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THE FOLAND SPOLCATON L
Speech of Hon, George Q. Cannon,

Delegate from Utah in the House

of Representatives, Washington,

D. C., June 2, 1874.

Mr. Cannon, of Utah. Mr. Speak-
er, the reasons which have been as-
signed by the gentleman who has
introduced the bill for its passage
are, that in the Territory of Utah
the peaple have chosen a territorial
murshal, who, he says, has endea-
vored to wrest power from the
United States marshal, aud have
also elected a territorial attorney

« who has endeavored to interfere
with the duties'of the United States

district attorney,and also that they |

have conferred upon their probate
courts concurrent jurisdiction with
the district courts for the Territory.

If these be the reasons for this
legislation, then the same reasons
exist in favor of similar legislation
for all the Territories of the United
States. The Territory of Utah
should not be made an exception in
this respect. 1In every Territory, as
at present organized, they have
their local officers, their sheriffs,
who are the ministerial officers of
their courts and who execute pro-
cesses; they have their county at-
torneys who aet for the Territory
and in execution of its laws.

They also have probate courts,
and in some instances ing
quite an extensive jurisdiction; suf-
ficiently extensive to be open to
the same Objection that is made to
theijuriﬂdintim’uf the courts in the
territory of Utah. This isse in re-
spect to the Territory of Colorado,
and it has been the ¢ase with other
Territories. Utah is not the only
Territury which bas amplified the
Jurisdietion of the probate courts.

Oue of my ohjeetions to the bill
under consideration is, that it is
Joeal in‘its application. If there be
any reason for the enactment of a
law like this, the same reason ex-
ists in regard to all the Territories
as well as Utah,

[t has been said that in the Ter- |

ritory of Utah United =tates judges
have been driven away, have been
compelled to flee. I challenge the
gentleman who made that state-
ment to adduce a single item of
evidence to sustain the charge. In
1857 Judge Drummond, who had
conducted himself most infamously
~in the Territory, left it,and after-
ward circulated all manuer of char-
ges in the publie prints against the
people of Utah, among others, ac-
cusinLg them, [ ‘reliave,nf using vio-
lence and driving him from the
Territory. That charge was widely
circulated, but upon an examina-
tion all his statements were dis-
proved.

To return to the probate courts;
was it wise and proper for the Leg-
islative Assembly of Utah to ceunfer

upon the probate c¢hurts the juris- | any preparation whatever. Bishops,

diction complained of?

It will be remembered that what
is now the State of Nevada once
formed a part of the Territory of
Utah. At the present time that

" territory extends three hundred and

sixty miles north and south, and |

two ;hundred and sixty-four miles
east and west. Its inhabitants are
settled mostly in towns and villa-
ges. For this Territory and popu-
lation Congress has provided three

- —

of two thousand inhabitants, pos-
sessing Jlarge agricultural and
manufacturing interests, is situated
in tue southern portion of the Ter-
ritory in the second judicial dis-
trict and one hundred and twenty
miles from Beaver, where the
court is held; the facilities for tra-
veling would enable a citizen of
St. Genrge to arrive at Beaver in
about three days. Would it not,
under these circumstances,be high-
ly inconvenient for him to trans-
act any business in the district
court? A citizen of Boston can
travel to Chieago quicker and
cheaper and more comfortably than
a citizen of St. George can travel
from his home to Beaver; yet the
citizen of Boston would consider it
something of a hardship should he
be obliged to transact all his busi-
ness at Chicago, and he would not
be considered unreasonable should
he ask for some local tribunal.
Other towns in the Territory are
similarly situated to that of St
George, and without legal courts
of some Kind, they are wholly with-
out protection by judicial authority
in property or person. Under these
eircumstances, can it be said that
the slature of Utah acted un-
wisely in conferring juri~diction on
the probate courts? Would they
not have fallen far short of their
duty had they neglected to throw
around their infant settlements, 8o
widely separated, such protection
as the probate courts have aflorded?

So far as the administration of
ustice in these courts is concerned,

have had forwarded to me from
the Territory a statemient of the
cases which have been tried by the
ordinary juries of the Territory in
the probate court of Salt Lake
County for several years. QOut of a
list of eighty-four civil cases, to
which Mormons and non-Mormons

were ies, fifty-nine were de-
cide s in tavor ot non- Mormous and
di-senting Mormons, and twenty-
five only decided in favor of Mor-
mons, chowing how fair the admin-
istration of justice has been in that
Terntory by juries and the probate
courts. The parties to sixty-two

Judiciary? No, sir; this bill is but
one
which have been brought to Wash-
ington b

desired to have the conduct of
their accusers examined, that a
fair, impartial body of men might
judge between them.

Mr. McKee. May I ask the gen-
tleman if of those members of the
Legislature who signed the peti-
tion about the violation of the laws
all but three are polygamists and
living now in violation of the
law?

Mr. Cannon of Utah. Then the
more reason for thewu. to shuninves-
tigation. If they are all polygam-
ists, and therefore all sinners, then
the greater reason why they should
shun investigation.

Mr. McKee. Is not that true?
I have the list here,

Mr. Cannon, of Utah. The very
fact that they iuvited this invesui-
gation shows that they are not
alraid to meet the light of day and
have investigation of the fullest
and freest character. There have
been difficulties doubtless in Utah
Territory as there are in other Ter
ritories. There is no Territory of
the United States to-day in which
there are not difficulties and dis-
putes between the local and federal
authorities. The condition ef af-
fairs in the Territories is of so an-
omalous a character and se painful,
that no people can live under a ter-
ritorial form of government with-
out irritation arising between the
Feupla or their loecal officers elected
y themselves and the officers in
whose appointment they have no
voice. EExamine all the Territories,
and you will find this to be the

Utah and the other Territories is
that her people, haviug an unpopu-
lar religion, aflord her enemies a
better chance to talk against them.

Mr. Speaker, who sre the men
who bave brought this bill to this
House and asked for its
sage? Is this the product of the
wisdom of the Committee on the

of seven or eight bills

men who are interested

case, The only difference between | eq

| States marshal, and twenty-one
deputies in the counties; that is a | agai

attorney
pr:;ﬂenutinna in the Territery, not
only
but under the local laws.

been any deputation from any of
those men? am told there is a
list of men, forty-five in number,
who have urged the passage of this
bill. An analysisof that shows
that a portion of these are men who
have once been Mormons, and who
have an unconcealed dislike for
their former brethren; the others
are men who are dependent upon
them for trade; and others who are
lawyers, and desirous to please the
court of the third judicial district.
But it may be said, “If these
capitalists and other influential
people of Utah do not desire the
passage of this bill why have they
not in person or by a committee or
by petition come to the House and
urged that it te not passed ?” The
reason is obvious: These men have
important interests in Utah. If
they have not cases in court, they
do not know how soon they may |
have. It would require more than
ordinary courage, therefore, for such
men to come forward and take part
with the weak side, however
strongly their feelings may lean in
that direction, mﬁﬂialljv with such
a judge in the third judicial district
as now sits there.
It will be observed also that the
parties who are here urging the
of this bill are those who
are interested in its success. If this|
bill should become a law, the office
of the United States district attor-
ney in Utah would be worth as
much as that of the President of
the United States; the office of

to the committee, If there be 1o
objection these requests will be
granted together. The Chair hears
no objection, and the extensions of
time are granted.

Mr, CANNON, of Utah. Mry,
8 er, the condition of Utah

erritory is such thatI can speak
of it with a good deal of pride and
without any fear in relation to the
result of any examination to which
its aflairs may be subjected.

Utah Territory bas now been set-
tled nearly twenty-seven years,
On the 24th of the coming month
we shall have been there twenty-
seven years. To-day we are out of
debt. The eounties, the cities and
the Territory are entirely free from
debt. There is not a bond of any
kind afloat. The affairs of the
Territory have been managed in
the most economical manner, The
aim has been to have taxation as
light as ible. There are those
who wish a change, who desire to
obtain the control of affairs,and this
bill is in their interest. It is easy
to imagine what the result would
be if it were to pass and the con
trol of the Territory were taken oul
of the hands of those who at the
present time have the majorit
there., What an excellent ﬂe!j
there would be for—-I was going to
say plunder, and I do not know thal
it is too strong a word to use, Ix
perienee elsewhere has shown how
easy it is to issue bonds and to in®
volve a community inextricably it
debt.

It is against this that my constit

marshal of Utah Territory would be
ually valuable. What does this
bill do? In the first section it
sweeps away twenty-one sherifls
and substitutes for them a United

deputy for each county. What
does Lthe second sectiou provide? It
givesto the United States district
the entire control of the

under the United States laws
With the feeling there is on this

in  getting legislation passed
through Congress. It is not a bill

cases were non-Mormons and dis-
senting Mormons; and yet it is
urged as a complaint against these
courts that the judges are Mormon
Bisheps, &e.

Sir, there.is probably no ofiicer in
Utah Territory, if he belongs to the
Mormon people, who dees not hold
some position in the church. The

Mormon people do not believe in
salaried preachers; but they believe
it to be the privilege of every
worthy man of this organization to
be an elder,and, when called upon,
to make himself useful in preach-
ing. Doubtless many gentlemen
about me who have visited Utah
Territory will recollect, il they
passed a Sabbath there, that
elders were very frequently called

should be s

from the body of the congregation
to preach from the stand without

probate judges, men of different
vocations in the community, are
thus called upon to speak to the
people. So that if you say that a
man must not exercise political
functions in Utah because he is an
officer in the church, you exclude
from all offices in the Territory
every respectacle Mormon.

Sir, I repeat there are no reasons,
unless they be religious, why there
cial Jegislation of this

~courts; first districl court held at
Provo; second district ¢ourt held at
Beaver; third distriet 'Court, held
at Salt Lake City. Of these courts
the first two mentioned hold one
term a year,and the last ment'ioned
two termsa year. The time during
which the first and second district
courts have been in session, up to
within the last three years, will
not average two days in each year,
and there has been a year or more
at times when no distriet eourt has
been held outside of Salt Lake.
The district court in Salt Lake has

character

been in session but a small portion

of _EtilIlB- 2 &€ B <
of the ju appointed in

dges

years past to the first and second
districts never saw the places ap-
inted for helding their courts.
ntly the judges of these dis.
tricts have held courts regularly in
Lheir districts, and the judge of the
first district has a residence in his
district, and probably the judge of
the second in his also; but of this
I am not certain. If he has, he is,
the first judge who has
resided there. The probate courts
had therefore of necessity to be en-
dowed with extensive jurisdiction,
or the people would have been com-
pelled,to punish crime, to have had
recourse to lynch law. But sup-

posing these " courts had been in

regular geggivn) B, George, a cify

N : : 7 L _

or Utah. If it be the
intention to strike a blow at the
Mormon people, to exclude them
from exercising the power of self-
government, of controlling the
country which they have redeemed
tnd made valuable, of depriving
them of the right to hold office; if
it be the intention to wrest the
government of the Territory out of
the hands of the majority and give
it into the hands of others who are
the minority, then this bill will
answer the purpose designed. But
in attempting to force this bill
through this House do not let it be
sald that there are legal reasons for
its passage. The Jegal reasons for
its pas=age do no* exist.

Sir, you doubtless remember that
at the session of the Legislature of
Utah, held some few months ago,a
resolution was adopted asking Con-
gress to appoint a congressional
commission to visit Utah and ex-
amine into the condition of afTairs
there., It had been alleged that
legislation by Congress was neces-
sary in consequence of the usurpa-
tions of the people who are in the
majority in that Territory. They
by that action plainly said they are
not afraid of investigation, and are
quite willing to have their afiairs
thoroughly examined, and if there
be wrong-doing on their part to

.....

| bill and presented it, as I under-

originating in the Committee on
the Judiciary or in the Committee
on Territories, or in any other com-
mittee which has had these bills
before it. Who have been the men
who have sought to get this bill
and others like it passed by Con-
gress? The men most interested in
its passage. They are the persons
who have sought to get it through.

Since the commencement of this
Congress we have had the United

subject and with such a district at-

torney as we have now, who has
shown what his designs are, we can
readily understand what the fate of
the Mormons would be if this bill
should be made a law, especially
when they are not allowed, if they
even believe in the rightfulness of

when general reputation is made
evidence in criminal prosecutions.

States marshal of that Territory on
the floor of this House button-hol-
ing members and doing all in his
power to push forward this bill and
to secure its enactment into law.
We have had, too, the United
States district attorney stealing on
this floor whenever he could reta
chance for the same purpose. [lic-e
men have been here constantly
pressing upon members of the Ju-
diciary Committee, upon members
of the Committee on the Territo-
ries, and upon gentlemen who are
not on either of those committees,
the passage of this bill.

Mr. Poland. J presume the gen-
tleman does not mean to mis-state;
but neither the district attorney,
the marshal, nor any one else from
Utah has kad anything to do with
the preparation of this%ill except a
gentleman pamed Whitney, a luw-
yer of Salt Lake @ity, who holds
none of those positions and who as-
sis «d me in the preparation of the
bill. None of those otner gentle-
men had anything to do in refer-
ence to it.

Mr. €annon, of Utah. I am very
glad, Mr. Speaker, to have the gen-
tieman make this statement, be-
cause I have-it in my power to
&U‘Vﬂ that the district attorney did

fore the Committee on the Terri
]t:.)mies claim the authorship of this

il
Mr. Poland. Then he claimed

Mr. Cannon, of Utah. I knew
that Myr. Whitney had framed the

stood him, (for he told me so him-
self,) to the gentleman from Ver-
mont. [Mr, Poland.] But the dis-
trict attorney did state—and doubt-
loss the members of the Committee
on the Territories will remember
the statement made by him in their
committee room—that he had help-
ed to get up this bill, the bill before
the Committee on the Judiciary,
called ““‘the Poland Bill.” This is
the class of persons who have been
urging this measure all the time.
ilas any capitalist or any merchant
from Utah, out of the thousands of
non-Mormons whoare said to be in

he cannot fail to perceive how dan- |

rous and subversive of all repub-
ican government it is. I cannot
believe that there is a member of
this House who would vote for such
a bill to be enforced against any
other people than those who reside
in Utah "T'erritory. ILet gentlemen
examine it and try and forget that
it is design«d t) be put in operation
against the Mormons, and then ask
themselvesit vney would be willing
to have it gn upen the statute-
book.

[Here the hammer fell.]

The SPEAKER. The iforty:five
minutes allowed to the gentleman
fiom Utah have expired.

Mr. CANNON, of Utah. I trust
the House will grant me more
time. It is the first time that I
have appealed to the House for any
courtesy of this kind.

Several Members. Go on.

Mr. PorLAxD. Mr. Speaker, I
have no sort of objection to extend-
ing the geutleman’s time so long
as the House may choose to extend
it. I have already yielded to him
and to those to whom he might
choose to yield three-quarters of an
hour, taking for myself only fifteen
minutes in opening and fifteen
minutes for closing. But I must
object to an extension of the gentle-
man’s time unless the same addi-
tional time that may be allowed to
him shall be allowed to me.

The SPEAKER. How much time
ﬁﬂ-E‘H‘ the gentleman from Utah de-
gire’

Mr, CANNON, of Utah. I do
not think I sbhall uire much
longer time. I submit this to the
House.

Mr. PoLAND. I do pot wish to
be considered as objecting to the
gentleman’s proceeding, but I wish
the same extension given to the
committee that is giver to him.

The SPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman
from Utah will specify the time he
wishes the Chair will submit the
request to the Hourse,

Mr. CANNON, of Utah. I would
like to have fifteen minutes longer.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman
from Utah asks for fifteen minutes,

that Territory, come bere to urge

have it shbwn up} but they ald |

{he pamwage of this Bill? Hab {bere |

and the gentlehan from Vermont

Let an unprejudiced jurist examine
this bill, especially if he has had Y
experience in the Territories, and

uents nrotest. They wish the ma
jority to govern. They govern els¢
where, why not in Utah? Why
aid the minority by throwing con
gressional influence and legislation
st the majority? What hamu‘
the majority done that this mus
be inflicted upon them? It ha
been said, let the railroad be buil
across the continent and the Mor
mon power will soon be broken
Then it was said, let mines be di:
covered, so that emigration ca
flow in, and the overthrow of the
Mormons will then be assured. The
railroad has been built, mines hav
been epened, emigration has flow
ed to Utab, churches and schook
have been built and organized—!
believe there are five or six differ
ent denominations busily engage
there—and yet there is a class wh

polygamy, to sit upon a jury, and | are not satisfied. The overthrow

the majority in Utah has not bee:
accomplished as they hoped. Thes
now want Congress to aid them by
granting hostile Jegislation again
this majority, and thus wrest th
control of affuirs from their hands

Sir, it is but another scheme fu
rﬂbbingothat. people, and it iz hope
it can be done under the guise o
law. Members should hesitate be
fore they cast their votes for suc!
a bill. Examine well what the
sults of such legislation are like!
to be. Let members ask themselve
how they would like such legisk
tion enacted for them if they we
objectionable fer religion or arn
ether reason. Put yourself sir, !
the condition of the Mormons, ar
ask yourself how you woul
like to have such a law as this pw
sed against you.

It may be said the Mormons &
heretics, but this does not justi
Congiess in making this bill a lav
Such legislation never, in the hi
tory of the waorld, put down heres
If such legislation can, then all b
tery belies itself, for history bes
testimony that no such measure:
is pro in this bill ever wassy
cessful in accomplishing such !
object. It did not iu the case
theHuguenots; it did notin thea
of the Puritans; it has not ina
case, and it never will, never,wh
the earth standsand human nats
Fomea its present features,unle

ndeed, you stamp a religion out!
destro) ing all its believers,

Whatis now Utah Territory whe

first settled was a countsy that v
body desired. When my constit
ents went there it was suppos
they would either fall victims
the Indians or starve to death. B
after struggling for years they &
ceeded in transforming iv from
desert to a place of beauty., B
this was only done by immenses
rifice and toil. Some of the sel!
ments of Utah “Yerritory havebl
their entire crops swept off i
years in succession by grasshopp
In 1855 the c¢rops of the entire
ritory were destroyed by those!
sects. 1 do not think I overst
the case when I , remote ’
Utah then was from all help, I
of any other community simil”’
situated hundreds would
starved to death and their seft’
ments would bave Lzen abandod®
It was the religicus sentimé

askd that the same thme te ghvon

yromypting them {0 divide W




