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Cui1caGo, Dec. |1.—Geuveral Miles
tuday received -a report from Cap-
tain Conrad to the effect that scven-
teeu bundred Indiane at the Yank-
ton Bloux agency are now receiving
rations enough for merely two days
out of A week and are starving.
Their crops have failed, and, al-
though they are willing to work,
there is Lo employment for such
a npumber during the winter. On
ration day they are so fumished
that they c(annot resist eating at
once practically all they receive,
notwithstanding another issue is
not due for a week. Itis astanding
complaivt with these Indians that
they have 31750 owing them for
right-of~way of lapd locked up in
the Treasury at Washingten, and
individuals among them sare un-
paid for services rendered the gov-
ernment as far back as 1862.

BisMarox, 8.D., Dec. 11.—Major
MeoLaughlin, agent at Stauding
Rock Agency, ig in today. Hesays
there i8 o damger of an outbreak
and never has been. Bitting Bull
and his foliowers are still keeping
up the ghost danceon Grand River,
but thinks a week more of cold
weather will stop the dancing. He
says the reports from Standing Ruck
of a cattle slampede by Indians and
an exchauge of shots vear Buffalo
Gap is a capard. No cattle have
been run off by the Tudiaus, only
their own stock. ’ |

Cuicaco, Dee. 12— A special
from Pioe Ridge, 8. D., indicates a
fight between the peace and the
war factions in the Two BStrikes
band, more saoguinary than in-
dicated in the Associated Press dis-

atches. It says that Yauvkton

tharlie, a full blooded Sioux aund
gouvernment scout, came in from
the Indian camp in the Bad Lands
and reports & bloody flght among
the followers of the chiefs Bhort
Bull and Two Strikes. Kach
claimed the leadership and each
tried to secure it by force. Tne resuit
js twenty to fifty dead I[odiaps.
This report has been verified by sev-
eral who have been waiting for some
time to escape to the agency. As
the spies took ad vautage of the fight
to maks their escape,it is not known
yet which echief was conquered:
Large reinforcements hinve come in
from Standing Rock and  other
agencies, The depredalions of the
[ndians have been extended to the
foot of the Black Hills. It is use-
Jess to talk of peace. There has
been no attempt made on the part
of the hostiles to move cul of their
intrenchmeunts, since the peace
council was held. None of the
romises made there has been Eept.
I;‘hlare is great excitement here. Lt is
sajd that when the chiefs retnroned
from the agency a council was held

and Two Strike and his fol-
lowers favored eace, but
Kicking Bear, hort Buli

and other chiefs composing the
majority of the camp toock a decided
stand on anpother ground. The
council-lasted several -hours doring
which the excitement reached its
highest pitch and finally broke upin
a fight. 'The troops have received
orders to be in readivess to march o
the Bad Lands.

Kansas City, Dec. 15.—Duis

Del Commuuv of Choluiu, Pueblo,
Mexieo, was in the city today, en-
route to Chicago. 1o au interview
tonight he said the Aztec Iudlans
of Mexico sre afflicied with a Mes-
siah craze very similar to that
which is disturbing the Todians in
the northwest. The Aziec prophecy
i8 very like that which is bLeligved
in by the S8joux. The Messiah will
cause the volcano Popocatapet to
erupt and overwhellm the country
with lava, which will destroy ali
but the A zZtecs.

CHicaGgy, Dec. 14 — General
Miles, accompavied by Captain
Maus and the geveral’s private sec-
retary, Mizen, left Chicago tonight
for Bt. Paul. The general will stoy:
at 8t. Paul & c¢ouple of days aud
then go te the northwestern Indiaw
country. He could not say how
long he would be ubsent.

==

THE FLIGHT OF BIRDS.

The bebavior of pome birds is so
peculiar that they are suppozed to
be as fond of sport as kittens, pup-
pies, auid monkeys; and the purpose
of this paper. says s writer in the
Erié( Pa.) Gazetle, if to speak of a
few birds thatseem to be of sporting
tendence while ob the wing, and
theu call attention to some of the
principles of action that govero
them io lighié aod alse in maintaiv-
fug thhemselves in the air without
any apparent motion of the wiugs
as they do ia *‘sailing.”

Tihe canary flite from perch to
pereh dexterously, and it seems to
do su0 sometimes merely for the
pleasure of the exercise. Mwallows
assemble high iv theair, avnd fly
about here aud there so swiftly that
when the stroke of the wing
is  stopped they sail through
the air a long distance on
extended wings. making long
curves jwithout descenuing, ap-
parently, toward the earth. lhey
crues and recross each other’s track,
time after time avd hour after hour,
ln a very sportive manner. A few
days agu three dumesticated pigeons
were seed in the air over a three-
storied building in this city,
sporting, apparently, ugainst a
steady, strong breezes They made
rapid flights against the wind a
short distance upward at an anple
of aboubs thirty degrees, and then,
with a tirm, outspiead wing, they
“aat upon the wind,?’’ as in sailing,
8till advancing, until the momentum
they had acquired by common flight
had been expended, wheu they be-
gan to fall backwargd by the force of
the wind and also dowhward by the
force of gravity. After they bad
been Llown backward nearly to the
pvint from which they started a
vigorsus flopping of wingssent them
forwanl, again to be forced back.
These movemenls were, apparently,
often repeated for sport.

It may be of some interest to
ascertain, if possible, the means hy
which birds maiutain their fiight
in sailing against the windor in
cireles. Dr. Holder has given con-
giderable attention to the subject,
and he comes to the conclusion that
“birds remain in the alr precisely

‘cisely the same as vessels on
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a8 a boy’s kite does, literally sitiing
upon the bre: ze, gravity operating
in liew of the string.”” In both
casges the actiou of the wind v each
would be the same, and the aolicn
of gravity would affect both the
kite and the bird, but with greater
foree on the bird, because the
weight of the bird may be greater
than that of the kite, and here the
analogy between themn comes to av
end, for without the string nod its
attachment to guys leadivg to the
extremeties of the frame the kite
would fall to the ground, as it al-
ways does when the string breaks or
is lei lovge. The bird must depend
on its own muscular epergy to
gustain iteelf 1o the air or it falls
mors quickly than the kite. The ef-
fort of the bird is far from being “‘pre-
¢isely?? hike the string of a kite tied
to a hitch postor in the hands of a
running boy.

Dr. Holder falls into a similar
error in saying: “When birds rise
in circles they are operated en pre-
the
water.?? Theerrorlies insupposing
the bird moves obliquely side-wise
by the wind against the sails, Be-
tween the two there seems to be no
sumilarity of movements. The
vessel lies still on the water where
there is oo wind, but a bird can
mount upward and “‘aail* in a calm,
Birds have no supernataral power
over gravity or any other force, and
to rise above the earth they must
use their wings. The front of the
wing inclines slightly downward at
every downward stroke, and at
every upward gtroke it inclioes np.
ward, the resistance of the air form-
ing, a8 it were, an inclined plape
dowuo which the wing slides for-
ward, causing the bird to advance,
and by ap almost invisible vibration
of the winga birds are doubtlesas en-
abled to sail a long time.

Fagles and some other large birds
remain frequentiy a long time in
the air cireling round aud round
without auy visible movement of
the wing or any apparent descent
toward the earth. I'he soaring of
these creatures of the air is general-
ly looked upon as a great mystery,
und several theories have been ad-
vanced to exXplain the phenomen-
on. Theidea of momentum having
been acquired by ihese birde’ effort
in flyiug to sustain them in the air
after they commence sailing is
plausible enough for a short sail,
but for long distances the explauvs-
tiou is wvery unsatisfactory. The
force and acquired momevtum are
not sufficient ta buoy up 1he body
of an eagle against the force of
gravity, and a solution of the mys-
tery must be sought for elsewhere.
[fit could be proved tht a tremu~
lous moevement of the wings is suf-
ficlent for sailing, whicti I imagine
is really a fact, the soaring of that
interesting bird, the emblem of
liberty, would be to my mind a
patisfactory explanation.

I bave looked overa precipice at
Lank swallows, who had neats di-
rectly under my eye, they veiog
iguorant of my presence. Un com-
ing from a distance they would siop
the usual motion of the winga, end
tbeir flight by saillog, apd as zthey
approached the nest 1.could see the



