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e DELIVERED
In the Fourteenth Ward Assembly

* Rooms, Sunday Afternoon,

February 1st, 1874. |

REPORTED 1Y DAVID W. EVANS,

I HAVE had a note forwarded to me
since I came here by a party who
is a stranger to me, that 1 would
speak on our ]ea(iing doetrines,

here are so many great principles
developed in the eternal truths of
God that we believe in thatit isa
somewhat difficult task to attempt,
in so short a time, any adequate ex-
position thereof, and if I touch upon
any of these principles it must be

| to be developed it discovers that it

| beginning there have existed prin-

very lightly. The request reminds
me of an anecdote which I read a
short4ime ago. A Jady met witha
gentleman who bad traveled ver
extensively over the world.

quite a celebrity. He and the lads
were going to take dinner together,
and some ten or fifteen minutes be-
fore dinner was served the lady
gaid to him—*""Mr.—, I am very
happy to have the privilege of see-
ing and speaking with you,and now
while they are preparing dinner,we
shall have ten or fifteen minutes,

will you P]eas& tell me all yon
kln"?:ﬂ; and ‘have seen in your trav-
els '

In regard to our religion I will
say that it embraces every princi-
ple of truth and intelligence per-
taining to us as moral, intellectual,
mortal and immortal beings, per-
taining to this world and the world
that isto come. We are open to
truth of every XKkind, no matter
whence it comes, where it originates
or who believes in it. Truth when
preceded by the little word ‘‘all”
comprises everything that bas ever
existed or that ever will exist and
be known by and ﬂﬂ]ﬂﬂﬁ men in
time and through the endless ages
of eternity; and it is the duty of all
intelligent beings who are respon-
sible and amenable to God for their
acts, to search after truth and to
permit it to influence them and
their actsand general course in life,
independent of all bias or pre-con-
ceived notions, however specious
and plausible thrﬂrrmay be.

We, as Latter-day Saints, believe,
first, in the gospel, and that is a|

reat deal to say, for the gospel em-

races principles that dive deeper,
spread wider and extend further
than anything else that we can
conceive. The gospel teaches us in
regard to the being and attributes of
God; it also teaches us our relation-
ship to that God and the wvarious
responsibilities weare under to him
as his offspring: it teaches us the
various duties and responsibilities
that we. are under to our families
and friends, to the community, to
the living and the dead; it “unfolds
tous fnrm“i les pertaining to futu-
rity, 1n fact, according to the say-
ing of one of the old diseiples, it
"brinﬁa life and immurmﬁty to
light,”” brings us into relationship
with God and preparesus for an ex-
altation in the eternal world. There
is something grand, profound and
intellectual associated with the
principles of the gospel as it stands,
cennected with the salvation and
exaltation of man. A man in search
of truth has no ‘uliar system to
sustain, no ar dogma to de-
fend or theory to uphold; he em-
braces all truth, and that truth
like the sun in the firmament,
shines forth and spreads its
effulgent rays over creation,
and if men will divest themselves
of bias and prejudice, and prayer-
fully and conscientiously search
after truth they will find it where-
ever they turn their attenfion. But
in regard to the leading principles
of the gospel there are some dis-
tinctive features connected there-
with, which, like all thelaws of na-
ture and of nature’s God, require
implicit obedience and compliance
therewith in order to insure a reali-
zation of the results which flow
therefrom. The earth en which we
live, the matter of which it is
composged, the elements with whieh
we are surrounded, as well as the
planetary system, have certain in-
scrutable, eternal, unchangeable
laws connected with them that can
not be departed from. ‘

We talk sometimesabout the great
discoveries men have made con-
nected with electricity, steam, light

and its properties and a variety of
rfnof’;lea that exist in nal‘i re;

R

otherp
all these principles are governed by
certain specific laws, which are im-
mutable and unchangeable; and all
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of the great discoveries which men

nothing particularly worth boasting
of. A child,in its infancy,possesses
certain reasoning faculties,but they
are only developed by a long course
of training and experience, It pos-
sesses arms, legs, feet, a head and
body, eyes, ears, nose &ec., but it is
uncenscious of this; by and by
when its reasoning faculties begin

has hands. It had them before,but
it did not know it. It is a good deal
sowith usand the generations which
have ed us—we live,and have
lived in a world in which from the

ciples, organisms and systems,—all
that are now known or that ever

a glorious book to study, and I
earnestly recommend it to the at-
tention of our young men and
young women and of our old men
and old women. “Search the Scrip-
tures,” was the command of Jesus,
“for in them ye think ye have eter-
nal life, and they are they that tes-
tify of me.”” [ ,would not only
search the Seriptures that we now
have, but I would search also every
revelation that God has given, does
give or will give for the guidance
and direction of his people; and
then I would reverence the Giver,
and those also whom he makes use
of as his honored instruments to
promulgate and make known those

will be discovered, but we bave
been ignorant of them, and only be-
come aware of their existence by

what is called the progress of science |

and the discoveries of scientific and
And as earthly

heavenly things.

prineciples; and I would seek to be
governed by the principles that are
contained in that sacred word,
Now then let me look back a little
and examine things as they have
existed, What kind 'of agospel was
it that Jesus introduced? We are
told that it was the gospel; but

A postles, prophets,

and refraction of light; in chemis- | pastors, teachers aud evangelists—
try -a certain combination of ele-|in8pired men,—men who had the

ments is necessary to produce mag-
netism or electricity, and you may
have these elements ever so per-
fect, and without the wire you can-
not use them to convey intelligence;
and you may have the wire without
the necessary combination of chem-
ical elements, and the resultis the
same. I have a watch, if I wind
it up it will tell the time, if I neg-

ministering of angels, the spirit of
prophecy, and the Erinﬁi ple of rev-
elation; nrén who had the heavens
opened to them, so that they could
contemplate the purposes of God as
they should roll along throughout
every subsequent period of time
until the winding up scene. Whenece
did they obtain this knowledge?
They obtained it through obedience

lect to do that it will stop. You
have your steam engine,if you shut
up the valve you turn off the steam
and it ceases to move. You bhavea
water wheel possessing certain pow-
er, but turn off the water from that
wheel and its power ceases., It is
just so in regard to all theopera-
tions of nature—they are governed
by certain laws which are under-
stood by these who study them.
There are laws pertaining to eter-
nal things—the things of Ged, that
are justas immutable and unchange-
able as those of which I have been
speaking, and to realize the results
they are calculated to produce you
must submit to and obey them.
God has distinetly told us in his
revelations that ‘‘no man knows
the things of God but by the Spirit
of God, even as no man knows the
things of mar but hy the s’pirit of
man that is within him,” then
how can men obtain a knowledge
of the things of God except they
first take the course which he has
pointed out? They can not do it.
If the laws which govern terrestrial
things are immutable, the laws|

to the gospel of Jesus Christ, and
hence it is very properly said that
“life and immortality are brought
to light by the gospel.”’

Well, who were the ancient apos-
tles! They were men chosen and
selected by Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. Who were these prophets?
Men who were in possession of the
spirit of prophecy; and you show

of God to preach the gospel of Je-
sus Christ, and 1 will show you a
prophet, for we are teld that ‘‘the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy;’” and if a man has not
the Bﬁirit of prophecy and revela~
tion he is not the man to teach the
things of God, for that is the prin-
ciple by which all God’s chosen and
authorized ministers in every age
have been inspired, and by which
they have taught the things of eter-
nal life to the children of men.
How was it with Jesus? He
said that “he came not to do his
own will; but the will of the father
who sent him;” and said he—*'The
words that I speak I speak not of
myself; but the ¥ather which
dwelleth in me, he doeth the work.”

certainly not less so,and this
me to the consideration of some of
the first principles of the gospel
which we as a people believe in, -
We believe that it is necessary for
man to be placed in communication
with God; that he should have rev-
elation from him, and that unless
he is placed under the influence of
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
he can know nothing about the
things of God. I do not eare how
learned a man may be, or how ex-
tensively he may have traveled; I
do not care what his talent, intel-
lect or genius may be, at what col-
lege he may have studied,how com-
prehensive his views or what his
{;Jdgment may be on other matters,
e cannot understand certain things
without the Spirit of God, and that
necessarily introduces the principle
I before referred to—the necessity
of revelation. Not revelation in
former times, but present and im-
mediate reveiatiﬂn,w hich shall lead
and guide those who possessit in all
the paths of life here,and to eternal
ife hereafter. A good many peo-
ple, and those, professing Chris-
tians, will sneer a good deal at the
idea of present revelation. Whe-
ever heard of true religion without
communication with God? "To me
the thing is the most absurd that
the human mind could conceive of. |
I do not wonder, when the people
generally reject the principle of
preseng revelation, that skepticism
and infidelity prevail to such an
alarming extent. I do not wonder
that so many men treat religion
with countempt, and regard it as
something not worth the attention
of intelligent beings, for without
revelation religion isa mockery and
a farce, If I can not have a reli-
gion that will lead me to God and
place me en rapport with him, and
unfold to mslr mind the principles
of immortality and eternal life I
want nothing to do with it.
_The principle of present revela-
tion then, is the very foundation of

which govern celestial thinguma.re
rings

preach the gospel Jesus told them
to go without purse and sciip, trust-
ing in him; and he told them viat
when they were brought before
kings, rulers and governors, they
were not to think beforehand what
they should say, for it should be
given to them in the gelf-same hour
that they needed it. Paul said that
the gospel that he preached ‘“*he re-
ceived not of man,neither by man;"
but he received it of God, and the
words that .he spake were not his
own, for he told the people definite-
ly and distinctly that their words
came to them “not in word only,
but in power and in the demonstra-
tion of the Spirit of God, and with
much assurance.” They were un-
der the inspiration of the Almighty.

And Where did we get our Bible
from? ‘‘No BSeripture is of any
private interpretation,’”’we are told,
“but holy men of old spake as they
were moved upon by the Holy
Ghost'’and while under thatinspira-
tion they uttered the word of God,
and that word became the Scripture
of truth, as we here find it. It was
given by dreams, visions and 1ev-
elations, and that which was thus
communicated to man was written,
and has become what we call the
Bible.

When the inspired revelations
which we call the gospel were given
to men there were apostles and pro-
phets,pastors, teachers and evange-
lists; and how did Jesus teli hisdis-
ciples to teach his gospel? He told
them to ‘‘go into all the world and
preach the gospel toevery creature,”
the promise being that **he thut be-
lieved and was baptized should be
saved.” And it was also said that.
certain signs should follow them
that believed: they should cast out
devils in the name of Jesus, “they
should lay hands on the sick and
they should recover,” &e., showing
that there was a living, vital, ener-
getic power associated with the

our religien.

The Christian world |

gospel that was enunciated by Jesus
Christ and {aught by his apostles,

me a man who is called and inspired |

| is the same gospe

disciples who belleve,” but the
signs would follow them that believe
wherever the foepel was preached
in all the world. The gospel and
its blessings were not restricted
either to time, person or place; but
were to be enjoyed in all the world
by all who believed. .

Paul tells us that aposiles, pro-
phets, evangelists, pastors, and
teachers were placed in the church,
for what? For the establishing of
Christianity ? No, it does not read
in that way. For the benefit of the
apostles and those immediately sur-
rounding them? No. To couvince
the pagan Gentiles and unbelieving
Jews? No, he tells us they were
placed in the church ‘‘for the per-
fecting of the Saints,”” that they
who believed in and obeyed the
gospel might go on from strength
to strength and be enabled to en-
dure faithful to the end. It was for
the perfecting of such persons,that,
as immortal beings, they might in-
crease in light, intelligence and
truth,and be prepared todwell with
the Gods and the sanetified hosts in
the eternal worlds.

These officers were for the per-
fecting of the Saints then; were
they for anything else? Yes, “‘for
the work of the ministry and for
the edifying of the body of Christ.”
Why? “That they should be no
more children, tossed about by di-
vers windsof doctrine and the craft
of ecunning men whereby they lie
in wait to deceive;"” but that they
might *‘be built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief cor-
ner stone:’” that they might have
a knowledge of the truth of the
gospel for themselves, glowing in
characters of living fire written
in their hearts, which no man, in-
fluence or power could obliterate;
but that it might dwell there like
a fire upon the ualtar, eternally
burning and from thence spread its

radiant effulgence glowing, increas- | the doctrine of free will, an

ing and spreading.  This is the
kind of gospei the ancients preached
and believed in, and which we,the
Latter-day Saints, preach and be-
lieve in. .

But where is the necessity of a

be purchased with money, his
money should perish with him.
“But did not Peter and the other
diseciples possess the power to for-
give sins?’! Yes. How did they
exercise it? The Beriptures are
very plain on that point. Read the
account of Peter,on the day of Pen-
ticost, addressing thousands of peo-
ple who were assembled at Jérusa-
lem on that occasion. They cried
out to Peter and the rest of tlhieapos-
tles — ‘**Men and brethren, what
shall we do to be saved? We be-
lieve your statement, we believe we
are sinners, we believe we have con-
sented to the death of the Son of
God, now what shall we do?"’ Did
he au?'——“l will forgive you your
sins?’”’ No, no such thing. Didhe
have -the power ! Yes. How did
he exercise it? Said be—''Repent

and be baptized, every one of you

in the name of Jesus Christ, for
the remission of your sins, and you
shall receive the Holy Ghost,”” and
they took them and led them down
into the water, and baptized them,
and their sins were forgiven. That
is the way the apostles forgave sins,
t was not by selling indulgences.
Martin Luther intioduced some
ood principles, but did he bring
gﬂ{'}k the gospel Jesus'brought? No,
verily no. Did Melancthon? No.
Zwingler? No, John Knox? No.
Did Calvin? No, none of them
brought back the gospel of Jesus.
They went about teaching good
principles of morality, and the gos-
pel as far as they knew it. But God
did not impart to them the light of
revelation which the ancient Saints
enjoyed, and as each of those re-
formers had his peculiar views and
ideas in regard to the gospel, they
were thie originators of the multi-
tudes of sects and parties now ex-
isting in the Christian world. Lu-
ther promulgated his views very
extensively - in Germany, Calvin,
who differed from him in regard to
was a

| believer in the doctrine of fate,elec-

tion or reprobation, promulgated
his views extensively, and =0 with ,
others. If thiey had had the Jight
of revelation this wvariation would
not have existed, the Spirit of God

new revel:;i;}n. mm? maiy in uirf,
to restore this gos seeing tat
f’et.iaat. is recorded

When the disciples went forth to|they

in the Scriptures? - The Catholics
would tell us there is no need of it,
for they obtained it from God in an-
cient times, and have retained it,
and it has been handed down in
regular succession to the present
day. I am notgoing to investigate
all these theories ay, here would
not be time, suffice it to =ay that
are mere fallacies, neither
Catholics, Greeks, or Protestants
have retained the gospel and the

coine to the Protestant world there
is a great deal of eredit due to them
for the conrsethey have taken. But
has the g s;e!

‘ Euu take it.

power to administer it. When we | pursued its own

been continued |

would have led them into all truth
and brougbt them to the unity of
the faith, and they would have seen
eye to eye,as the Scripturessay men
will do “When God brings again
Zion, and with their voice together
will they sing.” o kL

We will refer to some of these sece-
ding churches, but first for a mo-
ment will notice the Greek Church.
This echurch seceded from the Latin

{church, or the Latin from the

Greek, I do not care whi¢ch way
There was a schism
etween these two bodies, and each
uliar course,and

that course has been wery erratic,

| foolish and far from the principles

of truth. 'T'hen there is the Episco-
1 Church. How dit it originate ?

among them 1u it purity from the
time that Jesus lived on the earth?
Is there any m&n who has the har-
dihood tosay so? I do not think
you can find one. Whence origin-
ated these notions, opinions, theo-
ries, principles and dogmas that ex-
ist among men in the religious
world at the present day ? Did they
originate with God?
that “'he is not the author of confu-
sion, but of order.” Did he inspire

We are told |

hrough Henry the Eight. How
was it that he started a echurch?
History informs us that it was sim-
ply on this ground—he was desir-
ous of having a divorce from his
wif% and the Pope would not grant
it.” li¢c.use this Henl]y had written
a book or Iiumphlet ni idefencﬂ l:-f_
pery amnd in opposition to the
ormation, for which the Pope
styledhim *‘Defender of the Faith;”
but when the Yope would not con-

men with ull these various dogmas

sent to grant the this

nglish kin

and theories? Certainly not. Who | divorce he became angry, and de-
did; where did they come from?|termined to start a church of his

Why, men, in various ages, many |own; and fortunatel

of them very men, bave tried
to stop the flood of evil, false doc-
trine, error and crime, and in do-
ing so, unaided by inspiration,they

or unfortu-
nately he had two pliant tools, ec-
clesiastics in the Catholie Church,
and to gratify their sovereign they
lent themselves to him to assist in

have made very great blunders. |carrying out his plan, and together

When the pope, through theinstru-
mentality of f.oyala, was sellin

indulgences ina shameful and dis-
graceful manner, Martin Luther
and other reformers rose up and de-

nounced it as an evil, and they
were right in that, for it was -an
evil, and a erime and an outrage
upon society, for it was bartering
that for money which God never
intended or authorized. Inquires
one—'"Did not Jesus give to his dis-
ciples ‘the keys of the kingdom of
heaven,’and say that ‘whosesoever
sins they remitted should be remit-;
ted, and whosesoever sins they re-
tained should be retained’?’” ¢
“Then why did not others have
that power?” They did, if they
obtained it legitimately; but not in
that kind of a way. Peter never

possessed power tp sell forgiveness
of sins, Fn the days of apos-

l

they started the Church of En-

g | gland, or the Episcopal Church as

it is now ealled. When Henry had
got a priesthood of his own he got
the divorce he wanted,and went on
his way rejoicing I suppose,at least.
in his way.

- We will now come (o some others
among the reformers. There was
John Knox, in Scotlwnd, a wvery -
zealous and very intolerant man,
nothing very pleasant about him,
some traits of his character I never
admired, and I have 1ead some
things imn his works that are not
very pleasant, gentle .or amiable;

es.”” | but he was no doubt a very sincere

and zealons Christian in his way, -
and sought to do good. Then there
was Calvin, another tolerably sin-
cere man in my opinion, and judg-
ing from what history tells about
him, he was desirous of stemming

ties there was a certain man who
saw the power of God made mani-
fest threugh their administrations,

v

the torrenf of evil »ad advancing
principles as far s¢ he Kknew
But whe w#nioug  them




