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THE SUNDANCESUN DANCE OF THE

the most important sacred fest-
ival of the indians is the
sundancesun dance which is called also by
the whites the medicine dance the
tradition runs that it originated in
the thankoffering of a woman for
the recovery of her sick child ac-
cordingly it is usually instituted by
a woman who has come successfully
out of some trial it is generally
held when the wild fruit is ripe in
july or august in a lodge especi-
ally constructed for it and may
ccontinue for seven days the cere-
monies have been described by therevbev john mclean who witnessed
them at the blood indian campcampioI1 D

alberta territory canada tiiethe
sacred fire was burning in
the sun and was used
by the people for lighting
their pipes the fuel was suppliedsoppiled
exclusively by young men who had
performed some valorous deeb such
as itstealingealing horses from a hostile
tribe and thought the dutyduly an
honorable one two bundles of
birchwoodwood brush were placed in the
form of a cross on the sacked pole
A bower of brushwood by the side
of the lodge was occupied by the
woman who hadbad instituted the cere-
mony her husband and a medicine
manmam fasting and praying prayers
were offered at stated times by
virgins dramatic representa-
tions of heroic adventures were
given and sham fights present-
ed representations of actual
battles these were succeeded by
feasts of berries cooked in fat smok-
ing and conversation A young
man who had been successful in
a horse stealing expedition came up
in fulfillment of a vow to make
himself a sacrifice to the god an
old medicine woman outcut off one of
his fingers held it up to the sun
and dedicated it to him two
young men presented themselves to
be consecrated for admission to the
noble band of warriors one of
them stretched himself ti-pon a
blanket on the ground an old
man made a speech over him relat-
ing his brave deeds each incident of
which was received with applause
and music then four men held
him while a fifth made incisions in
his breust and back wooden skew-
ers were inserted in the breast incis-
ions and connected by lariats with
the sacred pole while an indian
drum was fastened to the skewer inin
the back the young man went up
to the sacred pole and while hisbis
countenance was exceedingly pale
and hisbis frame trembling with emo-
tion threw his arms around it and
prayed earnestly for strength to pass
successfully through the trying or-
deal his prayer ended he moved
backward until the flesh was fully
extended and placing a small bone
whistle in hisbis mouth he blowblew con
tenuously upon I1it a series of short
sharp soundsbounds while he threw him-
self backward and danced until the
flesh gave way and he fell previ-
ous to ajohjo tearing himself free from
the lariatslari ats he seized the drum with
both hands and with a sudden pull
tore the flesh ouon hisbis back dashing
the drum to the ground amid the

applause of the people As he lay
on the ground the operators exx

his wounds cut off the flesh
that was banging loosely and the
ceremony was at an end 51 popular
science

EVENTS

edmunds law prosecutions
iosephjoseph A bunot of echo valley

was arrested saturday july 5 bybj
united states marshal mclellanMcL ellau on
the charge of unlawful cohabitation
he was examined before commis-
sioner perrin at ogden and bound
verover to await the action of the grand
jury at salt lake in the sum of

1000 while his allegallegedtd wives were
bound over ih each

closing the temples
in response to a number of in-

quiries we republish the dates lorjor
the closing of the temples

mantiadanti temple july 18 to august
20

logan temple july IS18 to august
25

st george temple august 15 to
october 14

mount carmel
W J jolly writes from mount

carmel kane county
ouroitt crops are good and the health

of the people is satisfactory matters
are generally in a prosperous condi-
tion A furious wind prevailed on
the second dinst which caused a
great deal of fruit to be blown from
tilethe trees and some damage to the
roofs of buildings

A E hyde dismissed
tuesday july jtb commissioner

greenmanman passed on the case of A
E hyde who was arrested on a
charge of inducing a witness in a
criminal case to leave the territory
the evidence was insufficient to
justify the belief that he bad com-
mitted the offense but showed rather
that wethe witness wanted money to
leave the easecase against mr hyde

dismissed

judge miller
hen J A miner the nenewlyvirly ap-

pointed jjudge torfor utah who is to
succeed judge henderson on the
bench of the first district attended
the session of the supreme court
on july ththee gentleman has
an urbane ap countenance
is 0of porportlyly abbe

buildlid and one mightamight
judjudgee hlhikatonito be aboutou t fifty years 0off
age Hhe haa nnototayete bebeenensworsworn in

not officer reilly
there are a number of rumors

going about regarding the shooting
of dr bascom on the night of the
opera house fire one is to the
effect ththatat the pistol which was
accidentally discharged was held
by a policeman who had a searscar on
his face it is a sufficient refuta-
tion of this statement that mr J J
reillybeilly is the only officer on the
force who has a searscar on his face and
he was not at the fire while it
waswaa in progress he was on duty at
the BR 0 W depot

6B W browns casocasa I1

tilethe dispatches announce the
commutation of the sentencee oilof

byron W brown of lehi utahatam
county to one year and eight
months mccurl imprisonment this
action was taken by president harr-
ison

harr-
lson mr brown was convicted of

perjury because he said he didlotdid noa
believe in polygamy and was sepsen
tenfencedced to three years in the detroit
prison and to pay a fine of 1000

therhe fine was remitted this will
release mr brown on august 3

the old folks treat
the number of old people who

will participate in the treat beiobeing
prepared for them by the general
committee is likely to be very large
an organization has been effected
in to look after the vetveteranerat
excursionists from weber county
the company from that part of the
territory alnealae will probably not be
less than we are requested NYby
the old folks committee to10 reiterate
their cordial invitation to all people
over the age of 70 years to joincoill
in the interesting and festive oc-
casion

dr bascoms case
on the night of july 3rdard during

the progress of the opera house
fire dr bascom was wounded byaby
pistol shot said to have been fired
accidentally during a dispute withwit
a policeman there has been aill
effort to hush the matter up but iuin
diew of the reports of the affair
that have become widespread and
contain statements of a serious na-
ture an investigation of the circum-
stances should be hadbad the story
that it was a stray shot
caused the doctor serious injury has
not been acceptable thus far

A scientists discovery
PPARISARIS july 8 paul gifford the

french scientist has discovered a
new propulsive force condensed
liquined gas three hundred drops
of this compound is contained in a
small steel receptacle under a
barrel and each time the trigger is

bulledpulled one drop falls into the breech
behind the bullet the contact
with air causes it to volatileize instant-
aneously with an expansive force
far exceeding gun powder and eex-
pels the bulletwith terrible velocity
accompanied by neither noise nor
smoke

equalization of taxes
the territorial board of equali-

zation met in this city july 11

there were present it C lund
E G wooley john E booth C
R hank J N kimball and F 3

cannon
chairman J E dooly was un-

avoidably absent owing to pressing
business in salt lake

the board examined a number of0
witnesses relative to the value otof
property throughout the county
some of the board left for salt lakelak
last evening

july 12 the board visited ertah
county and prosecutete theirr labors at1

that point ogden Seanstandarddard


