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outside of Cubaone hears little about

the valley of trinidad yet it is the
very garden spot of the island not only
for extraordinary beauty fertility and
perfection of climate but tois the place
par excellence for growing coffee and
sugar I1 have been told but cannot
say with how much truth that the
english and american syndicates who
have secured rich concessions in the
valley are keeping their operations as
secret as possible to avoid competition

trinidad city lies at the seaward
edge of the valley of the same name I1

on the south shore of santa clara prov-
ince about 50 miles east from cien-
fuegos you may reach it from ha-
vanava going all the way around by wa
ter or by railway to cienfuegosden fuegos and
thence by steamer or as I1 did by railraft
to tabanoBa the southern part of ha
vana provance and then on a leisurely
cruise of miles among inumerable
cays and islets at any rate you are
certain to approach the region of thetha
holy trinity by sea as there Is no all
land route from other parts of the
island except dangerous trails avez
robber infested mountains

the first view of the old town which
don delgodeigo de BelvelazquezBelazazquez christened as
asan early as 1515 is something to be re-
membered having rounded la punta
de losloo degros the long narrow point
of land which defines trinidad bay on
the southwest you see a white walled
city glistening in the golden ight cud-
dled up on the mounmountain side like a
babe asleep on its mothers bosom
quite appropriately trinidad has a trin
ity of ports they are la boea on the
southeast where the cayado river emp
ties into the sea the mouth of thi
rio muse and casada a small village
at the head of an inlet the last named
port tois now generally used although
its anchorage is not of the best the
water being so shallow that all vessels
mustmast be loaded by means of lighters
and put to sea as quickly as possible
to avoid sticking fast on the sandy bot-
tom the landing place however is
lined with wharves and extensive waresware
houses and there is a handsome depot
for the railway which runs north 20
or 30 miles connecting several villages
and bringing the product of rich plan-
tations down for shipment trinidad
city is three miles inland or perhaps
we should say upland from Cacasildanilda
As the trains do not run on schedule
timetame but only when there are full loads
of freight to be carried you will do
well to avoid a tedious time of waiting
in the hot flea infested port by being
driven up in a although the
charge tois while the carscare
would take you for 20 cents

trinidad to one of the oldest towns
in cuba founded only a year later than
santiago and 19 years after santa do
mingo thehe first on the western hemis-
phere though so little is heard of
it nowadays the region is not without
its stirring and romantic history
trinidadbidad bay tois the famous battle
grounds of three british men otof waxwai
against the spaniards under don lute
bassecourtBasse court in which the english were
worsted after three days of hard fight-
ing perhaps the most destructive at-
tack on trinidad oltycity was that of the
english corsair grant in 1702 through
two long centuries it suffered al-
most continually from piratical
attacks and many bloody
traditions are connected with
with thehe place indeed it Isie saldbald that
the wealthiestWest faMilfamiliesift hereabouts weare

of the old sea robben who
turned respectable when piracy went

out of fashion they bought land and
built casascamas with their ill gotten gainsbaans
gave a lot of money to the church for
absolution and became substantial
law abiding citizens

one who does not mind hard climb-
ing finds trinidad the most charming
place in the world with views on every
hand which would drive an artist wild
with enthusiasm rambling and hilly
with antiquetique casas and palm shaded
gardens the old town clings to the
sideaide of eljia watchWatoh tower moun-
tain feet above the caribbean ex-
posed to both mountmountainalln and oceanmean
breezes edth neither excessive heedheat nor
cold from year to year its cli mateisis
about the perfect under the sun
surely this Is the heart of that land
wherein it Is always afternoon every-
body seems to sleep through the hours
of sunshine in a long walk at mid-
day through the town of in-
habitantshabil tants you meet only here and
there a lazy donkey or a sleeping dog
notdot a human being except at rare in-
tervals a barefooted servant shuffling
along the shady side of the wall the
only drawback to the place is its lonellloneli-
ness and the feeling which possesses
the foreigner of complete isolation from
his kind there are several rnmesonesesones
and third class innsinne but you axeare not
obliged to stay in them long especially
if you havebave letters of introduction the
citizens areaire proverbially hospitable and
to them the visit of a foreigner bring-
ing a fresh breath from the farfaxfarawayaway
world tois a godsend

the streets of trinidad axeare naanonarroww
as the norronarrowestwest inan america
and mostly unpaved but extremely
picturesque with theirtheft low walled
rough tiled houses and high sounding
names over the doorsdoom As in havana
the business streets are a realization
of Bellamys dream of a universal um-
brella because of anaai uninterrupted

of awnings stretchedbed across acif

fording complete shelter from sun and
rainraan in the quarter the
houses are mostly built of stone and
some of them are imposing with arched
entrances and much facades
resembling carved marble they differ
from those in havana in not having
any divided wails between the roomsroom
only the kitchen and sleepingBle apart-
ments being partitioned tot 0 the ceil-
ing the restreef are a series of open
arches vast high belling expanses af-
fording free circulation of air and mag-
nificentent perspectives of marble floors
rich frescoes panels and taste-
ful furnishings one of the finest houseshous
in town itif not toin the whole land toIs
owned by an american citizen mr
baker by name but herebete resides senor
bah quare perperhaps the handsomest
country home in the valley is owned by
mr stillwelllwell a new englander who
has a large plantation and lives like a
prince the war has not yet effected
tibia part of cuba to any appreciable
extent undund when I1 visited the place a
few weeks ago things were going on
as usual nothing short of sampsonsSamp sons
and Shafshatterstes sunggune can wake theup to a realization sense
of the true situation they talk in a
sleepy way of political81 troubleslea in the
island but as of something which does
not concern them tnin their Axarcadian re-
treat the nearest approacHi to iffe and
galty in trinidadTrind daKI teis seen onan sunday
aidd thursday evenings when the

takes place in the plaza carillothe square in the center of the townopopposite the governors residenceraddence lais a
beautiful place and differs in some

from ayany others I1 have seen in
the middle teis a large domelikedome likeouke arbor
from which stone walks radiate bor-
dered by flower beda and shaded byorby or

namental shrubbery aundaround the
outskirts of the park ex-
tends a very broad

the campo del matre is another
fine large plaza at the southeast end
of the town with barracks and drill
grounds for the garrison but the
mostmoat attractive resort of the place is13
what is known as the eijia watch-
tower a point on the adjacent moun-
tain which may be easily reached on
horseback or even in a for
those who are good climbers it is the
fashionable thing to go up before
breakfast there is a rustic road
winding under pines and palms past
straw thatched huts the military hos-
pital and the ermeta de la and
he who has not seen the sun rise above
the incomparable vale of trinidad and
illumine the heights around it or sink
among the green cays of the western
oceanocean has lived almost in vain bpspeak-
ing

eak
of american capitalists in this

region time was and time will be
again when a well located sugar es-
tate in cuba was considered as safe

it

and valuable an investment as one
could possibly have of course the
war has greatly depreciated values
but when it Is over things will be
booming in the ever faithful isle as
never before everybody knows how
during our civil war sugar attained aphenomenal price in the united states
the best grades reaching 20 cents tazthepound this circumstance inducedwm H stewart the new york mil-lionairelionlioalre to purchase the magnificent
estate called la carolina in ma-
tanzas province its annual yield was
about eight million pounds of fine
white sugar he saldpaid eight hundred
thousand dollars in gold for the drop
erty and for years it returned to himat least per on the original
investment in 62 mr moses taylor
another very rich and influential new
yorker who had been a large importer
ofat cuban sugar purchased a halfinhalf in
hereof in the famous san martineMartlne
plantation it waswaa just the size ofthe district of columbia 10 milessquare and was superbly equIpequippedDedhaving a fine old castellated mansion
of stone for a farallyfamily residence whatmr taylor paid for his halthalf waswaa never
known but for years the crop waa
simply marvelous reaching for oneseason pounds it was saidat the time that taylor received back
his purchase money in less than twoyears

the great firm of warburg
co of new york Is18 ILa heavy owner ofsugar property in santa clara prov-
ince the welchesWels hes sugar orofphiladelphia are also owners of large
cuban estates it will be remembered
that when president grant named the
eldest of the welsh brothers to be min-
ister to england his confirmation was
strongly objected to by a faction in thesenate on the ground that he was theowner of slave worked estates andprofited by their labor just atterafter ourwar mr james mchatton of eastbast
baton rouserouge parish la went to cuba
in search of a plantation which limited f
means could buy he found it near
matanzas 2000 acres of the light col-
ored soilsoll which in cuba tola called mu-
latto land and which had been
worked so long solely in sugar cane
that it would yield less than half a41crop at the upper end of the eataestatetemr mchatton found a series of deep
eaves which if ever discovered beaole
had been entirely forgotten and these
made his fortune parfor ages milliomillionsAA
of bats had made this their haunt and
time and natures chemistry had con-
verted their droppings into the berstbeatfertilizer for worn out sugar andlands yet known within threeyears the mchatton place waswaa turningout eight thousand pounds of sumetsugar w
the acre and the shrewd louba
found another greogreat fortune in hia bf


