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CHICAGO april 1897
A most successful conference washeld

here in chicago commencing saturday
april at io10 a m in wicker park
hall soi north avenue and which lasted
two days

we were favored with the presence of
elder lewis A kelsch president of the
northern states mission and the follow-
ing elders from utah john N davis
president of the north illinois confer-
ence john F F dorius C L monch
gustavus adolphus charles A
Haacke Edward P Midgley Christopher
burton charles jensen 0 0 richen
W J harrison lewis mccartymccarry joseph

and uriah G miller
the meetings were presided over by

elder john N davis reports were
by elders WWJJ harrison and mc-

carry about their labors in indianaindiana
where they had met with very good suc
cess in spspreading tthehe prinprintedted word
the vovoiceice of wawarningruing the elders
bad been treated very kindly by the
people and felt well in their labors

elders charles jensen and 0 0
kichen had labored lorfor the last six
months in ajlala salle county with head-
quarters at ottowa where they had dis-
tributedtritsi buted many tracts and gained many
trietfriendsids they ssaidid thethey had been
blessed wonderfully of the lordrd having
been preaching the gospel without purse
orca scrip they found many people who
were acquainted with the mormonscormons some
fifty years ago it was interesting to
thimthem to visit thelthe honhan john miller at
freedom la salle county who as a
member of the chucri made the elders
welcome to hisbis beautifuldul farm home
he is about 76 years of age has visited
utah twicetice has been acquainted with
theiffie latter day saints from the days of
nauvooKau and is a roanman well informedinformed re

also politically and enjoys the
andaad esteem of all the people lininactthe neighborhood he has a host of

friends and relatives in utah especially
at millmall creek salt lake county

elder uriah G miller whose mission
hadbad been in indiana had visited his
jf john miller in indiana hadbad
enjoyed his labors as a missionary and
hadbid been well provided for as the hearts
of the people had been open to extend
kindness to him

elders gustavus A chris
I1 mcmanch and john F F dorius re-
ported about their labors in chicago
intendedattended to be chiefly among the scan-
dinaviansdinavi ans but they bad taken their part
equally with the other Feldersaders speaking
the english language and had been
blessed in their efforts

elder charles A haack had worked
anon the germans but hebe like the
scandinavian elders had to speak in
both languages

elder midgley who also helped us
saso nicely in our meetings by playing the
orgonorgan reported hisbis labors which hadbad
been only a short time since he came to
chicago he had tried to make the
people0pie acquainted with the message ofrethe gospel by visiting their houses and
daridistributingbuting tracts

at all our meetings every elder bad a
opportunityponunity to speak and

ea of faubfaith repentance and baptism

also the reception of the holy ghost
were treated upon very interestingly

elder uriah miller gave a very pointed
lecture uuponon the divinity of the book of
mormon joseph hulme treated upon
the resurrection inin a scientific and edi-
fying manner the unity of the mem-
bers in the church and divine authority
was spoken on by elder midgley elder
christopher burton also treated upon
the principle of faith also spoke of the
book of mormon as a divine record of
the people who were the aboriginal in-
habitants elder L A kelsch said he
was well satisfied with the labors of the
elders not only in this conference but
in the various conferences that he has
attended lately in this mission impressed
the elders with the necessity of being
exemplary men in all things spoke of
the restoration of the holy priesthood
to joseph thlethe prophet as one of the
neneatestgreatest blessings to this generation

e also spoke with great impreimpressive-
ness

asive
upon the duties that devolve

the latter day saints
elder john N davis conference

president expressed satisfaction was
espeespeciallybially pleased with the work of the
eldeeldersS the good seed which had been
sown would surely spring up and bear
fruit he advised the spreading of
our literature among the people

sunday afternoon JJ F F dorius read
the statistical and financial reports of
the branch and conference which
showed that a good work had been
done and that the saints through their
willingness hadbad helped to maintain the
ball which had been hired lorfor our meet-
ings in the city the relief society also
hadbad done very well in the short time
since it had been organized
3rdard 1896

at the last meeting on sunday even-
ing the hall was well filled with saintsanaand strangers and we were favored with
the presence of elder lorin farr of og
den who had been in chicago on a visit
he gave a sketch of the great latter day
work from the beginning and as he hadbad
lived with the prophet joseph smith
while a young man he bore a powerful
testimony to the sterling character of
that man and to the divinity of his great
mission and repeated several times that
Jjosephaspe h smismithh was one of the greatest
pprophets thatthat ever lived elder farr
waswaalistlistenedened to with great attention and
much pleasure by all present

at this session elder davis presented
the general church authorities who
were sustained by the faith and prayers
otof the saints also as the president of
the northern states mission elder
L A kelsch conference president el-
der john N davis elder christopher
burton as mission clerk and all the el-
ders laboring in this mission thus
ended another conference and enjoyable
time in chicago As we understand it
the lostlast october conference was the first
ever held in chicago by the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints

in mentioning the relief society I1
wish to remark that they have been will-
ing to help the elders financially and
even at our conference brought their
baskets filled with refreshments so that
between meeting the tables were
spread and instead of scattering about
could enjoy a sociable time together

the hall we meet in is the same that was
rented last fall it is a commodious
building and we feel greatly favored in
having obtained such a good place the
proprietor and all who have to do with
the building treat us with the greatest
respect and kindness I1 also wish to
state that any communications to any
of the elders laboring in this north il-
linois conference can be addressed to
northern states mission le moyne
st illinoischicago I1 i

before closing I1 desire to express our
sincere thanks to the DESERET NEWS
for the aid it is to the missionaries to
those away from home it is as a re
freshing breeze from the mountains

JOHN N DAVIS
president olof north illinois conference

JOHN F F DORIUSdolous clerk

SOUTHERN california

saxSAN dirgoDIEGO california
april 1897

elder E H nye president of the
california mission in company with his
wife and five elders arrived in the
southern california conference and the
party was joined at los angeles by el-
ders laboring in that city and vicinity
reaching herehere april where every-
thing was inin readiness for regular semi-
annual conference which convened
april at zo10 a m three
meetings were held with a larger at-
tendance than at any previous confer-
ence

after opening exercises elder P T
wright president of the conferenceconle rence
now released to return home made

welcoming remarks and reported the
conference in a prosperous condition
he stated that the morning and after-
noon services would be devoted to read-
ing general reports by elders from the
various fields which plan was carried
out

elders J D irvine and W C horsley
who hadbad been laboring in san diego
and los angeles respectively reported
that difficulty had been experienced in
getting people to the balls which condi-
tion had suggested street preaching as a
direct means of preaching the gospel
and an indirect way otof filling the halls
on sundays the suggestion had been
carried out and street meetings had
proved successfulsful large intelligent
audiences approaching the hundreds
had listened with profound and respect-
ful attention and the fruits had been
manifest in the disappearance of much
prejudice and the acquisition of many
friends some baptisms were directly
attributable to this class ofiwork

elders german E ellsworth and G
T hardsogHar whose labors for the past
six months bad been confined mostly
to orange and san diego counties re-
spectivelyively where they had traveled
without purse and scrip made very flat-
tering reports relative to the mode of
traveling pursued As they journeyed
from town to town appointing and hold-
ing meetings they were usually received
with consideration and sympathy suffi-
cient to prevent them from suffering for
necessities they were elated over
their experiences I1

elders charles brown J S berry E
A bushman john Y smith willard

and E M whitesideswhitesides made
reports which were satisfactory and
gratifying as was also those of the pre-
vious speakers each report was chatchar


