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THE BA.;TI.-E .‘OF FRF',I}ERIGESB‘ERG- . ¢harge up the hil, and taki the batteries at three-quarters of a mile beyond the gzround the eager inquiry. “Everything depaﬂg cn

the point of the bayonet.
The line of battle was

| r—

formed by Coach’s

The followiog graphic descripsion ©f the! oo fine Lecond,] compr sed of the divisions

battle of Fredericksburg on Saturday, Dec. of French, Hancock and Howard, the Ieftpnf
the line abut ing on Sturgis’ di-ision of Wi -

13th, is from the correspondence of the New .

York Times: was Freneh’s, composed of the brigades. of

The theatre of operations extended from Kimball, Mo:ris and Weber, supported by
Fredericksburg on the right and down the| Hancock’s division, consisting of the brigades
south side of the Rippahannoek for twe ot Caldwell, Zook and Meagher. Forming

miles., his men wunder cover of a small kno!l in the

Immediately behind thes town of Fredericks- | rear of the town, skirmishers weres deployed
burg, the land forws a plateau, or smooth

field, running back for ab ut a third of a mile.

ridge of g ound, which runs along to the left
for about a quarter of a mile, where it abuts
at Hazel ,D:}I, a ravise formed by the Hazel
River, which empties into the Rappahannock,
west of the toan. At the foot of the ridge
runs the telegraph road, flank-d by a stone |
wall., This eminence was studded with rebel
batteries. To the right, along up the river,
the ridge prolongs itseif to opposite Falmoulh,
and beyoud; and here, too, batteries were|
planted on every advantageous position. Back

of the first ridge is another plateau, and tben

a second terrace of wooden hills, where a sec-

ond line of fortifications were placed. Belween

the rear of the t wn and the first ridge, a

canal runs right and left, and empties into the

river some distance above Falmouth,

This plan, of a third of a mile deep, between
the suburbs of Fredericksburg and the first
ridze of Jills, was the theatre of operations of

the Right Grand Division of the army, under | brigrde after brigade of rebels rise up on the
Major-General Sumner. On this parrow | grest aul pour in fresh volleys of musketry at
theatre our b-ave troops surged and swept, | short range. To those'who, through the glass,
forward and backward, in the {ide ofbattle, for | Jooked on, it was a perilous sight indeed.

ten long hours. Flesh and blood cou'd not emdure it. They
. A word now on the scene cf operations of

the Left Grand Division. From the luwer\ and yells from the enemy.

E-’lrt of the town tbe ridge on which it is | vision went into the fi:ld six thousand strong;
uilt slopea abruptly down to a comparatively) late at night be told ms he could count but
level or undulating coun'ry, which stritches| fifteen hundred! The fire of the rebel batter-

for some miles down tne Rippaliannock.|ies was not the only thing from which our men
About a couple of miles back of the river it

rises into a wooded slope. At a point a mile
and a halt below Fredeiicksburg two pon-

burst the deadly bail
came the murderous!y-aimed misgiles;

nen,

of th .t gallant but doomed divisi n. Across
the plaiu for a while they swept under this fa-
tal fire. They were literally mowed down.
The bursting shells made great gaps in their
ranks; but these are presently filled Ly the
“‘closiug up’’ of the line. Koy fifteen lmmor-
tal mintes at least they remained under this
fi-ry surge. Onward they press, tho igh their
ranks grow fearfally thin. They bave passed
over a greater part of the inferval and have
almost reached the base of the hi'l, when

zuns, our ba teries planted on the blufl, on the
north side of the river, ewbracing the 11.2
toons had been thrown across on Thursday [ giese guns, some batteries of 20 pounder Par-
worning, and on Friday the whole of the Left|rots and the arsillery of the left and fleft
Grand Division, under the command of Major- | centre opened fire. The intervening space is
General Franklin, had marched over the river, | between twenty-sevep humd.ed and three
Daylight of Saturday found the force drawn | thousand yards; too great a uistance to caleu-
up in battle array oa this bread plain skirting | late on the projectiles carrying with accuracy
th:Rappahannock. Thebat le-ground tbhough | —part cularly contractors’ ammunition, 1f
Very marshy iusome places, prtnented a fine |ghell should fall short, or take an obligne d:-
field for m litary evolutious. The turnpise | rection and expluda among our troops, it
leading to Fredericksburg runs about one-hall
ot a mile from an | nearly parallel to the river. | prevented. Pron ptly seeingthis danger, Gen.
Beyond is the railroad and, still furtber be- | Hunt, Chief of Artiliery, instantly despatched
yond, the woody range of hills in which the | orders to cease fi ing. It was well he did 8o,
enemy were strongly entrenched. About a|for immediately afterward an Aid csme gal-
nile and a half from Fredericksburg, nearly | loping from Gen. Couch, from the other side
oa the river edge, is situated A. N. Barnard’s | of the river, begging that our batteries should
stone maunsion, a.ter the English style. cease, as they were actually firing into his
‘The line of battle as it appeared in the|command! While the hroken column retires
morning, was as follows: The Sixth Arwy | to its original position in the outskirts of the
Cotpi, under Gen. fmith (Frankliv’s old| town, to re-form for a ne~ enco inter, let us
force) on the right, comnposed of three divis- | see what goes on on the left. At daylight the
ions, nam2'y: Gen. Newton on extreme right | forces comprising the left Grand Division of
and rear; Gen. Burke on the center, and Gen. | the army appeared drawn up in battle array
Howe on the left, The First Army Corps, [ on the broad pl.in below Fredericksburg and
Gen. Reyno ds’, extending stiil further to the | skirting the Kappabannock. At e rly morn,
left, drawn up in the fol owing order: Gen. |the 13th Massacnusetts, Pennsyl. Bucktails,
Gibbons’ Division on the ri:ht, connecting |and two or three other reg ments, were em-
with Gen. Howe’s; Gen. Meade’s, centre, and | ployed in front as skirmisuers, between whom
Gen. Doubleday, left, fronting to the south- | and the rebel ekirmishers cousiderable firing
‘ward and resting nearly on the river. This|took place, No sooner, Lhowever, had the
constituted the order in which our forces were | heavy mist clear d away, than Capt. Hall’s
drawn up, there being three distinct lives of | Battery (21 Me.) planted at the right of Gib-
battle, : bow’s division, opened fire upon the rebels.
Opposed to our right, under Gen. Sumner,| Artillery ficing now becamas general along the
was the retel left, under command of Gen. | whole line, wgich was returned by the rebels.
Longstreet. Opposed to our left, under Gen. | —Heavy siege guns in our rear, the 1st Mary-
Franklin, was the rebel right, under Gen. |land, 1+t Massachusetta batteries, and bat-
Jackson. Gen. Lee, Generalissimo of ihe|tery D, 5'h Artillery, on the right; Capt. Ran-
Southern arwmy, was in person in command | som?’s and Capt. Walker’s in front, and Cow-
of the Confederate forces during the whel:|an’s New York, and Lieut. Harn’s 34 New

daﬁ York Independeut on the 1 ft, and other bat-
e plan of Gen. Burnside, agreed upon in

teries, kept up a terrific fire on the rebels.
council of war, was to en{eavor to pie ce the | Orders now came ioadvance, and a out nine
rebel centre. Early on the morning of Sat- | o’cleck Gibbon’s and M+#ad.’s divis ons com-
urday, the order was giv n tbat Sumnner’s

menced m ving slowly forward. Gen.
left, composed of the Ni th Army corps,under | Me de’s command, consisting of the Pennsyl-
command of Gereral Wilcox, should be ex-

vania Reserves, arranged in the following
tended until it reached Franklin's right —thus

order, a Ist brigade, embracing the lst, 2,
forming a continuous line of battle along the| 121st, and 6 h regiments at the lelt; 2d brigade
the riv.r for two miles, the left resting en th-

,—3d, 4th, 7ith, and 8th, centrejand 34 brigade,
river at the point where the lower pontoons| (Jackson’s) & b,;10.h, 1lth and 12th, at the
cross, and the right an Fre ericksburg. right. The advanceresulted in almost straignt-

The left wing, compsising the whole of

ening our lines, which were before somewhat
F.anklin’s command, (fi ty thousand men)|of a cre:cent, Cousiderable resistance was
should then be swung round, as on a pivol | met with, yet the forces contibu'd to m ve
formed by Sumrner’s ex'reme right, resting on | forwa d, uutil at mid-day the line of battle
Fredericksburg. If succes-fulin his manea- | was threee-quarters of a mile ‘in advance of
ver, Franklia would divide the rebel line, take | where it had been at the outset.
possession of toe railroad (the line of retreat) | came the reseive fire of the enemy with terrific
and come in on the flank of the rebel works |

: force. Shot, shell and eanister were poure
back of Fredericksburg., While this moye-|into our men from varicus points, while the
jaent was being d veloped, a division was to | rebel infaniry appe ring, fired with rapidity.
be sent up from Gen. Sum.er’s c'mma d by

y | Scill they continued to presson. S:veral bat-
the plank road to storm the rilge. If there

; teries moved forward at the same time,—As
ghould be any failure in this, it was hoped the | our troops saw the enemy giving way, cheer
co-ojeration of Franklin would presentiy make

_ after cheer rent the air. About one <’clock,
success certain, Hooker’s corps wasdestined | Gen. Meade ordered a charge, which was well
to act as a reserve.

executed —the men pressing on the edge of the
very crest and skilfully penetrating, by a
movement on the flank, an opening which
happen d to occur between the division of A.
P. Hill and Earl,’s brigade, capturinz several
hundred prisoners belonging to the 61st Geor-
gia, and 31st North Carolina.

While the right was progressinz at this
point, the enemey sent four heavy columus
down on our left, near the river.

The dawn of Saturday found the forces dis-
tributed as thus indic ted, About 8 o’clock,
thie Phillips Houee (the headguartes of Gen.
Sumper, about a mile from the river on the
porth side) was the scene o' a numerous as-
semblags of officers. Gen. Burnside and Gen,
Hooker joined Gen. Sum' er bere, and th: bals
cory and grounds in front were presently
filled with officers and aides.

Skirmishing bad been going on all the fore-
poon, and the rebel p ckets had been driven
out «f Fre erickgburg, JThe time had now
game to attempt an adyance on the rebel
grticn,

ever, by G:n. Ilouhled:g'! division.
Owing to the lack reinfo-cementis, Gen.

cox’s corps [the ninth]. The first advanced

to the left toward Hazel Dell; Slurgis sup- _ .
| porting at the sametime, moved up, and rested They held their own for some time, |
It then rises for forty or fifty yards, forming & | on a point on the railroad: The moment they jeventually cowpelled to fall back. The 24
exposed themselves on the railroad, forth | Maine battery
From the rifle-pits division.

i st occupied.

'erg, belonging to the 36ch Nort

—ficm left to bear upon the _
the batteries, tier above tier, on the terraces, order came at that moment to cease fictng, as son has )
shot planes of fire; from the enfilading can-|the force coming
distributed on the arc of a circle two own men.
miles in extent, came cross of shot and shell. | to wit
linagine, if you can, for my fesources are un- | battery :
| equal 10 the task of telling you, the situation rebels, and moving

\

Very heavy musketry firing Frankiin’s coming vp on the flank ¥
continued alo g the line, weither side ga ning! Franklin’s position was plainly observable
any mater al advantage. About11-20clock by rhe line f smoke and a fire'a couple of
the first line of battle in Gen. G.bbons’s miles to our left betow. He was making ne
division was relieved by the secend, when nearer. :

Tower’s brigade, now commanded by Cel.! At three o'clock an aid arrives from Gen,
Root, charged over an open fizld be;ond the Couch tosay that his (Coueh’s) troops iwe e
railroad, and down into theedge of the woods,'advancing figely; buc that Wileox was nol

‘occupying the breastwcrks which the enemy keeping up. “Pell Gen. Wileox,” repliet Gen,

had constiucted here, and captured 260 prison-  Sumner, ¢ tell him he must make the Nin'h Ariny
h Carolina and Corps keep pace with the S.cond, if he can”
Gen. Gibbons| At 4 o’clock, French reports ihat his right
ght hand. is held by a brizade ( Mason’s) which is with-
but we e out ammunilion!

' Sumnier sendsa mes:age bezging Burnside
advanced with Gibbons's! that Franklin be directel to advance, but
When it fell back, three guns were Franklin cannot acvance. He has enough to
advancing enemy. An | do at this moment to hold his own, for Jack-
st thrown in reinforcements, and is
from the woods were our | pushing bard to turn hisleft.
When it had advanced, however,! Meantime the res rves
hin fif y yards, the commander of the  touched.

a South Carclina 1egument. !
was  severely wounded in the ri

have mnot been
Hookei’s Ceuntral Grand Division
hecame con'inced that they were —50,000 fresh men—have not yet yeeq T
on to capture this batteiy, gaged; indeed are yet mainly on this side of
five puns were opened upon them, but after|the river.

five rounds had bzen ficed, tbe battery was! At 4 o’cleck Gen. Hooker, who had not yet
ordered to fall back. The Captain called for | been across the river, proceeded over, remirk-
volunteers to ra urn and bring off the ba'tery. ing to a friend that he *was going to put this
Serzeaut Berry, Sergeant Stubbe, Corporal R. thing through.” In half an hour prodigions
Freely, and taelve men belonging to the 6 h|volleys of musketry anoounced that Hooker,
Maine regiment, stepped forward. The under- | with the R -serves, is engaged. This last
taking, tbough a hazardousone, proved suc- | assaulting co umn consisted of the divi-ions of

eessful, as the aba doned gun was brought off |

in safety. It was while tue fizht was pro-
gressing at this point that Gen. Bayard was
fataily wounded. Ide had just reached Gen. |
Franklin’s bead-quarters in a small grove of
the Bernard House, and taking a seat umder

would be difficuit to see how a panic coa!d be

They were
handsomely repulsed and driven back, how-

one of the trees, when a ball, striking a few
yar!s in front of bim, glanced and theu went

' fell back shattered and bioken, amid shouis "lltrru’ his thigh, inflicting a fearful wound.
Gen. French’s di-

He was immediately conveyed to the Bernard
House and placed in chargs of Dr. Phelps,
Sargeon ol the brigade. As he was lying on
the couch, the Chaplaip of the Harris Light
Cavalry approached and inqured if he desired

had to suffer. Thinking to silence the enemy’s |him to w.it- an)thing for him. “By-and-b-,”

he replied; then turning to Surgeon Hockley,
he inquired if he should be able to live forty-
eight hours. A negattve answer being given,
h- further inguired if he shou!d die easy.
Several o th - surgeons in attendance thought
his life might be saved by amputat'ng the
wonnded limb, but the chances were so small

|

Hamphrey, Monk, Howard, Getty and Sykes.
They had, bowever, bardly got fairly engaged

]hefure the sun went down, and night e'osed

arounl! the clamorous wra h of the combat-
ants.' .,

At this time Gen. Barnsile, who had re-
mained all day at the Phillips Hou-e, came
d wan to the Lacy House; aud, in the garden

facing the city, followed the progress of the

!ﬁght. Ex'ernally calm, the leadingz player in

this tremendous game was agitated by such
intensity of feeling as no one can conceive, and
he paced the gargen gloomy as nighl.

“Tonat crest,”” he exclaimed pass onately,
“‘must be carried to-night!’?

The brevity of t me into which the stupen-
dous issue of the day had to be crowded
seemed to add redoubled energy to the fury of
the combatants.

Not “Night or B'ucher,”? as Wellington ex-

r

claimed at Water!oo, but rather Ajax’s prayer
for ““more light,” was the prompting of ev.ry

he preferred not to undergo the operation.|heart.

He was perfectly sensible, and never for once
lost that self-possession which has always
characterized him on the field of battle.
About 2 o’vlock Gen. Birney’s Division, of
Gen. Hooker’s Grand D.vision, which bad
been dela)ed for some t me in crossing by the
enemy’s shells, moved forward to the left of
the support of Meade’s Division. Gibbons
had become much cut up. The musketry
fizht was then wvery heavy, and this division

suffered severe'y.

Adjoining the First Corps unler Gen.
Swmith, presents the following formation,
in three lines of bitte; Gen. New-

ten at the right; Gen. Burke at the center,

Reyno!d’s Corys. At sunrise the skirmishers
commenced movirg forw rd, Gen. Vin'on
commanding. About 8 o’clock the reb ls

make better their range.

rabout 10 o’cloek in the morning.

But now |

a-| Meade’a command was obliged to fall back a
The orders were fo move rapicﬁy.t warter of a mile, where they remained—,

ojened a b avy cannonade upon the men.
Some of their batteries were but a short
distapce away. A burning building, which

previous, was destroyed by them in order to

Martin’a New York |
Battery, Frank’s First New York, aud Snow?s

Fiist Maryland replied to the rebe gﬁma with

much sapite. At Y o'clock, Gen. Newton’s
was withdrawn (rom the extreme right of this
corpe, and too't 3 posit on on the extreme
right of Reyno!d’s command, where it was
actively employed during the remainder of the
day. About 1our o'clock the Fourth New
Jersey were ordered to charge upon a force of
the enemy near the railroad, whbich they did,
driving them back for 10) yvards or more. A

they were forced toretire. Col. H. H, Halch
fell, wounded in the leg. The rebels ceased
their artille'y fire on this postion of the arm
Towards
evening, however, they sent a full brizade in
the direction of Martin’s Battery, who came
on with a yell, expecting to captire it.

battery aud the S:coud and Fourth Vermont
regimenteg, which were acting as skirmisliers,
compell d them to fall back. At the same
time the three limes of infantry, composed of
Pratt’s and Vintow’s brigades, stood to arms,
and auvanced with fixed bayonets.

Returning to the 1ight, 1 found Gen Sum-
ner sealed on the front seat of an unyoked
ambulanc', at the Lacey House, directly
opposite F:.edericksburg, at the point whete
the first pontoon bridge spans the stream.
The veteran soldier had bern extremely desi-
rous of crossing over and directing in person
the movements of his Grand Division, but the
Commanding General would not permit it,
ana as a comprmnise he had ceme dowp frow
the Phillips House, (which Gen Burnside had
made his headquaiters for the day) a mile
from the river, and established it bere at its

Things were not going well with his commana.
For three hours his inen had been fighting at
fearful odds. They were much exhausted,
their loss was excessive, and natbing had been
accomplished. Indeed, to the test of the ear,
at the point where we were located, it seemed
as though they were being badly pressed.

planted at the beads of the streets. The

troops were bugging the city closely to escape
the Eutn.l fre. fﬁ?hm i§ Frapklin?” was

and Gen. Howe on the left, connecting with |

attracted considerable attention the night}

Creeping up on the flank by the left, Getty’s
troops succee.led in gainingz the stone wall
which we bhad been unable all day to wrench
 from th= reb:ls. The other forces rushed for
the crest. Our fizld batteries, which, owing
to the restricted space, had been of bat little
use all day, were brought vigorously into
play. It was the fierce passionate climax of
the battle. From both sides belched forth
their fiery missiles athwartthe dark bick-
ground of the night., VYolleys of musketry
were poured forth such as we bave no parallel
of in all our experiences of the war, and
which seemed &8 though all the demons of
earth and air were contending together.
Rushing up the crest our troops had got within
a stone’s throw of the batteries, when 1he
hill top swarmed forth in new reinforcements
of rebel infantry, who, rushing upon our men,
drove them back. The turn of a die d cides
such situations. The day waslost! Our men
retired. Imwmn diately cannon and musketry
crased their roar, aud in a momeunt the silence
of death succeeded the stormy fury of ten
hours battle.

As Gen. Burnsgide,

~uperior force thenappearing against them, |

galloped back to his bheadquaiters, wh t
thougzhts and feelings passet! through his
mind!
that a victory had been achieved.

Shall we say, then, it was a defeat?—Cer
tainly, if to have started out to accomplish a
 certain object, and to have failed in d 1ng 8o,
be a defeat,p you can apply no other term to
the upshot of t ~day’s battle.

In spit~ of all the glosses of official tele-
grams which you may receive, it seems there
to-night that we have suflered a defeat. Let

y | us hope that, when fully prepared, the assaull

may Le renewed with new tactical combina-
tion, the position carried and the day retrieved.

Tnek

warm reception which they received from thu‘*thu calendar of the Repu'lic.

brink. The old manlocked nxi:usaind fearfu g

If it be not so, Siturday, the 13 h day of
December, must be accounted a black day in

‘ -on

DePrEGIATION IN THE YALUE oF Goup,
—The polilical economis's of England are
discussing the guestion whether or no there
18 a risk of depreciation in the value of gold,
such as will revolationize the business rela-
tions of society. Thne Times, which sides
with the deprec:ationiats, sayt that the influx

ed with joy, is cause, in som quarters, f.r th»

of from fifiy to filty-five miilions of dollars?
worth of gnld since 1848, over and above the
amount which was previously produced every
 year, and which was found suflicient for the
common seeds of eommerce and manufacturers,
it is argued that gold cannot be kept at its
present value. Mr. Cobden, the leader of the
English political econcmis's, favors this
op:nion. On the other side it is argued that
the country can easily absorb all the gold pro-
duced which is not required for ccmmercial

do not seem ta be very tenacious of their opin-
ton; they rather hope than assert that some
process is at work to ahsorb the surplus of

The batteries had been brought down and| he

gold, ani ppevent the stream of supply from
coming a destructive flood. '

— e B -

—Massachusetts has 37,000 more females
than males.

turning, walked off
through the garden and mounting his Lorse

No illusions could make him believe

of gold from abroad, iustead of being regard-

purposes, but those who advance this belief

screatest alarm. With an anoual production |
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