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in the spring of 1857 president smith
agaidI1in visited utah butbot returned toTLfortrt limhi on the ath of may 18671857 in
company with president brigham
young and a strong escort who caniecame
to pay a visit to the 8 ints in oregon
the following I1 n g account of
this visit to fort bimbi was written
hyby a member of the party and pub
dished in the DESERET NEWS of june
10 18671857

his governor young
presidents heber C kimball and daniel
BH wells and elders orson hyde and
franklin D richardsrichard with several
others left salt lake city on friday the

01of april to visit the settlement on
salmon river to reit their minds to in-
vigoratevigTigorate their bodies and to examine the
intermediate country the company
reached brigham city on the afternoon
of the attended meeting there in the
forenoon of sunday the wewere joinedrejoined
by elder lorenzo snow and others of that
city and several from ogden city north
aidenogden and willow creek and in the after-
noonpassed on to bear river ferry crossed
over and camped on the right bank and
organized by unanimously electing pres-
idents brightonim young heber C kim-
ball and daniel H W its presidents of
the company elderseiders orson hyde frank-
lin D richards and lorenzo snow chap-
lainslin robert T burton captain jesse C
little marshalmarbal warrenwarran S snow ser-
geant of the guard albert carrington
jesse W fox and T D brown engi-
neers james W cummings and T D
brown clerks wi h a captain to each of
the five tens the organized company
comprisedad men 22 women and 5 boys
with horses and mules 54 wagons
and carriages and two light boats with
decking planks for ferrying

on the and the general course
was a littleliitle west of north up bear river
to thehe ford then deflecting westerly into
malad valley which opens onto bear
riverbiver and up that valley crossing sever-
al small tributariestributa ries to the malad also its
left hand fork and campingcamping on the
near the head spring 0of the right hand
branch of the right fork of the malad
where the hudspeth cutoffcut off on the cali-
fornia road crosse the malad valley
momfrom its southern extremity to the crowcross
range of mountains between the main
right and left forks has a varying width
of from four to ten milesjiasbas a generally
fertile soil a surface peculiarly well
adapted to irrigation isin well grassed
tolerably well watered rather scantily
supplied with fuel and timber and is
bounded on the east and west by ranges
of low mountains the points and peaks
of the western range being smoothly
rounded and covered with grossgrass nearly
to their summits taken altogether it is
much the best locality for settlement of
any observed on the route beyond bear
river

from the junction with the hudspeth
cutoutcutoffoff the nownew track made by the settl-
ers in going to bimbi leads northwest-
erly and by a smooth somewhat wind-
ingin and gradual ascent in about sixmesmiles reaches the summit of the northern
rim of the basin miles from salt
lake city from tha pintp int the descent
IsIB rather rapid down the crest of a nar-
row and spur ridge into bannock
valley which has ageneral course north
ten degrees west averages about four
miles wide is tolerably well grassed in
some portionsportion4 very sparsely timberedtimberopens onto shangyi plain the greatest
desert region surrounding the three
buttes and is bounded on the east by
the basin rim and its spur ranges and on
the west by a rugged range which blends

with the goose creek mountains the
bannock isaia a small stream with a slug-
gishh current until it is joined by itsmi d fork which considerably increases
the volume and speed after which it
soon enters the plain and runs a moreamore
westerly course in a banked
channel to its outlet into the snake river
some three miles below the mouth of the
portneufPonPortneuf A few small willows birch
and alder fringe the bannock

from the mouth of bannock valley
the road enters upon the southern border
of shangyi plain and keeping a general
coursecoure a few degrees east of north
intersects the emigrant road from the
states to oregon some six miles south
by east from portfort hall and follows that
road across the bridges over portneufPort neuf
and rossrosa creek when it leaves the old
road to the right and strikes snake river
from one fourth to oneona halfbalf a mile below
the mouth of blackfoot fork and
miles from salt lake city the portneufPortneuf
issues from the bills a few miles above
the bridge which Is some six miles
southeast oiof fort hall and at the bridge
runs with a rapid current five feet deep
by forty feet wide being swollen by the
melting of the snow the narrow strip
of bottom land upon this stream is ren-
dered nearly useless by alkaline patches
sloughs and the numerous spring runs
that burst forth along the base of the up-
land banks theretothere is a narrow margin of
good land alongalone rossboss creek and the first
low hills east of the road are well clothed
with grassgram but timber would have to be
obtained from the rugged mountains
some twenty or more miles further east

we reached snake river by noon of
may lot when a wharf was built on the
loft bank and the boats at once prepared
for ferrying and by 10 pm the companycompan
and their vehicles were all safely crossedcros
over at an average of nine minutes to a
wwagon including a rest of about half anagonhourr the animals were all safely swam
on the morning of the 2ndand this river
though very low for the time of year issatat
the ferry about yards wide and eight
feet deep in the center of the channel
with a strong current has but little bottom
land so far as we traveled upon its bankbank
above the ferry a distance of 56 miles
in a northeasterly direction is plentifully
supsuppliedolied with islanihilani has the cacustomarytomary
willow fringe with a few small scattering
cottonwoodscotton woods a few current bushes just
blossomingblossoming still fewer dwarf cedar and
is crossed by several belts of black vol-
canic rookrock

among the pebbles and boulders
thickly strewn on the banks of snake
river sand stones and lime stones of
various qualities are the characteristic
kinds interspersed with numerous speci-
mens of granite and a few of

the ford on snake river is 13 miles
above the ferry at a point where three
islands divide ibethe river into four chan-
nels but the water though low for the
season was too high for crossing with
wagons as was also the blackfoot fork

should travel ever warrant the alter-
ation the ferrying point should be near
the ford and a bridge be made across
blackfoot thus shortening and otherwise
bettering the route

meeting was held in the forenoon of
sunday may 3rdard during which elders
lorenzo snow franklin D richards and
orson hyde and presidents brigham
young and reberheber C kimball made in-
structivetive and appropriate remarks upon
union conduct in traveling etc

the general course ainfrom leavinleaving9
8snakenake river to where the road strikes
spring creek is west by south for 43
miles crossing a small sluggish stream
called kamas and passing by a small
pondnd named muddy lake into which theomankamas empties

the circuitousis route from near fort
hall to spring creek iis caused by the
want of grass and water in the region of

the three buttes there being no other
apparent hindrance to traveling across
that portion of shanghai plain except
breaking a track through the sage which
almost everywhere densely clothes it

aprinspringsprinlg creek where the road strikes
itta was about ten feet wide by one and a
hhalff deep with a gravelly bed and rapid
current is fringed with small willows
birch and alders interspersed wiehlwith a few
small cottonwooda and either sinks or
forms a pond a few miles below the
valley here 0opensens inintoto shangyi plain has
an average widthwidth of about five miles a
general course north by so80 degrees west
is rather poorly grassed and is hounded
on the east by a long lime stone spur
range from the rocky mountains and on
the west the rugged eat flank
ing range of the salmonalmon river moun-
tains

the ascent to the summit of spring
creek pass a distance of 8737 miles and
mimilesI1 es from salt lake city is very smooth
and gradual as is also the descent with
the exception of a few smooth ascentsaccents
and deacdescentent in the pass caused by table
land cross ranges connecting the rocky
and salmon river mountains

from this pass thethe course is north
westerly down the right hand fork of sal-
mon river from near the source of its
headwaters in the rocky mountains to
fort limhi a distance of 49 mile and

from salt lake city A few miles
northeast from the mouth of the little
muddy a small affluent to the right bank
of doerdeer creek which is the first branch
of salmon river intersected by the road
is a narrow gorge in the rocky moun-
tains which here are not very lofty and
terminate abruptly on the bench land
throughgh which ithisis said to be only ththreeroe
or four miles from the waters of the sal-
mon to the waters of the missouri river
the right hand fork of salmon river
from its source in the rocky and salmon
river mountains to its junction with the
left hand fork about twenty milesmilea below
limhi hasha but little bottom land and no
valley and may be said to ruu in merely
an open canyon it has the usual willow
birch and alder fringe until within a few
miles above limhi from which point
small cottonwoodscotton woods thickly cover the
narrow bottoms the left hand fork of
salmon river rises in kamas valley in
the salmon river mountainsmountain at an esti-
mated desancedisance of miles west of lim-
hi and pursuing a northeasterly course
jojoinsi no the right handband fork and both runran
in a still narrower canyon for about
twenty miles when the river enters the
mountains the left fork of salmon
river is stated to be nearly twice the size
of the right which at fort limhi was some
twenty five yards wide and two feet deep
with a rapid current and gravellygravelaliibed

the company reached fort limhi at
6 pm on friday may ath this fort Is a
neat stockade inclosing a space sixteen
rods square and has a large and securely
fenced vard for animals and a small
grist mill not yetet finished though suffi-
ciently so to bee used 0 0 there are
two good sized fields mostly plowed and
sown inin which the crops look promising
considering the coolness and consequent
latenessladenes4 of the season the big and red
sidedaided salmon are said to be very plentiful
here in their season for which we were
about a month too soon but a few red
aided salmon were purchased from the
indiansindiana they are a fine flavored fish
and average about two and a half feet in
length A few bannock indiansindiana had
pitched their lodges adjacent to the fort
among whom governor young distrib-
uted many presents of blankets etc on
the alth ofd may which were very gladly

I1 received
duringinuring the stay of four dadaysKs

and a
half at fort weatherer wa 8

generally cool and cloudy affording but
little opportunity for observations for
latitude and longitude


