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LOCAL NEWSPAPERS' STANDING.

THE Balt Liake Tunes has squarely
put itself in line with the newly-
organized Republican party iu this
ceunty, and may acconiingly be re-
garded as the partioular organ and
champion of the movement. The
Ieratd of course is ag valiantly Demo-
cratic. This gives each national party
a local journal in which to expound it8
doctrines and defend its policies; and
it may be certain that whoever from
this time on is unable to compare to the
satisfaction of his own mind the re-
spective beauties of the policy of cen-
tralization with those of the doctrine
of Btates rights, as well as the sound-
ness of the policy of protection with
that of free or freer trade, will have to
admit that his own wunwillingness
alone stands in the way. The Issue is
made, and the lines are drawn. The
bloodless contest is sure to be interests
ing, and it ought to be ipstructive.

The attitude of our anti-¢*Mormon??
morning cotemporary during these
pregnant days is one of singuiar con-
sistency. It has many a time and oft
repudiated the charge that it is an
‘anti-Democratic sheet; and it would
fain magquerade as the true loverof any
and a}l parties who possessed the one
qualification of undying hatred to the
settlers and the people of Utah. Yet it

has ever been a Republican organ at |

heart, and has championed with its
ablest endeavors the cause of the
“grand old party’ in even Its most
radical features. Hence it contented
iteelfl with mlldly ridiculing the
Democratic movement which came
into active life here two weeks ago; it

Apparently didn’t care what the Demo- | P

crats did auyway. It  could
stiil be outwardly “ Liberal »?
and more  staunchly Republi-
can. But what a change when

the leaven began to work among the
Republicans! Then its fury knew no
bounds. It accused many ot its old-
time friends with hypocriey, suggested
Improbable bargains that had been
made, ralled at the stupidity of its
somefime adherents who showed an
inelination to break the leading strings
with which it had held them, and
finally it came out with studied insults
and hrutal inuendoes against the men
who had fallen under its displeasure.
It has succeeded, therefore, in the short
apace of three weeks, in proclaiming
itself nov only anti-**Mormon,*’ but
also anti-Democratic and anti-Republi~
oan, Itis left almost without party
and hence without policy. Its floun-
derings in the deptha of desperation
would be pitiful if they were not so
ludicrous. It is now more defiantly
than ever the enemy of the advance-
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ment of the Territory, and has again

given proof of what we have always
claimed: that peace wad its nightmare
and incessant hate and warfare against
the general prosperity the food

upon which it reveled and gorged
itself.

THE CONFISCATION SCHEME.

The principles of sovereign'y and

aternalism anoounced for the United

tates government by the Supreme
court in ita decision in the case of the
Latter-day Saints’ church property,
which waas discussed last weel:, are of
more consequence to the American
peopleat thie time than appears in the
mere enunciation of the prineiples;
though in that, as we have reen, there
is accomplished, 18 far as the court can
go, a total revolution in the principlea
of government which were establlshed
hy the makers of the American Uniomn.
This can be more clearly illustrated by
following the lead suggested by the
courl. It will be remembered that the
court cited Rome as one of the authori-
ties for the porition which waa taken
in the decision; and by a brief ex-
amination of the Roman governmental
system, in its prineiple and in its work-
ings, in connection with certain
claims and movements which are be-
coming quite popular in this country,
the fuli meaniug of that decision can
be more clearly discerned.

In the Roman system the govern-
ment was supreme, absolute, paternal
and divine., ‘““The idea of the Btate was
the highest idea of ethics; and within
that was included all actual realiza-
tion of the highest good; lience the de-
velopment of all other 500(‘5 pertain-
ing to humanity was made dependent
on this**—Neander. Man with ail
that he had was subordinated to the
Btate; he must have no higher aim
than to be a gervant of the Btate; he
must seek no higher good than that
which the State could bestow. ¢“The
first principles of their law was the
aramount right ¢f the State over the
citizen. Whether as head of a family,
or as proprietor, he had no natural
rights of his own; his privileges were
created by the law as well as Jdefined
by it. The Btate, in the plenitude of
her power, delegated a portion of her
own irresponsibiiity to the citizen, whn
aatisfled the cunditions she required,
in order to become the parent of her
children; bhut at the same time she de
manded of him the sacrifice of his free
agency to her own rude idea of politi-
cal expediency.””— Merivale.

It is very evident that in such a
system there was no place for individ-
uality. The individual wasa part of
the Btate. There was noguch thingas
the rights of the people. The right of
the Btate only was to be considered
and that was to be considered absolute.
““The more distinguished 2 Roman be-
came, the less was he a free man. The
omnipotence of the law, the despotism
of the rnle drove him into a narrow
cirole of thought and action, and his
credit and influence depended on the
sad auvsterity of his life. The whole
duty of man, with the humblest and
greatest of the Romans, was to keep
his house in order, and be the obedient
servant of the Btate.*’— Mommsen,

Thus ev.ory Roman citizen was a
subject and every Roman 'subjeut. WAB

aslave. Itwould bedifficult to con-
ceive of a system of government whose
prineiples were more radically opposed
to those of the United States, than
were these,

As the State was paternal the Em-
peror was father of the people;, and as
such he gave to the people land, he fed
them, he gave them money, in short
he dealt with them as a father with his
children. But even before there was
an emperor this principle was the prin-
ciple of the government. The only
change from the times before the em-
perors, tothe times of the emperora,
was that in the imperial authority
there was merged in one man that
which before pertained to the govern-
ment composed of the senate, con-
sulate, and tribunate.

In the days of Tiberius Grac-
chus, B. (. 133, the public
lands were leased by the govern-
ment to capitaliste. And althcugh
there was a law which forbadeany ain-
gle holding of tmore than three hun-
dred and thirty-three acres, the law
was of ancient standing and had heen
gradually disregarded until practically
it was forgotten, and the capitalists
had entirely monopolized the public
lacd which they cultivated by slave
labor, and the citizena without capital
being unable Lo compete with capital
in control of slave labor, were virtually
crowded off the Jand. Tiberiug de-
termined that the monopolies should be
broken and that the public lands
should be restored to the citizens. It
was done, and within two years the
commissioners appointed to distribute
the land had settled forty thousand
families upon public Jande which the
menopolists had been obliged to sur-
render. But the commispioners soon
became unpopular. Those who were
compelled to resign their lands were
exasperated, of course. Oun the otber

hand, those to whom the land
was given were not in all
cases satisfied It was cettain
that some woub be given better

pieces of land than others, and that of
fteelf created jealousy and discontent.

Rut the greatest trouble was, that in
the great majority of cases it was not
land that they wanted, In fact it was
money that they wanted first of all;
and although the land was virtually
given to them and well improved at
that, they couid not get mouney out of
it without work. It had to be personal
work, too, becnuse to hire Blaves
was against the very law, hy virtue
of which they have received the land;
and to hire freemen was impossible;
(1)because no freeman would work for
a slave’s wages—that, ia his estimate,
would be to count himseif no bet‘er
shan a slave; and (2), the new Janded
proprietor could not afford to pay the
wages demanded by tfree labor, because
he had to meet the competition of the
wealthy landowners who worked their
land with slave labor.

The only alternative was for the
new landholders to work their land
themselves, an | do the bzst they could
at it. But as the money did not come
as fast as they wished, and as what
did come was ouly by bhard work and
economical Jiving, mapy of them
heartily wighed themselves back amid
the stir and bustle of the busy towns
working for dally wages, though the
wages might be small. The dlscon-
tented cries soon grew lond enough fo



