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THE DESERET NIWS.

EDITORIALS.

WHAT DO THE GROWLERS
WART?

ALTHOGGH the retarns of the gen-
ernl election of 1883 are not yet an-
ncanoed it is well known that the
People’s Ticket has been elected,
and in nearly every county by a
very large majority. This was just
what was antiolpated by all jparties.
It could not well be otherwlse, :If
there were over tweaty thousand
Democrata In a Territory or a Dia.-
triot against less than flve thousand
Repabiicans, who conld expeot that
the Republican ticket would be
elected? Bo, ag the People’s:Party,
nambers about five voters to every
one of the so-called “Liberal” Pariy
why shonld there have been doubt
anywhere sbout the result?

And yet there is 8 great deal of
growling golngon and complaints are

made that the election was*a farce.” { jn

Woell, the only farcical characters
appearing in it wers those who vot-
ed with the expectation that their
few baliots would swamp the many.
There 15 no farce about it except the
ridiculous antles of the losing party,
who have lost thelr favorite cry of
“polygamy!’’ and now do not know
what to how! about.
But if thelr gymnastics are amus-
ng, what shall we 18y abont the
contortions of papers outside the'Ter-
ritory? Here 1s the Cincinnati Times-
Siar talking in this way:

“The polygamlists seem not to
have found it dirticult to evade the
law 'governing registration, and
there & now nothiog to prevent
them from going to the polls and
eleoting local officera and legislators
who, though they are monogamists,
will do the bidding of the Twelve
Apostles.”

Now there has bean no ‘‘evasion of
the Iaw” in the elizhtest degrea,
The law hss been strictly complied
with, The polygamists have no?
gone to the polls. Ne person who
has ever been in polygamy has been
permitted to vote, and yet the resnlt
is, the People’s Party immensely
ontnambers its political opponent,
What 1is the mafter? imply
that it has more votes, and
the fact Ia made apparent that the
great outory which led ¢ the pecnll.
ar piece uf legislation known as the
Edmunds law, was a falzehood. For
now that polygamy is raled cut ofthe
ballte box, the result is thesame po-
Iitlonlly, so faras the anti-f‘Mor-
mons’ are concerned—they do not
gain confrol of the local offices nor
the local treasnry. Hence the an-
tics and the cry of *it’s a farce,”

‘1 he Ban Francisco Chronicis had
thls to say:

“An election for leg'slative and
county officers, under the Edmunds
law, takes place to-day in Utah. The
QGentiles take little interest In it, be-
cause they know the Mormons have
taken the pith out of the law, and
that the same old plan of connting
in tt,m polygamists wlill be carried
oat.*

How could the *Mormons® take
anything out of the Iaw? The elec-
tion was not in their handa. It was
not onder their regulation. The law
has sctoally been exceeded. That
the Commissioners who managed
the election have gone beyond the
law, making 1ts provisions retro-ac-
tive and etrefching it beyond all
reasonable bounds, the best
lawyers who have examined the
matter fully sgrese. And how can
any polygamist be counted in when
no polygamist was a candidata for
ofoce, and the **Mormons*’ have no-
thing to do with the counting? If
the People’s Party were deslrous of
copying the trioks of the pollticians,
they have not the power, for the
whole election machlnery is taken
out of their hands.
=t is essy fo percelve what the
growlers want now. It I3 the dia-
franchisement of all cllizens who
belleve inthe doctrines of the “Mor-
mon” Chareh, ‘1'hey do not ex-

ress thelr desires in direct terms.

hey do not say plalnly that the
“Mormona” should be deprived of
all politioal power beacaase of their
religions falth. But this s what
they mean. The TWmes Star puis
it this way:

WThe Utah Commission must be
invested wij sach discretionary
sathority as Wil make it possible to
atrip of thelr political privilegea sall
sympathizers with the obnoxious
band of oriminals who Persiah in de-
tying the Govetnment.””

That 18, $he growlers will not be

content aptil the very amail minor-
ity of the people of Uiah are em-
powered o trample npon the righta
of the vast msjority, and establish
within the republic of the Unlted
ktatea a kind of government for
which there iz mo parsllel in any
civilized nation, We do not think
there js & suffiofent number of tdiots
or rascals in =ny politioal party to
make this possible, s0 the growlers
may contipue to grumble in vain,

———— e t——

THE MORPHINE HABIT.

ONE of the growing vices of the

period is the habitual use of mor-
phine. It chiefiy a feminine vice.
New York at present farnishes the
largest number of victims, Persons
of all claszes indulge In the habit,
but the greatest alaves to it are

found in the t wo extremes of anclety.
The weslthy contract it through the
relief afforded by hypodermio jInjec-
tions; administered by pbysicians
cases of pain and insomnia,
and the lower class gradusate Into
the habit from Iintemperance and
through indulgence in other degrad-
ing vices.

A number of Jadies In New York
have organized for the purpose of
working to arreat the progress of
the evil, and their reports have dis-
closed its satonishing prevalence.
Physiciane find it a very difficuls
task to manage vietims of the mor-
phine habit, and the female caces
are the worst, as they soffer from
hysteria, lose self-control and geue-
rally have to be oured of the com-
plaint which has led to the use of
morphine asa relief, before they
can be redeemed from the vice,

The morphine habit once con-
tracted, appears to be a more for-
midable enemy to conquer than the
aloohol habil, and to be more deadly
in its effecte. Thoee who have been
tempted to fly to it for the relief of
pain or eadness had far better en-
dure and stroggle againet the afflio-
tions of sickness or sorrow, than
resort to something for temporary
alleviation which §s sure to plant in
them a craving for more, and, if
continued, to lead them quickly
down to misery and death.
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AN ANCIENT VERSION OF THR
DECALOGUE.

A cablegram from Londob, to the
New York Snn, dated Anguet 5th, ie
as follows;

A Mr., Bhoplra, of Jerusalem,
bookseller and dealer in antiguaries,
has just deposited in the British
Museum 16 slips of black sheepskin
leather, un which are written, in
oharacters slmilar to those on the
celebrated Moabite stone, portions of
the book of Deuteronomy, differing
materially from the received ver-
sion, The date of the alipe’is the
ninth century before Chriat, or six-
teen centuries older than any au-
thentio manoscript of any paréor
the Old Testament, Mr. Bhupira
bought them from an Arab, and he
asks for them 35,000,000 from the
British Muasenm, [f genuine, the
interest and importancs of the dis-
covery cannot be overrated, and so
far as the varlations in sacred text
are concerned, there is promise of
one of the gremtest controverafes
tha$ scholars have ever entered up-
on. The Decalegue furnishes a good
example for compariaon with the
received versions, I quote from the
8hapira record; i

Jam God thy God, which liberated t
from the land of Egypt, from the bouaim.;
bondage. Ye ehall have no othor gods. Ye
6ball not make to yoursolves any graven im-
age, oot A0F likeness that isin heaven above,
or that 15 in the earth booesth, or that Is in
tho waters under the earth. Ye shall not bow
dewn to themm nor gerve them.

Jam God thy God. In six days T bave
wadethe heaven and the earth and a1 that
(t’l;t;l:e tiﬁ“o gfeé:én, gn&lh reated on the seventh

[l rap ou 8
cattle and n&;hn thou mlﬁ‘” a4

Iam Hod thy G .
tby mother. ©d- Honor tby fatherand
Iam God thy God. Thou shalt not commit

aduitery with the wifs of thy nelghbor.

I 8m Goa tby God. Thou s ?
Prgt;rtagg :hh’ gghfﬁ haK notsteal the

m ¥ . Thou shalt not
my name filsely, for I visit the m?ﬁg l:),f
!tgltlt;:a;s upon tﬁe ol}ﬂdren unto the third ang
e ratio
nnIme ‘Ee&m. ns‘of those who take my
am God thy God. Thou gl

15150 witpess against thy b:cum-.l“]k e
IAam God thy God. Thou shalt not oovat
bis wife,or his man servant, or his mald BEra
i ot ok e
e m% Thou shalt not hite thy

w:::xﬂodthyuod. These ton words God
Dr. Ginsburg, the eminent Jewish
soholar, to whom Gladstone has Just
given £50 for the production of his
work on the Masorah, has decipher-
ed the above, and ie busy complet-

ing the transiation and determining,

on behalf of the museum, the genu-
neness of the fragments,
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METHODIST REPORTS AND
THE DISTRICT 8CHOQOLS,

THE Methodist Conference, which
was recently beld in this ecity, was
conducted with less of that vindic—
tiveness and anti-*“Mormon” venom

tome previous gatherings of the

eachers of Methcdism 1in Utah.
‘T'hies improvement in tone ia doubt-
jess due to the influence of the pre-
slding elder of this district, Rev.
T. Q. 1liff who, thongh an uncom-
promising opponent of ‘‘Mormon-
tam?’ has not, g0 far a6 wWe are awarse,
regorted to the low, ungentlemanly
and unchristian methods pursoed
by persons of the Fisiber, Hiiten and
Liyford stamp.

We can entertain feelings of re-
spect for & conalstent foe, however
flerce and determined may be his
opposition, if he ia aincers in his con-
victions and does mnot intention-

ally depart from the truth in
his attacks. But for the wil-
ful liar and money - grubbing

hypocrite, who takes advantage of
popular errors and prejudices againat
the “*Mormona® to spreau deception
and rake in cash {rom the credutous,
we have the most profound con-
tempt and detestation.

In lookipng over the Educational
Report to the Conference, signed by

T. C. 1lif; T. W. Linco/n and A, W,
Adkinson, we find on= objectionable
ataiement to which we desire to
draw attention. Lt is objectionable
because it ia not trme. It iscontsin.
ed in the annexed quotation:

«We deplore the condition of the
so-calied pablic school system of
this Territory as a sabverasion of the
true idea of education, in that itis
exclusively sectarian in ite charac-

than appeared as the chief featnre of -
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eflect of making the echouls
seotarian, These persons have been
gent here purposely to draw the
children of ¢Mormon®’ parents
away from the faith of their fathers.
This object is openly avowed by the
societies which send them here, and
it is nsed as a Plen to obtain money
by the preachers who go east for the
purpose of making a raike. They
do not talk fn that strain here, but
they do it there, and this is their
purpose, ag they weil know, For
the make of keeplng the dlstrict
achools unsectarian, them, it wounld
not do o engage any of them as
teachers.q

Therenare no purely ¢Mormon”
public echools in the ‘ferritory, ex-
cept the Brigham Young Academy
at Provo and the Brigham Young
College nt Logan., There are not
supported out of the public funds,
and are not part of the publie schoeol
system. They are praiseworthy in
stitutions and we wish there were
more of them In Utsh, The
term ‘‘Mormon echoole,’”” a3 ueed
in the report is misleading and im-
proper in that conneotion, becanee
the distriol echoois are not really
“Mormon’’ schools, for the reasons
whioh we bave already advanced.

But in cur opinion there onght to
be established In Utah a bona jide
“Mormon® or Latter-day Bafnts
schoo] eystem. The distriot achools,
having & statns that cannot be easi-
Iy disturbed, could remain as they
are, the publlo echools of the Terri-
tory sopported wholly or in jpart by

general taxation uwnder the eehool
Iawe, kept free from denominational
teaching and open to chlldren of all
classes of citigens. They could be
used as primary schools in which
the common branches of education
are taught. In addition to them and
ranging between them and the
University grade,a system of schools
corld be advantageocusly established
under the auspices and contro}
of the ©Church. Not Indebted

ter, and we affirm that the time has
come for the non-Mormon popula-
tion of this Territory to demand re-
presentation in thepe achools, in
view of the fact that the actual 1atio
of attendance of the missjon schools

to the Mormon is one to five, and
ths nomber of mieslon schools to
Mormon is one to four, and that a
vex{ large proportion of tuxes levied
for the support of Lhe laller Are from
non-Mormons >

We declare our readiness to throw
our whoie influence In favor of the
establishment of such a syatem of
schools as ghall be unbiazed by sec~
terian influences, whenever it shall
become practleable; bul so long as
the present condition of things ex-
ist, we believe that the mainten-
ance of distinctively Christian
schools s imperative.

The =sssertion that the publio
schoo] system of this Territory is
“axolnsively seciarian in its charac-
ter” is entirely incocrrect. If the
gentlemen who signed the report
are unaware of this, it is time that
they should become informed. They
will accomplish nothing permanent
and satiatactory to themselves by

.creating or promoting a8 fdlse im-

pressfon among tlhe people outside of
this Territory. They may collect a
little money from the charitable,
and Induce the Board of Church
Extension, Missiomary HBociety and
Woman’s Home Missionary Boclsty
to extend further aid, by fostering
the errors that prevail in reference
to the public achools of Utah, bnt
they will gain no enduricg beneflt
aud feel no in ward approval by such

R COUree.
The distriet schools of Utah
are not sectzrian in  their
character. They sare under:
the regnlations ~of the secular
Iaw. They sre no! supported by

any denominational donations,
They are not closed against the
chiidren of members of any sect or
parly. The qualifications of teagh-
ers therein, prescribed by law,do not
include membership of any particu-
lar church. The tenets of “Mor-
monism? or any other jam are not
park of the system of tuition, Thsy
are secular schools, and are neces-
sartly so, becanee to & greaj extent
they are supported by general and
uniform taxation. As a matter of
act, teachers have beem employad
in tl’lem, and gome are now under
engagement, who profess no faith in
the *“Mormon* Church. We are
not speaking mow of the poliey of
this, but only mentloning the fact.
The slgners of the report from
which we have quoted m:y nsk,
would the school trusteea employ
any of our Methodist prrachers and
teachers in the distriot schools? We
avswer, not if they had gocd com:.
mon etense and understood their

to the Territery or any public
funds for =a doilar, but
sustained entirely by the Liatter-day
Saints, eitber by & general Church
fond or by tuition fees as might be
detepmined, Only good, fsithfal
Intter-day Salnts should be allowed
to teach in them, and theology
should furm a part of their system
of instreetivn. The principlks, doo-
trines and history of the Church
should be tanght and ita spirit in-
colcated, and thosze who finkkh a
course therefn would thus be pre-
pared for a universily or colleglate
vourse, and sufflciently grounded in
the faith to be able to withetand
those asophistries of philosophy
which, in these times, are tacked on
to and pass under the name uf
science. These intermediate Bchools
wonld be ¢“Mormoen’’ echools in the
true sense, and fn our oplaion sre
greatly needed In every part of the
Territry.

The report which we have noticed
differs materinlly from several pre-
vious Methodist documents on the
same sobject, In that it scknow-
ledges the existence of public achools
in Utsh, while they declared that
there were none and that the “Mor-
man leaders were opposed to ednoa-
tion. It is not educationthat any of

that kind of teaching whlch wonld
lead antray the children, and plant
in thelr tender minda the seeds of
dootrinal plants which we consider
erroneous and nonsensical, No true
Latter-day Saint can be oppozed to
the spread of knowledge, tor our re-
ligion teaches that **the glory of God
is intelligence,” that **no man can
be saved in ignorance,” and that to
be guided into *all trath’” js the
great desideratum, while to promote
the practice of trae princfple is the
main object of true religion, We
are glad tosee this step in the right
direction, and hope that in time oar
M.E, frlends will proceed far encugh
to state nothing but facts In regard
to ¢“Mormonism®” and the $¢Mor-
mone,” and base their controversies
upon grounds that cannot be dis-
pated.
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THE GREAT SIN OF THE AGE.

WE publish to-day the full text of a
discourse delivered by President
John Taylor at Parowan, It is well
worthy of perueal by Baint and sin-
ner. We desire to callattention
mote particnlarly to the latter por-
tion. In it the great crime of adal-
tery is touched upon, and the duty
of men in authority in relation to
transgressors 1a clearly pointed ont.
This is & delicate subject, but one
that needs to be ventilated. As
President Taylorstates,aduliery and

pesitlon, For the employment of

15 eranna wonld hove tho waws
S0 T 18 W 1 howv r -

ing evils of the age. Thisls 0
evil and aduolterous generation”
Chiefly for this reason destrootion
will come upon it. The latter-day .
jadgmenta which are beginning 15 |
be poured oot are evidences of Gody
anger, which is kindled againat thy
wicked because of their rexual .
iquities. The Almighty reyuir !
that the fountains of life by |
ve kept pure and uncontam
nated. ;Bot they are pollnted y
their very source in all nationa, xy l
Christendom is more oulpabls py |
fore the Lord than any other portiy
of humanity, because of the ygrety
light it claims and the understad
ing it possesses of the theory of v
tue. Many sermons, lectores,
editorinla, plays, stories and sy
ments which are pubiished to ¢
world exalt virtue and aseail v
But those who read and appry
and in too many instances (hy
who write and utter thoee lsudatiy
of virtoe and auathemas

vice, act oné the reveree of m
they advocate and acknowledg:
be right., They worship virtue mi
their lips and viciate jls roles mi
apirit in their lives, This will brigg1
the greater damnation. It is claim

ed by some that sin 1s the result ¢
ignorance. But it is he who knowm
the Master’s will and does it ng |
that shall be “beaten with many
atripes.” “Where there is no hw
therels no transgression.” Itk .
the knowledge of the right and the
wilinl departuxe \heretrom that
bring] the great condemnatiop, |
Light is come into the worlg gy
men love durkness rather than Jigg '
because their deeds are evil, 7T;p
generation is able to percefre te
beauty of virtue, and ¥eiteven ip
corruption. It talks vt wng
practices vice. It is falron the .
wide and vile within. Itis painisd
and whitened, and scented mug
daintily attired, but ocorruption
lurks under the wourface. Its pre
tences enly make it the morsguilty,
for they indicate an understanding |
of purity, and society is only ehocks
od when sectet guilt is expored. It |
is not that which is done, but that .
which is found out that causesy
ahocz to the Wp-worshippers at vi-
tue’s sacred shrine.

Itis & well known fact that the
most vehement opponents of #ife;
men*’ plaral .maarriage oo alleged
moral grounds are ususaily diover-
ed to be petsohe of corropl deim
and Mbidinoua Hle. There sk m
deubt exceptions, but this hastesn |
proven to be the rule. On the otk '
hand 1t is well known to th's com- .
munity that the men and womg -
who have entered into the practios
of plural marriage are, as a e
people who are and have bsen care-
ful, strict and righteous in thelr
relatlons  with the  oppoeite
sex. Exceptions may befound, of
conrse, to thisfrule also. Bulibe
very nature of the plural familf re-
lation in this Chareh, withJis spe-
clal covenanis requiring camtty
and holinees, i caleulsted to s
mote virtue, For while it ga
sole men more wives than ons,\t
makes & deadly sin of all sexual in

tercourse outside of the martisg
relatiop. Men may MAITY WOIEL
ander strict ecclesiastioal reguls

the “Mormona’’ are Qppoggd to‘ bat tions, but they muast not devanch

em, As in the time of the reve
lation of the Mosale law, Gad kn
provided means whereby honorabl
wedlock may be consmmmated be-
tween his sons and danghters, ba
He has solemnly declared, “Tho
ghalt not commit adultery!”

This term iz used in the world®
slgnify the illicit Interconrse of pt
sons one at Jeast of whom js n#
ried to another. In this Chod#
is applled to all sexual comm®
outside of the marriage relatios &
a young unmarried oougle thoek
sooiate it is adultery, HBgbsequs
marriage does not condope &
crime. When a man so far fogl
the dignity due to himself and &
sanotity which should sorromi,
a glrl under bis protectin '
as to yield to passion and lead '
astray or join with her in n bresd
of virtue, the only eom penssation It
can make to her i3 to marry he
But the marriage does not change
the sin, mor cover wp the wrenf
from the sight of God. The part#
are guilty and are anewerable fothe
Chaurch.

What {s the law regardiog tbli
matter? If the partles are merely
members of the Eburch and undet
no special obligation mere thal
their general covenant al baptiss
to refrain from alp sod #erva ihe
Lord in all things, they may be for-
given for a first offence on trrg:j“"
pentance and confeesion, 8g Onng
to gin in that way no more de:
repetiton of the offence the Oﬂmi-ch
must be cat of from the Churci

|
!
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rindrad aing are the great and ory-!

But this clemency doea not extend ta'i



