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sunday services
BeteReft ious services were held at

the fatabernaclebernacle salt lake city
sunday Deedecemberember 28 1890 com-
mencing atall 2 p m counselor
cabarles W penrosepen rose presiding

the choir and congregation sang
the hymn beginning

we thank thee 0 god for a prophet
to frude usaa lain these latter daysday

prayer by elder william R bar-
ton

the choir sangaang the hymn
kormisBIortela awake I1 with angels loinjoin

and chant the selean layjay

the priesthood of the eleventh
ward officiated in the ad
tion of the sacrament

APOSTLE ABRAHAM H CANNON

addressedad drossed the congregation we
were livi nghe said in very remark
able times the events which were
dallydaily occurring in the world were
bound tooto excite the attention and
wondermonder of the people looking at
obese things as they happened from
a natural standpoint we could not
at present see the object of them
the reason was hidden from our
sighteight yet when we viewed them
as atter day saints with the eye
of faith and with a partial under-
standing of the work which god
was performing in the earth his
handband was clearly visible in the
affairs of men and nations we
flaw movements in empires thrones
out down emperors removed re-
publicsblics arise and various otherrichangesh ages taking place in different
parts of the world aniand though
there seemed to be no order nor
regularity in thesethem matters yet
there was certainly a controlling
power governing them for the ac-
complishment of certain purposes

As latter day saints we believed
that oed designed to bring the in-
habitants of this globe under the
rule and dominion of his son
jesus as
king of kings and lord of lords
we believedlieveld that nations would be
brought under hishia away and af-
fairs soao directed asaa to accomplish
those marvelousmarvelouB predictions madefaude
centuries ago concerning the latter
days we looked for the fulfilmentfulfillment
of that prophecy uttered by daniel
even before the advent of the mes-
siah among men when the king-
dom power and dominion would
be given unto the saints of the
most high for we believed that the
kingdom spoken of by daniel hadbad
been established the stone to
which he referred had been out out
of the mountain without hands
and would continue to roll forth
until idft should grind to powder the
great image which ththe king had
seen and which daniel told him
represented thetthel various nations of
the world from his time till the
latest generation

the latter lay saints did not
however anticipate that bloodshed
would be necessnecessaryaxy in the establish-
mentjentofof the kingdom of bod among
natmenD they rddid not look for a combat
of earnscarnal weapons ini n the accod
ment of that of which god had

spokenspoken they did not look for jesus
to send forth alia legions among theake
ehchilgrenillren of men to destroy those
who received not his word or sub-
mitted not to his rule but they did
look for the establishment of a
kingdom of peace and good will
towards all men the establishment
of a government under which men
and women might exercise the full-
est freedom and have the most per
feet liberty if we understood the
gospelgoepel right if we hadbad not been
dotards in the study of that which
bod had revealed we must know
this that the lord never designeddesignetl
to rob mgmann of his agency to deprive
him of the right to choose between
right and wrong truth and error
the gospel as had been declared by
the apostle paul was a perfect law
of liberty a law under which men
and women were expected to

their to be
freefm agentsagento doing that which seem
otheth good unto them

in all ages it had been the rule
the sought in preaching the
gospel to teach men and women to
be free to relieve themselves of the
burdens of oppression and walk as
children of god seeking to know
Hihisswillwill when the lord placed
kurfirstour first parents in the garden of
eden he gave them perfect liberty
but there was one particular tree
the fruit of which they were com-
manded not to eat and the penalty
of death attached to a violation of
chathat command when adam
reached forth his band to pluck the
fruit and when they were about to
eat of it they were n itt restrained
by god in the exercise of their free-
dom but they werfwere guilty of dis
obedience and thus was beath
brought into the world when
abel that righteous son of edam
was slain by hishim brother there was
no intervention of the almighty to
prevent the commission of his foul
crime when cainscainIs handband was
raised to slay abel though the
power existed to prevent the mur-
derous act godged did not stay that
hand but permitted the deed to be
done for cain was acting upon his
own agency when however the
murder had actually been commit-
ted the eternal curse followed so80
in regard to the israelites of old
the lord continually sought to lead
his people in a kindly way by
showing them the results otof dis-
obedience he did not force them
into a position of serving him but
the two plans were placed be-
fore them the plan of salvation and
that of death and eternal damna-
tion

the gospel of god was designed to
give more freedom to man than could
any earthly government we spoke
of the glorious principles under
which we lived which lay at the
foundation of this god given repub-
lic we spoke of ahe inspiration of
the lord which directed the framing
of this sacred constitution yet the
former did
the gospel gave to man when prac-
ticed in its perfection the govern-
ments of the earth were of god
there was no power iutbut came of god
and he had ordained these king-
doms empires and republics for a
wise purpose it was well that gov

ornamentsernorn ments were instituted amonamong
men even though some of them haghad
laws which were injurious to the in
habitan teofof the cou atry in which
they prevailed still it waswaa better
to have the oppression of one manof
the autocrat than to have no govern-
ment atallat all or to bebw living in a state
of anarchy

the lord would bring all things
inthainto a proper condition in his own
due time to bestbeet suit riohis righteous
children he would noHO control the
affairs of nations as to cause them
eventually to submit to his will
and though people might rise up
against his decrees and torfor a time
seem to override his lawbawsa and be
bests yet he would bring all things
to a glorious consummation

readbead the book of mormon saidmid
the 8speaker and see the evil results
which followed the establishment of
kinkingdomsdoms upon this continent but
in ettthat sacred record they could also
find beautiful examples given
by some of those who ruled
as kiebs among the NepNeph hitesitee
apostle cannon gave several
illustrations next remarking thatchat
under the rule of righteous judges
the people prosprosperedred if such a
feeling prevailed in the world in
our day as was exhibited by
mosiah and his sons there would
be peace and blessing instead of
war and bloodshed eoncontention
strife and commotion among gods
children the rule of christ was
one of peace and goodgoodwillwillandand it
was this which the latter day
saints should endeavor to establish
in zion and elsewhere this was the
influence which they should seek to
extend on all sides he feared
nevertheless that with all the
knowledge they had received with
all the revelations which god had
given them with all the light that
had come from above iff
bating their understanding they
were forfar from practisingpracticing the
true plan of gospel in
this regard he sometimes felt
that if conditions were reversed and
to the latter day saintosainta were be-
stowed theche power which their ene-
mies as they were called today
possessed they would perhaps
exercise a more unrighteous domi-
nation than did those who now op-
posed the saints in these mountain
valleys he trusted that such would
not be the case though when they
viewed the actions of men in this
church at times and saw the injus-
tice which was meted out by those
in authority in the wards and stakes
of zion he now and then feared that
the gospel hadbad found very shallow
soil in the hearts of some of the men
who presided in israel we forgot
the admonition to the latter day
saints contained in the book of
doctrine and covenants that the
powers of the priesthood were
inseparably connected with the
powers of heaven and they could be
exercised only upon principles of
righteousness when men misused
those powers and that authority
which god had bestowed upon
them then the spirit was with
dhawnd iawn and they could not have any
influence with the unseen powers
behind the veil why could we
not always exhibit that charity and


