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PRELIMINARY- CONFERENCE

MEETINGS.

TRUREDAY, APRIL 5TH, 1883,
10 o clock a.m.

In compiiznce with a publi-hed
anpouncement of the Flirst Presi-
dency, s large nomber of ofticers
and members of tae Courch assem-
bled in the Assembly Hall. The
Firet Presidenoy, several of the
Twelve, and a good numbsr of Jocal
and distant leadiug members of the
Church were preeent on the etand:

PRESIDENT TAYIior caalled the
meetiog to order,
The choir sang:

Jesus, from whom all bleselngs flow,
Groat Butider of thy Church below.

The (ollowing prayer was offered
by President GeuruE Q. CANNON:
O God, our Eternal Father, we
Thy eervants and Thine hand-
maidens bsve amembied curseives
together thia morning in this place
which has been erected for the wor-
ship of Thy people, for the purpose
of vomimencing sur Annual Confer-
ence and giving ench instructions as
Thy Holy 8pirit shall dictate. And
we beseech Thee, O Father, that
Thon wiit look down in mercy and
compnssion upou Thy people, and
cause that the Holy Bpirit may de-
cend upon 88 in power, with jta
glfts, with Ita graces, with its quali-
flcations, that we may rejoice thers-
in; that Thy servants wno shall be
called npon to speak may speak in
the power and demonstration there-
of; and that Thy people who'listen
may do so poesessed of the same in-
flaence, and fillea with that light
and intelligence, and with tnat
meek and lowly feeltng which will
cauge them {p recelve Thy word
and rejofce therein. We are thanh-
ful, our Father, that this another
opportunity of coming together in &
Conference capacity is stforded ua.
The years roll by, and Thy purposes
hasten to their fulfllment. We be-
hold them going forth apmong the
nsations of the earth, We see the
fulfliment of the predlctione of the
holy Prophete. We see the advance.
ment of Thy great and gloricus de-
aign which is connected with this
great and Jast dlspensution, We be-
hold the gathering together of Thy
people and the proclamation of Thy
tioapel to the nations, and the hon-
c#t being gathered out. We behold
the bullding up Zion, and the exten-
sion of the Btakes and the Jength-
ening of the ocords therecf;, and
the bullding up of the settle.
ments Otf u;l‘hy {):o;’)le, nu:id ltllle
g of the waste places throngh-
mpalﬁl theke valleys of the moun-
taine, © Father, we behold this
wonderful folfilment of the predic-
tlons which thou hast made by the
mouth of Thy servants the Prophets!
and werejolce this morning therein,
‘We are thankful that we have this
another opportunity of coming to-
gether, and of mingling our volces
and our faith together, and of glori-
fying Thee the Lord onr God in our
hearts, and In the midat of Thy con-
gregations, And we rejoico exceed-
lugly that Thon hast preserved us
from our enemies, notwithstanding
the many efforts they have made 1o
ourtail our lbertles, and to destroy
us and to destroy tbe infineuce and
powerof the Holy Priesthood, and
to obliterate it from the face of the
earth, On this morning, thia 5th
day of April, 1883, fifiy-three yeara
since tBe organizition of Thy
Church, we thank Thee tbat we
can atl.ll’ mest together as a [ree peo-
ple in this land, which s etill
a Jand of liberty unto us; and
that we can rejoice exceedingly,
O our Father, in the poseession of
this great and precious blessing. We
offer unto Thes onr huomble tribuie
of praice and thankegiving for this
blessing, And we ask in the name
of Jesus Yer a continuation thereof,
Porgive the sins and tranegressions
and the short-comings of by peo-
ple. O Father, balp us 10 repent of’
our sing and put them away far
from ue, Help us te bumble onr-
selves in the dust of humility, and
to scknowledge oor unworthineas
before Thee, a holy and exalted
Being, Help us to coufess our sins
unto Thee snd unto one another,
that they may be blotted ont from
before Thy face; and that in the
hours of extremity and of trial when
adversity shall seem to enclose us
round about,when we call upon Thee,
our Father, in the name of Jesus.
that Thou wilt atill condesmn&
to hear and answer our prayers, and
to extend Thine arm of consolation
and deliverance, even asThou haat
done s0 recently in our behalf, mak.
the feet of Thy peopie fast in thes
mountains. And we beseech Thew t
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help ns to myliiply snd increase snd
ByTead sbroad, and to Juy the fonnda-
tioh of Huerty desp, =0 deep that it
ahall never be overtormed or des-
troyed, and thas we may rear upon
this foundation @& glorioos soper-
etructure that ehall be the admira-
tion of al]l men becaure Thon art tue
foander thereof; because Thou hast
aided In the bullding thereof. Aud
wilt Thou grant, O Father, that
throughout all thees valleysThy Holy
Bplrit way be poured out in grest
power upon Thy peopls, and especi-
slly upon the rielng generation,
And when we hehold the departoure
of to many of Thy faithful servants
who have been tae ploneers of thie
great work, and see them go one by
one, Jeaving others to take their
plaver, we feel thut we need Thy
ald, O Father, to be with those who
remain, that they may carry for-
ward this work in the spirit and ju
the power with which Thoa didet
design 1t should be in the foundation
thereof. And we beseech Thee In the
name of Jesus that Thou wilt ralse
up faithful laborers InThy mmistry;
that Thou wilt flll the rising genera-
tion with the Holy Ghost, that they
may rejoice in the truth as their
fathers have dore, and that they
may be faithful laborers in proclaim-
ing #alvation to the Inhahitahts of
the earth, and in the building up of
Ztion at home. Give upto them fws-
timorites concerning the truth that

ing and maintaining tbe truth in
the midst of all circumstances even
if 1t may cost them their own lives,
O Father, pour gut Thy Bpirit, we
beseech 'i‘hoa, in power npon them,
that the rons and danghters ¢f Zion
may be worthy of their parentage,
that they may be worthy of the
blessings that I'hou hast voucheafed
unto Zion, and that they may carry
forward this work in & manner that
shall be acoeptable to Thes the Lord
our God. We ask This morning that
Thou wilt let thy Holy 8pirit, with
Its gifte and the qualifications there-
of, rest down upon thy servant Pre.
sldent John Taylor, who ls in gar
midst. Thou seest, O Father, the
great resgansibillty which restsupen
him in his advanced years. Thon
hast been his friend thronghout his
life, Thon hsast bees with hhn
since he has been called to preside
over Thy Church in & wonderfal
manner. We still beseech Thee to
continue thy blessings and mercfes
unto him, and make him equal to
the dizcharge of every duty devolv-
ing upon bim. Fill him with the
reveintions of Jepus Direct his at-
tentlon to every partof this work
that needs looking after, so that no-
thing shall escape or go unattended
to; that every department ot the
work may receive proper atiention
from timete time,that Thy servante
may ha encouraged, that Thy gerv-
ants may be strengthened, that Thy
Bervants may be reproved and may
be warned from time fo time, as oc-
caslon may require. Ble-s Thou his
couneellors; may they he one with
him in all things; may they preaids,
even the First Presidency of Thy
Church, in a msnner that shall be
acceptable unto Thee. Pour out Thy
Holy 8pirit wpon them, and upon
Thine Apostles, with President
Woodruff at thetr hesd, and apon
all the authorities of Toy Chareh,
every-President of Btake;and every
conueelor, every Bishop sud every
counselor. and every mernater of the
Hiagh Councils, and every High
Priest, and every Beventy, and eve-
ry Elder, and all the members of
the Lesver Friesthood throughout
sll the ranks of the Priesthood, that
there may te that spirit and power
and manifestation of gifte which
shall be acoeptable unto Thes
the Tord our God. Com-
for{ the hearls of thy people this
morning. Heal those who are sick
who are bot sppointed unto death,
and comfort thoce who mourn, aad
put it into the hearts of those who
bave means to minlster to those
who need, that there may be no cry
ascend throughout all this land
“unto thine ear from the poor. Angd
grant that all oppression mey cease,
and that tyranny shall not be known
in oor midst, and that no feeling of
want shall be known throughout
the habitationa of thy people; and
that the e¢ry of neither man mor
beast shall ascend unto Thee az s
complaint againat those who Inhabit
this land. We ask Thee also that
thou wilt remember those who may
be indifficuls circumstances; and
where there are those whose faith
ia tried, wilt thou be near to them
and strengthen them, and uphold
them that they may not yield to
the destroyer, but that they may
etand firm and faithful in the truth,
We now dedicate this meetin
onto thee, and this Conference o

which this s & commencement, and

shall make them valiang in advocnt-l

ask thy blescing tpon us; and we
dedicaile unlo thee all that pertaine
unto ur, and pray Thee to accept of
us, in the name of Jesus our Lord,
Amen.

The cholr sung:

Ceme thou glcrions day of prumise
Come and spread thy cheerful ray.

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

Baid the object of onr comiog to-
gether at Conference timeo is to take
into consideration the condition and
welfare of the Church in all the
world—the Church of God, the Zion
of God, the Kingdom of Ged. On
such occaslons we do not meet to ad-
vocate anything for our own personal
benefit, bat fur the purpose of pro-
moting the Intervsta of God’a work
in the earth, Its afairs are assum-
Ing a mofe important shaps than at
tbe beginning. We are yet & small
people, but our settlements cover a
space of frora 1,200 to 1,500 milee.
It is expected that from all these

laces the leading authoritles, at
eazt, will come together once a yesr,
that a!l may become acquainted
with all thronghout the whole
jand of Zion. It is expected that we
take an interest in a1l the:e matters,
and that the whole people be pro-
perly represented. If we are onder
the influence and guidance of the
Bpirit of the Lord—and we bave
no right to administer without
it—we shall &ll see eye to eye.
OQur dotfes are simllsr to-dayto thome
at the beginniog of the Churoh,
only more extenalve, for as the
Eluers are active and willing to at-
tend to their duties the work ia con-
tinually increasing. New pettle-
ments are being made under the ¢i-
rection of the Holy Prieathood, so
that the people who go out from ibe
oider places may not be scattered
over the conntry, but may cengre-
gate together where they can have
meetings, schools, Bunosy schools,
mutual improvement and rellef so-
cleties, etc,, eo that they may be
under proper regulation and enjoy
good crder and the Bpirit of the
Almighty. We intend to continue
to epread out and preach the Gospel
to the Gentiles and then to the
Jews aond to Israel, and attend to
the gatbering of the hopest iu heart,
and the boflcing upof the Kingdom
of God, tiil His wiil is done ou earth

we do ot take this conrse, who wiil
do it, and how shnll the will of Guu
be doneon earth? We are here to
do His will, and» He will be nigh
onto ue to belp ns. He will take
care of Hie Bainis, and He bas de-
clared that it is His business to
provide for them. I pray that the
blessing and spirit and power of God
may be on those who speak and
upen those who hear.

PRESIDENT GEO, Q. 0ANNON

Baid thete Conference meetings are
of exceedingly great interest; when
I am abeent § feel it ia realiy a de-
privation. In assembling, every
man and woman ehould come with
an earnest desire that those who
spenk, may speak on those things
things that will be most profitable.
The only difficulty we have is to
cover all the topics of counsel and
instruotion that are needed. A dif-
ferent style of teaching in neceesary
now to that at thefirst of this work,
Everything connected with thls work
ia of magnitude, and has a natlonal
charsoter. If we hadour way we
should not court publicity,we would
not make ouraelves conspicuone. But
circamstances are thrown around
us despiie this feeling, to canse us
to stand forward snd assert and
maintain the position to which we
liave been called, and thus we ob-
tain & -prominence which no other
people have attained. We are
treated aas though we were a sepa-
rats tribe, and bave been compelied
to lerrnthe art of self-government,
With few honorable exceptions,
those who have been sent to govern
us have treated us a3 though we
were not fellow citizens but aliens,
If peace and gocd order have pre.
vailed, if the righia of person and
property have been reapected, it ja
becavse the people have determined
that 1t ehould beso. The conse-
quence is that there are thousands
in these mountains who know how
to take the needfnl meatures to sus-
tain a true repnblicab form of gov-
eroment. In this our poeition is dif—
ferent from thatof any other people,
and all theae topica come within the
range of our religion and, belonging
to our every day welfare,thay neces-

sarily come within the scope of the
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teacbings st our Genera! Conference.
A great chacge has been wrooght
since we came to thete mountaine.
That which was taoght In theory 1s
belog developed in practice.
can seebow wirely the servapta of
God who taught us then were iL-
spired to instruct us. [ have Usten-
ed to many statements, but I bave
heard more solid, practioal instrue-
tion aicur Conference snd in the
visite of the Eldere to the people
then I ever heard iIn the halls of
Congress, @od inepired His serv-
ants to give the people the bread of
life and thoogh they have mnot al-
wsaysappreciated it they have gone
thereby so far & they have psriak-
enof it. God designed that we
should be a distinet pecple, and our
enemiea ralse the harriers and seem
determined that it shall be g0, We
must be self-sustainleg acd not be
too clozely Identified with Babylon.
Those who have neglected instruce
tion on these points have experi-
enced sorrow. Hearis have been
broken, aflections trampled wpon
and feelings wrenched, because of
fallare to profit by instructions of
this kind In reference to mar:iage
with thoee not of us. The Baints
were instructed by the Prophet Jos-
eph that they should labor for Zion
and not for the world, Those who
have followed that counsel are rich
in fuith and their clrcumatances are
at Jeast no woree ihan those who
have Joved the world. We are pn-
dez obligations to labor with owr
whole hearts in this cause, and lay
the foundatione of this work so
deep that they can never be tornuyp.
Ouge obligation we are under ia this:
To carry with us hers the same
spirit of the Gozpel which inepires
those who go forth in self-ezcrifice
and uneelfiehness to carry the truth
to the worid, They put down eeif
and labor for Zlon, and are thereby
lifted toa higher plane than they
ever occupied before. This Bpirit
should goide us in al! the affairs of
lite, and I pray th=t it may be with
us eontipoaily.

Adjourned till 2 p. m. to meetin
the Tabernacle.

The Choir sang an anthem:

Awake, put on thy strength, O Zion

Benediotion by President Wilford

Wood rofl.

as in heaven. We must, here, set s 2p m.
pattern to others, The work ‘moet| The Oholr eavg:

start with the Zion et God, and we 0 God our help In ages past,

muast serve God amigmnp His laws, Cur bope for years to come.

that we may be the receptacles of

the word and wf]‘“ hol God, te?my&r by Elder J. D. T, McAllls-
that it may go forth to the = .

ends of the earth. ) {4 The Cholr eang:

My soul ie full of (wece and Jove
I woon shall see Chxist from above.

ELDER 1OEENZY ENOW

Read passages from the doctrine and
Covensnts on pages 187, 111; 159,
161, 187, 238, 257, 2568, 262, 348, B82
In reference to consecration, stew-
ardships, the United Order, tithing
the duty of the rich towards the
poor, eguality in tempors] things
and the duty of Bishopa in relation
to consecrations and tithinge of the
Bainte and said, I find in looking
over these revelstions that there are
one hundred and elghty verses
touching on the United Order, Ik
bhag been the impresslon among
some of ocur Klders that this Order
bhas become obsolete, because the
Lord speaks of the Jaws pertaining
thereonto being obeyed after the re-
demption of Zion. I do not advocate
the establishment of thls Order in
Halt Lake City, but I think it the
duty of every Elder to live in
the epirit of the® Order. When
people consecrated their property as
firat revealed, It was left to each one
how muoch be should coneecrate,
Bishop Partridge asksd Joseph in
regard to this matler, and received
for xnewer that it should he left to
the individual to be the judge, and
if the Birhop thoognt there
was not enough coneecrated It
gshonld be decided by twelve High
Priests. When it came to
stewnrdships each one reserved
what was necessary for his support
aud that of his family; the rest was
given Into the Lord’s storeliouse in-
stead of putting it into a bank and
draw ng the interest. Joeeph sought
to establish the United Order, but
tbe people did not live up toits
principles, and therefore were ex.
pelled from Jackeon County. The
law of tithing was introduced as an
abiding !aw in Zion. It was glven
that the people might become holy
and be able to keep the higher law,

for a schoolmaster to bring the peo.
ple t7 Chriat, It is Decessary that
the Haints become mnlied in thelr
temporal affairs. They are not sat-
isfled. with merely paying their
tithing. Look at the vast smonnts

which have been pald outalde of

We | Orcer. In the revelatlcns here rey
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tithing for the bullding of Lo ples |
Look at the smoants paid in the i,
terest of emigration! Chie has beyy
acting in the epirit of the Unite

1

there are dutiee required of the poy
and obligations pimoed upon tiy
rich. A man may be 1ich withoy
belog o fault, or poor and yetdy
right. The Lord “found no faol
with Job, or Jacob, or Solomon be
caoge they were rich. Yet thep
msy be rich men among us and al
poer men with whom the Lop
could . find fault. I am not in favy
of common stock; that i, that even
man shouid heve Just the samg
amount. But the way should I
open for every msn by industry &
obtain 8]l that i1 neceeeary. Tla
eame equality should obtain in tem.
poral as in spirltual things. Even
mau does not recelve exactly the
same epiritual gifte or authority, bof
the way f8 open for all to receiv
them at some time when fit to en
joy them to advantage., Ho persom
who bave |ust arrived here from
poveriy cannot expect toenjoy the|
comforte which others bave acqnirl
ed by years of labor and diligence.

He then read from the Doctrine
and Covenants on pages 337 and §38,
showing that the United Order pas
given for an everlacting orderforthe
benefit of tbe Church until the Laid |.
thould come. Two monthe after
this revelstion the Lord guve the
revelation in which 1t was statd
that these commandments eg. |”
carning Zion should befulfilled afly
her redemption.

Elder Bnow explained the cong
tion of the people who had
driven out of Jackson Connty,t:; 3

as the law of Moses Was once given ;.

thelr inability to carry out the pr
ciples of the "United- Order unl
they shounld be restored to thel '
lande In Zion, and bence the rew
lation In regard to waiting natfl thy *
redempiion of Zion. Yet in Kirt- -
Iand the Order cculd still be carrled
out and 80 in ¢other places where i} .
might be established. He ahowed
too that the time would com® wken
we would be required to carry out
the principles of the United Orderts
the very Jefter. He read further
from the Doctrine and Covenants,
page 346, showing that the Salnta
were tehuked of the Lord for ngt |
doing eo, and that Zicn cannoet
bailt up without vhedience to tha
Order. He exhorted the Baints §
take such a oourze that they s
reach thsat positdlon In  tempom
things referred to in the morning
by President Cannon, and not only
know that this is the work of the
‘It;ord, bat also know that they kmow

President Woodruft hoped the
congregation would remember . the
diacourse they had listened to. He
thooght it was too cold to prolong
the meeting. )

Adjourned ti]l to-mortow at 10 a.
m. ‘The choir sung the anthem, “I
wiil blesa the Lord at sl) timea.”

Benediotion hy Apostle F, M. |
Lyman.

LOCAL AND OTHER MATTRRS.
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Death of a Pioneer. — Bishop
Chamberlain, of Orderville, Kane
County, who fs now in the city, &
In receipt of a telegram informing
him of the death, al that placa m
the 3rd oet., of Elder Ieraalcﬁny'.,
after an illnees of three days. The
deceased was sn old member of the
Church, muoch respected, and one
of the Pioneets of Utah.

A Sndden Death. — A sudden ,
death occurred in the Bixth Ward
thie morning. The wife of Mr.
Erastus Wetzel, who was conflned
about two weeka since, nrose and
dressed this morning. Her husband
went out for about twenty minutes,
and when he returned she was
either dend or died a very few min.
utes afterwarde. ' ;

Returned from the South.—We
have had the pleasure of & cull from
Elder John E. Carlisle, of Logan,
who haa jart retorned from s mis-
sion to the Boutherm Btates. He
left here on the 19th of April, 1881,
and Iabored in Virginia Conference,
which includes & portion of West
Virginia. He met with fair success,’
being Inetramental, In conjunction
with his companionein the ministrye
of bringing a few into the Church,
and opening up some new flelds.
He enjoyed his Iabors greaily.

Badly Burned.~-Le st eveniog a
workman at the Germ inia smelter
met with & very seriac 18 saceident
By some meane he loat his balanoe
‘and partially fell intox yusntityof .
mollen metal, His left hip and

band were fearfully burned, so that .
the fleal: was badly cracked. There

+



