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CHILE AND THE ARGENTINE

ilantiago chile august 1898 there
ft great danger of a war breaking out
Itetween the argentine republic and
ashile withinthin the next three months the
dases of the chileansChi leans want it and
Ijopular meetings axeare held all over the

nm try demanding it not long ago
oa secretary of war resigned from the

jnet telling the president that he
apteded the place because he supposed
at chile was going to tightfight the ar
artineine and that if there was to be
war he preferred to resign the
ident and his administration would

ilce to avoid a conflict if possible but
of the people Is such that the

overt act on the part of the arAJ

antinesnes would inflame them beyond
the government appreciates

and it has for months been makingUtary and naval preparations the
mmnationalinq 1I guard has been called out and
althisatJ this are under arms
ad soldiers are being rigidly drilled in
asery part of chile I1 saw them first in
tate northern provinces at valparaiso
I found the alameda filled with young
teenjhan going through the military evolu-
tions of the german army many hours
4 ddayy and the drills of the artillery

and infantry are to be seen
5 auy in the parks of santiago in the

every one is talking war you
beorteor it in the clubs and on the streets

sits in ilsecretcret sessions on the
and at a convention held a few

ks ago resolutions asking the ad
tiM to declare war were adopt

adlp and sent to the president at the
bumpgnp time the people of the argenargentineine

igo much excited over the situationsitua uon
aid he newspapers of both countries

1

aed with war editorials
ibbe troubleroublet between the two coun

lsx as to just where the boundary
between chile anandd the argentine re
taffa ilesaie this has been the subject

Q diplomatic discussion for years and
it has again and again threatened to

acme war in 1876 the relations of the
40countries were so strained over this
teye ir that an armed conflict seemed
nentanent and it was only avoided by

V governmentsvArn ments negotiating for a
commission of experts to mark

etiteathotj boundary line the present exes
trientent Is the result of the conflicting

lationslons df the treaties which
aaldeadei through thesethe negotiations

frk gafirstt attempt to settle the matter
d another trial was made in
it was not until 1881 that a treaty

1 enteleenteredred into and this was largely
result of the friendly offices of

admasM 00 osborne then our mministerinister
A and hishia cousin thomas

1 osborneOaberne who was then united statesiministernuter1 3 totd chile this treaty stated
1 atha boundary from peru as tarfar

as the fifty second degree of lat
which isin about the eastern en

10 the strait of magellan should
cordillera of the andes the
wed that the croutier line

tf run along thip highest summits
mountainsstains that divide the waters

and should pass between the sources of
the streams which lie on one side or the
other the argentine getting all on the
side of those flowing into the atlantic
and chile taking all on the pacific side
in cases where the boundary line was
not clear it was to be settled by two ex-
perts one chosen by each country and
itif they were not able to come to a de-
cision a third agent chosen by both gov-
ernmentsernments was to decide the matter it
was also provided that chile should
have no port on the atlantic andd thelieargentine none on the pacific abe line
so fixed was to remain fotfor all time and
if other matters of dispute arose they
were to be submitted by the two gov-
ernmentsernments to some friendly power torfor
arbitration

this was a beautiful treaty full of01
common sense and brotherly love but
when the experts began to work on the

I1 boundary the temper of the people
changed and all sorts of disputesdispute arosebe
in 1895 in advance otof his report to the
government the chilean expert pub-
lished his statement of the situation

this wa attacked at once by the ar-
gentine press sandand the relations of the
two countries again became strained
then a little later onan the argentine ex-
pert rushed into print in a book on the
subject which was bitterly attacked
by the chileanchile an press and which is the
cause of the war talk of today ac-
cording to this book the chilean line
in the south is close toito the pacific
while the people here believe it should
be far inside of patagonia the land
in question laIs I1 am told not worth the
price 0of the powder that would be
burned in the impending conflict and
in fact the real cause of the illIII feeling
dates considerably further back by
this treaty the strait of magellan and
the greatergre after part of flerra del fuego
are given to chile the Argentines
think they should have a large part of
them and that the chileansChi leans have
really no right to anything mateast of the
andes although they have agreed tobo
the contrary they think chile laIs
scheming to grab a great part of theirterritory as she did the richrach nitrate
fields of peru and feel that she is atterafter
a barofwar of couconquest chile feels that the
argentine took a large part of pata-
gonia from her and knows that a port
on the pacific would be of great advan-tage to her neighbor she knows theithe
Aargentinergentine is growing and wants a war
now before the argentine gets TO80 rich
and powerful that sheate cannot hope to
conquer her

it Is hardly probable that these trou-
bles oancan evevever be finally settled without
a war both countries realize thisand the argentinesArgentines know that their
best policy is to put the conflict off as
long asaa possible the chileschileansChi leans must
fight soon if at allajl they cannot standthe expenses of their present war es-
tablishment I1 amaai told that the army
and navy are now costing about 80

go id A day enormous sums havebeen spent for arms and ammunition
and duringd a which I1 made twoweek tocheto the marioaa mmmiHi tory establishments here I1 found that the gunsgune endand

equipment are of the finest loadand
recent makes the soldiers are armed
with mauser rifles in the
barracks I1 was shown saogum
which were made at the krupp woke
in 1896 and other arms otof imeche ama
date the soldiers are well uniformed
aad their drill Is as good ssas that
army otof europe they have Pru tesi
army officers as instructors and ahe
most rigid discipline has been
the most arduous gymnastic exer clata
oreare practiced so that the bodies of the
men are like iron and so that todytoday
there tois not an army in the world blutt
Is more ready and better fitted totd take
the field than that of chile the build-
ings of the army and navy at santiago
and valparaiso cover aoresacres and they
are among the fine buildings of the
country

just opposite the monedamoneda or the
chilean whitehouse is the headquar-
ters of the presidents guard this
consists of cavalry who are mount-
ed on some of the finest horses of
chile during my visit the command
er held a review of the troops that IE

might see what the chileansChi leans can do
on horseback they are among the
best horsemen of the world and it toIs
a common expression that the chilean
is born on horseback the presidents
cavalry moved as one man the cam-

i

com-
panies of troops went galloping over
the hedges and ditches and hurhurdlesdlen
which are kept in the lalargerge court otof
the quarters for practice dummy sol-
diers in uniform were scattered about
the ground to represent the wounded
on the field of battle and these the men
pierced with their lances as they went
galloping by at the military school
or west point of chile I1 saw the sons
of the best families of the country un-
dergoingder going the most rigid gymnastic and
military training boys of from nt
teen to eighteen whose fathers ar
worth millions were marching through
the samepame exercises as the recrecruit orof
the national guard they handled their
guns well and the discipline was per-
fect there is a naval school at val
nann ralso there are milimilitary and naval
clubs here and chile has military and
naval journalsjour subsidized by the state
there Is no lack of martial spirita anatan
the ambition in a military way of both
aldandold and young toIs boundless

speaking of the necessity abrbr imme-
diate action opon account of expense
senor torgejorge alft the son of
the former chilean minister to the
united states and torfor A time chilean
secretary of the legatlegationdon at
ton accompanied me on my tour qtof
military inspection here during taft
day I1 remarked several times on
ssplendid0o bendid training and equipment of OW
men when senor asta buriaga said
yes they are very fine and they look

very well but chile must usAuse haft
soon if at all we are like a wenroan who
has twenty five alne carriages 4and
nothing with which to W
he may bave the sarrlage brought
around to Ushis door every morning aniland


