THE BANNOCK STAKE OF ZION.

BY ANDREW JENBON.

In the spring of 1857, President Smith
again visited Utah, but returneu to
Fort Limbi on the 8th of May, 1857, in
company with President Brigham
Young and a stropg ¢scort who catue
to pay a visit to the 8.ints in CGregon.
The following” interesting account of
this visit to Fort Limhi ywas written
ay a member of the party and pub
lished in the DESERET NEwWS of June
10, 1857:

‘‘Hia BExcelleney Governor Young,
Presidents Heber C Kimball and Daniel
H. Wells and Elders Orson Hyde and
Franklin D. Riehards, with several
others, left Salt Lake City, on Friday, the
24th of April, to visit the sottloment on
Salmon River, to rest their minds, to in-
vigorats their bodies, and 10 examntine the
intermediato country. The company
reached Brigham City on the afterncon
of tho 25th, atlended meeting there inthe
foranoon of Sunday, the 26th, were joined
by Elder Lorenzo Snow and olhers of that
city and several from Ogden City, North
Ogden and Willow Creck, and in the afler-
noon passed on to Bear River ferry,cressed
over and camped on 1he right bank and
organized by nnanimously electing Pres-
idents Brigham Young, Heber C. Kim-
ball and Daniecl H. W lls, presidenta of
the company; Eiders Orson Hyde, Frank-
lin D. Richards and Lorenzo Snow, chap-
laine; Robert T. Burton, captain; Jesse C.
Little, mar~hal; Warren 8. Bnow, ser-
§Baut. of the guard; Albert Carrington,

esse W. Fox, and T. D. Brown, engi-
ncers; James W. Commiogs and T, D,
Brown, «lerks; wih a captain to each of
thefive rens. The organzed company
comprised 115 men, 22 women and 5 boys,
with 163 horses and mules, 54 wagons
and carriages, and two light boats, with
decking planks for ferrving.

“0On the 27th and 28th the general colirse
was a little west of north, up Bear 1iiver
to the ford, then deflecting westerly into
Malad Valiey, which opens onto Beur
River, and up that valley, erossing sever-
al small tribntaries Lo the Malad, algo its
teft hand fork, and camping o1l the 28th
pear the head spring ot the right hand
branch of the right fork of the Malad
where the Hodspeth Cut-off on the Caii-
fornia road crosse<. The Malad Valley,
{rom its southern extremity to the cross
range of mountains betweeon the main
rignt and left forks, has a varying widta
of from four to ten miles_has u generally
fertile soil, a sorface cualinrly well
adapted to irrigation, is well grassed.
tolerabty well watered, rather scamiily
supplied with fuel and timber, and is
bounded on the east and west by ranges
of low inountains, the poirts and peaks
of the western range being smoothly
rounded and covered with grass nearl
to their summits. Taken aliogether itis
much the best locality for settlement of
any observed on the ronte bheyond Bear
River.

“J'rom the junction with the Hudapeth
Cut-off the new track made by the settl-
ers in going to Limhi leads northwest-
erly, and by & sinooth, somewhat wind-
ing apd gradual ascent, in abont six
miles roaches the suminit of the northern
rim of the Basin, 133 miles from Salt
Lake City. From this piint the descent
is rarher rapid down the crest of a nar-
row and rocky apur ridge into Bannoclk
Valley, which has a general course north,
ten degrees west, averages about four
miles wide, is tolerably well grassed in
sgome portions, very sparsely timbered,
opens onto Shanghi Plain (the greatest
desbrt region surronnding the Three
Buttes), aud is bounded on the easat by
the Basin rim and its spur ranges, and on
the west by a rugged range which blends
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with the Goose Creek Mountains. The
Bannock is a small stream with a slug-
gish corrent until it is joined by its right-
hand fork, which considerably increases
the volume and speed, after shich it
soon enters the Plain and runs a more
west.erlf course in a narrow,stasp-bhanked
channel to its ontlet into the Snake River,
gome three miles below the mounth of the
Porinouf., A few small willows, birch
and alder fringe the Bannock.

“From the mouth of Bannock Valley
the road entera upon the southern border
of Shanghi Plain, and, keeping a general
course a few degrees east of morth,
intersects the emigrant road from the
States to Oregon some six miles south
by cast {from Fort [all, and tollows that
road across the bridges over the Portneuf
and Ross Creek, when it leaves the old
road to the right and strikes Snake River
from one-fourth to on~-half a mile below
the mouth of Blaekfouot Fork, and 193
miles from Salt Lake City. The Portnenf
issnes from the hifls a few miles above
the bridge, which 18 some siX miles
southeast of Fort Hall, and at the brifge
runs -‘with a rapid current five fect deep

by forty feet wide, being swollen by the

me]ting of the snow. The narrow strip
of bottom Iiand npon this stream is ren-
dered neuar]v useless by alkaline patches,
slonghs, and the hnmerons apring runs
that burst forth along the base of the np-
land banks. Thereis a narrow margin of
good land along Rosa Creek, and the first
low hilla east of the road arc well clothed
with grass, but timber would have to be
obtained from the rugged mountains
some twenty or more miles further cast.

#“We reached Snake River by noon of
May lat, when a wharf was huilt on the
left bank and the boats at once prepared
for ferrying, and by 10 p.m, the company
and their vehicles were all safely crossed
over, at an average of nine minutes tc a
wagoi, including a rest of about half an
hour. The animals were all safely swam
on the morning of the 2nd. This river,
though very low for the time of year, is at
the ferry about 130 yards wide and eight
feot deep in the conter of the channel
with astrong current has hut litile bottoin
land so far as we traveled npon its bank
above the ferry, adistanes of 564 miles
in a northeasterly direction, is plentifnlly
snpplied with islangg, has the customary
willow fringe with a few small, scattering
cottonwoods, a few current bushes just
blossoming, still fewer dwarf cedar, and
is erossed by several belts of black vol-
canio rock.

“among the pebbles and boulders
thickly =trewn on th¢ banks of Snake
River, sand stones and lime stones of
various qualities are the characteristic
kinds, interspersed with numerous speci-
mens of granite and a few of porpuory.

“The ford on Snake River 15 1324 miles
above the ferry, at a point where Lhree
islands divide the river into fonr chan-
nels, but the water, though tow for the
season, was (oo high for crossing with
wagons, 89 was also the Blackfoot Fork.

‘‘Shonlid travel ever warran! the alter-
ation, the forrying point shonld he near
the ford antiy a bridge be made across
Blackfoot, thus shortening and otherwise
bettering the route.

#Meeting was held in the forenoon of
Sunday, May 3rd, during which Elders
Lorenzo Snow, Franklin D. Richards and
Orgon Hyde, and Presidents Brigham
Young and Heber ¢. Kimball made in-
gtructive and appropriate remarks upon
uhion, conduct in traveling, ete.

““The goneral coursé from leaving
Snalkke Riverto where the road strikes
[pring Creek is west by south for 431
miles, crossing a small sluggish stream
called Kamas, and ﬂ)assing by a aniall
Ennd named Muddy Lake, inte which the

amas emplies,

“The circuitoas ronte from near Fort
Hall to Spring Creek is caused by the
want of grass and water in the region of
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the Three Buttes, there being no other
apparent hindranee to traveling across
that portion of S8hanghi Plain, except
breaking a track through the sage which
almost everywhere densely clothes it.

“Spring (‘reek, where the road strikes
it, was about ten feet wide by one and a
half deep, with a gravelly bed and rapid
current; is fringed with small willows,
bireh, and alders, interspersed withja few
small cottonwonds, and either sinks or
foring a pond a few miles below. The
valley here opens into Shanghi Plaiu, has
an average width of about five miles, a
general coursa torth, by 30 degrees west
is rather poorly grassed and is hounde
on the past by a long, lime stone spur
range from the Rocky Mountains and on
the west by the high, rungged, east flank-
ing range of the Salmon -River Moun-
tains.

*The ascent to the summit of SBpring
Creek Pass, a distance of 37 miies and 330
miles from Salt Lake City, is very smooth
and gradual, as i8 also tho descent, with -
the exeaption of a fow smooth ascents
and descent in the pass, caused by table
land cross ranges connecting the Rocky
and Salmon River Mpuntains.

“From this pass the course is north-
westerlyidown the right hand fork of Sal-
mon River, from near the source of ils
headwaters in the Rockw Mountains to
Fort Limhi, a distance of 49 miles, and
379 from Salt Lake City. A few miles
northeast from the month of the Little
Muddy, a small affluent to the right bank
of Deer Creek, which is the first brunch
of Salmon River interzsected by the road,
is a narrow gorge in the Rnckf' Moun-
tains (which here are not very lofly and
terminate abruptly on the bench land)
throngh which itis snid to be only three
or four miles from the waters of the Sul-
mon to the waters of the Misrourl River.
The right hand fork of Saimon River,
from its source in the Rocky and Salmon
River Mountains to its junction with the
left hand fork, about twenty miles below
Limhi, s but little bottom land and no
valloy, and may be said to rua in merely
an opel canyon. It has the nenal willow
birch and alder fringe, nntil within a few
iniles #bove Limhi, from which point
small cottonwoods thickly cover the
narrow botloms. The left hand fork of
Ialmon River rises in Kamas Valley in
the Salmon River Mountains, at an esti-
mated disrance of 120 miles west of Lim-
hi, and pursuing a northeasterly course,
Jomns the right hand fork,and both run
in a still narrower capyon for about
twenty miles, when the river enterathe
mountains. The lcft fork of Salmon
River is stated 10 be ncarly twice the size
of the right, which at Fort Limhi was some
twenty-five yurds wide and two feet deep,
with 4 rupid current and gravelly bed.

“The company reached Fort Limhi at
6 p.m. on Friday May 8th. This fortisa
neat stockade inclosing a space sixteen
rods square, and has a large and securely
fenced vard for animals, and a small
grist mill not {;et finished, though sn ffi-
ciently so to be used. * * There are
two good sized fields mostly plowed and
sown, in which the crops look prormising,
considering the coolness and consequent
lateness of the ecason. The big and red
gided salmon are said to be very plentiful
here in their season,- for which wo were
abont & month teo soon; but a few red-
gided salmon were purghased from the
Indians, Theyarea fine flavored fish,
and average about two and a half feet in
length, A few Bannock Indians had
pitehed their lodges adjacent to the fort,
among whom Governor Young distrib-
nted many presents of blankets, cto, on
the 11th of May, which were very gladly
received.

“Puring the stay of four days and a
half at Fort Limnhi, the weather was
goncrally cool and cloudy, affording bus
little opportunity fov observations for
latitude and longitude. * &



