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pute. The ity wus interested in it.
Upon it turped the question of the
Jimits of the power of the Council to
issue city bonds; Therefore, whether
the schoo! district was a distinet mu-
picipality or a part of the city organ-
ization,it was proper for the Council to
seek for a legal opinion, and it was
proper for the attorney to give ore,

The City Attorney may be wrong.
Beveral lawyers are emphatic in their
dissent from his views. We regard
the question ar stiil open. A great
deal can be sald on both sides. The
City Attorney is not a court, and it
will take a court of vompeteot jurisdie-
tlon to decide this momentous ques-
tlon. The tformer City Attorney gave
learped opinions which the City Coun-
¢il rejected. So this opinion of the
present attorney is by no meanns the
end of controversy.

The other questions raised by oun es-
teemed currespondent are worthy the
consideration of all the taxpayers
They should weigh: well the conse-
quences of assuming the heavy bur-
den proposed by the School Board, in
view of the further burdens which
may apd will be imposed if the City
Alttorney’s views of the Inw prove to be
correet.

The exc¢lusion of resident taxpayers
whose pames are oot on the reglstry
lista from votiog on a matter that re-
lates to their property, we regard as in
contravention of the law which makes
the iesuance of the bonds posaible, and
from which the school board derive
their powers. It is mot oniy uniust, it
is in violation of the law which cre-
ated the school distrigt and the offices
therein.

We fear that the doubts which hang
over the guestion will hinder the sale
of the achool bonds, if voted for, and
aleo of such additional bonds as the city
may attempt to flont. And untll the
powers of the two bodies in this con-
nection are fully determined, ¢on-
fusion will prevajl and the caupe of
education will be jeopardized.

We are not oppoeed to ralsing the
necessary funds for school purposes in
this city. We are not opposed to the
{ssuance of boods to procure those
funds. But we desire to have the matter
placed on a secure basis, and taxation
no restricted as not to become a burden
too grlevous to be borne. Therefore
we ask the tuxpayers to conslder what
they are asked to do, and the Bechoo)
Board to make sure they are proceesl-
Ing oo =zolld ground.

The question raised by Mr. John-
son, Io regard to the exelusion of wo-
men holdiog property from voting on
a question in which they are finaoci-
ally loterested, 18 ope that ought so
have due weight. But as the laws of

Congress stand it is out of the power of
the local Legislature to right the wrong
complained of, and we do potthink
that should stapd in the way of voting
for the school hoonds. On the main
question we will have something
further to say at another time.

WHERE JUDGE ZANE STANDS.

WE observe that the mention of the
pame of Chief Justice Zane by
the Salt IL.ake 7¥mes in conbection
with the present political situation has
caused a somewhat heated journalistic
discussion. The ¢“Liberal”® argan ob-
jects to the introduction of the name of
the learned judge into the questlon, on
the ground that he is not a politician.
This position, taken ae it is by =a
journal which is in the habit of thrust-
ing the views of citivens upon every
kind of question before the publie, pro-
viding the particular opinions are cut
according to itsown bias, has n smack
of abeurdity about it. The secret
of the © dissatisfaction of the
“Liberal’’ organ with the voicing
of the view taken by Judge Zane on
the subject causing so much agitation
io the community, is that the opinion
of his Houpor is the opposite of that ex-
pressed by that paper. If the Chief
Justice favored the faunatical attitude
of the organ of & fading ¢ause, its col-
umns would, doubtless, lung since
have andounced the fact.

We have not inquired of Judge Znne
what his views are upon the abeorbing
political question of the hour. It would
hardly be necessary for any one to do
g0. To imagine that he favored the
maiontenance of the old political lines
and conditions would beto presume
that he had departed from pursuing
what he has evioeed in his carver as a
publicist as his leading object—to ald
in producing a situation here In
harmony  with the npatiou at
large. For him to talke a
stand as an obsetructlonist, even
in theory, would oot be in keeplng
with the persistency with which he
urually follows up what appears to his
mind to be proper. The people of ail
classes in Utah have learned to view
Judge Zane with no small degree of
respect. The reason is obvious; the
rommunity, a8 a rule, has come to be-
lfeve he is honest. That quality covers
a muitifude of errors and extremes,
even in the eyes of good people who
may have suffered from them.

Qur speaking thus of Judge Zape
may be considered n material change
on our part. 1t may be partly so re-
garded, but not altogether. We have
pever receded from the position that in
the earlier portion of bis career the

Chief Justice was animated by
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an uowarranted severity, which
led him fto extremes that were
oot oatural to him. The antagonlam
aroused in those who had good reason
to object to such a course waa softened
by the fact that there was perceptible
in his character a tendeney which
tinted apd influenced his official
career throughout—his conception of
hts duty to support the government
agaiost everything which he deemed
oot conformable to it. 'This trait prob-
ably led him to be partially hlinded to
condltions which demanded more con-
sideration than he awarded them.
But the tendency of itself, whlen kept
within conservative bounds, is & most
excellent one. Without it there s no
patriotism.

Fortunately in the caseof the learned
gentleman now referred to,the exercise
of this dispositien was not contracted
to one phase of the government. When
{oeal governmental institutions bave
been unjustly assailed by “Libera)’’
agitators and disruptionists, 1t has been
his rule to sustain the former, wlien
law and justice demanded, Some of
his opinions upon questions of this
character have been of great value to
the community.

The official dealings of Judge
Zape with the “Mormon®’ people have
been remarkably extensive. No fed-
eral official, so far as we kpow, hae
ever had more ample opportunities for
discovering the true character of the
Lintter-day Baipts than he. And we
have good reason to believe that his
experience led to his making a dis
covery—that the people forming the
great majority of the population of
Utah are booest. This being the case,
the course of events has paturally led
to what inight be regarded us a mutual
recognition of a state of facts on both
sides that was at flrast not clearly ap-
parent on the surface. Instances have
come to our notice of the Judge hav-
ing rebuked anti-“Mormon?’ rabidists
who have declaimed against the “Mor-
mon’’ people, when he might have al-
lowed the unjust apimadversions to
pass unchecked. This has been to bis
credit. Had he heen silent on such
oceasions he would doubtlesss have bet-
ter pieased some people who are pre-
sumably his friends.

It has been publicly stated that the
reason why Judge Zane docs not take
an ac¢tive and practieal part in for-
warding the cause whiclh aims at the
ohliteration of the old political distine-
tions and mscerbities is that his officinl
position stands in the way, He deema
that it would be out of harmony with
his culling to mix up nctively in po-
litical agitations. Every thoughtful
citizen will agree with him on this

point. There is wisdom and consist-



