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the Phiiistines, in manbood’s prime!
in the din of battle; but in his bed
after he bad disposed of his worldly
goode by wil), leaving no portion of
the money beld by him as a ruler in
Israel to the congregation of the
Lord. Did Mr, Taylor inherit tohls
master’s house? Did he receive the
wives of Pres. Young (o be his
wives? To whom were the wives of
Pres, H. 0, EKimball msrried after
his death? Who entered In upon
the heritage of wives of Pres. G, A,
Bmith and Orson Pratt? Pleace tell
me who obtained the wives of Jos-
eph Bmith? When and why?

One other thing will suffice for
the present. If the guestion of your
salvation or mine depended upon
the character of Joseph Smith, my
father, rather than upon cur own
acts, tfxen the sentence yom think
betrays my hardness of heart might
never have been wriiter by me; bot
when you reflect that whatever
Joseph 8mith may have been per-
sonally, good or bad, is fiot to be
the test when you and I are to be
tried, yon must admit that the jssge
is not whether Joseph Bmith was a
go;ggamm; but, i the doctrine of

I expect the fruth to win in thia
oontroversy. Ifin the fAns] arbi-
trament I am found in error I shall
submit. If in the right,asI now
believe I am, I shall be contsnt
without being malioicus,

Respectfully,
JosEPE BMITH,

Lﬂmﬂnj, Jllly 30th, 1888,
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ELDER L. 0. LITTLEFIELD'S'
REJOINDER.

A REPLY TC THE THIRD LETTER
OF JOSEFH BMITH, OF LAMONI,

Mr. Joseph Smith, Lamont, Towa,

Bik:—In the opening portion of
your third letter you reiterate your
quotation from the words of the
prophet Jecob ‘wherein he, in the
name and by the sothority of Jeho-
vah, forbids the Nephites to practice
flural marriage. In & former letier

answered yoor argoments derived
from Lhe words of Jacobh, I showed
clearly the hopslessness ur muy ape
tempt on your part to gustain vour
opposition to plural mairiage from
them, And vet you reiterate the
same guotations and the same argy-
menis. You cling to these words of
Jacob as & drowing man clings to a
atraw, and probably flatter yourszelf
thet in 8o dolng great praise ia due
to you for holding’ on eo firmly to
the iron rod of God’s word,

Mr. Bmith, you sre not frank por
Ingenious in the ufo yeu make of
the words of Jacoh, You do not
qgucte and epply them in full. You
solect the sentences that snit your
purpose and weave them into an
argument designed to sustain your
positlon, You are like the msan who
declared he conld prove from the
geachings of Paul that it was right
tosteal, When asked for the pas-
sage he quoted from Eph. 4, 28, the
worde: Let him that atols, steal;”
omitting the words *no more.”

It is true that Jacob reproved the
Nepbites for thelr sexual corrup-
tion, The nature of that corrup-
tion I explained in a former letter.
It conelsted In part of fornication,
whoredom and adolizry. But the
matriage system, lawa and ordi-
nances under which the patriarchs
and prophets of the Hebrew race
merried plural wives, was unknown
among the Nephites; hence it is im-
possible that the praotice of that
system could have been one of the
sins for which Jazcob so0 meverely
reproved them.

‘There are two kinds of  plural
marriage: Oooe Is pure, holy, heav.
enly; it came Ifrem God, it is con.
trolled by His laws zod ordinances,

and Is designed to elevate, purify,| 5

refine and perfect the human race,

er which the Nephites practiced, and
which Jacob forbade. I admit that
the dispensation of the gospel
through Jacob was a striotly mono-
gamouns one. I admit that onder it
polygamy would have been acrime.
But I do not admit thst it was the
dlspeusation of the fulness of times;
that no iater one shonld ever be
given; nor that the marriage laws
binding under it; were designed
to be thereafier bindlng upon all
peoples and natlons for all time to
come. I[ndeed Jacoh himself fore
stalls such an idea. After the tre-
mendous rebuke which he adminis-
tered to the Nephites because of
their sexanl 8ing, and after laying
down with the most rigid atriotness,
the monogamic law unto them, he
prophecies unto them, e foretells
that the system he has jost laid
down to them js not to oontinoe al-
ways, He predicts that in a futuie
dispenesation God will give further
commandments to His people con.
cerning thelr sexnsal relations, These
are the words of his propheoy:

jng to thl&: That this revelation
was fabricated by President Brigham
Young after your father’s dea Lg,and
hence your father was not a poly-
gamist. In my last, I sufficlently
disproved thiz position of yoaors by
the affidavit of Elder David Fall-
mer, ooncerning whicn you meke no
allusion. This affidavit poritively
states that “*on or abont the twelfth
day of Aunguat, A. D., 1843.” this
revelztion on celestial marrisge was,
by your father’s knowledge and con-
eent, read before the High Couanojl
on ihat date gmesembled in the
city of Nauveo, by your now de-
ceased and bhonored onele Hyrum
Bmith, Your father's death oo-
curred on the 27ih day of June 1844,
These dates show that this reading
took place & little less than one yesar
pevious to Jozeph Bmith’e death.
This plainly relleves President
Younrg from your charge and eatah.
lishes the fact that that revelation
waz given ibrough the azency of
the Prophet Joseph, I have given
you the names of wWomen who were

“Wherefore, saith the Lord, ifI
will raire @p seed unto ms I will
command Dy people; otherwise
they shall bhearken unto th:zse
things.” (lLe. the mohogamlo lsw
Just given.)
These words of Jacob immediate-
Iy follow those you guote. Why did
You not quote them fou? Was 1t
not because that to do so wounld be
to remove the keyastone of the arch
of your argament, and suffer the
Wwhole to fall to the ground? This
eentence is in the natore of a pro-
phecy, a revelation, that onder the
dispeneation of the Gospel, in which
God shonld choose to rear a peculiar-
ly righteous seed unto Himself, to
accom%l[hh His own purpose in the
earth, He would reveal to Hia peo-
ﬁl]e new laws concerning marriage,
the face of such a prophecy, how
can you Mr, Bmith, make it consiat-
ekt with yonr conscience to hold
that the marriage laws of Jacob
were never to be changed or added
to, and that the Doity musf bes
changeable Baing if He has caunsed
o be fulfilled this prophecy which
He inspired His servant to utter?
=Ihave fully and completsly an.

awered all your arguments drawn
Iftvin o wusdo of Javek, Doublios,

bowever,you will atill cling to them
for comfort and solsce In your oppe-
sition to plaral marriage; for if you
yleld them up as one of your weap-
ons, you will not be abla to cite, in
all the Beriptores that have been
given for the instruction, profit,
learning, comfort and eairation of
mnnklnd, one sibgle word, phrase
or sentence that indicates the pleral
marriage system of the Latter-day
Baints of Utah to be in conflict with
the will or law of Qod.

In the fifth paragraph of your let
ter, you allude to Adam, Noah and
Le)’n, and becsusze no record has sur.
vived the mutations of time, prov-
ing that they, daring the period of
their lives, had each but one wife,
you eet it down as “ithe opsning
count in the indictment’ substanas
tating your position that God never
intended a plarality of wives to be
pmctised, It ia true the Creator
etarted the peopling ol the carth
with Adam and Kve. He chose to
commence that stupendous work
with the two beings, to whom, no
doubt, the right belonged. 'fhe
commencement was indeed small,
From two, mnllions descended. The
etream of lfe widened and deepened
as It flowed through the coming
ages, The eource of this stieam
was pore, and that 16t was corrupted
by the time it reached the daya of
Noah, by abominations of men snd
womnen, 16 o argement agalnet only
Just euch a kind of polygamy as
they themselves had introduced, to
accommodate thelr lascivious ds-
sires, They had insuguratedit; God
was not known in the matter, hence
is anger was Eindlod agaiat them,
and the flcod resulted. With Nozh,

The other s low, dsgrading snd
corrapt; it had its origin in man's
wlckedness, snd fa dalcuiated to de-
bage, polinte and destroy mankindg,
They are s3 different in their na-
tores and effects as light is from
darkness, or virtme from vice,
David for aylong time practiced the
former y
tempted of the devil, ho feli Into
the latter and was cursed with n
sore cnrsing. Preclesly so with
Solomon. Whils he practieed right.
#ou 4 plaral mnrrla%e he was favored
of God as no man has ever been be-

ang was blessed; being|T

Who is sometimes ealled the second
Adam, the earth seemed zgain, in
Eome respeols, to resume it prictine
onndition. Noah and his sons had
but one wile each, 5o far as the Blhle
glves an account, and Lehi was in
the same econdition. Bat al] this

his wives. These ladles live in
Utah, and sustain the highest cred-
ibility. They are willing toapenk
for themicelvea, As you have been
& student at law, you ehould know
something of the nature of evidence.

Butttere ia o saying, which I hope

cwh bave no app\loau’on to you that

f'a man convinced ngainst his will
ia of the same opinion still.”? Now
elry do yon admit that I kave proven
that your father did practice poly-
gamy? T desire positivaly that you
will answer this gunestion. Tivis was
one ¢f the main guestione contem-
plated in my open letter. I there
denled the position your conference
took upon thie point in the Kirtland
Temple as being correot., ¥cu have
introduced many side Isemes and
teem dispoted to dodge this main
guestion, I call yon back to it again.
This and the guestion of Temple
bgilding were among my origins!
questions. Before you ramble quite
all over creation expecting me to
follow, I m8k you to may ‘‘yes” or
“no*” as to whether you are or are
not convinced that yoor father prac
ticed pinrality.

Abraham was out # poly gumist
you dreeiare. In contradiction to all
hlsteriavy apd commentators who
Dbave Jeft their testimony on the his-
toric page, It bas been reserved for
Joceph Bmith, of Lamonl, to make
this announcement. To prove that
Abrabum was a polygamist let me
call the attention of the reader to
the sixteenth ohapier of Genesis.
The tonching history of Hagar and
the solicitnde of the Heavenly
Father for the chiid Ishmzsel, ana
the feot that Ishmael wae numbered
among the seed of Abraham, all go
toshow that God recognized them
a8 being of the family of Abraham.
And to dieprave your sssertion toat
Hagar was given to Abraham by
Barai only, let me guote Josephus,
Aut. B. 1. ©. 10: “*Accordingly Ea-
ral at God’s command, brought to
hisbsd one of her handmaids, =
woman of Egyptisn descent, in or
der to obtain ogildren by ber.”” Asw
God commanded this the matter is
disposed of in favor of polygamy.

And *Moses was not a polyga-
mfst” you ssy. From the second
chapter of Exodus we learn that
Moses tcok Zipporah to wife, and
in the twelfth chapter of Nambers
we read of his marrying and Ethi-
opian womsan. I hope mmy readers
will reat these paasages and sntiafy
them:eivea how unwarran:abie i»
your pzeertion when yoa confound
these two women together and BRY
that they were one and tho same
perzon. Thete were the two wives
of Moges, thus making him a polyg
amist, and when Asron and Miriam
took occaslon to epeak rpainst Moxes
ooncerning this moatter the anger of
the Lord was kindled against them
and Miriam became Isprons. i

fanac’y iife affords yon no comfort.
Bebzces must have raled her house
in respect to her hushand’s wives,
as Joseph Bmith's wife, Emms,
would havedone, If he had not, as
you sassert, secreily eiumed against
bor.”

Isanc’s Mfe affords me no disooa-
ragement at lerat. How Rebecca

|

argoes nothing against polypawy.

here were other rightecus sed good
men who lived In  various dispensa.
tions who did not hold the keys of
this ministry, And,sir, I writs of
no new “cosmos” when ! declare to
you that if these mor were not thus
favored, that Joseph Smith, your

fore or since; bui when he took
wives wniawfully, he too fell, and
incurred the vengeance of God npon
his head.
of the Horiptares cannot ¢ee this
great lesson in the lives of these two
men, and the vast difference be-
tween right and wrong plural mar.

; say th 3 3
What impartial reader MS e revelation of 1843 on celes
age,” and you caunof accept it fn
evidence,
eternal truth revesied through your
father,

father, did receive from tha Lord a

tuled iz pot iuﬂmrtmt for me to dis
cues, How Emma 8mith woule
have roled, does not callfor criticism
from aae; bat the close of the sen.
tence jost quoted reguires gome ex
pizzation, I am not eware that any.
thing I hsave written duripg this
controversy wiil justify the implica-

dispensation of thls ministry. Yon
marriage is of “doubtful parent.
Nevertheless it 1s God?

You gndertake to deny its

viage? 1t was the letter nof the form.

-

agthentisity

tien that Joseph 8Bmith the Pro-
g!t;et, never einned secraily arainst

wife, Emms, orany other being.
I know pot that in any transaction
of his, in the order of celestial mar-
riage, hs shlped szainal  yems
mother. Have yon understcod me
to say, directly or tndirectly, that

her own free will and scoord.

your mother? If he did so, X did
not know concerning i#. Bot I will
pwitively state that duriog the reel-
dence at Nauvos, » our mother, Em-
ma, was prescent when at least four
of his wives were sealed to him, to
which she gave her congent. Posl-
tive evidence can be produced tothis
effect. .

Here iz 8 little of jt: First the
statement of yoor cousin, Lovinna
Walker, the danghter of the Patri-
sroh Hyrum Smith:

CERTIFPIQATE.

I, Lovina Walker, hereby certify
that while I was living with Aunt
Emma 8mith, In Falton City. Fuoi-
ton Oo., Ille., fn the yesr 1846, eha
told me that she, Emma Bmith,
was present and witnessed the mar-
rying or sealing of Eliz: Partridge,
Emily Partridge, Maria Lawrgnoce
and Sarah Lawrence to her hugband
Joseph 8mith, avd that the gave
her ¢ansent thereto.

LoviNA WALKER.

Wo hereby witness that Lovina
Whalier made-and signed the above
atetercent on this 18th day of June
A. D. 1869, at 8slt Lake City, Bale
Lake County, Utah Territory, of

HynuyM 8, WALKER.
BarsH E. BMITR,
Joa. I, BMITH.

BY TELEGRAPH.

AMERICAN.

Er. Jouns, N, F., 12,—The fixt
officer of the Proteus briefly guy,
marizes the fll-fated  Profeus ey

dition as follow:: ““The Yantig 4

Froteuas left Bt. Johns at 4pm
June 34th. The Profeuswrived y
Good Haven Bay, Disco hlmd'Ju[,
6th, the Yantfc av thu same play
July 12th. Necessary preparations
were made, and the £ oleus pailed
for Cory lsland, arriving on
18th. Bbeleft on the 21sL, and tw
days aiterwards was ~crushed, gy
Ing at 7 pm. July 23rd. Twey.
nine days were spent in boals, ey
eral-storms were enocuntered, iy
which the bLegt tooks refuge unge
the Jee of iceberga. Lieut. Caliwey
and six of the crew parted Company
with the othere b {ape Yo
Found the Yantio July Zlal, sigy

ported to Captaln Plie, 1hs remy

der of the CcreW WOVing oGl

The Yantic reached Cory; leinty

Auguat 2d. The eame =nlghits

proceeded W Pandora Haro.r,wim
tbe record from Plie aud Garlisgig
was found. Hhe next proves

south alopg the Grecoiand coss,
sendlog boats !l round tbe lalapd
searchiug for tho missing crew, A
And next the affidavit of one of |etorm and
{he ladies mentioned in the above lon  August

heivy packed i
Bth  forced i
Yantic w anchor 10 the jeewad
of Northmmverland lsand, Negp
day she bors away for Uperunvik,
arriving there August i3th, @
tbe 27th ehe Blaried for Walgarss
coal minee, and retwned tp Uper-
navik ceplewber 20, Capl. Fiie
and crew were found aad (akep
on board the Yanlio. It ceors 1)g
first intimation of the Proleus dia

certificate, confirming the faccof
the presence of your mother st the
time that ehe, the affiant, wae seal
ed to your father,
AFFIDAVIT,
TERRiTORY OF U'I‘AB,} 83
County of SBalt Lake 3

Ba it retnembered that on the
firet day of May, A, D. 1869, pereon-
ally appeared before me, Elias Smith,
Judge of Probate for ssid eoonty,
Emily Dow Partridge Young, who
was by me sworn in dna form of
law, and upon her oath exid that on
the sleventh day of May, A. D.
1u48, at the City of Nauvoo, Count
of Hancock, Btate of Iiinols, ele
was married or pealed to Joseph
Bmith, President of the Church of
Jesus Chrisr, of Lssier-day oainte,
by James Adams, a High Priest in
eald Churob; according to the lawe
of the same regulating msarriage; in
the presence of Emma (Hale)
Bmith, and Elfga Maria Partridge
(Lyman.)

Exny D. P. Youxa.
Babscribed and sworr

to by the ssid Emily D
P. goung, the day and
veat firat above written.
E. BuiTH,
Probate Judge.

Hence the Prophet gid not‘'secret-
1¥* sin againet bis wife Erama.

You will obeerve that the sbove
affiant atates that she was married
to your father on May 1I, 1843,
while the reveélation on plural mar-
risge, a3 submequently published,
benrs ate of July 12th, 1848, By
means of the revelation ‘the Jaw of
plara] marriage wes given to the
(burch, bunt long prior to its date,
the prinoiple wss revealed to your
father, aud he was commznded fo
practice 1t.

“The case of Joseph isonly favor-
sble to your view in seeming. He
was the son of Hachel the only le-
£2l wife Jacob had,”

I am pleased that you thus admit
Rache! waa Jecoh's Jegal wife] at
the same time it s evident she was
his second wife. Leih waz Jacob's
wife seven yesra before Haobel be
samehis wife. Eachof thees wives
had a handmaid, which they gave
to their hogband for wives: Geh,
29, 18.85. Chap. 30, B-12. Hence
Jossphts bitth wae polygamous, and
yob the Lord has respect nhto him
and great blessings weie placed up-
on hira. Gen. 49, 22-20.

Nothing that I bave esld In this
debate giveas yor the right to infer
thet I hold that there is or aver was
sny law or role i0 connection with
the prineciple of plursl marriage,
which makes it oblifatory. upon the
successor of & king, or of an officer
in the Qhuarch, to marry the widows
of his predecessor. Amoug the Late
ter-gay Saints of Uiab, spd under
the aystem of plura]l marrisge es
they understand and practice it, a
widow may marry whom she
shooses, or refrain fremmstrylng at
her option, no matter what position
her hosband hel. Thisis « s
cteut reply to your inquiries respee-
ting the widows of the prominent
men tc whom you refer. )

Allow me here.to conclude my
present reply and sabsceibe myseif,

Your well«wisher,
L. 0. LATTLEFIELB.C |

ee-ortionr ammt.

your father wives upknown to

¥ | company.

aster was found Augnst3d sk Litile-
ton Ieland by the Yantic. Lieut,
Qarlington left a recond thers mm.
Ing south, describibg the snipwisk
and Indjosting Lhe greneral move.
ment to Capt. Fike anu 1he ship)
On the 4th =earch sp
ipstivored slong the Greenis
Cumat from Caje Alexander to Cap
Roberteon; every point Jkely k
bring up with the reieating [y
was eearohed thl Bautember 3,
when thie Upsrnavik was regshed
and the whole Profeut party foapt
in good heslth and tolenbls spimgy
Chey were expeeed durig 30 dags:
and nights in theizr bozt, wwiug,
Bomme Bloppages at intermstaw
points. " The Profews was crosiedin
& floe of lpe st3 la the eveningel'
the 284 of Jaly, and eank in fur
bours. Asthe closed floes parie
company, fortanately enfficient
time was given to eave ¢lothing,
pruvisions, compas, and other ne
ceeparies to meet what might prove
a protracted voyage. Qo the 2ib
the boata being equipped,pro7iaiomd
and manned, A start was made, The
scene of the dizacier was eight mije
northeast of Cape Sabins, Iatitude |
11351 north, Over 630 miie e
and frigid esea were paseedbdloe
Upernavik was tesched. The wotvs
featurs in the unfortupsis Porlew
expedition s thint 220 provisiong wex
tanded or caches misde, and all ik
atores intended for'the Arctic cola
rellef went down in thve steamoer,
When =at suchor in the Dank
harbor on ths 12th of Auyns:, Gt
E burz ¢ame on bourd tbhe Yanii
and rejoried that the Dantsh sien
ot Sophia had arrived threre tion |
harbor 30 miles north of Caps Yo
and the captain sisted the paim
Hekimos told him two natives wit
the Greeley expedition arcived @
sledges lagt winter and reported B
party sll well except Dr, Pavy, ¥
had died. The patives went bed?
Lady Franklin Bwy,

Another Eskimo arrivingf®
the Greeloy camp reported 8%
officers murdored by the msn
ther of thess reporla is reimble ¥
the fondness of the Estimos fo I
ing and rensationalizm placea thed
In the calegory of fiction. Cat
Binke saya that ae for north ss O
Sabine there waa no irace of Grelf
or his party, and his faliure (o &%
sonth to Littiston Isiand to me
the relief ateamer this sumi¥
works grave mpprohensions &%
their prebabla fate.

The Froteus was retreating b
when the ice over wheimed Lef. ¢
g0t barely fifteen miles northel 128
scene of theehipwieck. The P
pects of tie Gree.ey colony eacol
terine the rigors of a fourth wible
be]naxth the Arckio efrole sre mow?:
fal 10 coniemplate.

The grews of -oth theships Tor
tie wnd Protcus sre i exolle
herlth, Oope dedin’ only "occrr®
Huring the expedition, tbat of Heh
Ty Walson, gur]x’n:yr’u mats 01 108

antivy of aho .

Y en! Yom TasTe fllvwizs




