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I HERE are a greatcreat maD who think
I

I THEREthat dry farming is a newnow agricultural
practise This Is not true The farmers ofotof-

tt Utah havehavo been raising crops on their drydr
lands with a rainfall of less than 1516 inches fortorfor-

I snoremore than halfhal a century nowno More than that
II since the dawnbeen practisedI dry farming has

II
f ofo civilization In Egypt and In India

r

I
The beginning of dry farming In this state oc-

r
ococ-

curred

oc-

curredI I through an accident Along In 18651365 a litlit-

tle

lit-

tle

lit-

tietletie company of immigrants most of whom hailed

from the Scandinavian countries settled in the
i I Bear River valleyvalle and diverted the waters from

TheTho watwat-

ers
the Malad river for irrigation purposes

heavy with alkali and It
I1 ersors of this stream arearo

I was only a matter ofor a few yearsears until the

lands ofot the settlers became so50 largely impreg-

nated
Imp regreg-

II I1 Hated with thothe noxious salts that crops were
I1 them In desperation thothe

r unable to grow upon
settlers put the plow into thothe sagebrush ground

I seed In thothetho-
I

I andfind with a hopeless hope planted
I I soil that wasas not to be Irrigated TheyThe succeeded

in their workworl and since that time dry farming
I

iI methods havehavo been in vogue in this state
IIII-

II DAVIS COUNTY PIONEERPIO EER

I Father Christopher LayLaytonLatonton a pioneer of Davis
countycount more than 40 years ago showed that thotho-

II I ridge between Salt Lake City and Ogden would
i produce wheat without the application of water

III

I i MrIr Joshua Salisbury of Wellsville George L
Farrell of Smithfield and manymun other promsprompromi-
nent

1

I1

j nentvent farmers of northern UtahUtan earlyearl saw thothetho-
II great opportunity thIs method of farming afataf-

fordedforded and gained their livelihood from thothe
sage brush lands above thothe Irrigation canalsnals InIn-

the
In-

the
In-

thethe earlyearh nineties drydiydl farming flourished In thothe
northern counties ofot this stateslate but the people

j of the central and southern jcartart looked upon
I it as a practise which could never extend below

I Salt Lake CityCIt It has only been within thetho pastrustpast-
I

I

I t fewfew years that a towfew venturesome farmers atat-

tempted
at-

temptedtempted dry farming in thothe central andanI southsouth-
ern1 I ern partvart ofot the state

STATE INTERESTED
I

I

SomeSomo seven yearsears ago the state legislature camocamecame-

II to the aid of this enterprise and established sixbix
I

1
I experimental farms all south of Salt LakeLako CityYY-

I
I

II-

I

I and at widely varying points TheTho experimentsexperiment on
I these farms wereere carefully planned and the rere-

sults
re-

I

I

I
i
I suits obtained were sobo w that It tooktook-

aa vigorous hold onop thetho public Imagination TodayToda
r

I therethero are few people In thothe state who do notnut
honestly believe that drydr farming has come toto-

bo
to-

I
I

I bobe onoone ofor the permanent Institutions of Utah
1

and that thetho method soHO long In vogue ofot IrrlIrri-
gating

i

i
I gating wheat and other cereals is15a soonson to pass

Iit into historyhl tortor-

I

II
I SHOOTSMOOTS HOMESTEAD SLAWLAW

I
TheTho yearjearrl 1 r 19091909 hash a-has seen a wonderful progress InIn-

I
drydr farming ThoThe passage ofor Smoot homehome-
stead

I

stead law whereby thothe settlers IsIB enabled toto-

I

1 secure aO acres pflf land from the government
I Without being required to live upon it but obtained

under much thothe same provision asns thetho old
all act has given a wonderful Impetus

t I
i

I to this industry Thousands of acres of land have
been secured under this act and manyman thousands

II ofor acres ot sagosage brush land have been cleared
plowed and preparedred fortor crops

j PROMPTLY SNAPPEDSAPPED UP
I

i Up In tho northern end of thetho statetate thetho Honlion
I

1

Joseph Howell David Eccles endmd other promi-
nentnentneat citizens secured several hundred thousand

i tl
1 acres ofot dry land In northwestern Boxelder

l county from thetho Southern Pacific railroad and
these lands kneehavo boonbeen offered to thothe public AA-

I

A-

itit number ofoC public sales have been heldhold and thetho
I

eagerness with which these lands have been purpur-
chased

pur-

I

pur-
chasedI

I
chased has been an source ofot astonishment eveneven-
to

even-
to

even-
toto the most optimistic dry farmerfurmer Sago brush

I i

I

landslanda havehave exchanged hands In some Instances

lI
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BOUNDLESS POSSIBILITIES OF ARID SAGE BRUSH LANDS

X

HE passage of the Smoot homestead law whereby the settler is enabled to secure acres of land from the United Statestates
i
i THEgovernment without being required to live upon it but obtained under much the same provision as the old homestead act

has given a wonderful impetus to the pursuit of arid farming in the State of Utah this year
Through the aid rendered by the State Legislature in the establishing of six experimental farms in Utah the agricultural investor

has become decidedly interested in the problem of raising crops on what heretofore has been classed as practically worthless desert
lands Dry farming has now passed the experimental stage and has attained the dignity of one of the permanently established
industries of the state which bids fair to surpass all others when the initial outlay of cash and the revenue accruing are taken into
consideration

Dry farmingfanning is not new in agricultural practice for sS early as 1865 there were Scandinavian dry farmers operating in Utah
successfully while the cultivation of arid lands has been practiced for centuries in Egypt and India rr-

ii This season past has seen crops of 30 bushels of wheat to the acre harvested from thousands of acres in Utah At the prevailing
price of the staff of life this means practically boundless wealth awaiting the enterprise and industry of man with the nerve to comconcom-
bat

com-
batbat the waste places of the Beehive State ii-

rr

In thothe neighborhood of 15I per acre and thesethello
arearo lands that are so situated that theythe cannot
bebo Irrigated This fact shows thothe faith of thothe
people In the northern counties In this Industry

CEDAR VALLEYS WEALTH

In the controlcentral and southern portions of the
state there have been no sensational movements
along dryd farming lineslinos but therethero has been a
healthful and normal Increase In the number of
acres of land brought under cultivation For thothe

time the farmers who havehavo located atnt CedarCe ar
ValleyVaHey havehavo reaped splendid returns for01 their
efforts In reclaiming those desert lands Mr LL-

E
L-

EE13 Hall city councilman of Salt Lake CityCIt asas-

sociated
as-

sociated with Pres James Clark of LohiLoht havehaohave-
aa finefino tract of land In thothe northern end of Cedar
Valley which this yearear yielded Into thetho neighborneighbor-
hood

neIghbor-
hood

neighbor-
hoodhood of 30 bushels pperr aeroacre Chipman
EvansEans and otherothor Utah valley farmersfarmer who arcaroaroa
Interested In Cedar Valley also had a large tract
which gave a veryver satisfactory yield

SUCCESSFUL IN JUAB

In Juab countycount where thetho Industry has been
flourishing to a greaterr extent than In any other
part ofot the state In recent years thothe farmers
havehavo been wonderfully successful Therho light
precipitation during the growing months of May1 a
June and JulyJul rather discouraged thetho farmers
there and they felt for au time that failure was
certain The precipitation for May was but 626 of
annn Inch as compared with InchesInch os for thetho
samesamo month In 19081905 fortor thetho samebame month In
1907 and 9 duringdurin the same month for 1906
In June the precipitation was but 17 of an inch
while lastast year during thothe samesarno month It was

64 In 19071307 and In 1906 1343 of an Inch In
JulyJul thothe precipitation was but 89 of an Inch This
yearear the light precipitation during thothe growing
months caused the farmers considerable uneasi-
nessnessnes but at the time of harvesting It was found
that thetho crops were entirely satisfactory

I

SOMESO IE TYPICAL CROPS

A MrIr Christensen formerly countycount treasurer
of Juab countycount purchased a drydr farm near No phiphi-

aa little moremoro than an year agoaso TheTho Heldfield was put
In an excellent statestale ofot cultivation and tho first
yearsears cropcroll brought him 3090 bushels to thetho aeroacre
which readily sold at per bushel ThoThe
GraceGraco Brothers were veryer successful this yearrr-
asas was also Mr James and manyman other
dry farmers on the Levan Ridge

ItII Is at this point that thothe Utah Arid FarmFaun
company hasHas Its splendid farm of over
acres During this past year they had nearly
2000 acres in wheat and ItIl Is baldsaid that the rere-

turns
re-

turnsturns satisfactory TheTho wheat was clean
and plump and found a readyrend sale at perITer
bushel

ThereThero IsIII a great movement In drydr farming down
at Enterprise and a great many Salt LakeLako people
are Interested In the land therethore The season has
been a very dry one theretheio not being aD trace ofot
moisture during May and June but the record
for August shows 25 Inches and for September

inches so that It Is apparent that the crop
for next year has a most excellent start

UNDEVELOPED SAN JUANJUA

The great undeveloped drydr farmingfanning section oforor-

thethetho state Is to be found In San Juan county ThereThero
arearc millions of acres of the choicest land In the
state to bobe found there and therethero Is a splendid
precipitation During 1906 thothe precipitation nat
Verdure wasnas 2625 Inches during 1907 It was 14881438
Inches TheTho records fortor this seasonbeason arcare not
available at this time but from the records wewo
have wowe arearo suresuro that thothe precipitation Is higher
there than at practically any other point In thothe
state TheTho state experimental farmarm at Verdureordure
has yielded as high as 50GO bushels per acreacro by drydr
farming methods San Juan county IsIII a great
empire and In thetha not fartar distant future this
wonderful county will bo the granary of UtahUlah
ThereThera havehavo beeneen somesomo enterprising youngoung menmen-

IrI

goso Into that section during the past yearrear and
they arearo making considerable progress In rere-
claiming

re-
claimIng

re-
claimingclaiming thetho sage brush land there

RECORD

In Tooele countycount the Industry has been veryor
successful The precipitation at Tooele IsIII about
thetho same as at Salt LakeLale averaging each yearearear-
InIn the neighborhood ofot 14 inches TheTho precipita-
tion

precipita-
tiontion during 1908 was 11059599 inches and up to
Oct 1st thIs yearear the precipitation Is 10371017
Inches soBO that It Is very that the proprepre-
cipitation this year will be uplip to thetho average TheThoho
writer has takentalc en several tripstrills through that sec-
tion

secsec-
tiontionlion during thothe past summer and finds that each
Succeeding yearear sees more land brought under
cultivation

THE EXPERIMENTAL FARMS
TheTho firstfil l experimental 1 farms to studystud problems

connected with drydl farmingfarm I n it Is said werere
started by ofot Colorado In 18941594 For lackInck
ofor funds these stations worewere abandoned and ItIt-

is
It-

Is
it-

isis to thetho State of Utah that thetho honor belongs
ofot having first established andan successfully mainmain-
tained

maIn-
taIned

main-
tained a series of drydr land experiment stations
Since thetho year 1595 the reclamation of the deserts
without irrigation has been the subject ofor much
discussion among thetho officers of thothe Utah experi-
ment

experI-
ment

experi-
mentment station in 1901 an system of Investigations
was begun byb Dr and thetho writer and in
1903 Governor Wells recommendedIn his message
tow the legislature that experimental drydr farms
bebo established Six ofot these farms havohave been
maintained each farm consisting of 40 acres ThoThe
citizens ofot thetho state have takentaleen considerable InIn-

terest
In-

tWrestterestt rest In the work which haslies simplified thothe
inauguration of experimental work and the suc-
cessful

sucsuc-
cessful prosecutionpr ofor the Investigations The
farms arc under thetho direction of thetho Utah exex-

periment station

PLANTEDPLA lED TO TURKEY REDPIED WHEAT
TheTho farms at Tooele Enterprise parowan Rich

ld t T

I

I

field and Monticello have thishll yearear been mostly
fallowed and durIng thetho past fall havehavo beenboon 1
planted to TurkeyTure Redlied wheat TheTho farms have 11
demonstrated the possibility ofot drydr farming in
their respective localities It Is believedbellove byb the
officers ofot the experiment station that from now I

on more good will bebo accomplished byb making i

these farms seed farms for thothe production of thothe
finest varieties of seeds for distribution among
the farmers In these various localities and concon-
duct

con-
duct

con-
ductduct the experimental workwort In connection with
this subject at oneono station

The United States department of agriculture
has cooperated with the Utah experiment stasta-
tion

sta-
tion

sta-
tiontion In al series of Investigations at thothe
station This station has during the past yearear
beenbeon enlarged to acres The government dodede-
tailstails a man who spends the entire growing season
on the farmarm This manroan Is under thothe direction ofot
thetho officers ofor the Utah experiment station asas-
well

as-
well

as-
wellwell asall the departmentdeportment ofor agriculture Mr
Stephen BoswellBo a successful dry farmerarmer ofot
NephI Is foreman i

MOISTURE CARRIED OVEROYEn r

TheTho experimental farms have demonstrated
that byb proper methods a certain percentage of j

moisture can be carried over from onoone season
to another TheyThe havohave demonstrated that thothe
finest arearo those grown on dry land that
summer fallow Is an essential practise in this II

locality to successfulsuccess ul drydr farming that thothe
amount ofor seed used on the dry lands should not I

exceed ICi16 pounds to the acre that fall plowplow-
inginglug Is absolutely necessary and that thothe ground
must bobe kept entirely freefreo from weeds

Thorho publication of thetho results of these experi-
ments

experi-
ments

experi-
mentsments has been thetho means of attracting hundreds
of new settlers to Utah All of this work has
been accomplished with thothe exceedingly low ap

of per annum I

HONOR ACCORDED UTAH
At thothe last DryDr Farming congress held at

Billings Montana the honor was accorded Utah
of being tho pioneerr In drydr farming workvork The
excellent workworle done bylW thetho Utah experiment
station in these investigations has called thothe atat-
tention

I

of the people throughout this whole I

countrycountr to thetho possibilities ofot this great industry lIl-

InIn the not fatfarfa l distant future this countrycountr willwill-
bo

jII-

hoboho as thickly populated as thetho countriescon of thothethe-
OldOldOIl Worldorld Every oneono of Itsita Inhabitants willviii havehavo 1
to be fed and clothed and thothe food and clothing
will havehavo to comocome from the soil Our valuable
Irrigated lands are to be used for thetho production
of moremoro valuable crops Fruit growing and dairydalry
ingIn aroare two agricultural Industries yetet In their f
Infancy inlu this state and thothe cereals must bebo
grownglown on our arid lands

DEMONSTRATED SUCCESS i
I

DryDiyDI farming Is15 no longer anau experiment butbul a j

demonstrated success and those ofot us who love
this state and havehae a concern as to its future
will lend everyever encouragement to this newnev phase
ofor Utah agriculture While much has been acac-
complished

ac-
complished

1
there still remains much fortor thothe skill

and Ingenuity of those who arearo working for a
betterbolter agriculture to attain The most successful
methodsmethod havehavo not yetJet been devised thothe most jprofitable Implements ofor tillage havehavo notnol yetet beenbeen-

eInventede thethoo best drouth resistants cropsP have JJ-

on
not dlyet been discoverede In an admirable address II-

onon the subject of drydr farming delivered by r
President John A Widtsoe of thetho Agricultural
college not long ago Isla found thetho 1prognostication1

In Utah wewo havehavo at least and ItIt-

mamayma beba acres ofor land subject to rere-
clamation

re-
clamatIon

re-
clamation without Irrigation Many of the neighneigh-
boring

neIgh-
boring

neigh-
boringboring statesstales havohave moromore TheTho possibilities are
stupendous In thothe strength of youth wowe feltfolt
envious ofor thothe greatreal onesone of old ofot Columbus 1

looking with moistened eyeeyo uronupon the shadow of
thetho greatest continent ofoC Balboa shouting greetgreet-
ings

greet-
ings

1

ingsIn to thetho restive Pacific of Father EscalanteEs 1

ponderingpon upon the mysterym ofor thothe world alonealono JJ-

e

J-

eS
by the shoresno of thethoo V Dead Seaa thethO jij-

In
eS onGreate Salt Lake WoWe needn harborr no suchu envyn

IngIn forfOl wowe of the west offer todaytoda In thothe conconescon-
quest

con-
quest

I

quest ofot and desert asas-
linelinelino opportunities asns thetho world has evereer known 4
to thetho makersmalora and simpersshapers ofot empiresemphes We stand r
before an undiscovered land through thothe I

ascending currents ofot heated desert air the visionIslon I

comes and goesgoel WithIth striving eyesees wewo seem to r1 ifsee thetho desert covered with blossoming fields with j richurches and schools and homes and In the
distance with thothe Islonvision Is heard thothe laughter I1

of happy children h 1
The desert will be conquered MaytinaIa God give his j

I a

aidald that the work maymar bebo well done 1
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