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DlBOOTTIiSE rotTtYcrarx : toads.notions, he will make a failure of ft.
If he ia willing to hearken, is child -

various Chrlatian" aecta. Theyfound their faith, or profess to, apouthe Bible. Wnile-- we do- - not take
that position, while our faith Is not
founded upon the Bible ercn any
written book, when we compare the
Bible with what we do believe,
what God has revealed to us, we
find It eorres ponds; we i find that
God la the same yesterday, to day
and forever. ThI Book says that.

that you may know tbey are not of
me, : This la the order. While,
therefore, every man and .woman
can .receive . the Holy Ghoat
and know that God Uvea, can aik
and receive, seek and find, knock
and have the door opened to him;
while; everyone can have divine
light; and comprehend the truth for
himself, while it ia the privilege ot
every man to so live that "his soul ajESEr

spiritually clean and that . 1 came
from the water spotless. 1 could aay
with the ancient Apostle, - OM
things have passed away, behold all
things have become new. I was a
new creature; I was born again J A
change had been wrought upon me;
and ' my desires were to serve God
with all my heart, with all my soul,
and with all my . strength. - And
when hands were laid upon me by
the servants of God, and I received
the gift Of the Holy Ghost, I felt no
Physicial manifestation. I must say,
I felt a little disappointed at Crat.for
I had expected some such manifest-
ation, but I did not receive ' tinyat that time. . What did I experi-
ence? I ' found that my mind was
opened,that I had greater light; that
something -- had ' come Upon me by

downward In error and darkness; It
has been hard for them to walk' In
that straight - and narrow pathwhich leads upward to. light, to in-
telligence, to purity to the presence
of Him who is the author of truth;
and, therefore, the vast : majority of
the servants of God who have been
called to be speetal witnesses or the
Almighty to a fallen world, have
met with cruel and Inhuman treat-
ment from those to whom theywere sent." They have generallybeen persecuted; they have been
Sit to death in many Instances in

moat lgnomlnloua manner; theyhave been beheaded; they have been
torn asunder; they have been cast
Into furnaces and into dens of wild
beasts, and in order to escape mal-
treatment they, have roamed hills
and mountains,' concealing them-
selves in dens and. caves of the
earth; men bearing a heavenly mes-
sage, a message fraught with peace
and good will to all men, a message
too. Involving their; eternal welfare
and happiness; Thla ls the reason
why there has been so much igno-
rance in the world concerning God;
and it is in consequence of their dis-
obedience, in consequence of their
wickedness, In conssquence of their
love for darkness rather than light,

consequence of their choosing the
thing that come from beneath in
preference, to things that come from
above. For there are two opposing
spirits or Influences upon the earth.

princlples by which they may come
to a knowledge or God and be taughtof Him, and by which they maytake that course which, is right Ja
HIS 1 V :

The first principle of true religion
is faith. Jesus Christ Says, ".Excepta man be born again he cannot see
the Kingdom of God. Thiols verilyso. All people most be"bor t again"to be able to es the i Ktn loia of
God, or to be able to eprr prehendthe ways of the Xord.i,Is this a
mystery? No, it U plain and easilynnderatood wheat we gef the spiritand light of God upon it. Jeans said
also, "Except a man be born of the
water, and of. the spirit,! he cannot
enter inlOi the Kingdom of God," A'
change must take place in the! hit-
man heart. iMen muat'flrst be born
of the word of God which lives1 and
abides for ever, As the -ApostlePeter taya'being born agaln,not of
corruptible seed, but of Incorrupti-
ble, by , the word of God, which Jlv-et- h

and : abldeth forever." ; The
Apostle James says, "Of his Own
Will begat He ua with the word of
truth." and again we Tead "Faith
cometh by hearing, the word of
God." God's way la this: He calJa
men who are fitted for Hlawork,and
inspires them, and endows there,
with authority to represent Hint,
and - aenda them forth; to preachthe word of God. ' When they bear
their testimony to people who are
honest - in ' their hearts, ' who
desire the truth and who wish to
know of God, the Holy Spirit that
la in the servants of God, the Spirit
accompanying the word spoken by
authority, enters the hearts of such
people, and they are bora of the
word of God so that they can see
and comprehend i the truth. : A
change is wrought upon them by
the power and. influence of divine
truth, by which they are able to see
the truth as the speaker sees it; the
word spoken by the gift and power
of - God carries conviction to the
heart, and ; they at once bgn te
recognize the authority of Him a h
mparts the words of life to i H ui

They are born of the word an r
able to see and understand to a cur 4

tain degree, their faith and thnli
ideas having been I quickened
by the po er of God. The light and
influence of the Holy Ghost radla4
ting and proceeding from the Insplr4
ed speaker, accompanies hla word.
As his testimony la borne under the
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uxe, wiuiag 10 oe laugnt, say lag m
his soul, "O God, rnaaurest thy ways
to me, ana witn thy help I wui
walk therein,' the Lord will hear
and answer him and he will learn
of God, and , the more he walks in
the ways of the Lord the closer he
will get to God. But only by faith,
repentance, baptism, and by the
laying on of hands of thoee whom
God haa authorized, can the inhabit
ants of the earth receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost by .which they may
fully learn and comprehend divine
things.

'
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People marvel at tne condition of

the Latter-da- y Saints, at their trao--

tabillty, at ute ' mode or their wor
ship, at the manner In Which they
suatain , - the . authorities of the
Church:, and they conclude that
we are a people led by the craftiness
of men, that we , are under men
who are desirous to exert authority
and power, and be looked up. to as i

superior to their fellows. . They
reason In that way because they do
not understand us; because they do
not comprehend our ways, nor - the
way of the Lord. ; The ' reason whythe Latter-da- y Saint are as united
as they are,-a- s tractable, as willing
to be obedient, is because tney have
learned tfor themselves, the truth
of the Gospel they have espoused.
They Know tnere is a uoa;tney Know
that He lives; they know Jesna

the Son of God; they know that
by experience that if they hearken
to the voice or tne Xiora tne wora
of the Lord given to them through
His servants that they are happy,
that they have that peace of rwhich
I have sookeniandon the contrary.
it they disobey the counsels of hea-ven,;th- ey

have not that peace, theyare not satisfied . with themselves,
and they are in the dark. The rea--
Bon why the Jjatter-oa- y uaints are
so tractable, so united, and so f dei
voted ;to' the Gospel of thia
Church, is because they know some
thing about it ror tnemseivee; they
know It la; true, for God has borne
wltneea to "them, they have been
brought into communion with Him,
and this la tne aecret ox it. i i

Now. my brethren and alsters.you
know that what I am talking about
is true; you know it in 'your own ex- -

Hence, p rn tidy unoac naaKrne record to you that what I am
telling you la not fiction, but la a
Irvine laot. And we need not take
up the isi ble to reaa tne books oon--
taining tnerein to una ou tne tiutn
or our religion; wexnow it is uue
without that. Yet, when; we read
the contenatof thia book we'find that
it corresponds with that which God
has revealed to us. VVe do not de
pend upon the lnan vho baptised
us. or him who laid his nanus upon
us to impart the Jtloir Uhoet, for
knowledge of thia work, we depend
upon tne inspiration oiz tne jijora f
tne oniy source oi Knowledge or ai
vine things. Every man and every
woman in thisuhurch,and every boy
and girl ; who r has - received the
Gospel in sincerity andr haa
verily been bora agam&aa obtained
a testimony concerning this work
and knows of its divinity for him-
self or herself. But God has set m
the Church for our guidance and
dhectlon,! 'Apostles and Prophets,
ISvan Relists, Pastors. Teachera and
Bishops, Bad other authorities that
the Church With ! all lta tranche!
may be taught la the waya of
the 'Lord that there may
be order in f tne t Church,and that all things may be govern-
ed according to" the " will of. God.
And we know that when we heark-
en to the voice of thoe men we are
blessed of ,God. and when they apeak
to ua under the Inspiration of the
Holy Bplrit, the same Spirit In our
hearts bears witness to ua that what
they say is true. Some one may in
quire, If : all the people have the
Holy Ghost, If all the people are
brought to tae condition that they
may learn of God for themselves and
be gradually Jed into the presence or
tne .Father, wnat ' need of Apostles,
what need or Propbets, etc t There
la creat need or ..them. Thev are
absolutely necessary to the govern
ment or tne unurca and ' Kingdom
of God. Without them there could
be no proper church arovernment.
and, Indeed, without them we could
not receive the blessings that come
from the ordinances. - God's plan ia
to call certain men and endow them
with auttjoriiy,aad place upon them
the authority to act for Him. Thia is
called the Holy Priesthood, and in
inacnghtana authority tney preachand administer ', the , ordinanoea of
Hla Churcb, V It" ia throagh, the ao--
tharitv of this Holv Priesthood that
people are Inducted Into the Churcb,
through taat channel' tney receive
the gift I of the Holy Ghost,
without which It could not be con
ferred. - The Hols - Spirit - ia coored
out universally, as I have before re
marked, jso that all people re
ceive it;i but the gift of the
Holy Ghost Is a higher endowment
by which man may be brought into
communion with the Lord . after
having received the ordinances,
whleh must be ' administered 4 by
mea holding the Holy - pmathood
and authorized to offlolate therein.
That la God's way-- When people
receive thia divine blessing tbey be
borne members of ills .uhurca, an
or? animation ordained for the benefit
and blessing of God'a people: an cr- -

ganlzation which in all respects Is
after the ancknt pattern. . In be-comi-

members of the Church we
cubecribe to the rules thereof. 2o
Undue influence , is used to Induce
people to join our Church, cr to re-
tain . their membership after they
have joined II; if they do net wieh
to subscribe ., to the rules of the
Church, they are at liberty. to sever.A T f 111 A Mtneir conaecuon witn ii, cut u tneydo retain their standing la It, thtyaxe expected to' aubscrlhe to its
rules. At the bead of thia Church
are three men who are united ia all
thinga aa to Its government, repre-
senting the Holy Trinity . ho also
are one; not eaae in personality, but
one m spirit, one in zaitn. one in
t'on, one ia dssire, one .. in cbject.
We have a PniiJmt and tia Cnnn.
Ec!ar; who stand at the head of the
Clmrch I The ; President stands mt
the head of that quorum. ; God calls
him to te Hla mouthpiece - to , tbe
whole body. If1 the Lord ami aay
revelaiicna fcr the Church, as aa
crsalzJ LcJy, He conimnalcatea
tlieia throuh the head. Ia the
cf tala Church He warned id fc:re
warnea ta ,L.i;;:r-- t ty l.. aa txn
organised comtaunlty,not to Receive
rereTxtlons throu-- h any rne rnve
the head of the Church. The Lcrd
tzld, "Aad ; thia ye t!u!l hnir tz
sureaij iizt u.cra u cca cer cvp- -

rcuitri catayca to rttzirs tia c3mandmenta until he te trc, if be
aMde-taraar-- ' ru'llUtken: frosn hist he kLiTJ i ct'l.av
power excpt to apoJ-i- t L- - z'zlahla stead; ;asc;t itzzH be
lit? : xz.t. reu, ";'ca
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X feci thankful, my brethren and be
biatersi tlit I have thai privilege, to

, ithiyou, of aAmbllag la tbla
plvse t(K, worship God; ind I feeJ

vary thankful ihat w are able to
meet and worship God lit the way
that Io has appointed; and that the
religion that ire have embraced Is
iio cunningly devised fable of man.
Uifc Is fhe very truth of he eternal
(Jod and haa ben cent down from
heaven in these latter tines for our.
benefit, for our guidance, and for

, our salvation, if we will hearken to
'' and obey It. . f .. ' t of

The God whom we worship la not
a God pf cur own Invention, but a
God who haa revealed Himself to
us to a certain decree, ami who haa
poiutoJ out to ua the way In which

- we shduld walkj . There Ja a preva-
lent lu'ea In the world that all the
Gad tliete 1?, la Bach aa ,men have
framed and fashioned ln,their own
miuds It la true that the people of
Ue ciif th in different ages have im-a&lne-

great many --thliigs Hn re
,

&ri ta Dalty. They have eet up
Ujtfa t their own, iwovahlpplng
tli8ai according to their own no--
tiuua. But this la not the case with
tue ttfpie called Latterjiiy Saints.
They bare not framed and faahlon-- d

a t4lug to fall down before and
worabp; but they havtf received to
c jminuaicitiou from a Divine Being
with' Jaitxuctiona how tfcey thould
act, mi those inBtruottohsi form
tLsjr rb.igion. The leadera of this
Church have not Invented the sys-
tem; i;but every principle connected
therewith haa been revealed from
on high. . ; r 3

The ;God whom the 4Crl4tlan9'?
worehjJp is a being of their own ere-ation-r-

Indeed, there can be nuch
a being aa they ueacrlbe htm jto be;
tbey bave formed certain notions
coucerning deity, and thert they
have formulated those ncllons into
article offaith or rellgloni So with
the heathen nations, so called. They
bave formed Idola of wood kwX 8 tone;
others! have chosen the heavenly
bodiesi sacn aa the sun, wnicn re-- -I

ptetent to them certamj qualities
whlchithey think deity should pos-
sess. Not that the heathen nations I
really and truly worship the wood Is' or the atone, as suotiibut the (mages
whlchithey set up. or tlae object
which they, adore merely draw their
attention to something behind and
above and greater than;thoe objects.

with the' Iloman ifCatnolle.
- Wheal he bows , down Ibefore the
lmaze of the Virgin Mary J or before
the image ef the Bavior .'upon the
ctojtr, he dots not profess to worship
th picture or the image; . these are
merely methods to lead the mind to
soul thtej; to; ond wnat tae natural
eye ate. But then, theae varioua

. ditlel which 'people .woiahlp are,
after allthe emanation of their own
taioJc; tney are gods of their own
Invention. Herein lies , the great
diSaretuce between, the; aocta I of
t'Drietendom aad " of heathen

.
; dorxi. and the Church of Jwii Christ

o'Latier-da- y Saints. Tl?e people of
tbis i peculiar ! unorcn worantp a
Being who has to some extent man-lfesU- d

himself to themg and who
: has ill told -- them - wAat they

know s co im mi 'a iIlm.And the
revelations He has mad to uj of
Himielf, and of the GospfJ of salva-
tion;! tht we have received have
been! given In this our da and time
through men; whom Hat Himself
hai choaan for this purpo0.' 60 with
regard to the diflerent prdlaancea
kad docttiaei of theChorcia to which
w Daiong; ani so witn our mode of,

aud everything belongingIt haa Kl been
fSorhip, us, and we afecept It as

from a hlgfcer source.
oonalats of that which

OaJ reveiJa to us, not of that which
we make ourselves and tften offer to
Him.f Home pejple seem, to-hav- e

the idea that God ought? to receive
their ;worship, no matt.V Ja what
way it t Is tnade; that Ha oajht to
accept the ordinances Which theyadminister or receive. no tnatur
what they may be; that J1 the wor-Sh- ip

which they offer uzhttobe
aooepted by Deity, no; rnattr In
wnat snaps or form It may be devis
ed. This Is because the inhabitants
of the earth do not understand the
true and Irving Uod and Hla ways.
The Lord will not accept: that which
jHeUfmtslf has no appro Intel; He

a-l- not acknowledge tnt whicn He
Mimaelf haa not revealed. The
Inhab)tanta of the earth are, of
ipoorse, at liberty 'to deride modes

,;pf worship, and they easy i frame
jlUelx j own religious ' tenets and
doctrines, but these are hot accept.
pie

.

to the Lard, neither. la it reason- -
. .v j l i t A

uie tpat xie snoajj do cxpectea to
ccept them. When Gad manifests
unaelf to the lnnabiunta or the

th j and ' reveals to them truth,
aa makei known to them eraman

lea, then the people are vUnder obU- -

f gatina to receive that which Gxl
nu maniiMiHi: DuiuiM '&imiiakrii not under obligation to accept that
Ifhlch man has Invented It Is true
Ibat the doctrines which God haa re
ffcaled la these latter days are not
mw. that they are not revealed for
tba first time, became we are living
1 i the latter days: In piavloos ages
it the world God manlfestedhlm
iflf and revealed to the inhabitants
Ot the earth His ways and called
Ulon'them to walk lnHle path;
lad, therefore, a great many things
which God has revealed to ua may
be found In the ancient Scriptures.
Xiolymen of old, called la the same

;Way aa men are In these days --iiave
.14ft on record some thlnsa which
Mod htaalested to them; and thyare. wnttml in: tae isizd ana ia
B-- t of Mormon, and in ' records
teat hava Kun lrt nt 'which Will
t6 brought forth tin thli erea) and
ltdUpaaaitloa of God'a mercy.ita

i aan tio we may ta&aup inaeoox
eUed the Bible and read a great
Hfcy principles which : have been

a'-i-e manlfeat to us In our day; bnt
ido .not s take them from the

i ffiblfe or any of these reoord. We
fpceive them because God -- haa re--

u them t to ua; and when-w- e

Bh i the Bible or any 1 f the
Mka written by Inspiration, andmi written therein many thing

LQfch. correspond to that which
d;has revealM ta n. thnv asrve ta

jj'lfoberkto the living word of Ood
fPc5 .haa cone down direct to ua

ii he diflerent seels ; la Christen
profesa to take tlia Bible, tfcp

IzHt New Ttatataeht. as ' Csclr
10 "lotion; and theyeay.iFuataoever I n frttmrf v,-- vin rd

I 2?i-- PTd taereiy. 1 not to
m an article of fal-- h.

and that his works are one eternal
round. Truth la not new; it may

revealed anew, and may be new
the people to whom it is revealed.

liut tnere is only one plan or salva-
tion, one true and everlasting Goei
pel. That (gospel God revealed In
the: beginning; that gospel God has
revealed at different times: and in
theae latter days he haa revealed
the same old gospel again in great
plainness, and prepared the way so
that all people who desire the truth
may come to the knowledge of it
without being left to depend dpoh
books that were written hundreds

years ago, He having poured out
upon man again the same spirit to
guide and direct them and to en-
able them to understand God and
His purposes, tbat men; had who
wrote the Uungs contained in the
Bible or In any . other inspired book
left on record. And herein la an in
other great difference between the
religion of the Latter-da- y Balnta
and all otner religions In tne world.
We nave a living faith, a Uvlns
God, and the living word of God '. te
guide and direct ua every day ofour
lives. When we read the letter of the
word of the .Lord given ages aeo.
that has been handed down -- from
generation to generation, we have as
the: satlefaction of knowing that
the thinga which God has revealed

us were revealed to the ancients;
and that by receiving these things
they came to know God, whom to
know is life eternal;, and we are
thereby encouraged to imitate their
examples, and also to avoid the er
rors which they fell into, j !

Now although we do not base our
faith upon the Bible or any other
written work, yet at the same time
there are no people upon the face of
tho earth who believe so much in
the sacred scriptures left on record
and handel j down to us, as do
the Latter-da- y Saints. Though we
are not dependent upon book for
our religion for our religion . would
exist if there were no books in exist- -

enoe,at the same timewe manifest byoar works that we. have more faith
in the Bible than the people who
profess to base their faith upon it.

At the beginning of our religion,'!
may use that term-b- ut really there
no beginning, for it la true, and

troth is eternal without beginning
and without end; every principle of
truth always had an existence, and
when, therefore, I say beginning of
our religion,! mean the blginning
of the revelation to the people in
the day in which wo live when
our religion was first revealed the
world was In Ignorance concerning
God and Hie ways.- - It la true there
was a glimmering of light concern-IngHi- m

which was obtained through
reading the Bible and other works
containing the 2writings of then
who in former times were to some
extent inspired. For the Inspiration
of God in olden times was not con-
fined to the men who wrote the
Jewish, Bcxlptnrafl. The -- Jewkh
prophets revealed the word of God;
the holy men of God who moved
among the people In that nation
were inspired from on high; but
God haa permitted his Spirit, which
ta the light cf truth, and which man-
ifests truth, to be poured oat upon
all the inhabitants of the earth to
some extent; for in that they live
and move and have their being, and
all people of any age, race or coun-
try who seek unto God with an hon-
est heart in fervent prayer, desiring
truth and to be taught of God, will
be enlightened by Him. There
have been inspired bards and sages
and poet, who have ottered words
of truth, words of inspiration con-

cerning things of which they had
been enlightened of - God. And
many thing that such men wrote
have been recorded and handed
down, and scrap of them may be
found among all nations and peo-
nies. As the Apostle Paul says,
"God hath made of one blood ail na
tiuns of men for to dwell on ait tne
face cf the earth, and hath deter-
mined the times before appointed,
and the bounds of their, habitation;
that they should seek the Lord, if
haply they might feel after bim,and
find him, tnaugn ne oe not iar irom
every one or ua. jror in mm we
live, ana move ana nave our
beina: as certain, aiao or your

raid, "or we areown Doeta. have
.' a aa. ialso nia onsDnnz. xiis spina nas

enlightened mankind in all S&es to
a certain extent; ror tne spirit or tne
Lord, which gives light to the hu-
man understanding .ia the spirit by

hlch we live; it la tne spirit or iignt;
it: la the spirit or lire. Ana as
the light, that proceeds forth
from that aiorioua luminarr. the
sttar, gives X'gM" totha earth and
also light to vegetation and to toss
ana Destt. bo ana epins. m. xum
who created t has been poured out
upon all 'people, and upon all ani
mated thinga: maeea, we are tota
a the revelations cr uoo. tnat tne

llzhC which lights oar eyes : Is
tarougn iim mat aniigntenetn our
underatandinga, -- and Is th same
llgn.tcas, proceeaa iroca tne bosom
of God, arm that fills the immensity
of space; that It ia - the. same light
thatiigntens every man mat com
eth into 'the world the Jew the
Gentile, the bond and the free. We
are told, that "there is a spirit in
man ana tne inspiration of the - Al
mlahty eiveth them understand
tag; This la that spirits It lathe
Ujnt of Chrlau it is the Uht eX God.
It is the life of oar bodies, and it is
also the light of oar minds. Thai
sp'rlt ii not oonnnea to one race of
people or to one CTJunuy. or m one
a?e or frenerauon. but it la onlver.
sal; It is cf Him lawnomwe live
and move aaa neve our ocang; is at
tne true llznt - tn ugnteut everv
tnsa'ttat coraeth iatd the world.
And If all men weald te guided by
that, natural lUht. that natural
lsppiraUon which give themsntdes- -
etauamz. ana y wmoo tney exist,
t!-- c would be guide JI dlreetlyf to
Him who la the fountaJa of all light:
thv wcnlJ then te in a 'condition
to be pmmuaipated with by Him
who la their Maker and Creator. Bat
the inhabitants c the earth have
bTi from the -- I -- inning prone to
walk in fbe' ways or. car&nesa rather
ihn i la the llr'H. because as Jeetn
rrr.UIsrd it, 'thtSr dr&ia are evll.
Th'i in tha nasan why there la so
mnoh i rncrance la the world coa- -

w.Tin9 n-v- l and His ways.
1 QUI Vi-k- i.'iu, mm v. c .kllllnas ralsea up men wno vu."""jwho learned of Ulna, and who pat

themseWss Li fiucti a caaoita taat

shall be full of the light of heaven,
by which he may comprehend! the
purposes of God as they shall affect
men and nationa, yet, aa a member
of the Church he must hearken to
the voice of Him who atanda at the
head, foil that Is the order. ' JVIy
house is si house of order, saith the
Lord, and not a house of confusion.
If Ha has anything for the Church;
as an organized body, He will speak
through tthe head; and if weTare
enligtenod by tthe Holy Spirit we
will see the safety ef It, we will see
that without this order we would be
liable to t be led astray. God will
Hot . speak: to His Church.
through the foot, but through the
head.r And ir the body la of the
same ipirlt as the head, it . will re-
spond, Just as the members of the
human body, if in a healthy odndt-tion,respon- d

to the will of tbe head,
lnemy thing that the Individual at
tempts to do. The man standing at
the head noius tne keys or revela-
tion to the Church: but each Indivi
dual may; receive revelation for him
self, if he haa the gut of the Holy
Ghost. Ana tne epiritpy wnicu God
reveals through the head,ia the aame
spirit by which He reveals to the
lnaiviauai ror nia own Denent. xne
Church of Christ la a united body;
t is not divided airalnat ltselj be

cause It ia true, and 'truth is indi-
visible, it la eternal and cannot be
destroyed, neither does it bear teatl-mon-y

against itself, ' Herein la the
unity of the j Saihta. l When;. the
President of the unuron epeaaa, tne
whole body responds, and when he
brings forth anything for , our guid-
ance, we say in our hearta, under
the aame innuence by which he is
inspired, that la the word of God.
and we rejoice in It and hearken jto'
it. i Thereby are the faith and obedi-
ence of the Latter-da- y Saints ; made
manlfeatJ And they do thia not to
man. but to God. Through, the
head of the Church the voice of God
oomes to the people, and when they
obey it, it la not to man they bow,
for the Latter-da- y Hainta are not
man-worshippe- rs. They have Come
out from the midst "of priest
craft, they have - thrown of the
yoke 01 j benaage, and put on the
liberty Of the everlaatlng Gospel:
and When, they yield to the author
ity of . the Holy Priesthood, theybow to Uod Aimighty,tbelr Father,who Is represented in His servants
upon earth, and not to man; "Cure
ea ia ne was puttein nia trust in
man, or maketh flesh hla arm.' We
worship God our heavenly Fathers
in the name of Jesus Christ, under
tae innuence 01 tne uoiy Bplrit jmdthat which we obey we receive aa
coming from : Him and H not from
man. j That Ja the order. If we have
eyes to see, ana hearts to compre
hend it-- And it la the same with all
the different authorities of the
Church, each one In hla place and
cauing; one not mterrermg with
other, every part and portion of the
Holy jrrieathood toeing adapted to
every other part, aa each part of the
human ays tern is adapted and
essential: o the well belngftheother parts. "' The head cannot
say it to the; : feet, I , have ' no
need or thee; neither the loot
say to tbe head, I have no need of
thee, . bat each part haa need ef the
other. And there la unison In i it;
there Is beauty In it. No oneofacer
or member or ? the priesthood can
encroach upon the privileges of . an
other; but earn one has ; his duties
defined, and all are necessary for the
order - and ' government:;; of t the
Church, for the, preaching of the
Gospel,; for the fathering of the
Saints, for ". the instruction of Ihe
people that all might be led in the
path or uie. until tney come to me
fulness k of the knowledge i; of the
Bon of God, and be like a perfect
man in Christ Jesus. Apostles are
necessary In their place; Seventies
in theirs; High Jfriests in. theirs;

lder, Jtrleata, Teachera audi Dea-
cons In their; Bishops and Prsefr
dents cf Btakea "etc.. In theirs,; all
having; been appointed I and ordain-
ed of God. -- Thia - organization is
unique in Its character: there Is
nothing like It among the lnatltu--
tlona of men, there la nothing like
It In the worlds . There la nothingof an earthly character to be com
pared with It, It la beautiful,! it Is
dorioua. It is harmonious, it is neiv
feet, because It is the work of Gcd.
And if we would carry It out fully
and perfectly, what m .splendidwe would have! t What a
mighty people we would be! - a j peo-
ple whose God is the Lord, all mov-
ing along In perfect harmony, each
one accomplishing rua part ia tnis
great and mighty wei k.iS Butw
are like the rest of mankind, to some
extent we are prone to do evil, we
are prone to follow our own W7
to fae our own courae, to be isun-neck- ed

and wilful..
3 JSow, my brethren: and slaters, we
have eome out from the world,we
have come measurably to.a know
ledge of tbe truth, to a knowledge
of. God; i we .i know that' He Uee,and we know that by taking the
eouree pointed out to us by the ser-
vant ef God who have .been ap-
pointed to lead us. In dm time we
shall return to Our Father and God,
and we shall see Him aa He te', and
be like Him. and: Inherit i the full
ness of His glory. : t ,;r: :;-m-J-

That wejnay be able to take this
course la my prayer, In the name of
Jesus. lAinsn.-.- t - - j
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which I could see clearly thai things
of God; , and .when I read the
scriptures new light , dawned upon
them. I waa brought up to believe
in the Bible. I had read it when a
child, and committed a great deal of
It to memory; and ' when I received
thia gift from the Almighty through
the laying on of ' hands, It brought
those things that were past to my
remembrance; they h stood L up
clearly and in bold relief before me,
and I could comprehend something
concerning God. I could feel that!
was in communion witn Lim.
When I prayed I could realize that
my! words ' were : heard, that God
hearkened and l answered ; When I
prayed for knowledge and under-
standing concerning the things of
God, they were manifested to . past.
It broueUt to me that which is
Called in the scriptures, "the peace
of God that passeth all understand-
ing.' The joy. the peace, the satis- -

faction that It brought to eonW
not! be described In words. I knew
that my Jtederjmer lived; I knew
that I waa born NgaJn; I knew the
Holy t Spirit 'was working in my
heart; " Truths were- - mjjnlfeated to
me that I had never heard of or read
of, ibut which I afterwards heard
preached by : the servants of the
Lord; all thia was testimony to me
that I had received the truth.' ? I
make mentlonlof this because I
kuew this to .be the experience of
others." ..When I aaw . tho, gifts and
blapalnga of the Gospel maulfeated,
it jiaa a renewed testimony- - to me.
When I saw the sick; healed, heard
oeoole sneak in tonades. and ? then
heard others give the interpretation,ana artarwara sew we eame iui--
filled, many times In a wonderful
and. .marvelous manner, all . these
thinga were additional teatlmonies of
the OlTlnity of thU work. '. When I
was only a hay.I was called to leave
my home . and . friends none of
whom had: received ' the Gospel to
go out Into: the world among atran.
gerstnrning my back, upon home,
and leaving everything to go and
preach the Gospel without purse or
scrip, I 'received further evidence' of
the truth of this work, for a great
anany things were made manifest to
me durmg . my missionary expen-eno- e.

When i baptized people and
laid my hands upon them, confirm-
ing them members of. this Church,
they bore testimony that the Holy
Ghost come upon them, .which bore
record to them that God lived, and
that this was Hla work. And when
I laid my hands upon the sick they
were healed. Ail these things were
additional testimonies to me, and to
those who received the "word through

$ I refel to thia also .because this -- la
the experience of so many of the
Klders of thia Church; and you have
the testimony In your hearts that
what I say ia true. Wherever the
servants of God- - have gone bearing
tnia message, ana the people nave
received it and obeyed the require-
ments of the Gospel, they- - have, re-
ceived the Holy Ghost as a gift from
on high; and if they have been led
by) its r flight-- It has Increased
in -- tbeta ! day by f day, and they
are atUI going on, their light grow-
ing brighter and brighter unto the

lives; they know that His existence
is not a my th; they xnow mat jeis m' veritable Being, that Ue . la
their Father and their God, ever
ready to hear-- the cry of Hla chil
dren when they are willies to hear
ken tor His counsels; ahd they know
that they are framed sad' fashioned
after His likeness, and that all the
functions and attributes of Deity are
duplicated ; in them!' "that through
years or fattnrainess ana progress in
the scale or being - ana enlighten
ment, they may . develop Into the
full majesty of Hla peifcctiona and
Decome use rum. "

The Holv Ghoet. this ereater en
dowment of that spirit whieh natnr
ally ehll :'ateneth every .man- - that
coca3 Liw tLe world, Is eonferred
upon us through srrdmple process.
the way that God has ercf&lned; and
it can eome Ins no other : way. . If
there should be any In. thia congre-
gation this afternoon who desire to
know uod, or lr they desire to know
themselves, they must take' this one
course they can do al , they please
about It, either to receive . or reject
it, but If they want the blessing of
It, they must seek for It In Hla way.
They cannot- - get it throng a man
made syatetna: uod. haaUU own
way. He axknowlediras hot, neith
er,does He recognise the ' ways of
men; nus - tr - people will hearken
to--t Him and 1 walk " 1n His
ways --t He-j'w4- U .be f 5 nigh unto
tnem. ana-wu- t- bear testimony to
them in language that they, by the
power and rift of His spirit can un
derstand. ; Bat they must believe;
they ts must i alao repent; and
that repentance that la nccca
aary does not consist In weepingana mourning over am, but in turn
lag' away from it. jmo man can
make God his friend by continuingin aln, neither can any woman. In
order to come near unto God and to
be taught of Him. they must te
humble and child-lik- e, they must
be, wiliiag. to receive instruction, be--

ins, determined la their hearts to
tucn r away from wroaz-doin- z of
every kind, and to cleave unto that
wxuen larigbt. - This ia a - lesson ror
Latter-da- y Saints aa well aa latter-da- y,

s&XLcrav A If we wit to learn
more of the thiols and ways of Gad
if We want to draw near to Him'
we must be humble and child-lik- e,

tractable In our feature, making our
selves acquainted with that which
uoa nas revealed, and, walking la
the way which Hat ti pcJaUi oat.
If the lahabiUnts ef.tha earth' vlll
walk aceordlc to the light thatGod
has givta. ty U.isa, r htlLir by. the
spirit that coraea to them naturally
uxmMUf tuzui, or oy that nioev en- -

orosaenj ci.d le !Xt of the H

greier.4 jCeree.a cf .t , power RGd
i::ht, and their pathway --ivEI be
come bri'hter and brl rhfir even
to fae perfect day. If ther be any

i
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Just as there are light and darkness.
They cannot dwell t together; they
always were and always will be at
war one with another, but one flees
away at the approach of, the other,

when the light Of the morning
beams forth over the hill tops, dark-
ness flees away. H'lin .f i

The Inhabitants of the dearth have
been willing to be led by the Influ
ence of darkness;! for there la a
spirit of darkness upon the earth as
well as tne spirit or ugnt, wnion
leads to death aa surely and certain-
ly aa the spirit of light leads to life.
In the beginning God gave to man
his agency, leaving him to choose I

either light or darkness, truth or er-
ror, as he might' please. ' When
men choose to receive the light of
truth, the aplrit of truth prompts
them ' to do good, but it does not
force them to do so; it is gentle and
kind, and will enlighten and bleu if
people are willing to receive and act
upon, its promptings; but if ; men
choose to walk la their own ways,
they are at liberty to do bo without
lefor hindrance, sd far as the spirit
of light forcing Itself upon them to
compel them to walk in the way of
the Lord, Is concerned, i The Inhab-
itants of the earth generally , have
ehoeen to walk in the paths which
lead to death; tbey have chosen that
which is evil and loved It, rather1
than that which la good; tnereorej
they have not been - led upward to
the gouroe of Jieht. of been able to
communicate with Him. . .

Whan our Heavenlv Father com- -
menced thia work with .which yon1 1

.v j a I -- !.J I

In darkness and without knowledge
concerning God. There was a little
glimmering of - light among them;
concerning some . thinga pertaining
to God whicn men haa read about
in the Bible;' and there were some
individuals ln other generations
who, searohiag after truth, obtained
some comprehension, cf tha princi
ples of truth, bat ti-s- y knew not
God nor the ways Of God. There
was no definite knowledge in this age
concerning Deity until God man
ifested nimseir ' to ' tne" pro-
phet Joseph : Smith in His ? own
person and by His Son. Joseph saw
the Lord and heard the heavenly
voice, saying, "This Is my . Beloved
Son, hear ye Him: and he was in-

structed by the mihlstratkm of per-
sonages direct from: the presence of
Xelty,m regard to tne tnings or uoa.
8o that when he came to lay the
foundation or this work, he did not
attempt to lay It accordlogf to his
own notions and ideas, or according
to that which he had read in books,
or that whicn lie naa panaerea
over, or that which he or other men
had Invented; bat i he made known
to others what God revealed to him.
And when he bore testimony that
God lived.- - that Jesus who died on
Calvery was the f; Son? of God, he
testified of that which he knew, be-

cause these Divine being had mani
fested . themselves to him.

Joseph Bmith was given to under
stand of the existence of a certain
record written by men who, in for
mer times, In like manner naa re-
ceived the word bt God upon this
continent. The place of ita ' .exis
tence waa also shown to mm, ana
lie was inspired of God to translate
that record i into the isnglian lan- -

gnae. inow, josepn cmita in
performing - that great work receiv-
ed, continually, evidence of the di
vine origin or wnat as .wrote w
caused others to write. It was not
the emanation of his own brain, or
something i that ' he . had con-

cocted, but . was i the "work
- aim. S 11

of the ixrai as written oy tne
servants of God in ancient times, re-

vealed to him by the power of the
Lord God that he mlsht translate it
into our language - Ha in regard to
the revelations given to " this
Church, and concerning every doc
trine and principle pertaining u our
faith. They, did not spring irom
his thoughts, they were not the pro-
duct of hla mind; but they were re-
vealed te him by the mmiatration of
holv ansreU. and by the inspiration
of that dpfrit which gives light to
the tmderstaading. For he received
bksainsra to a greater 'degree than I

are poured out commonly upon the
.klMMM m9 .n mm mmmm Ytm gmm

mllnA a anaAlal wnrk Kll
mind was enligntenea rar Deyona i

the condition of hla fellow-me- n, for I

rini hMtAwi nrvm him ac ane nra. i

time the gift of the Holy Ghost,Eer whjah he, as w all as men an--
ciantly, understood and spoke and
wrote ua mma ana wiu cr usa.
And Joaeplf Smith learned" how to
obtain that glorious and heavenly
gut not only ror himself but rr
others, ana he wis enanjea to in-

struct the inhabitants cf the earth
how they could obtaSa It, how they
could coma to-,- a of the
troth for tbemseivee-- , and ooaimtine
with God for tixemselvea; how they
could obtain a knowledge of His ex
istence through "ibis heavenly girt,
so that they miht he guided in His
ways and arrow that taey were
walking in His paths. 3omf,n could
not find this out la and of himself;
it was revealed. to him from, n
hlehj and so with every, doctrine
and principle, every crdinanee and
comraandsaent , that is la the
Church, of Jesua Chri:totIsttcr- -
cay Cainta. "

, 1 v -

lyow although thla religlda la di-
vine, coming from God direct, It la
not a mysterious rl!"Ion as some
suppoae. . It Urtry i.yerj sim-
ple and very easy to fc. undrstcci.
All people t th fica cl t t ill
may con?'-'Kf.- i it; It Eisy - be
broht. i , n t tl e cj - --

ct t-i-
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lnfioenoe of the Holy Ghost and by
authority from on high, conviction
aeises hold of the people,and if they
are honest in their hearts and desires,
it bears record In their souls. ''Light
cleave th unto light and intelligence
unto intelligence." We know ; this
by experience. When theservants
of God first bore testimony to us, a
different lmpresalon I was--t- o pro
duced upon us to I any that
we had . experienced when listen.
mg ao tae preaoaers pi tne uuxer-e- nt

sects; it was the effect of truth
preached by the power of the Uvlnst
God; it bore testimony .to our spirits,
and we felt that ft was! true. We
could not explain ; why ; we could
not. perhaDt. eomnrehend the
chance, but we knew that sometM
ing had come to us diflerent from
anything we had ever before receiv-
ed: we felt that .it was true: the
spirit of God bore record in our souls
that it waa true: we were born of
the word, and we could see that this
was the woxk of God, and therefore
could yield willing obedience to the
ordinance of baptism

' for remission
of . alns by one having authority,
from God. After we had been bap-
tised we were anxious to have hands
laid upon our heads that we might
receive the gift of the Hely Ghost.
Inusing that term, the "gift of the
Holy Ghost,' we do not mean some
particular gift of the Spirit, but the
gift of the Spirit itself the Holy
Ghost given untous aa a gift from
God.We will find that term, "gift
of the Hory Ghost' used In the old
Scriptures - and. 'in the- lattar day
Scriptures. It is the Holy Ghost itself
given unto ns as a gift from the
Almighty. '(Then laid they their
hands upon them, and they receiv-
ed the;" Holy Ghoot." The
promise Is to those' vrho wjll re-

pent and be baptized for the remis-
sion of aim: thev . shall receive

the gift of the Holy Ghost" What
IsitV It is a greater and -- higher
endowment of the same spirit
which enlightens every man that
comes Into the world; greater
power given unto ua aa an - abiding
witness, ' to bs a , light to our feet
and a lamp to our path; as a res-
traint against sin, to guide us Into
all truth, to open up the vision of
the mind, to bring things past te
our remembrance, and. to make
ma o ifest things to come. - It is the
spirit of trutn -- that reveals the
things of the Father and the 8oh,
proceeding from the presence of the
Almighty and the .very, glorv In
whiAh TTn la enrobed, which, makes
him like unto a consuming fire. , If
we receive that heavenly KUt ail
are brought into "communion with
Him; , we ; can .understand some
thing Concerning Sim, that we
may pattern after Jllm until we be.
coma like Him: for if? we are con--
tlnnallv raided by that spirit, even
tnallv we twill me back to Hla
presence and be able to enjoy the
lullnesi of His - glory. And while
we remain In the flesh He will not
be a stranger to ua; we will not
walk In the dark like the majority
nf mankind, but - we will be the
children of the llghTcornprehend- -
Inir the truth as it is m mm, araa
seeing the path In Which fftfMf
walkvi 'f Hit.

heard the word and be
5ved it: faith sprang up In ccr

Mil Vara haDtized: KM WBCH thO
servant pi uou iwuw,wjji'r'their missions from .the AlmUhty,tiewno naa oeeu wruunw ujuw
handa of Joaeph Bmith or 3thers
khnm Tim hid oMAined. laTJ. tat-- T

heads wa ' received
Ute gUt cf the Holy ChosU UVhat
was the nature f the Influence that
waa bronjnt to bear upon ua? some
tihvalcal exhibition &t powwt Ko.
could 'try body- perceive j that, there
was a chsr" la us? JHo Ithlaknot.- -

I know how I felt," I csa ; war. tesu-
iarrerard to my "own ex

mtImim. and I think that mv ex
perience la thia reepectiaUiAtof

WbKi I heard the wcxl.IheHaV-- 4

if fsri-- f trta?Gfed in lt.snd I rrtjed
to God fervently J was bat afcuy t
thai time --ia the rtameiif ills es3
Jesus that He wouldmaci.:8t tir jwhether this waa true or net, tLt I

in At m" tt-!tr- d hv S'.tlV CUU--
ntnlv deviled fAble: that I mlsht
not be kd aztrs.yrthat no impostor
d?'bt fcatasanyt power over tae;
but that I ra'rt X r--wd ia the
steps I was fcbout-- to take, by the
li;7ht cf QclD I: trajed earnestly
and f rventiyi --to im7 Ieavfeiiyr.'Jierla :tke xxsmecf Jeau?, time
as.i t:ie sc-'a-- ? faJixca-vlnc- J

ia ray, be-- rt tvtt tu,i x-?-rk

xr itiri.lt -- : if L J t --3

aoaurance that -- xy t'i vrer x .

..-o-- ia mem, it ia l-- e theywal2 ia tbe wya cf C be-t- "-
5 ttij tLa dc Is cf t!L-- Koriw cczia c-- ta C : I x JLz La

haa pst frty fc!at-s-r- -d t'i f-- " --a
t- -i ii :. :u l : :
If 1jJJL 3 taat C. a, 1 cc a u
Lla tzz.iti tcccr t Lli whlj lzI

He could coramunkata with them,
8nd.thro?;h then,ti rt cf
r.anktad, csaimLj t , sit: toae
mea have been ;d and rr sct--

by thi T--zl V

aot tla teaiilr- - cf x 7 ; ; sLill
nlE-for-e yoa ti iir' 'zzatj

cosri-j;driat- a. And tLli I give
yea t.t yea xzzj t--t ta CcctlrtJj
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