RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religlous services were held ut
the Tabernacle, SBalt Lake Clty,
BSunday, December 28, 1850, com-
mencing at 2 p. m,, Counsslor
Charlee W, Penrose presiding.

The ehoir and congregation sang
the hymn beginning:

We thank thee, O God, for a Prophet,

To guide us in these latter days.

Prayer by Elder William R. Bar-

n.
The cheoir sang the hymn:

Mortals, awake! with angels join,
And chant the solemn lay.

The Priesthood of the Eleventh
ward officiated in the ad:ministra-
tion of the Sacrament.

APOSTI.LE ABRAHAM H. CANNON

addressed the cobngregation. We
were living, he gaid, in very remark-
able times. The events which were
dnily oceurring in the world were
bound to excite the attention and
wonder of the people. Looking at
these things as they happened, from
a uatural standpoint, we coyld not
at present see the ohject of them;
the resson was hidden from our
gight. Yet when we viewed them
as Liatter-day Saints, with the eye
of fuith and with a partial under-
standing of the work which God
was performing in the earth, His
hand was clearly visible in the
Wifaira of men and nations. Wae
paw movernents ino empires, thrones
cast down, emperors removed, re-
publics arise, and various other
changes taking place in different
parts of the world; am though
there seemed to he no order nor
regularity in these matlers, Yet
there was certainly a controlling
power governing them for the ac-
complishment of certain purposes

Ag Latter-lay SBaints we believed
that Ged designed to bring the in-
habitants of this globe under the
rule aml dominlon of His BSon
Jesus Christ, who would reign as
King of kinge and Lord of lords.
We believed that natiens would be
brought under His sway, and af-
fairs so directed as to accomplish
those marvelous predictions made
centuries ago concerning the Iatter
days. We looked for the fulfilraent
of that prophecy uttered by Danpiel,
even before the advent of the Mes-
giah among men, when the king-
dom. power and dominion would
he given unto the Baints of the
Moat High; for we believed tbat the
kingdom spoken of by Daniel had
been established. The stone to
which he referred had beenn cut out
of the mounfain without hauds,
and would continue to roll forth
until it should grind to vowder the
great image which the king had
seen, and which Danie! told him
repregented the! various nations of
the world from his time till the
lutest generation.

The Latter-lay Saints did pot.
however, anticipate that bloodshed
would be uecessary in the establish-
ment of the kingdom of Gnd among
snen; they did not leok for a combat
of earnal weapons iu the accomplish-
ment of that of which God Lad
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spoken; they did not look for Jesus
to send forth His legions among the

“[nhil iren of men to destroy those

who received not His word or sub-
mitted not to His rule; but they did
look for the establishment of a
kingdom of peace and good will
towards all men—the eatablishment
of a government under which men
and women might exercise the full-
eat freedom and have the most per
fuct liherty. If we understood the
Gospel rignt; if we had not been
dotards in the study of that which
(God bad revealed, we must know
this—that the Lord never designed
to rob msn of his agency, todeprive
him of the right to choose between
rieht and wrong, truth and error.
The Gospel, s had been declured by
the Apostle Paul, was a perfect law
of liberty, a Iaw under which men
and women were expected to de-
velop their highest powers, to be
free agents, doing that which seem-
eth good unto them.

In all ages it had Leen the rule,
the object sourht, in preaching the
Gospel to teach men and women to
he free, to relieve themselves of the
burdens of oppression and walk as
children of (God, seeking to kpow
His will. When the Lord placed
our first parents in ths garden of
Eden He gave them perfect liberty.
But there was one particular tree
the fruit of which they were com-
manded not to eat, and the penalty
of death attached to a vinlation of
that command. When Adawm
reached forth hig hand to pluck the
fruit, and wher they were about to
eat of it, they were n.,t restrained
by God in the exereise of their free-
dom; but they were guilty of dis
obedience, and thus was ueath
brought into the world. When
Abel, that righteous son of Adam,
was slain by his brother, there was
no interventiou of the Almighty to
prevent the commission of hies fuul
crimme. When Cain’s hand was
raised to slay Abei, though the
power existed to prevert the mur-
derous act, God did not stay that
hand, but.germitted the deed to be
done, for Cain was acling upon his
own agency. When, however, the
murder had actually been commit-
ted the eternal curse followed. Ho
in regard to the Israelites of old.
The Lord continually sought to lead
His people in a kindly way, by
showing them the results ot dis-
obedience. He did not force them
into a position of serving Him, but
the two plans were placed be-
fore them--the plan of sulvation and
that of death and eternal damnpa-
tion.

The Gospel of God was designed to
give more freedom to man than conld
any earthly government. We spoke
of the glorivus principles under
which we lived, Which lay at the
foundation of this God-given repub-
lic; we spoke of (he inspiration ef
the Lord whigh directed the framing
of this sacred Constitution; yet the
formerdid notgivethe freedomwhich
the Gospel gave Lo mun when prac-
ticed 1n its perfection. The govern-
ments of the earth were of God,
there was no power but came of God,
and He had ordained these king-
doms, empires and republice for a
wise purpose. It was well that gov-
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ernments were instituted among
men, even though some of them had
laws which were injurious to the in-
habitants of the couantry in which
they prevailed. Btill, it was better
to bave the oppression of ene man,of
the autocrat,thun to have no govern-
ment at all, or toberliving in a state
of anarchy.

The Lord woull bring all things
into a proper condition in His own
due time, to best suit His righteous
children. He would =0 cuntrol the
affairs of nutions ag to cause them
eventually to rubmit to His wili;
and though people might rise up
againet His decrees and for a time
peem to override His jaws and be-
hegts, yet He would hring all things
to a glorious consumuation.

Read the Book of Mormon, said
the ageaker, and see the evil results
which followed the establisliment of
kingdoms upon this continent, but
in that sacred record they could also
find  beautiful examples given
by some of those who ruled
as kicge awmong the Nephites.
Apostle Cannon gave several
iifustrations, next remarking that
under the rule of righteous judges
the people prospered. If such a
feeling prevailed in the world in
our day us was exhibited by
Mosiah and hie sons, there would
he pesce and blessing, instead of
war and bloodshed, cootention,
strife and commotion among God*s
children. The rule of Christ was
one of peace and goodwlll, and it
wae this which the Latter-day
8alints should endeavor to establish
in Ziou and elsewhere; this was the
influence which they should seek to
extend on all sides. He feared,
nevertheless, that with all the
knowledge they had received, with
all the revelations which Gou had
given them, with all the light that
had come from above illumi-
nating their understanding, they

were far from practising the
true plan of th¢ Gospel in
this regard. He sometimes fejt

that if eonditions were reversed and
to the Latter-day Baints were be-.
stowed the power which their ene-
mies—an they were called today—
possessed, they would, perhaps,
exercise a more unrighteous domi-
nation than did those who now op-
posed the Baints in these mountain
valleys. He trusted that such would
not be the case; though when they
viewe:d the actions of men in this
Church at times and saw the injus-
tice which way meted out by those
in authority in the wards and stakes
of Zion, he now and then feared that
the (zuepel bad found very ahallow
80il in the hearts of some of the men
who presided in [srael. We forgot
the admonition to the Latter-day
Baints contained in the Book of
Doetrine and Covenants—that the
powers of the Priesthcod were
inseparably counected with the
powersof heaven; and they could be
exercised only upon prineiples of
righteousness. Wheu men misused
those powers and that authority
which God had bestowed upon
them, tben the Splrit was with-
drawn, and they could not have any
influenre with the unscen powers
behind the veil. Why could we
not always exhibit that charity and



