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let us saints ofgod rejoice
who knowsnow the voice of brigham

and as oar prophet and our guide
let us livlillikeliueke him lay aside

should we be tried likeilke abram
when brigham speaksspeakeseates let saints attend
and let them lend an ear

for to receive that holy word
cometh through him from the lord

with one accord lets hearbear
jounJOHN PARRYpanny

aug 15 isca

by eiderlider JOHNjomn TAYLORTA OR dellerdeliveredcd
in the tabernacle great salt zahelake
07ifV may 19 1867

reported by david W evans

As we have just returned from a jour-
ney from the south I1 presume it would
be interesting to you to hear some little
about how the saints generally are
getting on we have had quite a plea-
sant journey but rather a one
traveling thirty forty or fifty miles a
day and preaching from once to three
times a day but we have had vveryery
pleasant remarks feelings and associa-
tions during our absence we found
that the president and those who were
with him were welcomed and well re-
ceived in every place we visited there
seems to be an increase of faith among
the saints and a desire to live their rire-
ligion and to keep the commandments
of god we also find that improve-
ments are taking place in almost every
place we visited they are improving in
their farming operations their or-
chards gardens dwellings ac and
some places wowe find are really very
beautiful down in the far south in
saint george and through that region
of country the people are beginbeginningnin to
live easier and better than heretofore
so that the matter of living is no longerta problem with any of themtiletiie in thet e
early days of the settlement of that
country a good many became disaffect-
ed and left geo A used occasionally
to go down with reinforcements expect-
ingin to find quite a large company but
when he tried to put his finger on them
like paddysgaddyspaddys flea they were not thereat the presearesepresentnt time however diardifferenterent
feelings prevail there are many now
who desire to go down there as a matter
of choice and a great many there with
whom I1 conversed feel as though it was
as good a home as they could find any-
where in the valleys and they would
not wish to leave unless counselledcounsellercoun selled to
do so it took counsel to take them
there and it would take counsel to
bring them away so far as the cityeity of
saint george is concerned it is the best
and most pleasant looking city in the
territory outside of great salt lakecity and that is saying a good deal for
a new place they have beautiful gar-
dens and orchards and quite a large
number of very beautiful buildings
and they are making for themselves a
very pleasant home and not only so
but the promises to them are beginning
to be fulfilled waters are bebeginninginning to
burst forth in desert places where they
had none before and they are beginning
to feel that the hand of the lord is over
them that he is interested in their
welfare that he is their god and that
they are his people in fact when we
were down there at conference which
we attended for two days we had a
pleasant time and a good spirit prevail-
ed and I1 felt almost as though we were
at home there were so many familiar
faces I1 noticed too that there was a
very general disposition among the
people to observe ththe wordeVord of wisdom
of course we had to keep it we could
not for shame do anything else and if
we had been disposed to do otherwise
we could hardly have helped ourselves
for nobody offered us either tea commeecoffee
tobacco or liquor there seemed to be
a general disposition among the people
to obey at least that counsel althoualthoughh
they had not heard much preaching1

upon it until we went down and talked
things over together we enjoyed our-
selves very much and the people ex
pressed themselves asbeing very highly
gratified they met as you met us
here gitilwith their bands of music schools
escorts and so forth and they madsmade us
welcome wherever we went and we
found that it was indeed a very differ-
ent thing to preach the gospel amongamont
the saints from what it is to preach it
in the world instead of receiving op

position contumely and contempt we
were received with kindness good feel-
ings and a hearty welcome

in relation to these missionary opera-
tions which have been alluded to I1
should like to see something done I1
do not know that it is necessary to talk
about it we used to be in the habit of
going without purse or scrip that is
the way I1 have traveled hundreds and
thousands of miles but then we felt as
the disciples of old did when we re-
turned if asked if we had lacked any-
thing we could say verily no but
there was a time afterwards when jesus
said let him that has a purse take it
with him and let him that has no
sword sell his coat and buy one we
do not always remain in statu quo at
that time we were the poorest people in
the world but now we are better off
than the generalityenerality of mankind and
we are able totto help one another and
there is no necessity for our missiona-
ries to go under the circumstances they
have done heretofore and since it is
the counsel that they shall not why leletiett
us do what we can to help them in
relation to the kingdom of god it is
still onward and we expect it to con-
tinue to progress and we expect indi-
vidually to be workerscoworkersco in its affairs
and pparticipatorsparticipatorya atoarsinin its progress iffeif we
araree ccalledaI1 led on rmissionsilis we go if we are
called upon to contribute to assist oth-
ers to go we contribute if the word is

remove here or go there we go
that is many of us do some do not
when I1 was at conference at st george
I1 felt that I1 was among a very good peo-
ple and that there was a great deal of
the spirit of the lord there but when
I1 came to reflect on the circumstance I1
was not surprised that there should be
a good people there because they who
were a little shaky in the knees and did
not have a great deal of faith left and
came awayawai and consequently they
passed through that sieve and returned
again some to us and some to the set-
tlementstlements around according to circum-
stances and where there is a people
that have been called upon to under-
take what they consider to be a painful
or unpleasant task or mission and they
go and perform that mission without
flinchflinchingirig they feel that they are en-
gaged in the work of god and that his
work and his commands and the au-
thority of the holy priesthood ardmoreare more
to them than anything else and they
have the blessing of god restingi upon
them which produces peace andan joyjoy in
the holy ghost and that is the reason
why there is so good a feeling and so
large a flow of the spirit of the living
god through that district of country
but where there is a backwardness and
a shrinking from duties assigned us
there is a drying uup of that spirit and a
lack of theth light lifeilfegifefife power and ener-
gy which the holy ghost imparts to
those who fulfillfulfil the dictates of jehovah
when I1 reflect upon these things I1 take
this lesson to myself that it is a good
and pleasant thing to obey the dictates
of the lord that it is praiseworthy and
honorable to be found walking in the
commands of jehovah and that it is a
blessinblessing to all men to fulfilfulfill all inismissions
and to aidischarge all responsibilities and
duties that the lord lays upon them
when selectiaselecting brethren to go down
there I1 remember the Bishops asked me

what kind of men I1 wanted I1 told
themthemiI1 wanted men of god men of faith
who would go and sit on a barren rock
and stay there until told to leave it if
we get a number of men of that kind to
go there is faith union power light
truth the revelations of jesus christ
and everythingethingev that is calculated to ele-
vate eexaltit and ennoble the human
mind and the saints of god
these are my views in relation to the
kingdomkindomrinkin dom of god

thetg lord has established his king-
dom on the earth and he has given us
his servants to guide and direct us we
as a peoplepeo le profess emphatically to be
governed by revelation we do not be-
lieve in this simply as theory as some-
thing that would be beneficial to some-
bodybod else but as something that will be
a beblessingssin to ourselves we believe that
god has spoken that angels have ap-
peared that tilethe everlasting gospel in
its purity has been restored we believe
that god has organized his church and
kingdom on the earth and that through
channels which he has appointed and
ordained he manifests his will first to
the saints and then to the world and
we believe that the more we adhere to
the teachings of the servants of god the
more we shall prosper both temporally
and spiritually the more we shall en-
joy the favor of the almighty and the

more likely we shall be to obtain for
ourselves an everlasting inheritance in
the celestial kingdom of our god alveve
believe that the intelligence and wis-
dom of man cannot guide us and that
we thereforetheredore need the gguidanceu 1dance of the
almighty and being uundernd er his guid-
ance and direction it is our duty to sub-
mit to his law to be governedgoverned by his
authority do his will keep his com-
mandmentsmand ments and observe his statutes
that we may ultimately be saved in his
celestial kingdom

may god help us to be faithful in the
name of jesus amen

elder george A smiths courtesy en-
ables us to publish the following inter-
esting letter

du QUOIN perry collncolincountyty
illinois july 24 1862

DEARi BROTHER GEORGE A SMITH
myTNty heart leaps with joy and thanks-

giving to god this morning while real-
izing the present manifestations of my
brethren and friends at home as they
celebrate this to us great and momen-
tous day and that I1 might in mind
the better participate in the dayslys cele-
bration after breakfast I1 took the
volume of the JUillenmillennialnial star into the
woods near by and mounted upon an
oak log read your oration of 185218511 with
none for my auditors but the wild wood
birds you may pronounce this ro-
mantic folly but to me tilethe language
and the occasion were indeed a source
of profound pleasure 0

I1 wrote to you from pike county inin
this state I1 remained there a few days
longer visiting my old friends than I1
first expected that I1 should on the

I1 left there for st louis where I1
landed safely and found br henry
boyle still stoppingstepping with the st louis
brethren awaiting the arrival of br H
coray of whom we hadbad heard nothing
since he fell back of us in echo canoncallon
to join knowltonsKnowl tons train

I1 remained two days in st louis
when by railroad for this place
where I1 arrived safely and found asits I1
expected to br john brown this is
br browns old home and I1 find that
the people esteem him very highly as
every one must who knows him and
excludes prejudice from his judgementmisjudgementjudgement

by solicitsolicitationssolicitationsafonsAlons of old friends brobrotherther
brown hadbad held two public meetings
in this community before I1 came here
and by request we held another meet-
ing last night preaching in the only
meeting house in this section it beingbeilig
the property of the community at large
and open for the preaching of any de-
nomination we are to hold aeetimeetingI1ng
again on sunday this is called the
four mile prairie and is situated eight
miles from any town the old settlers
are mostly former residents oftennesee
and kentucky and so far as I1 can
learnlearn they are very well behaved peo-
ple and their treatment to us
them to be hospitable and kind and in
their religious views more liberal than
they were a few years pastast

As yet br brown rashas done most of
the preaching dwelling mostly upon
the first principles of the gospel some
who have heard him say they do not
believe that he preaches mormonism 11

intimating that there is too much truth
in his preaching for it to be truly mor-
monism to many who are ofor an in-
quiring disposition we have given ac-
cess to our books and I1 believe that
much good would result from a limited
circulation of our books we have
written jonewto rewbew york to learn whether
there is a supply of books on hand at
that office and for a price list of them
we hope leythey have them so that those
who are inquiring can learn for them-
selves what mormonism is

we are making our home with ben-
jamin crain a brother in law ofbrotherbrothel
brownirown he is a very wealthy farmer
and understands how to make a guest
feel at home which none know better
how to appreciate than does a latter
daabday saint missionary as you have
doudoubtless experienced

the other day we walked to the
county seat of this county and back
gainagain it I1 eing the first walking I1 have

done for some time I1 was very tired I1
occasionally go into the field and work
in haying and harvesting as I1 think
that by some labor I1 will become in-
ured to exercise in walking so that
when we start from here I1 can camecome
nearer keeping pace with br brown
who by the way is some on a long
heat

br smith I1 there is one of two things
certain I1 either have a very poor mem
ory or else christendom is making gi
gantic strides on the road of wicked-
ness and a few days stay in st louislouit
forced me to almost conclude that they
were near the terminus it is indeed
almost heartrendingheart rending to witness suchsuck
an extent of evil and wretchedness as-
sociatedsocia ted with our fellow beings and tc
know that it is mostly brought
them by the professed righteousness 0
the century

I1 feel br smith truly thankthankfulfultfuittt
my god for the verification thus far
of all those blessing and promises tha
were placed upon me by the men 0
god before leaving my home to go or01
this mission my health was never Es
good as it has been every hour since I1

left home it is really too good for th
very warm weather we are now havinhavingI1

here as I1 accumulated too much feeslalesi
on the trip across the plains and then
upon such a mission I1 am bold to con
fess that it is my experience that I1 nev
er have been placed in a situation
I1 professed to be a latter day saint
where one sees and realizes that therthen
are so many weedy spots in the gardei
of his character as a latter day aintsaint
and thus situated one sees the imme
diate necessity of reformation

As the weather is very warm yet wew
think of remaining until it gets cooler
as we hear that therechere is some
fever in the south I1 think that fron
herohere we will go into tennesee

I1 send you a paper containing a heavabeav
political letter and have ordered apika piat
county paper to be sent to you

give my kindest regards tohrs camp
bell smith and richards of your office
all of whom I1 would like to hear from
and will write to them rememberRemEem embe
me to your family and all friends

may the lord bless youyon and all saints
As ever your brother

WARRENWARREi N dusenberry

MORONI sanpete county
august 19

EDITOR DESERET NEWS
on rpm gen burtoneurton

maj calder capt dewey gennacegen paceraceandami
some others arrived to inspect the mili-
tia of this post the cavalry were
drilled by major clark and capt lewdew-
ey and infantry by gen W B racepace
after which gen burton gave some goo
instructions commended them and toltold
them to still continue in their gloogoo
works and be as punctual in all thinthinggi
as they had been in meeting him anthoon th
present occasion

the brass and martial bands wertwen
out gen burton remarking that thatthai
was the only brass band he had seen ia

the county andisituesday morning the indian
made armidona raid on the teanisteams
while on their way to the meadow kill
ing james meeks and wounding twtv
more one fatally the other was shohof
through the ear the herd boys of thilthi
place being within hearing of the gunsguus
mounted their horses and went to th
assistance of those who were in troubletroubie
the indians seeing them broke for thtb
mountains driving onnoff only a fe
horses fel

all are hard at work gathering li

their hay and cutting grain
I1 remain yours in the gospel

JOHN KIRKMANkirrman
for the NEWS

HERBS THE NATURAL MEDI-
CINE OF MAN

1

last conference president B YOUA
1

urged the necessity of the study of vi

rious sciences among which he mermet
tinned botany

the history of medical botany bernot
strates that the natural medicine
man is to be found in herbs and tb
lord in a revlrevelationatlon on this subjectsubject I1

joseph smith says allwooallail wholesorisoui
herbs god hath ordained for the cocol1

ution nature and use of man eveteven
herb in the seasonseason thereof to be us
with prudence and thanksgiving A
other quotation sasayss those that hahw
not faith to be hhealedeaieafed but believe shi
be nourished with allan tenderness wi
herbs and mild food and that not
the hand of an enemy the follow ii
quotation from the book of on
scarcely less explicit and tthereere wi
some who died with fevers which
some seasons of the year were very is

quent in the land but not BOso
with fever because of the exexcellecelli 1

qualities of the many plants and rotroe I1

which god had prepared to remove J


