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The following ﬁhilnsnphical introdue.
'mn has bee'n written by Erother P. A

a.,nd uanslated by Brother Louis A.
Hertrand,

troduce toour Elders the objeetions of .

the ¥rench philosophy in a few short:
articles.

PiNE KANYON, T&ilﬂ.ﬂ \«"ﬁLLEﬂ{
Jan. 6th, 1869,
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Before discoursing
ty’s system, I will'say a few words on
Philosophy in (genern!

Philosophy (which is not to be ¢ con-
founded with the philosophical sys-
tems) is a science as old as the world.
It may be called the mother of all
acianm because they are bound wit,h

Philuao hy by their | rinei les, by t
meth.od y bge’fr ﬁniﬁ uimpﬁ: gso y
is the

u;lent:e of rinclpteg—it analyses
diseu and mrdlnatau them; an ci

axioms are borrnwed by all sciences, It
may be considered as .bmm of which
sther sciences are the branches, But

then, it will be said, what is the cause.
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siders ‘rin
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Yéality, it is bold ehou
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is vbrsr it s easy
enoug % hysical nteg matliematical
seianuaa rlsﬁ slowly from a known

trath %0 Zn unknown one, nse our
zbte, e (i Y
menbs COT experiments, in
portion we advance. But a philos q-
pher is delivered to his ewn etren,
and as the human brain is always de
tive in some place, it atural follows
that a philosopher is ly- liable
io present us, miumtluallj', and with
mueh smteri ty, dreams Of his imagina-
ton, a8 belng very logica ;lednmiﬂnl
of the p %]e upon whith'is founded
his whﬂ tem—a lucky man, still,
when his principleis not itself th& mere
product nf a Eickly brain.

But, then, making Philosophy ac-
countable for the errorg of 'its adepts,
must we forsake it and say with a cele-
nrated priest of the Romish Church:
‘“Remember, my friend, that Philoso-
phy is a monater of hell, worshipped by
man.'’ ' It would be a gm]ty rashness,
for we - Rnow what is lacking in the au-
called ‘philosophers.,” We can progress
in searching the {ruth, the Jjuet an the
right, lrith ar uemlﬂty of 'reasoning
aequal to that whieh 'guides the mathﬂ-
maticmn in’ the mlutiun of his
blems. God has spoken to'ts and is ﬁtﬂl
speaking to'us every day by the month’
of His
revealed to us the
truth; and that is not a vain affirma-
tlen, for His spirit bears teaﬂﬂlnuz
within us that we are in the
of truth. Wndowed with thnt certitude,
we can fearlessly abandon durselves to
that study, with the feeling of Panl
when saying: “Search all things, hold
fast that which is geod.”” When we
meet with a prefended truth, we eom-
pare it with principles of our faith,
«nd we soon discover its real value. In
exploring that 1ab rlllﬂ! we will take
mm not to lt ulip the leading
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ence during the seyenteenth cenw%w
roclaimed again by the mouth of
cartes that. the atud of the, human
mind was the basis of Philogophy. Such!
is the memn&nﬁ the . principle, sét: hy!
Descartes in these words, resuming his
method: L think~therefore I: aln,f”
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After Descartesall hilmphara ntm't-
ed from his fameus prinniplﬂ but every

cartes eXplained jthe formation of the

space h crooked atoms which cleave §
one to annt.hm Leibnitz invented. uni-
versal harmony. Bpinoza founded mod- §
ern pantheism, and msany others pro-}
claimed new systems and solutions, un-
til at Jast to eomplete the scientific se-
ries, there émerged from the fogs
Germany the solemn  and illustrious
Kant, who, between two puffs of asmok-

went back to hiﬂ cloud.
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middle of the eighteenth centu
Bolingbroke, in England; Voltaire
Dldarus, Samettrie, in Frlnﬂa. m
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to:be & religious man; the imputation-ef}
being an Atheist was repulsed as an in-

snlt by every individual eourting the

(2] of his fellow:men.
1860 Atheism has again ipulled off the
mask, and in spite of the rigid laws by
which the pressis ruled in France, it
numbers several orgaps. The mnjnn:;{
of the French newspapers areé 'Atheis

cal, and if a few of them accept still the
idea of God, it is only & com ortmg hg-
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took to found the religion’ of the futare.
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ious, which are considered by him as
certitudaﬂ are found some sketches
which we know are true. In short, he
is a philosoptier whose thoughts’ come
nearest to our faith. That is the reason
why we present him to the readers of
the NEws, thinking it is good and ex-
pedient t-tmt our Elders should: make
themselves ’ familiar with objections
which will be laid before tham. as I
most, earnestly : desire, the doors of |
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