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THE felli lilill
speech of alillonjionon george Q cannon

J delegate from utah in the house
1 of washington

D C junsorun 11 1874

mr cannon dfof ummi mr speak-
erf the reasons which have been as

rf signed by the gentleman who has
introduced the bill for its passage
are that in the territory of utah

oarethe people have chosen a territorial
10 marshal who he says has endea-

vored to40 wrest power from the
1 united states marshal andaud havef also elected a territorial attorney

iwho has endeavored to interfere
the united states

IMI district attornattorneyevandalloandaisoalso that they
have conferred upontipon their probate
courts concurrent jurisdiction with
the district courts for the territory

if these be the reason for this
legislation then the samoramo reasons
exist in favor of similar legislation
for all the territories of the united
states the territory of utah
should not be made an exception in
this respect in every territory as
at present organized they have
their local officers their
who are the ministerial ommoffmeersleors of
their courts and who execute pro-
cesses they have their county at-
torneys who act for the territory
and in execution of its laws

they also have probate courts
and in some instances possessing
quite an extensive jurisdictionurise lotion suf-
ficiently extensive to beba open to
the same objection that is made to

the courts in the
territory of utah this is so in ro

to the territory of colorado
audnud it liashas been thithe cagecaso with other
territories utah is not the only
territory which has amplified ththe
juri diction of tilethe probate courts

onooue of my objection 4 to the bill
under consideration is that it isis19

local lriirl its application if there be
any reanonremon for the enactment orof a
law like this the samename reason ex
ests I1inu regard to all the territories
as well afiapias utah

it has been said that in the terr-
itory orof ulutahtah united r tates judges
have beenbeelbeemdriveniriven away have been
compelled to nee I1 challenge the
gentleman who made that state-
ment to adduce a single item of
evidence to sustaingustain the charge in
1857 judge drummond who had
conductedgonconductedducted himself montmost Inrainfamously
in thetile territory leftietterlenterit and after
wardrd circulated allhii mannermannermannen of char-
ges in the public prints against the
people of utah among others ac

them 11 eliosebelieveel ioveleve of using vio-
lence anaand driving him fromfroin the
territory that charge was widely
circulated but upon tinn examina-
tion all his statements were dis-
proved

to return to the probate courts
was it wise and proper for the legi-
slativeislaisia tive assembly of utah to confertupin the pprobatelobate curtsmurts the juris-
dictiond etlo Ccomplainedm of
it will be rememberedrememberpd that what

is now the state of nevada once
formed a part of the territory of
utah at the present time that
territory extends three hundred and

miles north and south and
two hundred and sixty four miles
easlandeast and west its inhabitants are
settled mostly in towns and viljavilla

for this territory and popu-
lation congress has provided three

1 6 s first district court held atapropo second district court held att beaver third district court held
at salt lake city orof these courts
the first two mentioned hold one
term nyeayeyeaarandraddrand the last monimenimentionedloped
two terms a year the time during
which tilethe standfirsthandfinstfirstfIrfin and second district
courts have been in session up to
within thetho lastlna three years will
not average two days in each year
and there has been a bearoryear or more
at times when no district court has
been held outside of salthalt lake
thothe district court in salt lake has
been in session but a small portion

time
of the bludges appointed in

yearssearsears past to the first and secosecondnd
districts neverneven saw the places ap-
pointed norfor holding their courts
recently the judges of these dis-
tricts have held courts regularly in
their districts and the judge of thetho
first district has a residence in his
district and probably the judge of
thothe second in his also but of thisI1 am not certain Ififjulichashas hetheihe issfi believe the first judge who hnshashas
resided there the probate courts
had therefore of necessity to be en-
dowed with extensive jurisdiction
or the people would have been comeom

punish crime to havohave hadbad
recourse to lynch law but sup-
posing these caiata haklhaki been in
regular sssettinibnabd st Gedrge i a cuy

of two thousand inhabitantsinbabitante pos-
sessingsessitig large agricultural and
manufacturing interests is situated
in the southern portion of the ter-
ritory in the second judicial dis-
trict and one hundred and twenty
miles from beaver where the
court is heldhoid the facilities for tra-
veling would enable a citizen of
stfit george to arrive at beaver in
about three days would it not
under these circumstancesbe high-
ly inconvenient for him to trans-
act any business in the district
court A citizen of boston can
travel to chicago quicker and
cheaper and more comfortably than
a citizen of st george can travel
from his home to beaver yetteeyet the
citizen of boston would consider it
something of a hardship should he
be obliged to transact all his busbusi-
ness at chicago and he would not
belle considered unreasonable should
he ask for some local tribunal
other towns in tiletho territory are
similarly situated to that of st
george and without legal courts
of some kind they are wholly with-
out protection by judicial authority
in property or personpenson under these
circumstances cancall it be said that
thothe legislature of utah acted un-
wisely in conferring juiljull diction on
the probate courtl would they
not have fallen far short of their
duty had they neglected to throw
around their infant settlements so
widely separated such protection
as the probate courts have afforded

so falfat as the administration of
justice in these courts is concerned
I1 have hadllad forwarded to me froinfrona
the territory a statement off the
cases which have been tried by the
ordinary juries of the territory in
the probate of salt lake
county for several years out of a
list orof eighty four civil cases to
which cormonsmormons and non mormonscormons
tiwereere parties niftyfifty idnenine were do-
t

le-
videt 1 iuin favortavon ot nonnori and
dldissenting cormonsmormonsMormons and twenty
alvo only decided in favor of mor
mons showing how fair thetile admin-
istrationistrationtiou of justleejustice has been in that
territory by juries and the probate
courts the parties to sixty trotwo
casescasses were non mormonscormons and dis-
senting mormonsMor mons and yet it is
urged as a complaint against these
courts that the judges are mormon
bishopbishops ac

sir there is probably no officer in
utah territory if he belongs to the
mormon peopleeople who does not hold
some positionposition in the church the
mormon people do not believe in
salaried preachers but theytirey believe
it to be the privilege orof every
worthy manmoan of this organization to
be an elder and when called upon
to make himselfhimself useful in preach-
ing doubtless many gentlemen
about me who have visited utah
territory will recollect if they
passed a sabbath there that
elders were very frequently called
from the body of the congregation
to preach from the stand without
any preparation whatever bishops
probate judges men of different
vocations in the community are
thus called upon to speak to the
people so that if you say that a
man must not exercise political
functions in utah because he is an
officer in the church exclude

1 from all offices in the territory
every respectacle mormon

sir I1 repeat there are no reareasonsons
unless they be religious why there
should be special legislation of this
character for utah if it be thothe
intention to strike a blow at the
mormon people to exclude them
from exercising the power of self
government orof controlling the
country which they have redeemed
end made valuable of depriving11

them of the right to hold office 1iff
it bobe the intention to wrest the
government of thetho territory out of
the handsbands of the majority and give
it into the handsbands of others who aarere
the minority then this bill will
answer the purpose designed but
in attempting to force this bill
through this house do not let it be
said that there are legal reasons for
its passage the legal reasons for
its pagge do nonot exist

sir you doubtless remember tahtthat
at the session of the legislature of
utah held some few months ago a
resolution was adopted asking con-
gress to appoint a congressional
commission to visit utah and ex-
amine into the condition of affairs
there it hadbad been alleged thatgat
legislation by congress was neces-
sary in consequence of the
eions of the people who are in the
majority in that territory they
by that action plainly said they are
not afraid of investigation and are
quite willing to have their affairs
thoroughly examined and if there
berrongbe wrongdoingwrong doing on their part to
hawehave it upup 1iutbutut thythey aruahunt

desired to have the conduct of
their accusers examined that a
fair impartial body of men might
judge between them

mr mckee may I1 ask the gen-
tleman if of those members of the
legislature who signed the peti-
tion about the violation of the laws
all but tareothree are polygamists and
living now in violation of the
law

mr cannon of utah then the
more reason for thenthem to shun inves-
tigationti if they are all
ests and therefore all sinners then
the grugreaterlatercater reason why they should
shun investigation

mrnir mekeemckee Is not that true
I1 have the list anrenere

mrnin cannon of utah tilotho very
fact that they invited this investi-
gation shows that they are not
afraid to meet tilethe light of day and
havohave investigation of thothe fullest
and freefreetfreestt character there havehav
been difficulties doubtless in utah
territory as there amare in other ter
ri tories there is no territory of
uhethe united states todayto day in which
there are not difficulties and dis-
putes between the local and federal
authorities the condition of af-
fairs in the territories is of so an-
omalous a character and so painful
that no people can live under a ter-
ritorialritonritordalorialal form of government with
out irritation arising between the
people or their local officers elected
by themselves and the officers in
whose appointment they have no
voice examine all the territories
and you will find this to be the
case the only difference between
utah and the other territories is
that her people having an unpopu-
lar religion her enemies a
better chance to talk against them

mrnir speaker who pro the men
who have broughtbrouglit this bill to tillsthis
house and asked for its pas-
sage Is this the product of the
wisdom of tilethe committee on the
judiciary no sirbir this bill jsIs but
one of seven or eight bills
which have been brought to wash-
ington by men who are interested
iinn getting legislation passed
through congress it Isia not a bill
originating in the committee on
the Judjudiciarylejak or in the committee
oilon territories or in any other com-
mittee which has had theethese bills
becorebelore it who have been the men
who have sought to get this bill
and others like it passed by con-
gress the men most interested in
its papassagealsage they are the persons

to get through
since the commencement ofat this

congress we have had tileule united
states marshal orof that territory oilon
the floor of this house button hol
ing members and doing all in his
power to push forward this bill and
to secure its enactment into law
we have had too the united
states district attorney stealing on
this floor whenever he cutillbuim rietfet a
chance for the same purpose Tcje e
men have been here constantly
pressing upon members of the ju-
diciary committee upon members
orof the committee on the territo-
ries and upon gentlemen who are
not on either of those committees
the passage of this bill

mr poland 7 presume the gen-
tleman does not mean to misstatemismh statestat
but neither the district attorney
thehe marshal nor any one elkeoke from
utah has had anything todoto do with
the preparation of this bill except a
gentleman named whitney a law-
yer of salt lake litysityeity who holds
none oiof those positions and who as-
sis fded me inha the preparation of the
bill ronenone of those other gentle-
men hadbad anything0 to do in refer-
ence to it

mr cannon of utah I1 am very
glad mr speaker to have the gen-
tleman make this statement be-
cause I1 have it in my power to
prove that the district attorney did
before the committee on the territern
tories claim the authorship of this
bill

mr poland then lie claimed
whwhatat was not true

mr cannon of utah I1 knew
that mr whitney had framed the
bill and presented it as I1 under-
stood him for helle told me so him-
self to the gentleman from ver-
mont mr polandroland ruttrut thebedisdis-
trict attorney did state andaud doubt-
less tilethe members of the committee
on thothe territories will remembermemberic
the statement made by him in their
committee room that liehe hadlind help-
ed to getgot up this bill the hillbill before
the committee on the judiciary
called the poland bill this is
the classclasi of persons who havohave been
urging this measure all tiletilo time
liashlas allyauly capitalist or any merchant
from utah out of tiletho thousands of
non mormonscormons who are said to be in
that territory come herobero to uiurgeae
intollio off tbtibi aifimhimM llalia there

been anyally deputationdeputation amfrom any of
those men t am told there is a
list of men forty five jnin number
who have urged the passage of this
bill an analysis of that list shows
that a portion of these are men who
have once been mormonscormonsMormons ellELIandnd who
have an unconcealed dldislike0 rcfor0r
their former brethren the others
are men who are dependent upon
them for trade and others who are
lawyers and desirous to please the
court of the third judicial district

but it may bobe said if these
capitalists and 0otherther influential
people of utah do not desire the
passage of this bill why have they
not in person or by a committee or
by petition come to the house and
urged that it lebce not paspassedaedqed the
reason is obvious these men have
important interests in utah if
they have not cases inibl court they
do not know how soon they may
have it would require more than
ordinary courage therefore for such
men to come forward and take part
with the weak side however
strongly their feelings may lean in
that direction especially with such
ajudge in the third judicial district
as now sits there

it will be observed also that the
parties who are here urging the
passage of this bill are those who
are interested in its successez if this
Ubillulliiliiii should become a law the office
orof the united states district attor-
ney in utah would be worth as
much as that of the president of
thetho united states the office of
marshal of utah territory would be
equally valuable what does this
bill do in the first section it

sweeps away twenty one sheriffsshebhe riusriua
and substitutes for them a united
statesstales marshal and twenty one
deputies in the counties that is a
deputy for each county what
does the second section provide it
gives to the united states district
attorney tiiethe entire control of the
prosecutions in the territory not
only under tiletilo united states laws
but under the local laws

with the feeling there is on thisthi
subject and with suchhuch a district at-
torney as we have now who has
shown what his designs are we can
readily understand what the fate of
the diorAtormormonscormonsmons would be if this bill
should be made a law especially
when they are not allowed if they
even belivebelieve in the rightfulness of
polygamy to sit upon a jury aud
when general reputation is made
evidence in criminal
let an unprejudiced jurist examine
this bill especially if he hashaa had
experience jujn the territories and
he cannot fail to perceive bowdanhow dan-
gerous and subversive of all repub-
lican government it is I1 cannot
believe that there Isia a member of
this house who would vote for such
a bill to be enforced against any
other people than those who reside
in utah territory let gentlemen
examine it audand ty and forget that
it is design d tti be put in operation
against the momormonmonsmong and then ask
themi it iney would be willing
to have it go upon the statute
book

here the hammer fellnell
the SPEAKER the fortyforts nivefive

minutes allowed to the gentleman
homnom utah have expired

mrair CANNON of utah I1 trust
the house will grant me more
time it is the first time that I1
have appealed to the house for any
courtesy of this kind

several members go on
ninmrair POLANDroland mr speaker I1

have no sort of objection to extend-
ing the time soeo long
as the house may choose to extend
it I1 have already yielded to him
and to those to whom liehe might
choosedeboose to yield three quarters of an
hourilour taking for myself only fifteen
minutes in opening and fifteen
minutes for closing but I1 must
object to an extension of the gentle
mans time unless the same addi-
tional time that may bobe allowed to
him shall be allowed to me

the SPEAKER how much time
does the gentleman from utah de-
sire

mr CANNON of utah I1 do
not think I1 shall require much
longer time I1 submit this to thothe
house

mr POLAND I1 do not wish to
be considered as objecting to the
gent lemanslomans proceeding but I1 wish
thetile same extension given to the
committee that is kivenniven to him

tilethe SPEAKER if the gentleman
from utah will specify the time he
wishes the chair will submit the
request to the houserouse

mr CANNONsasno of utah I1 would
ilkoilke to have fifteen minutes longer

the SPEAKERspearen the gentlegentiegentlemaniianllan
from utah asks for fifteen minutes
and the gentleman from vermont
trhs ulal jhbui u bramebhame tim itybbb agn

to the committeecommittee if there be no
objection these rrequestsests will be
granted together ewthehe chair hears
no objection and the extensions of
time are granted

mr CANNON of utah mrnir
Spspeakerealier the condition of utah
territory is such that I1 can speak
of it with a good deal of pride and
without any fear in relation to tilethe
result of any examination to which
its affairs may be subjected

utah territory has now been set-
tled nearly twenty seven years
on the off the coming month
we shall have been there twenty
seven years todayto day wo are out of0
debt the counties the cities and
the territory are entirely free from
debt there is not a bond of any
kind afloat tilethe affairs of the
territory have been managed in
the most economical manner the
aim has been to have taxation as
light asaa possible there are those
who wish a change who desire to
obtain the control of affairsand this
bill is in their interest it is easy
to imagine what the result
be if it were to pass and the coniconi

troi of the territory were taken ouli
of thetile hands of those who at th
present time have thetile majority
there what an excellentexcelle nieldfieldi
there would be for 1I was going tt
sagaysayy plunder and I1 do not know dhthatat 1

it IRis too strong a word to use eqeiE i

periverlperlenereneo elsewhere has shown ilowhow
easy it is to issue bonds and to inint
volve a community inextricably itii
debt

it is against this that my constcons tivititi
bents protest they wish the maimai

bority to govern they govern eiseelseii

where why not in utah why
aid the minority by throwing coniconi

gressgressionallonalional lufluenceinfluence and legislation
against the majority what havelhavgh

the majority done that this mukmust
be inflicted upon them it haihas

been said let the railroad be built
across the continent and the ilor
mon power will soonoon beba broken
I1thenhen it was said let mines be dhdecii

covered soBO that emigration culcutoadcan

flow in and the overthrow of thelthe
mormonscormons will then be assured thelthe
railroad has been built mines hawbaw
been opened emigration has flogflow
ed to utah churches and schools
have been built and organized 1I

believe there are five or six differ j

ent denominations busily engageengaged
there and yet there is a class wawio

are not satisfied the overtoverthrowrow 0

the majority in utah has not been
accomplished as they hohopeded tiles
now want congress to ataidald ththemM bjba

granting hostile legislation against
this majority and thus wrest tbtthe

control of affairs from their handsbands
sir it Jsis but another scheme foifa

robbing thatpeople and it is holdhoid
it can be done under the guise of

law members should hesitate b-
efore they cast their votes for huttauttKW

a bill examine well what the Ksrei

suitsaults orof such legislationlegh are liked
to be let members ask themselvesthem selveseive
how they would like such begish
tion enacted forfar them if they wowen

objectionable forfer religion or ariadi
etherother reason put yourself sir i
the condition of the MormonMormonssadsaoadtant

ask yourself how you woowow
like to have such a law as this pa1

sed against you
it maybemay be said the mormonscormons an

hereticsheretic but this doesdots not justiajustly
colicorscurglessglessgiess in making this bill a jaglag
such legislation never in the hiihll
tory of the world put down ceresi
if such legislation can thenhen alib
tery bellesbelies itself for historytojabestbeslbe31

testimony that no such memeasurereii
is proposed in this bill ever waswag gotsot t

in accomplishing such i9
object it did not luiu the caseleasel

it ildiidliddid not in thetheatct
of the puritans it has not lnainain an

case and it never will
the earth standsstand sandand human nato
possesses its present
indeed you stamp a religion out
destroying all its belbeibelieversleversievers

thatis territory
first settled was a country that TIT
body desired whenWhen mimy consconstinaconstintititifa

ants went there it was suppose
they would elthereither fall victims
the indians or starve to death KR
after struggling for years they BEa
ceedee in transforming itir fromfrog
desert to a place of beauty 13

this was only done by immenseimmensegisesssr

and toil some of the settsetti
mentsm ants of utah territory bavechavehavo it
their entire crops swept off fi9
years in succession by grasshoppergras
in 181855 thothe crops of thothe entire tr

were destroyed by those f
sects I1 do not think I1 oversta

the case when I1 say remote
utah then was from all help vsJof any other community simile
situated hundreds would ts
starved to death and their settosem
ments would have beenleen abandon
it was the rellrelireligiousriousglauS

theiu 1 dividende V


