to the necessity
of revelation not revelation in
former times but present and im-
mediate revelationrevelation which shall lead
and guide those who possess it in all
the paths of life herbandhere and to eternal
ifelie hereaftererecreafter A good many peo-

ple and those professing chris-
tians

chris-
tianswillwill sneer a good deal at the
idea of present revelation who-
ever heard of true reilrollreligion withoutglongioncommunication with god0 1 to me
the thing is the most absurd that
the human mind could conceive of
I1 do not wonder whenwilen the people
generally reject the principle of
presenpresent revelation that skepticism
and infidelity prevail to such an
alarming extent I1 donotdo notnob wonder
that so many men treat rolirollreligion
with contempt and regard eloaioit aasili
something not worth the attentionattennion
of intelliintelligentkent beings for without
revelation religion iais a mockery and
a farce if I1 can not have a reli-
gion that will lead me to god andaneant
place me onen rapport with him andanc
unfold to my mind the principles
of immortality and eternal life I1want nothing to dewithdo with it

thethiprinciplerincipleelpie of present revela-
tion thenen is1 4 the very foundationfoundatlon of
our rellrelireligiongiL the Uhchristianristian worldworlds

reject that and say rhojho biblenible
Is3 itilhilfillall sufficient I1 can kemem
ieryer in my younger days searchingDgrg
itsta contents very diligently it is
a glorious book to study and I1
earnestly recommend it to the at-
tention of our young men and
young women and of our old men
andmd old women earcilearclesearch the script-
ures was the command of jesus
for in them yoye think ye havellave eter-

nal life and thethey are they that tes-
tify of me atwouldwould not only
search the scriptures that we now
have but I1 would search also everevery
revelation that god has given does
give or will give for the guidance
andind direction of illshis people and
thenihen I1 would reverence thetile giver
and those also whom liehe makes use
of as illshis liollohonorednored instruments to
promulgate and make known those
principles and I1 would seekpeek to be
governed by the principles that are
contained in that sacred word

now then let me look back a mittlelittle
and examine bilings as they have
existed what hindom a gospel was
it that jesus introduced weve are
told that it waswag thetile gospel but
what sort of did his
church havhave apostles prophets
pastors teachers andaud evangelists
inspired menmeu men who had the
ministering of angels the spirit of
prophecy and the principle of rev-
elation men who had the heavens
opened to them so that they could
contemplate the purposes of god as
they should roll along throughout0every subsequent period of time
until the winding up scene whence
did they obtain this knowledge
they obtainobtainededitit through obedience
to the gospel of jesus christ and
hence it Is very properly said thateliat
life and immortality are brought

to light by the gospel
well who were the ancient apos-

tles they were men chosen and
selected by jesus christ the son of
god whoavit were these prophets
menalen who were in possession of the
spirit of prophecy and you show
me a man who is calledcalledandand inspired
of godgodiotd preach the gospel of je-
sus christ and I1 will shoshow youu a
prophet for wevvo are told thatthaty the
testimony of jesus is the spirit of
prophecy and if a man has not
the spirit of prophecy and
tion he is not the man to teach the
things of god for that is the prin-
ciple by which all gods choschosenenandand
authorized ministers in every age
have been inspired and by which
they have taught the things of eter-
nal life to the children of men

nowsow was it with jesus he
said that he came not to do his
own will but the will of thetile father
who sent him and said helie the
words that I1 speak I1 speak not of
myself but the eathenfather which
dwelleth in behe deeth the work 1 I1

when the disciples wentvent forth to
preach the gospel jesuajesus them
to go without purse and i list-
ing in him alidaud he told themthein utmat
when they were brought before
kings rulers and governors they
were not to think beforehandbeforebeforehandhanfhana what
they should say for it should be
given to them in the selfsameself same hour
that they needed it paul said that
ohpthe gospel that liehe preached he re-
ceived not of man neither by man
but he received it of god and taptaethe
words that helie were not his
own for he told the people definite-
ly and distinctly that their words
came to them not in word only
but in power and in the demonbrademonstra-
tion of the spirit of god and with
much assurance they were un-
der the inspiration of the almighty

and where did we get our bible
from no scripture is of any
private interpretation rivelivewe are told

but holy men of old twas they
were moved upon by the holyghost fandland while under
tion they uttered the word of god
and that word became the scripture
of truth as we here find it it was
given by dreams visions and iovicv
ciaclaclatiousionstiona and thatthat which was thus
communicated to man was written
and liashas become what we call the
bible

when the inspired revelations
which wo call the gospel werewerd given
to men there were apostles and pro

teachers and evange-
lists and how did jesus tell illshis dis-
ciples to teach illshis gospel hoboldhe told
them to go into all the world and
preach to every creature
the promise being that lleileliehe that be-
lieved and was baptized should be
saved and it was also said that
certain signs should follow them
that believedellelieved they should cast outcut
devils in the name of jesus they
should lay hands on the sick and
they should recover ac showing
that there was a living vital ener-
getic power associatedassociated with the
gospel that was enunciated by jesus
Jjinistirist and taughtcaught by iuslifs tdaistaisHiesiesles

itit was not connected alone with
thothe apostles as some suppose it
does not read these signssigna shall fol-
low thetho apostles who bellevbelieveeoror the
disciples who believe but the
signs would follow them that believe
wherever the gospel was preached
in all the world the gospel and
its blessings were not restricted
either to time person or place but
were to be enjoyed in all the world
by all who believed

paul tells us that apostles pro-
phets evangelists pastors and
teachers were placed inIII thetile church
for what for thetile establishing of
christianity no it does not read
in that way for the benefit of the
apostles and those immediately sur-
rounding them no to conconvincevium
the pagan gentiles and unbelieving
jews no he tells us they were
placed in the church for the perper-
fecting of the saints 11 that thetheyy
who believed in and obeyed the
gospel might go on from strength
to strength and be enabled to en-
dure faithful to the end it was for
the perfecting of such persons that
as inimortalimmortal beings they Iiiimight0lit in-
crease in light intelligence and

hand be prepared to dwelldwell wawitht h
the gods and the sanctified hosts in
thetile eternal worlds

these officersolticers were for the per-
fecting of the saints then were
they for anything else yesyea for
the work of the ministry and for
the edifying of the body of christ
why that they should be no
more chilchiichildrendrepdred tossed about by di-
vers winds of doctrine and thetile craft
of cunning men whereby they lieue
in wait to deceive but that they
might be built on the foundation
of the apostles and propprophetsliets jesus
christ himself being the chief cor-
nerstonener stone 11 that they might have
a knowledge of the truth of the
gospel for themselves glowing in
characters of living lirolire written
in their heart which no man in-
fluence

I1

or power could obliterate
but that it might dwell there like
a fire upon the ultan eternally
burning andalid from thence spread its
radiant effulgence glowing in creag t

ing and spreading this is the
kind of gospel the andancancientsan lentsclenta preached
and believed in and which wethe
latter day saints preachpreach and be-
lieve in

but where is thothe necessity of a
new revelation some may inquire
to resto gospel seeing that it
is the same gospel that is recorded
in the scriptures the catholics
would elieiltellell us there is no need of it
for they obtained it from god in an-
cient times and have retained it
and it has been handed down in
regular succession to the present
day I1 am not going to investigate
all these theories to would
not be time suffice it to say thathat
they are mere fallacies neither
batholcatholicsI1 C1 greeks or protestants

khave retaretainedined the gospel and the
power to administer it when we
alnewine to the Protesprotestantkint world there
is a greatit deal of credit due to them
forabcthec course they have taken but
hnshas the betbelyol been continued
among them in it purity from the
time that jesus lived unon lie earth
Is there any manmau who hasha lleilelieho har-
dihood totobaysay ao I1 do nothot think
you can find one whence origin
abed these notions opinions theo-
ries principles and dogmas that ex-
ist among men in the religious
world at the present day did they
originate with god ve arere told
that he is not the author of confu-
sions on but of order did liehe inspireinspire
renwithmen with ull these various dogmas
and theoriesI1 certainly not whonaho
did where did they come from
why men in various ages many
of them very good menmell have tried
tto0 stop the flood of evil false doc-
trinet error and crime and in do-
ingI1 ng so unaided by inspiration they
hhaveave made very great blunders
when the pope through the instru-
mentality of loyola was selling
indulgences in a shameful and dis
gracefulgrace tuitul manner martin luther
and other reformers rose up and de-
nounced it as allan evil and they
were right in that for it wis ansun
evilev 11 andanti a crime and an outrage
upon society for it was bartering
that for money which god liellebaeverver
intintendedlanded or authorized inquires
one did not jesus give to his dis-
ciples tileathe keys of thetile kingdom of
heheavenavenandand say eliat whosoever
sins they remitted should be remit-
ted and sins they re-
tained should be retained yesyesyea
thenathen why did not others have

that power they dididid if they
obtained it legitimately but not in
that kind of a way peter never
possessed powerjower to sell forgiveness
of sins in thathe days of the apos-
tles thereuraswas ai certain manmait who
sawbaw the power of godgd made mani
festaitT

through their III Mtion
i

r
i ft

he offered them money 10tolo con-
i

the same power upon itamihim but I1

was told that inasmuch aches I1

I1 thought the gift ofaf god 6coulduld
purchased with money alikshis I1

aeyney should perish with hhlinI1 I1

butjt did notnut peter and the ototheahef
aples possess the power talto dorodoredorfowfor-

o binsz yes howrow did theythuy
reisearcise ititt the nc
y plain on that point neadhead thtiletiie

of Peteroncron the day of pen
st addressing thau of ped
who were assembled at

i oilon that octocioccasionaslon they cried
to veterpeter and the rest of thetheadosapos

i menimen and brethren effialwhat
II11 weVc do to bbo savedsated bebc j
e your statement we believebelleve ivd
sinnersshiners I1

nvwee belbeibelievebelleveleve we have con
ted to the death of the sonsou 0of
1 now what shallliall wedowo do edid
say 1I will forforgivegive you your
3 no no suchsueh thiuthinthing0 DIdiddbhar
re the power yes how did
exercise it said heh c repentt
I1 be baptized everevery one of yousous
the name orof jesus christ asforvorr
remission ofyourjour sinsbills and you

11 receive the holyboly ghost abidand
y took them and led thethemni down
u the water and baptized thtil emmilenn r

1 their sins were forgiven that
thehe way the apostles forgave sins

wasas not by selling inindulgencesindulgeddulgen ea r 11y

laitinmartin luther introduced somebome
id principles but did he bring 40

k thetile gospel jesus brought no
ilylly no did no 1

ingler no john knox no
id1 calvin 9 no none of ththemeni

aught back the gospel of jesus
ayiy went about teaching good

of morality and tha gos
as lartar as they knew itL butbub god
not impart to them the light of
elation which the ancient saints
oyed and as each of those re

had hishia peculiar views and
as in regard to the gospel theyhey
re thetile originators of the
nesles of sects and parties now ox
ng in the christian world LVlu
r promulgated his views very
en in germany calvin
0 differed from him in regard to
i doctrine of freefrae will and waswaa a
lever in thedoethe doctrinetrine ofoffateele c
a or reprobation promulgated
views extensively and 0ao with
lers if they had udhad tilthe1 lightelight
revelation thas variation would
have existed the spirit of god

uld have led them into all truthfruth
I1 brought them to the unity ot

the faith and they would have seen
eyes to eyeeyelaas the Scriptscripturesuresurto say anen
willII11 do whenwhen god brings againkain

n and with their voice totogether
11 they sinsing 11 1

tweve will refereferr to some of these
ig churches but first for a mojno

mentint will notice the greek chchurchdukch
is church preceded from the latinlatifi
arch or the latin from theuld
yekiek I1 do not care which way
i take it there waswaa a schism

betweenacen these two bodies and each
its own peculiar courseand

it course has deenbeen very erratic
fisli and far from thethie principles
truthruth then there is the episco
church how dit it originate

rough henry the eight hohow
wass it that he started a church1

historystory informsinformsus4
ps that it was binBIDsimq

ply on this grogroundnd he was
of having a divorce from his

e irdiadi t d the pope would not krapgrapf
it liuelioe this henry had written

bookook or in debencedefence of
ery andwid jnin opposition to thetho

formationreformation for which the pope
led him defender of the faith
i when the pope would not coneon

1

sentit to grantkrant the englishenglise klking thisthil
divorceorce he became angry 1and de
termined to start a church of lilshis
ownn and fortunately or unfortu-
natelylelysely he had two pliant tools ec

in the catholic church
1 to gratify their sovereign theyt themselves to him to assist iniii

carryingcrying outiut his plan and together
y started thetho church of en-
nd

en-
glandgland or the episcopal church aiAS
it isa now called when henry had
got a priesthood of his own helie got
thei divorce he wanted and went blibilon
his way rejoicing I1 supposeat least
in his way

welve will now come 0too some othersoilierfi
amonglong thetho reformersreformersera there kaskagwas
johnlin knox in a very
zealousilouslious and very intolerant man
nothingthing very pleasant about him
somene traits of illshis charcharacteracter ireverbreverI1 never
admiredmired and I1 havohave lead somesomo
thingsings in hishia works that are not
veryry pleasant gentle or amiable
butt he was no doubt a very sincere
andd zealous christian in his way
audandd sought to do good then there
was3 calvin another tolerably slu-

e
sin-

e
sin-

cerecere man inin myray opinion and judg
ing from what history tells about
himn he was desirous of stemming
thes torrent of evil pudrud advancing
foodd principles as llafin r min holie knew
noww but who mug them


