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CHILE ANDP THE ARGENTINE.

Santiago, Chile, August, 1893.--There
js great danger of a war breaking out
between the Argentine Republic and
Chile within the next three months. The
masses of the Chlleans want it, and
popular meetings are held all over the
eountry demanding Ii. Not long ago
the secretary of war resigned from the
cabinet, telling the president that he
accepted the place because he supposed
that Chile was golng to fight the Ar-
gentine, and that if there was to be
no war he preferred to resign. Tha
president and his administration would
jike to avoid a confilet if possible, but
the feeling of the people 18 such that the
least overt act on the part of the Ar-
gentines would Inflame them beyond
conirol. The government appreclates
this, and it has for months been ma.lv:lng1
military and naval preparations. The
natlonal guard has been called out, and
at this writing30,000men are under arms
and soldlers are being rigidly drillad in
every part of Chile. I saw them first In
the northern provinces. At Valparalso
I found the Alameda filled with young'

men going through the military evolu-| ¢wo countrles again became stralped.|on hoprseback.
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and should pass between the sources of
the streams which lie on one slde Or the
other, the Argentine getting all on the
gide of those flowing Into the Atlantlc
and Chile taking all on the Pacific slde.
In cases where the boundary llne was
not clear it was to be settled by two ex-
perts, one chosen by each country, and
If they were not able to come to a de-
elslon a third agent chosen by both gov-
ernments was to declde the matter, It
was also provided that Chile should
have no port on the Atlantlc apd the
Argentine none on the Paclfie. ‘The llne
so0 fixed was to remain for all time, and
if other matters of dispute arose they
were to be submitied by the two zZov-
ernments to some friendly power for
arbitration.

This was a beautiful treaty, full of
common sense and brotherly love, but
when the experis began to work on the
boundary the temper of ithe people
changed and all sorts of disputes arose.
In 1895, in advance of his report to the
government, the Chilean exper: pub-
lished his statement of the situatlion.

Thiz was attacked at once by the Ar-~
gentine press, and the relations of the
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fequim‘nen-l’. are of the finest and most

recent makes. The soldilers are armed
with Mauser rifles. In the artlllery
barracks I was shown mountaln guna
which were made atithe Krupp works
in 185, and other arms of the same
date. The soldlers are well unlformed,
and thelr drill is as good as that of any
army of Europe. They have Pruastan
army officers as Instructors, and the
most rigid dlscipline has been énforced.
The most arduous gymnastic exerclses
are practieed, so that the bodies of tha
men are llke iron, and s that today
there I5 not ap army In the world that
13 more ready and better fitted {o taks
the fleld than that of Chile. The bujld-
Ings of the army and navy at Santiago
and Valparaisc cover acres, and they
are among the fine buildlngs of ¢the
country.

Just opposite the Moneda or the
Chilean white house is the headquar-
ters of the president's guard. This
consists of 200 cavalry who are mount-
ed on some of the finest horses of
Chile. During my visit the commanad-
er held a review of the troops that I
might see what the Chileans can do
They are among the

tions of the German army many hours| Then a little later on the Argentine ex- best horsemen of the world, and it is
a day, and the drilis of the artillery, | pert rushed into print in a book on thé'a common expression that the Chilean
eavalry and Infantry are to be seen|subject, which was bitterly attacked js born on horseback. The president's

daily In the parks of Santlago. In the
meantime every one is talking war. You |
hear it in the clubs and on the streets.
Congresa sits in gecret sesalons on the
subject, and at a convention held a few
weeks ago resolutions asking the ad-
mintstration to declare war were adopt-
ed and sent to the president. At the
same time the people of the Argeniline
are also much excited over the situation
and the newspapers of both countries
are fAlled with war edltorials.

The trouble between Lthe two coun-
triea is as to just where the bounduary
between Chile and the Argentine Re-
public lles. Thls has been the subjeet
of diplomatic discusslon for years, and
it has agaln and again threatened to
cauge war. In 1876 the relatlons of the
twp countries were so stralned over this|
matter that an armead confitet aeemad;
fmminent, and It was only avoided by
the governments negotiating for a
joint commission of experts to mark
out the boundary line. The present ex- |
citempent 1s the result of the conflicting
Interpretations of the treatles waich |
were made through these negotlatinns,
The first attempt to settle the matter |
fafled. Another frlal was made in 1878,
but it was not until 1881 that a traaty|
was entered into, and this was larguly
the result of the friendly ofMces of
Thomas O, Osborne, then our minister
10 Argentine, and his coumin, Thomas
A. Osborne, who was then United States
minister to Chile. This treaty stated
that the boundary from Peru as far
south as the fifty-second degree of la.t-l
titude, which Is about the eastern en-
trance to the Strait of Magellan, shonid
be the cordillera of the Andes. Thé
treaty stated that the frontier _Ilne
shoutd run along the highest suminits
of the mountalns that divide the waters
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by the Chilean press and which is the
cause of the war talk of ¢oday. Ac-
cording to this book the Chilean line
In the south is close to the Pacifie,
while the pecple here believe it should
be far inside of Patagonla. The land
in questlon is, I am told, not worth ¢the
price of the powder 'that would be
burned In the impending confllct: and,
In fact. the real cause of the ill-feeling
dates considerably further back. By
this treaty the Stralt of Magellan and
the greater part of Tlerra del Fuego
are glven to Chile. The Argentinea
think they should have a large part of
them and that d¢he Chileans have
really no right to anythlng east of tha
Andea, although they have agreed to
the contrary. They think Chlle (s
scheming to grab a great part of thelr
territory, as she did the rich nitrate
fleldn of Peru, and feel that she is after
a war of conquest. Chile feels that tha
Argentine took a large part of Pata-
gonia from her, and knows that a port
on the Pacifie would be of great advan-
tage (o her neighbor. She knows ithe
Argentine 1s growlng and wants a war
now before the Argentine gets so rich
and pawerful that she cannot hope to
conquer her,

It is hardly probable that ithese tron-
bles can ever be finally settled withous
a war. Both countries realtze thls,
and the Argentines know tha: ithelr
best policy 18 to put the conflict off as
long as possible.  'The Chileans must
fizht goon, if at all. They eannot stand
the expenses of their present war es-
tablishment. I am 40ld that the army
and navy are mow costing about %80 -
000, gold, a day. Enormous syums have
been spent for arms and ammunition,
and during a vieit whieh T made thls
week to the varlous milltary establish-
ments here 1 found tha¢ the guns and

ltmvall‘y moved as one man. The com-

panies of troops went galloping over
the hedgee and ditches and hurdles,
which are kept in the large court of
the quarters for practice. Dummy sol-
diers In uniform were secattered about
the ground to represent the wounded
on the field of battle, and these the men
pierced with their lances as they went
galioplng by, At the military school,
ior West Point of Chile, I saw the sons
of the best familles of the country un-
dergoing the most rigid gymnastie and
military training. Boys of from nf-
teen to eighteen, whose fathers are
worth millions were marching through
the same exercises as the recruits of
the national guard. They handied their
| =uns well and the Qiseipline was per-
fect. There I8 a naval school at Val-
nnraigo. There are military and naval
"clubz here. And Chile has military and
naval journals subsidized by the state.
There 1 no laeck of martial aspirit and
the ambitlon In a military way of both
old and young s boundless,

Speaking of the necessity for imme-
diate action on account of expense,
| Benor Jorge Astn-Buruaga, the son of
the former Chilean minister to the
IUnlted States and for a time Chilean
secretary of the legatlon at Washing-
ton, accompanied me on my tour of
military ingpection here. During the
day I remarked several times on the
splendid trajning and equipment of the
men, when Senor Asta-Buruaga said:
“Yes. they are very fine and they look
very well, but Chlle must use them
soon If at all. We are like a man who
har twenty-five fine ecarringes and
nothing with whieh to keep them up.
He may have the carriages brought
around to his door every morning and



