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4t? Why do the papers not declare
against it? Why does not the state
legislature pass laws against it?"

In an earlier part of the report the
preacher is quoted as saying
polygamy is still practised "by the
leaders of the Mormon Church.”

It is hard to dec!de whom to pity
gmost in a case of this kind: the college
which is handicapped by a “financial
_agent’ 50 imbecile, the sald agent him-
gelf for the density of his ignorance,
or the editor of a paper which can be
deluded into publishing stuff the falal.
ty of which is evident upon its face.
As a college representative from Salt
T.ake City, Rev. Mr. Bliss cannot per-
haps be expected to know that no
Mr. Partridge is or ever was President
.of the Mormon Church, whose head-
quarters are here; but the New York
Volee ought to know it, or forever
cenBe to claim Intelligence enough to
attempt the instruction of other peo-
ple. As truthfully might the remarks
of Labouchere be attributed to the
queen of FEngland; as well might
Ignatius Donnelly be called the Mika-
do of Japan, or Cardinal Manning be
‘designated the Pope of Rome, as that

an undefined “Mr. Partridge’ be
styled the President of the Mormon
Church!

But, walving the point of personality
“here ralsed, and which, ot itaelf s
enough to brand all the rest of the
report, we defy Blisa to find in the
sChurch organ, printed in Salt TLake
City,” any such allusions8 or advice or
inferences a3 he assumes. Moreover,
we challenge him to prove—and we
know he will never venture to under-
take it—that polygamy is stlll prac-
4iped by the Ileaders of the Mormon
Church. “The papers” have '‘declared
against it “The State leglslature”
and not only that, but the State Con-
wtitution also, have made all the
prohibitions against it that any sensi-
ble man, and that almost any fool,
can ask for. ‘What more would this
reverend “financial agent” like?

It is said that excess of Joy and
rapture sometimes drives top insan-
4ty, Thia Bliss must be something after
that BOTt.
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THE SABBATH QUESTION.

Columbus, Ohip, has =& legal eon-
troversy ¢oncerning the Sunday laws,
which, acvording to the intention of
the interested parties, will be carried
40 the Supreme court. The right of
the city authorities to enforce enact-
ents againat amusements on the first
day of the week s involved.

A few days apgo the case of the city
agajhst tha keeper of & bhowling alley
. was declded against the city, The de-
fendant was charged with permitting
- game of ten-pina in his place on Sun-
day. He admitted the charge but
claimed that the city ordinance under
which he had been arrested was un-
constitutional. The judge held this
view to be correct. Im a lengthy re-
view of declstons and authorities the
court ruled that the city council has
no right to prohlbit amusements of
the first day of the week, which are not
morally wrong and not prohibited on
other daye, “The laws of the state,"
he said, “founded on the constitution,
smake a8 distinet line of severance be-
tween church and state. Any amuse-
mant-which 1s not offensive on a week
day does not become offensive on Bun-
da.y," .

The decision seema 1
the presumption that Sunday ordi-
nances are purely in the interest of the
churches and in no wise concern the
state. If this reasoning is further
carried out, the conclusion .would be
that nothing which {8 not unlawful on
the other days of the week can be pro-

io be based on
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hiblted on Bundays, and that hollday 'haa been stated that the Ia.‘tter Is mow

would be completely obliterated. People
would be justified in opening their
storeg, laboring In their flelds and so
on, as well as frequenting theaters
and halls of amusement. ;

The fact, however, as to a weekly
holiday is this, that the state 18 just
as much Interested In Its recognition
ag is the church. Which day of the
week 18 to be et apart for rest may he
purely an eccleslastical problem, but
not 8o the question of having one day
for that purpose. The state cannot
afford to lose the Sabbath. It has been
proven that' even animals that are
given a weekly day of rest perform
more labor during the year than those
continually worked. It has been abun-
dantly shown that no human beling
can etand the straln of continual ex-
ertion. physical or mental, -without
breaking down, and that the diversion
afforded by a conecientious ohservance
of a -Sabbath is conducive to health
and longevity, When the Jewish state
was formed the law.giver placed the
Qabbath ordinance in the moral and
eriminal code of the nation. as onc
of the safeguards of the people. It
was a question of policy as well as of
religion, It has often been claimed
that the agitation for the observance of
Sunday {8 only the clamor of church
people for state ald for ecclesjastical
purposes, This is not so. True pa-
triotism demands a day of rest for all
who are engaged in ugeful labor, no
matter what their view is as regards
thelr religioua duties. .
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CALIFORNIA'S GOLDEN JUBILEE.

The 50th anniversary of the dis-
covery of gold in Californla will be
celebrated in that state next month,
the 24th of January, 1898, The jubilee,

which is to be very grand, is being or-
ganized by the soclety of California
pioneers, the California miners’ asso-
clation, the merchants’ association ol
San Francisco, and the kindred as-
sociations of the native daughters and
the native sons of the golden west.
California ought to do all this in honor
of the great event; for she still leads
all the states in gold production, and
even increases her output every year.
Her story is that of an empire grown
within half a century and whose im-
portance to the Union has been In-
calculable.

Among those who will be present, or
who ought to be, Utah is able to names
the most prominent persons of all
One of these is Henry W. Bigler of 8t.
George, who is not only one of the
survivors of the original party which
discovered the Airst gold, but 18 him-
pelf the first and original chronicler of

the great event. His diary, under
date of Monday, January 24th, 1848,
contains this note: “This day some

kind of metal was found in the tajl-
race that looks llke gold.”  And six
days later, on Sunday, the 30th, he
writes: “Our metal has been trled and
proves to be gold. It i3 thought to be
rich. We have pilcked up more than
a hundred dollare' worth last week."
He was one of a party of ten, the ma-
jority of them belng Mormons and late
members of the Mormon Battalion,
who, In the employ of Captain Sutter,
and accompanied by James Marshall,
Rutter’s partner, and since generally
honored and commemorated in statue
and story as the discoverer of gold,
went up intg Colomas county to build a
mill. The allugion to the ‘'tail-race'*
will thus be understood. At last re-
ports there were only four survivors
of this original party. Bigler wap one,
James 8. Brown, of Salt Lake City
was angther,Azariah Smithy. of Manti,
Utah, was a third, and Peter Wimmer,

of Ban Diego, Cal, was the fourth, It

dead. Mesars. Bigler, Brown and 8mith
are still in mortality, and it 'ought to
be safe to say that Califormia will not
be neglectful of the honors and hospi-
tality due these aged veterans and Hv-
Ing witnesses of an event which was
fraught with such:incalculable results
to the Golden State, the Paclfle Coast,
the Great West, the mighty Republic
and the whole world.

THE PREACHING OF JESUS-

A profitable study, particularly to
missionaries In the field, will be found
in the sermons of our Savior and Hia
first followers, with regard to the form
in which their dlscourses were deliv-
ered. Never was there any more suc-
cessful preaching on earth, and yet 1t
was attended by no ostentatious dis-

play. There were no expiosions of
bombehells—figuratively speaking — in
the midst of the audience,accompanied.
in thé confusion, by a cali of sinners
to the mourners' bench to find ealva-
tion. There were no blasts of trum-
pets nor booms of drums in the Btreeta
where Jeaus of Nazareth passed by. A
frail boat by the sea shore was a sult-
able pulpit—seo quiet and unassuming
were His gestures; a green Bpot on
the mountain side, Where calmiy He
could sit down and teach the muiti-
tudes was His favorite platform. And
yet there was thé power of eloquence
as never felt before. There was mas-
terly simplicity, the most captivating
ornamentation, in all His discourses.
The work of Jesus as a Tencher
was largely one of gathering in the
honest in heart and glving to them
the keys of the new dispensation, a
work similar to that devolving upon

His messengers in this age. At the
end of every dispensation, such a
gathering has taken place. That is

the time when “His sheep” hear His
voice and follow Him. But it {8 the
voice of the gentle shepherd, not of
the bombastic orator, that will gather
the Iord’s flock. Undoubtedly the
whirlwind that rends the rocks and
the thunder that causes the earth to
tremble make a grand display; but it
i the gentle zephyr that bears on its
wing the presence of the Lord to 'the
proken-hearted wanderer {n the des-
ert, The sermong of Jesus should fur-
nish the Christian world a great lesson.

AMERICA NOT TO BLAME.

Paris newspapers express the view
that the Unlted States is to blame for
the barbarous war in Cuba. It Is all
due, they say, to the ambition of poli-
ticlans and the selfish alme of specu-
iators, The Soleil believes that it
would not be a bad idea for Kurope to
assist Spain “agalnst this thieving
Jollcy.”

It would be a decidedly bad ldea,
even admitting, for the sake of the
argument, the truth of the charge
made, because it would be exactly the
case of the physiclan with a beam In
his eye trying to remove the mote from
the eye of the patient. Whenever
Europe feels called upon to rise in vir-
tuous indignation against the “thiev-
ing polley” of any country, she has a
much more fruitful fleld of labor at
home, *and the occupation of Madagasa-
car by France would be a proper sub-
ject of investigation to commence with
Then the amlable neighbor of France,
Germany, has lately engaged In a
piece .of polley for which tha adjective
“thieving'’ is hardly adequate. High-
way robbery would- better.deacribe ft.
It is now-clear that.the  German. go¥v=
ernment selzed Chinese. territory with-
put the slightest provocation, and also



