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MISCELLANECUS.

NORTH ILLINOIS CONFERENCE.

CHicaco, April 27th, 1897.

A most successful conference was held
here in Chicag¢, commencing Saturday,
April 24th, at 10 8, m., in Wicker Park
hall, so1 North avenue, and which lasted
two days.

We were favored with the presence ol
Elder Lewis A. Kelsch, president of the
Northern States mission, and the follow-
ing Elders from Utah: John N. Davis,
president of the North lllinois confer-
ence; John F. F, Dorius, C. L. Monch,
Gustavus Adolphus Ohlson, Charles A,
Haacke,Edward P. Midgley,Christopher
Burton, Charles jensen, O. O, Richen,
W. ]. Harrison, Lewis McCarry, Joseph
Hulme and Uriah G. Miller.

The meetings were prerided over by
Elder John N. Davis. Reports were
given by Elders W, ]J. Harrison and Mc-
Carry about their labors in Indiana,
where they had met with very good suc-
cess In spreading the printed word,
the Voice of Warring, The Elders
bad been treated very kindlg by the
people, and felt well in their labors.

Elders Charles Jensen and O. O.
Richen had labored for the last six
months injLa Salle county, with head-
quariers at Ottowa, where they had dis-
tributed many tracis and gained many
friends, They said tney had been
blessed wondertully of the Lord, baving
been preaching the Gospel without purse
or scrip. They found many people who
were acquajnted with the Mormonssome
fifty years ago. It was interesiing to
them to visit the Hon, john Miiler, at
Freedom, La Salle county, who, as la
member of the Chucrh, made the Elders
welcome Lo his beautilul farm home
He is about 76 years of age, has visited
Utah 1wice, has been acquainted with
the Latter-day Saints from the days ot
Nauvoo, and is a man well informed, re-
liglousiy, also politically, and enjoys the
respect and esteem of all the people ;in
the neighborhocd. He has a host of
friends and relatives in Utah, especially
at Mill Creek, Salt Lake county.

Elder Uriah G. Miller, whose mission
had been im Indiana, hhad visited his
relative, John Miller, In Indiana; had
enjoyed his labors as a missionary, and
had {)een weil provided for, as the hears
of the people had been open o extend
kindness to him,

Elders Gustavus A. Ohlson, Chris.
L. Mcnch and Jobn F. F. Dorius re-
ported about their labors in Chicago,
intepded to be chiefly among the Scan-
dinavians; bul they bad taken their part
. equally with the other Elders, speaking
the English language, and had been
blessed in their efforts.

Elder Charles A. Haack had worked
among 1the Germans, but he, like the
Scandinavian Elders, had to ;speak in
both languages.

Eider Midgley, (who also helped us
30 nicely in our meetings, by playing the
organ) reported his labors, which had
been only a short time since he canie to
Chicage. He had tried to make the
pecple acquainted with the message of
the Gospe , by visiting their houses and
distributing tracts.

At all our meetings every Elder had a
opportunity to speak; and the lprinci-
ples of faith, repentance and baptism,

also the reception of the Holy Ghost,
were treated upon very interestingly.

Elder Uriah Miller gave a very pointed
fecture upon the divinity of the Book of
Mormon, Joseph Hulme treated upon
the resurrection, in a sciemific and edi-
fying manner. The unity of the mem-
bers in 1the Church and divine authority,
was spoken on by Elder Midgley, Elder
Christopher Burton also treated upon
the principle of faith; also spoke of the
Book of Mormon as a divine record of
the people who were the aboriginal in-
habitants. Elder I. A. Kelsch said he
was well satisfied with the labors of the
Elders, not only in this conference, but
in the various conferences that he has
atlended lately in this mission; jmpressed
the Elders with the necessity of bein
exemplary men in all things; spoke o
the restoration of the Holy Priesthood
to Joseph the Prophet, as one of the
greatest blessings to this generation.
He also spoke, with great impressive-
ness, upon the duties that devolve upgn
the Latter-day Sainis.

Eider Johm N. Davis, conference
president, expressed satisfaction; was
especially pleased with the work of the
Elders, The good seed which had been
sown would surely spring up and bear
fruit He advised the spreading of
our literature among the people,

Sundayafternoon, ], F. F, Dorius read
the statistical and financial reports of
the branch and conterence, which
showed that a good work bad been
done, and thal the Saints, through their
willingoess, bad helped to maintain the
hall which had been hired lor our meet-
ings in the city; the Relief spciety also
bad done very well in the short time
since it had been organized Febrnuary
3rd, 1896, ‘

At the last meeting, on Sunday even-
ing, the hall was well filled with Saints
and strangers, and we were favored with
the presence of Elder Lorin Farr, of Og-
den, who had been in Chicago on a visil.
He gave a sketch of the great latter-day
work from the beginning; and as he had
lived with the Prophet Joseph Smith
while a young man, he bore a powerfu!
1estimony to the sterling character ot
thai man, and to the divinity of his great
mission, and repeated several times that
Joseph Smith was one of the greatest
prophets that ever lived. Elder Farr
was listened 1o with great attention and
much pleasure by all present.

At this session Elder Davis presented
the general Church authoriiies, who
were sustained by 1he faith and prayers
ol the Saints. Also as the president of
the Northern Siates mission, Elder
L. A. Kelsch; conference president, El-
der John N. Davis; Elder Christopher
Burton as mission clerk, and all the EI-
ders laboring in this mission.
ended another conterence jand enjoyable
time in Chicago. As we understand it,
the last October conference was the first
ever held in Chicago by the Church of
Jesus Churist of Lalter-day Saints,

In mentioning the Relief society, I
wish to remark that they have been will-
ing to help the Elders financiallyyand,
even at our conference, brought their
baskets filled with refreshmenis, s that,
between meeting, the tables were
spread, and instead of scattering about,
could enjoy a sociable 1ime together.

Thus |

The ball we meet inis the same that was
rented Jast fall. It is a commodious
building, and we feel greatly favored in
baving obtained such a good place. The
proprietor, and all who have to do with
the building, treat us with the greatest
respect and kindness, I also wish to
staie, that any communications to amy
of the Elders laboring in this North II-
linois conference, can be addressed to
Northern States mission, 143 Le Moyne
5t., Chicago, Illinois.

Before closing, I desireto express our
sincere thanks to the DESERET News,
for the aid it is to the missionaries. To
those away from hote, it is as a re-
freshing breeze from the mountains,

oHN N, Davis,

orth Illinois Conference.

Joun F. F. Dokius, Clerk.

President ol

'SOUTHERN CALIFORRIA.

SaN Dieco, California,
April 26th, 18¢7,

Elder E. H. Nye, president of the
California mission. in company with his
wife and five' Elders, arrived in the
Southern California conference, and the
party was joined at Los Angeles by El-
ders laboring in that city and vicinity,
reaching here April 25th, where every-
thing was in readiness for regular semi-
annual conference, wbich convened
April 2sth, at 10 o'clock a. m. Three
meelings were held, with a larger at-
tendance than at any previous confer-~
ence.

After opening exercises, Elder P, T.
Wright, president of the conference
(now released to return home), made
welcoming remarks, and reported the
conference in a prosperons cond:ition,
He stated that the morning and aiter~
noon services would be devoted to read-
ing general reporis by Elders from the
various fields, which plan was carried
out,

Elders . D. Irvine and W. C. Horsley,
who had been laboring in San Diego
and Los Angeles, respectively, reported
that difficulty had been experienced in
getling people to the halls, which condj-
tion had suggested street preaching as 3
direct means of preaching the Gospel,
and an indirect way of filling the hallg
on Sundays. The suggestion had beep
carried out, and street meetings had
proved successful. Large, intelligent
audiences, approaching the hundreds,
had listened with profound and respect-
ful attemtionm, and the fruits had beeg
manifest in the disappearance of much
prejudice and the acquisition of many
friends. Some baptisms were directly
attributable to this class of,work.

Elders German E. Ellsworth and G,
T. Hardivg, whose labors for the past
six months, had been confined mostly
to Orange and San Diego counties, re-
spectively, where they had traveled
without purse and scrip, made very flat-
tering reports relative 1o the mode of
traveling pursued, As they journeyed
from town to town appointing and ho!d-
ing meetings, they were usually received
with conslderation and sympathy suffi-
cient to prevent them from suffering for
necessities, They were clated over
their experiences,

Elders Charles Brown, J S. Berry, E.
A. Bushman, gzohu Y. Smith, Wiilard
Scowcroft and E. M. Whitesides niade
reports which were satisfactory and
gratilying, as was also those of 1he pre-
vious speakers. Each report was char~



