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THE BATTLE OF jREDfredericksburgERICKSBURG I1
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the folofollowingsving graphic description ofot the
battle of fredericksburg on saturdaysaturdays dec

is from the correspondence ofor the new
york times

the theatre oeof operations extended from
fredericksburg on the right and down the

sauth sidetilde of0 the hannock for twotoi
milesmilea

immediately behind thathe townowrown of fredericks-
burg the land formsforuss a plateau or smooth
diehi running back for ab ut a third of a mile
it then rises for forty or fifty yards fforming a
ridge of g band which runs along to the lefleileftt
for about a quarter of a milemite where it abutsbut
at hael jelldell a ravine formed by the hazel
niverriver11 which empties into the RappaR hannockbannock
testwestbest of the to ann at the foot of the ridge
runs the telegraph road blankd by a stonstonee
wailwall this eminence was studded avith rebel
batteries to the right along up the river
the ridge prolongs itself to opposite falmouth
and beyond and here too batbaxbatteriestenes wereere
planted on every advantageous position back
of the first ridge igis another plateau and then
a second terrace of wooden hills where a sec-
ond line of fortifications is ere placed betweendetabeta een
thetili rear of the t wn and the girstfiest ridge a
canal runs right and left and empties into the
ersomeriv some distance above falmouth

this plan of a third of a mile deep between
thetha suburbs of fredericksburg and the first
ilidgeadeide of hills was the theatre of operations of
thRigthrimthe eightbt grand division of the army under
major general sumner on this narrow
theatre our bavebrave troops surged and swesweptpirpip

t
forward and backwardbackwards in the tibeide ofbattle foror
ten long hours

Aavordabordvordvora now on ibethe scene rtrf operations of
the left grand division from the lower
pirtpartart of the town the ridge onart which it isEbauit11 alopez abruptly down to a comparatively
levellevei or undulatingm county which bart aches
for some miles downdonn the hannock
about a couple of miles back of the river it
zuses into a wooded slopeelope at a point a mile
alijand a halthale below fredericksburgfred en acks burg twi pon

had been thrown across on thursday
morning andaud on friday the whole of the lett
grand division under the comcommandmandofof major
general Vfranklinfrankiin had marched over the river
daylight of saturday found the force drawn
uptep in battle array on this broad plain skirting

hannock chebat le ground though
very marshy in some places presented a finafinemezbield for m gitary evolutions the turn pine
leading to fredfredericksburgericksburg runs about one half
of a mile from an I1 nearly parallel to the river
beyond is the railroad and still further be-
yond the woody range of hills in which the
enemy were strongly entrenchentrenchedeL about a
rilleralle and a half fromfram fredericksburg nearly
on the river edge is situated A N barnardabarnardsBarn ards
boneeone mansion atera ter the english style

the line of0 battle as it appeared in the
rimorningorning was as follows the sixth arutyarmy
carpi under gen smith Franklitiyatilaitsiiaita oldOIX

force on the right composed of three divis-
ions namenaraajay gen neneatonnektonton ouon extreme nightrightht
and rear gen burke on the centercenters and riggenen
howe an the left the first armyanny corps
gen daydalds extending still further to the
left drawndrama up inin the fol oving order gen
gibbonsGibbon8 division on the ririchtht connecting
with gen howeshowee gen Almeadeseadels centre and
gen doubledaydouDoableday left fronting to the sosouth-
ward and creatingreareb litie nearly on the river this
constituted the ordenorder in A bich our forces were
drawn up there being three distinct hues of
liattiebattle

opposed to our rinightrightlit under gen sumner
was the left under command of gen
longstreet opposed to our left under genben
franklin was the rebel rightrights under gen
jackson gen lee generalgeneralissimoiss imo of the
southern armarmyr was in person in command
of the confederate forces during the
day

the plan of gen burnside agreed uponudon in
councileo kiil of war was to leavorendeavoren tahetapeto pie zece the
ebelrebeli centre early on the morning of sat

the order waswai div n that buinbuiaguirtners
left composed of thehe niki tbth army corpsunder
command of generalgeiGeseralera wilcoxwis cox should be ex-
tended until it reached franklins right thus
forming a continuocontinuousui linehue of battle along the
thehe riv r for two miles the left resting on

at the point where the lower pontoonsponpan
and the ightr on01 fre ericksburg

the left wingwings comprising the whole of
F an klins command fift ty thousand men
should then be swung round as on a pivot
formed by sananersuoSaonersls ex reme right resting on

ifit fulfal in his maimumaima
er franklinfrankilaFrank ilalia would divide the rebelrebal line take

possessionpas session ofot toetee railroad the line of retreatsretreat
and come in on the flank orof the rebel works
lachlack of fredericksburg while this move-
ment was being d ve loped a division was tato
be sent up from gen sam ersera cimmac imma d by
the plankpiani road to storm the ridge ifit there
should be any failure in this it was hoped the
coCD ojof aeration of franklin would presently make
success certain hookers corps was destined
to act as a reserve

the dawn of saturday found the forces dis-
tributedtrutri buted as thus indicindie ted about 8t

hietiefie phillips house the headquarters of gen
gumaergumnerjumnermaer about a mile from thetha nver on the

sidetide was the scene ol010 a numerous as-
semblagegemsem blagebiage of officers gen burnside and gen

gen sum er here and lhth bal
co y andana grounds in front were presently
fillerfilled with and aides

skirmishing bdbad been going an all the fore
poon andarid the rebellebei pp clece had been driven
oettout c f vrefreire the time hadbad now
pomeyomeam e to attempt anari arfiance on the rebrebel
ittiali the ordersorera aveewe to movemoyemoya rapOly

charge up the hilhii lahdlandandrakeandUitakitalake
1

e the batteriese at
befie point of theibe bayonet A

thethelineline of battlebattie iswasas formedformed by combs
corpscorpse the odtheof the
of french hancockII ancocK andarid howard the left of
the line abut ing on sturgis divisiondi ision of ivilyl
coxs corps the ninthnintha the first advanced
waawas Frencfrenchhs composed of the bribrigadeskadeshades of
kimball and webweberr supportsupportedfd by
hancocksHannan cocka division consisting of the brigades i

or caldwell zook and dlaniameagherblagher forming
hisbis men under cover of a smallmail knoll in the
rear of the town skirmishers were deployed
to the left toward hazel dell sturgissturgil sup-
porting at the sometimesame time moved up and rested
on a point on the railroad the moment they
exposed themselves on the railroadrailroads forth
burst the deadly hail from the rifle pits
came the murderously aimed missiles fiamfi cm
the batteries tier above tiertiers on the terraceterraces s

shot planes of ogrefire from the enfiladingI1 can-
non distribute i on tthehe arc of a circle two
miles in extent came cross of shotabot ardandaid shellshelf
imagine ifit you can for my resources are un-
equal to the task 0of telling yb

1

u the Bitoatlon
ol01 tha gallant but doomed civial n across
the plain for a while they swept under this fa-
tal fire they were literally mowed down
the bursting shells made great gaps in their
ranks but these are presently filled ly the

c I1 a 9 aig up of the I1lineI1 ne legifyr fififteenteen immor-
tal minfinitesliesties at least they remained under this
hirvgiryfi rvry bureesuree onward they press tho ibagh their
ranks grow feardfearfullyully thinthlu they have passed
overa greater part of the indintervalerval and have
almost reached the base of the hilbill when
bribrigaderde atterafter brigade of rebels rise tipup onoil the
crecreatst auaulI1 pour in fresh volleyspulleys of musketry at
short range to those who through11

the glass
looked on it was a perilous sighteight indeed
rfleshI1 and blood cou d not endure it they
fell back shattered and bicken anidamid shoutsshoula
and yells ramfram the enemy gen frencfrenefrenchahys di
vision went into the fetid six thousand strong
late at night he told mme he could count butbitt
fifteen hund redlredi the fire of the rebel batterhatter
iealeaelesivawabwas11 not thelie only thing from which our men
hadbad to 1sufferfier thinking to silence the
gunsguna our batba teries planted on the bluff on the
north side otibeodthe river embracing the 1 121 2

sleesiege guns some batteries of 23 par-
rots and the aiati tillery of the left and
centre opened fire the intervening space is
between twenty sevedseven hurdhundbeadeded and three
thousand yards too great a uistance to calcu-
late on the projectiles carrying with accuracy

part contractors ammunition IEit
shell should fall short or take an oblique d

anaulanii1 explode among our troops it
would be difficult to see bow a panic coadcohcoa d be
prevented propronn aptly seeing this danger gen
liunihunt chief of artillery instantly
orders to cease fi ining it was weilwll he did so
for immediately aftafterwardeward an aid acme gal-
loping from gen couch from the other side
of the river beggingbegaiig that our batteries should
cease as they were actually firing into his
command while the broken column retires
to its original position in the outskirts of the
town to reformre form for a nenevN enco inter let us
see whathatbat goes on on the left at daylight the

I1 fforcesor comprising the left grand division of
ththeeciernycaernyarmy appeared drawn up in battle array
on the broad plinefinpi in below fred ericks barg and
skirting the I1rappaKappa hannock at e morn
the lathh pennsyl Ruck tailstalis
and two or three other reg ments were em-
ployed in front as skirmishers between whom
and the rebel skirmishers considerable firing
took place no boonersoonerblofco oner howeverLo wever had the
heavybeavy mist clear d away tuanthan capt hallshaws

I1 battery3 attateery 21 me planted at the light of gib
boila division opened fire upon the rebels
artilleryy firingfi ing now becambecame generalgetie ralrai along the
whole linelines which waswaa returned by the rebels

heavy siege guns in our rear toblob
land lit massachusetts batteries and bat-
tery D artillery on the right capt rin

and capt walkers in front andanti cow-
ans newhew york and lieu hamsharris ad new
york independent on the I1 ftpft and other bat-
teries kept up a terrific fire on the rebels
ordersordea now camecaime tttoadadvancevance and a out nine

gibbons and bleadmeadas divis ons com-
menced m ving slslowlywiyaly forward gen
meale desdea command consisting of the pennsyl-
vania reserves arranged in thehe following
order a lat brigade embambembracingracing the let aj

and 6 h regiments at the left ad brigade
ath ath andaud ath centre and ad bibrigade

jacksons ntaufa and at teette
rightrigght the advance resulted in almost straight-
ening our lines which were belore somewhat
of0 a crecent considerable resistance was
met with yet the forces continacont inu d to m ve
forba dJ until at mid aday wetoe line of battle
was threce quarters of a mile in atadvancevance ofor
fuerehere it had been at the outoutsetsetbet but now
came the deseivereset ve airefire of the enemy with terrific
force shot shellsheli aridand canister were plurel
into our men rom various pointpoints while the
rebel infantry appeap ningring fired withwilli rapidity
still they continued to press on Saverailseveral bat-
teries moved forward at the same timeAs
our troops saw the enemy giving way cheer
after cheer rent the air about one ock
gen meademeada ordered a charge which was welluell
executed the men pressing on the ededgeedee of the
very crest and skillfullyfully by a
movement on the flank an opening which
happen d to occur between the division of A
P hillnill and earleariearlsearispa brigade capturing several
hundred prisoners belonging to the gistcist geor-
gia and north carolina

was progressing
point the efemey sent four heavy columns
down on our leftslefisleft near theibe river they wwereere
handsomelyhandsom plyfly repulsed and driven back how
ever by genqin division

owingOwin to the lack of cements gen
comcommandmandl waawas otiobligedliged to fall back a
ot a milemlle 4 wuiWWI thalther remoreTOnedoed

three quarters
i 3

of achie beyond the ground
fistbir at occupied afiveryry heavy muskmusketryelryeiry firingnang
continued ajoaloao g wethe line heitger side ga ningninga
any matermafer at advantage aboabout1titi1 1 2
the first line of bbittiebittle in gen Gbbonsa
division was relieved by the second benwhenhen
towers brigade now commanded by colcel J

rooaloott charged over an open field be ond the
railroad andarid down latointo the edge of the woods
occupyoccupyingin the breastbreattwt which the enemy
had conaticonstructedacted here aandnd captured prison-
ers belonbelonginginatoto the north carolina and
a south cardiliaCarcan otriadiria regiment gen Gibgibbons
waswag severely in the right handbald
thy held their ownawu for somebome time but we e
eventually compelled to fall back the ad
maine battery advanced with Gib bonssbonas
division menwhen it fell back three guns were
left to bear upon the advancing enemy an

lorderjorderorder came at that moment to cease firing as
I1 the force coming from the woods were our
own men menwhen it had advanced however
to within fit y yards the commander of the
battery became concoa incel that they were
rebels and moving on to capture this battery
fiv-efive guinsnna were opened upon them but after
five rounds had been vireilfired the battery was
ordered to fall back the captain called for
volunteersolun to ra urn and bring off thothe babaterytery
ser bant berry arvant stubbe corporal it
freely and ttwelveelve menmn belonging to the 06 h
maine regimentregiments stepped forward theonderthe

though a hazardous one proved suc
as thehe aba boned gun wagwas broubroughtht oftPIT

n safetyfe ty it was while tiietue fifehtbt was pro
gressceasingiliga at this point that gen asardbayardB was
ddllytally woundedwoundedJed heile hadbad just reached gen
franklinafranklins headquartershead quarters in a small grove ofor

bernard house and taking a seat under
one of when a ballbail striking a few
arbars in fronfrontI1 of him glanced and then went
thru his thigh inflictingindic ting a fearful wound
liehe was immediately coniconveyedeyed to the bernard
house oridolidnd placed in of dr phelps
surgeon ocof the brigade As be was lying on
the conchcouch thetho chaplain of the harris light
cavalry approached and injuredinta redirevl
him to ivwitit ananythingthing for him by andarid b 11

liehe rrepliedealie 1 I then turning to surgeon llockley
behe ininquired it be should be able to0o live forty
echteight hours A negative answer being given
h further inquired if be shoudshould die easy
several 00 tbth burgeonssurgeons in attendance thought
Uslits life might be saved by amputate ngdg metoe
wounded limb but the chances were so email
hetit prepreferredterrel not to undergo the operation
liehe was perfectly sensible and never torfor once
lost that seifself possession which has always
characterized himon theth field of battle

about 5So flock gengui birneysbirnessBirBirncys division of
gen hookers grand Dvdivisionision which had
been deladeiadelayeded for some t me in crossing by the

shells moved forward to the left otof
the support of meades division gibbons
had become muchlauch cut up the musketry
fightguht was ahn very heavy and this division
suffered severebevere y

Arjaadjoiningining the first corps under gen
smith presents the following formationformations
ioin three lines of bbitteitt e gen new-
ton at the right gen burke at the center
and gen howe on thetb left connecting with
ReyjieJRebeynowsynos caricarlcor s at sunrise the skirmishers
commenced govig foiw rd gen vinon
comcommandingmindingI1 about 8 the reb laIs
opened a hb ayaly cannonade upon the men
some of their batteries were but a short
distance away A burning building which
attracted considerable attention ttthetha night
prepreviousiouslous was destroyed byuy them in order to
make better their range biarblarmartinstins new york
battery franksfranka firt new york and buoysnowa
fitfilstat maryland replied to the rebe guns witwith
much spite at 9 gen newtonsNew tons
was withdrawn from the extreme right of this
corps a on on
right cf command where it was
actively employed during the remainder of the
daydasdd abbatabo it lourfour 0 clock the fourth new
jersey were ordered to charge upon a force of
the enemy near the railroads which they did
driving them bacilback for lajau yardsarisards or moorelnore A
superior force thet appearing aagainstainest them

they were forced to retire col II11 11 hatch
felltell moundedwounded inin the leg the rebels ceased
their antille y niregre on this portion of the army
about 10 in the morningdoming i towards9
evening I1 however they sent a fulifall bribrigadea le in
the direction of marticaMart iudludiua batBitbatterytery who came
on withith a veliyell expecting to capcamtretrere it toethe
warm reception which they received from the
battery andaud the Ssecond and fourth vermont
regiregimentsregimenkentementetv which were acting as skirmishers
compelcompell d themtheta to tallfall bacic at the same
time the three linesimes of infantry composed of
pratts and viniousVin toustoua brigades stood to arms
and advanced with fixed bayonitabayonetsbayon sta

returning to the lightright I1 foundifould gen sum-
ner seated on the front seat of an unyoked
ambulaambulantnc at the laceylacey househoase directly
opposite Fiedniedfredericksburgericksburg at the point where
the first pontoon bridge spans the stream
the veteran soldier bad benban extremely desi
rous of crossingcrossin g over and directing in peron
the movements of bishis grandgrard division but the
Commancommandingdirig general would riot permit it
ana as a compromise he had come down from
the phillips house which gengeo birnsideburnside hadhail
made his headquarters for the dayda a Mmilemlledle

from the river and established it here at its
brink iha old mailmirl loilta ua lind fearful
things were hot going well vmithwithith his com maliamami
for three hours his men hadbad been fishfightingtingfingbg at
fearfultearful oddsodda they were much exexhaustedbausted
their loss was excessive andaud nothing
accomplished indeed totol the test of thefile ear
at the point where we were locatedlaca ted it abom e d
as though they were being badlybadly pressed
the batteries had been brought downown an
planted at the beads of the streets the
troops were bugginghugging the city closely to
wethe fearful eirefire chiroWheroirorairalrei4 frajkunFrakUn

1l V r
the eager inquiry f evereverythingthi 1 depends enca
Frank imalma comingcoining ilpalp on theihm flankan 1

franklins position was plainly obaobservablearable
by the line tft f am aridardd aa firefareaa coapco bot0
miles to our left belowbetow lie was making no
nearer r

at three an aid arrives from gengep
couch to say that his couchlanCouchCoucnacoala troops we e
advancing noelely buibut that wilcox was not 1

keepingkeepin up ivellfelnel gibgin IVilcotcox 11

sumnerSu inner I1 feliten him he inu vi mckemaks the kulNOL
corps keep parepace the second if he dancan aa4

at 4 french reports thatthab his rightht I1
I1 is13 held by a brigade iasonlasonlasodssonsls which
outdut ammunition

sumner sendsbends cesae 0 begging burnalleBurn videsiJe ff
that franklin be dadirectedLre C tel to advance bitb it i

franklinfrankiin cannot adyadvalvanteanteanre ilehe hashis elouth to
J do at this moment to hold his own ffrr Jjackck
son hasbashadj ist thrown in reinforcements aldILDand IsIs vj

1
pushing harda rd to turn his left

Aleanliean tinietite the reservesres ryearyes have not beenbeenk

touched HookHookeilseiaeis centralceiitral grandgrani birMirislon A

fresh men havebave atnot jetyet beenmeo I1eniarni
I1 indeed are yet mamasney1anty on tatsthis hidirsidebide clo-
the

of
Sriver

at 4 gen hooker who had not yet
beenheen across the river proceeded over rem irk 01

inglug to a friend that hebe was going to put this
thinthing through I1inn half an Ehourour i

volleyss of musmasmusketryketry announce il that hooker
with the reservesRsR ervesseries engageddisengagedis en aed this last
assaulting co dmn consisted of the divi ions of Y

hadbad howbow ei er hardly got fairly engaged
the sun wentent downdonn aridand night cosedclosed

I1 ththee clamorclamorousous arra h of the combat-
ants 1I

at this time gen burnsideBirnBarn sidesiJe whomho hadbad retre 4

manned all day at the phillipa llodehoje camcanmerearnerix
d wnvv n to the lacy house aud inin the garden
facing the city followedtollo wedned the progress of timtia
fight Exeex mallymaily calm the leading playerplay eninerinin
this tremendous game was agitated by
intensity of feelingfeeling as no one can conceive aniand
he paced the garden gloomy as knigt t k

tuat crest he exclaimed pass ona tely
I1must be carried tonightto night I1 I1

the brevity of t me into which the i
doisdoasdo is issue of the day bad to be crowdcrowdededt
seemed to add redoubled energy to the ffuryuryary otiott
thihatha cocombatants

not or BucnuchbucherBuchherbercr as welweiwellingtonhntonhn tonion ex-
claimed at waterlooWate roo bu prayer
for more light was the prompting0 of evry
heart

creeping up on the flank by the left getGelgettystys
troops in gaining the stonealone walls
which wee had been unable all day to wrench i

from th rebis the other forces rushed aorl
the crest ouroar figfiefieldld batteries which owing
to the restricted spacesspace hadbad been of butbat litow
use all day were brought vigorously into
play it was the fierrefierce passionate climati of
the battle from bothloth bidessides belched forth
their fiery missiles athwart the darkeark back-
ground ol01 the nighnight volleys of musketry
were poured forth bucheuch as weA e bavehave no parallel
of in all our experiences of the war and
which seemed rs though all the demons of
earth and air were contending together
rushing up the crest our troops had got within
a stones throw of the batteries when ib
hillbill top swarmed forth in new reinforcements
of rebel infantry whovho upon our men
drove them back the turn of a die d cicca
such situations theile day was lost Oairmenir men
retired imm cannon and musketry
ceasederased their roar aridaud in a moment the silence

succeeded the stormy fury of tea
i hours battle

As gen burnside turning walked off
iI1 through the garden antiand mounting hisbis loraleiborsi

galloped back to bibbis wh tt
thoughts and feelings passepassel I1 through hisbis
mindl
that a victory had been achieved yV

shall we sayaay then it was a defeat berz
if to have started out to accomplish a

certain object and to have failed in d A

be a defeat you can apply iiono other term to
the upshot of t daysdaydaytsdayaIs battle

inira spit of all the glosses of official tele-
grams which you may receive it seems there
tonightto night that we have suffered a defeat let
usis hope that when fully prepareded the assault
may uetie renewed with new tactacticaltical combina-
tion the pipositiontion carried and the day retrieved 4

itiritliltit be not BOso saturday the dayodayot
december mustroust be accounted a black day la11
the calendar of the reaurepublicalic ot

depreciation IS THE VALUE OF GOLD

the politicalpolilical economicseconom iss of england areark
disdiediscussingdiscussioncussing the question whether or no there
lais a risk of depreciation in the value osgoldof goldgola
suchauch as will revolutionize the business rela-
tions of society the times iiwhich sides
with the depreciationlataiata bayt that the influxindex
of gold from abroad instead of being regardregards
ed with joy is causescauseycaup inin som quarters Ef r th
greatest alarm ath an annual productiona
of from fifty to futyf ltstyveyvehivefive zalail illionsliong of dollars
dorthforth of gidald since isis over aadand above thetha
arrarilaunttaunt which was previously produced every
year and which was found sufficient for the
common seedsneeds of commerce and manufacturer
it is argued that gold cannot be kept at its
present value mr cobden the leader of the
Englienglishsli political economiseeconom lseise favors thisthia
op nion on the other bideside it ia argued that
the country can easily absorb all the gold propio
deuced which is not required for commercial
purposespu poses bathut those whawho advance this belief
do not seem tobeto be very tenacious of their opin-
ion they rather hope than assert that bomebom
process is at work to absorb the surplus of
gold an I1 prevent the stream of supply fromrom
becoming a destructive flood

kaghag morelaore ferralesfe
than maliamalea


