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oppression and tyranny it matters
dotnot what nation klukiukindreddred tongue or
people1 le they may be if they comply
wilhvilh9 the ordinances they shallshail re-
ceive the holy ghost
thithiss is the gospel preachedpreach edby thee

latterdatter day saints this is theangospel1
called 11everleverieverlastingastin in the

saipscripturestureturc this is the gospel that will
avosavegaveave allah men and wohlenwomen whovilo will
obey the same this is the gospel that
haipobasbaa powerpowen in iti t thesisthis is that gospel thatthat
will impart faith to those who rec-

eive iit true genuine faith this is
the gospel that will renew not only
the body as it were but alsoaiso the
mind this is the gospel that makes
natural men and komehwomen spiritual
men and women this is the gospel
that puts mankind into possessionpossessibn of
that power that glorious privilege
alluded to in the commencement of
my remarks to holdbold communion
with God oh how great the bless
I1ingi to hold commcommunionumon with that
being who created tilethe worlds thetthatthat
beingwing whopho sways the sceptretre of uniuni-
versal power that being under the
power of whose wordvord worlds move
forth in their regular orbits and by
whose powererththeyeyareare upheld and
sustained lindand perform their allotted
coursecourses in the great universe thatk

hwha kmade and created to holdhd0i
communion with that being who
holds in his own hands the
issues of life and deathmih fiehelie
whovii0 has power to redeem
and i bring up the children of
men of aliall creations andland worldsworld
backibackbaekjintosintointo his holy presence to
hold communion withsuchhsueh a being
who ecaneanan express thethem greatness of
the privilege to learnleam from hinihim who
knows all thingsr comprehendswho
the end from the beginning who
purposed from before the foundation
of the world what he would accom-
plish in relation to this creation to
fulfillfulfil what he designed in thethothearere
demotion atheff the hu
he designed to accomplish in thethet
new creation that is to be made
after mortal man has fulfilled his
destiny herebere to holdbold communion
with him isji the greatest of all privil-
eges

riv
it enables us to obtain knowl-

edgeledge from the source that is per-
fectitatt that cannot deceive oh liowhow
joyful how great a privilegelegge to come
before him to enter into our closets
and kneel down before the greate t
creator of the universee to aneoneaddress
him in our humble language inin
meekness and humility as little
chilchiichildrendiendlen calling himhimOurour father
our father hear us thy children in
thinethme holy habitation letjet thin e
look uponUpoll us injn pityPity andind cocompas-
sion

apas
forgive our unworthiness and

pardonparau adlofallali of our follies and weak-
nesses oh let the heavens be open
to burcour criagriesrles and our supplicationsions
and let thine earseam be open to ththec criesI1

of thy humble serservants and hand
maidens to ask him to bestbestowow up
onabliolis tiroblessingsrc andA glories1 andund
honors that willviii save us and prepare
us to inherit a place in his divine
presence andand if these are not
blessings inestimable if these arbare
noknoiches worth possessing
your humble servant is unable to in-
form you what may be considered
biemblemblessingsbleW I1 knowihnow of no blessings
that can be compared with them

let us then latteriatter day saints as
childrenChildrenTen of the most high as thetiie
sons and daughtersrs of that beinbeing
who isisnownow in yonder heaheavenen let Uuss
wake up as it were and purgeurge our
minds from every thing thatis cal-
culated jilin the imstiest to hinder
the freerarm intercourse of his holyspspiritirit let us prepare ourheartshearts
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to enjoy greater blessings
from hihiss hands let nsus lift this veil
of unbelief that envelops us through
the transgressions and traditions of
tbthee children of men let it be parted
asunder and let the light of truth
shine forth more brilliantly in our
minds that the inspiration which
comes from the most high may in-
spire ilslisus to all good works thalthac we
inayomaybe the pons and daughters ofgod indeed andoeadlof a truth amen
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ibayliaymay elder A F mcdonald
and myself left mesaMesa city at 2 pm
to visit the brethren and
saints located onou the san pedro
riverbiver may passed through
florence 45 miles from mesa city
a lowntown of considerable enterprise
having in it the united states land
office and being principally sustain-ed by the interesthiterest the globe
district beingbeill 1 within 60 or 65 milesand one of the largest and most per-manentmanen t camps II11in arizona wevenoticedpot ced some finefluejine fields of grain
faxpaxmoymorfoy loth passed through an

open desert courcountrytry wwithth scarcely
anythingg to attract thetacyeayeasepye or cheer
the hearteartcart may passedgassed
through the second oldest city in
the united states tucson founded
in 1542 which has all the appear-
ance of a mexican frontier town
built out of sun dried brick 0orr

in squares or blocksmocks with
narrow streetsstreet and altogether a
filthy warm and ariarlan undesirable
plate to dwell in its16 principal
placeslatea of antiquity are the oldoidchurchchurch one mile or more north-
west of the eiteltcityeity and the old mis-
sion 8 or 10 miles south on the
santa cruz riverbiver at night camp-
ed hear senegaseneca twth e prespresenbritt
nes of the SPS P 11 arB

may headed fhethe gradingZ
camp of near where wowe
come onou the san Pedrdatgat 11
drove up to the mormonformonI settle-
ment thisThis place Vis situated near
the east bank of thethothc san pedroPedr river
ninenino miles up and south of bentonbennen
on the S P I1R ER line IS18 miles
northwest of the great tombstone
miningindigin districtandaiand 30 milesbailes fromnhom theth c
sonora ihleible and miles from
mesa city has nearnedrnear 2000 acresaeres of
splendid bottom land the river
banks showing a depth of 15 to 20
feet of soil names of prominent
mountains surrounding san pedro
vaileyvalley southeast
west1 west whet-
stonestone northwest st catherine
north graham east dragoonsck
can be seen farfarinin the distance booralooi
ingingupup ininthethathi south the san jose
iuin old mexico

the san pedro valley from the
south ori the pinto sonora line runs
north miles where it empties
in the gila and averages in width 20
to 25 miles the river bottom from
one to four miles the vast plain or
valleyallemisallealie is as fine a grazinggt azin country if
notnothot superior to any we havefave ever
seiseenser it ibcannotarailof be excelled for sheep
raising having a that
reaches ababovee 90 in the shade
warm weather and snow never aajasjayy
ing in winter the black curay and
whitenwhiter grama grass prevail on the
high land and sacaton andanid wire
grass on the bottoms

the brethren and saints here as
well as old settlers on the river are
entirely freefreefrom ague which never
cocomesmes to any but those who
yivlivee on the bottom lands and
after theithe heavy summer rains
which produce iiiimiasmaasma from becomacom

posed vegetation and mineral in the
soil which afflecaffectedted the entire val-
ley and it is presumed will entirely
disappear as it does not in anyanywayway
have the appearance of an ague and
fever country POP C iermerrillberrilllerrill of batt-
alion notoriety is president of the
colony of mormonscormonsMormons who harthehas the
respectes ec and confidence of the saints
hriehrithere and will build up under the
presidencyas ency of alex PF maedonmacdonmacdonaldaidald
one of the finest union settlements
in while here we
held three discoursing one sunday
school and two priesthood meetings
in the latter the organization of the
union took ewhen dudley mer-
rill samuel curtis john ISItilmerrillerrill
john anderson and joseph mcrae
keefewere chosen directorsdlyloirlo n andana in honorppultotd david IV patten the martyr
this place was named st davidi on
the we bade farewell to our
brethren andandiandl1 bitereiter 5 and friends
and beachedreached home on the and
found all busy jnin the midst of wheat
and barleybarles harvest which bidsbid fair
to yield an average crop in the
whole nalleyvalley

brethren whohu vishwishvish to enter into
thesthe heepsheep business could wellonlowellondo wellweli on
thoanthe pedro we need shoemak-
ers 1 tannerstanner tailors farmers nur
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serymen stock raisers and those
who wish to serve god to assist us
in building up this country which
is sparselydarnarsely settled at present

1 yourtour brother
DAVID PF kimball
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perhaps da few more lines of batt-
alion history the last I1 have writ-
ten will not be altoaitoaltogetherether uninter-
esting totd your numerous readers

we are on thetha rouploup fork of the
platte river returning home
we commenced early on the
ramorningorning of the sixth dayvay to get our
animals over onoh the ice some hoiesholes
were soon broken the ice bent and
crabcrackedked but we continued until
everything was over the lastlasit being

wagon the weatherhadhadbad
begun to modmoderate with the rising
of the sun so that a few of the last
trips were very dangerous as the
ice was getting quite rotten in a
very short time after the last trip
was made the ice again broke loose

and the river was filled as before
with floating ice A kind provid-
ence

ij
badinagehadbadi madenade the congealed water

bridge farourfor ouroun il benefit and re-
movedmoveditit as soonboon aas it had filled its
mission

from the of captain
Lytienytiesls mule until we reached win
ter Quarters probably eight or ten
days travel we subsisted on
meat alone without salt on arriaarriva
ing at the elkhorn river 30 miles
from winter quarters we found a
ferry boat with ropes stretched
across ready for us to step in
and adli ourselves over which of
coarse we did

this boat we understand was
built by the pioneers under piesriespresi-
dent brigham young was first
used by them then the companies
who followed on their trail then
the pioneers and merrillsmernMerrnipsilYs
compancompanyI

1yonon their return and last
but not least by us for whom it had
been last left we crossed on the

of december 1847
vvewe arose early and took

up the line of march the front
arrived in winter quarters about
sundown and the rear a little after
dark thus it will bebo perceived
that we were justejust two months from
salt lake fort now city to this
point now a little over two days
travel by rail road some of the
company found their families in
town while others were across the
missouri river at or near kaneskanet
ville now bluff city
county iowa the reader can
easier imagine our joy and that of
our families and friends than we
can describe them the authors
family was on the eastcast side of the
river on creek where
he found them the evening of the

in addition to the wife and
one only child a beloved daughter
of seven years now widow ofot the
late charles he left at
mount pisgah he found another
loving daughterdaughten who lacked a few
days ofbeing one year old having
been bom about six months after
the departure of the battalion
cheis now the wife of G NV adair
of arizona we must not forget
to mention therthe kindness of our
friends brethren and sisters on our
arrival at Ivywinterinter Quartquantquarterserst ne-
braska near where the city
of omaha now stands suffice
it to say that everyeveny soldier in
every place although in some in

stances highly respectrespectableablabi0 menaen
and unavoidably in filth and raolgss
inet warmheartedwarm hearted asnisympatheticaphetic
brethrenbreter sisterstera and friends from
presidenten young and the twelve
apostles to the least child who
knew what the words 1121mormonormon
battalion meant they had been
taught to know that that
cafcarpsps had been offeredenedcred likelikel yaiaac C a
heapy living sacrificeflee fff tiletho
church as well as country and
I1 trust as well the y jaetfact
as thetho author believesbelos
that an angel of god althou gilgli not
visible hadbad neverthelessss eaidehidsaidsald to
mexico and every noefoe slavslay thy
hand thus far thou go but no
farther touch not an
anointedtedelyeVl

we will nov once more returndefurn to
los angeles Californicaliforniaai and ascerascer-
tain what became of our friends and
brethren who re enlisted on

1847 after iwinch woanve will
openopert up the gold fiefia ot6f opper
california giving proper creditcreditoto all
interested so far as we lieve their
names whether jew or Gentilethlieth en

and packing somesomo
valuable highways over the sierra
nevada mountains for our
future travel we will bd our read-
ers Aa final adieu

RErw ENLISTED COMPANY

july 1847 otieone cotscompanypanypans
known as mormon volunteers
made up from the rank and filennie of
thothe Bitbattaliontallon was muttereded into
the service of thothe unitedianited states at
cuidadcuidan de losloaangela Californiaby
firstfist A J smith finstfirst ara
goonsboons of battalion ffameame 1 I for a s

term of six months daniel C da-
vis captain of Comcompanylinnslinny RF asforklormor-
mon battalion was elected captain
of this company the namesaames of all
officers and soldiers will bo found
upon the roll which hahashns beenbeeg pre-
served intact i

thothe company took tipup thothe
lneineinc of march for san digodiego on the
gulfongulfguif of californianCaliforniaj where it arrived
on the 2ndand of augstaugust it was in-
tended as an kind of provost guard to
protect the citizens from andian
raids andalid to watch the movements
of belligerent partiepartle until deivnews of a
final treaty between the two govern-
ments should be received for al-
though thetho treaty of Gaudi lopeJope hi-
dalgo had been mmadeade in i february
provipreviousbus the news had not reached
isolated california
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