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DISCOURSHEH

PREST. GEORGE 0. CANNON

DELIVERED

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake!City, Sun-
day afternoon, Dec. Tth. 1884.

REPORTED BY JOHIN IRVINE.

Tur speaker commenced by reading
the 24th chapter of Matthew; after
which he spoke as follows;

I have read this chapter to call your

attention to the predictions of the Son
of God concerning the last days, and
the circumstances which would sur-
round His people previous to His mak-
ing His second appearance on the earth.
Great interest has been manifested at
different periods by the inbabitants of
the earth who have believed in Jesus
respecting his second coming. Great
desires have been manifested trom time
to time to unederstund the signs of
His advent and some have gone so far
as to predict the dayand even the exact
time when He would make his appear-
ance. According to the revelations
that we have received upon this sub-
ject the day and the hourare notre-
vealed unto man, neither is it probable
that they will be, but we have been
told that that time is near at hand, and
that it is our duty as the people of God
to prepare ourselves for that great and
terrible day. The message which the
Elders of this Church were commis-
sioned to declare unto the inhabitants
of the earth 54 years ago, and which
they have since that time been declar-
ing wherever they have gone is, that
the time is near at hand for our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to make His
second appearance, and the Elders of
this Church have been sent with a
warning message to all the nations of
the earth to declare unto them that
the hour of God’s judgment is near at
hand, that the time for the fulfilment of
the prediction of the holy
has arrived, and that it is the duty of
the inhabitants of the earth te prepare
themselves for the great events that
are about to take place connected with
the last days. And in order that they
might the better J)rupa.re themselves
the servants of God are commanded to
call upon the veople to gather out from
the various nations where they are
living to a4 place that God has designa-
ted as a place of gathering for His
¢lect, where they mightfprﬂpure them-
sclves {or the coming of our Lord and
Savior. This was the message which
the Elders were sent forth to bear 54
years ago, and from that time until the
present they have been, to the extent
of their ability, proclaiming it to the
various nations to which they have had
access, warning them inmeekness and
in humility that the time was near at
hand for the fulfiment of all that had
been spoken by the mouths of the ser-
vants of God in ancient davs concern-
ing the last days. Yet, as I have said,
we have had no authority given unto
us, no message to designate the hour
nor the day nor even the year when the
Lord would make His appearance.
Thut has been Kept by the Father. The
angels did not know the hour nor the
day when our Savior spoke the
words that I have read inyour hearing:
and if the angels have since been in-
formed of it we have not been advised
to thateffect. We have been told that
the time is nearat hand, and as an evi-
dence of the near approach of this
event we have seen the fulfilinent of
many things that were told should
take place. This Gospel of the King-
.dom, Jesus said, had to be preached
unto ail nations as a witness—the
same Gospel that was preached by Him
and His disciples when they were upon
the earth—that Gospel of the Kingdom
had to be preached unto all nations
before the e¢hd shouid come., And it
is being preached in that manner now.
The same principles, the same doc-
trines, the same plan of salvation, the
same gifts and graces, the same organ-
izution of the Church, the same au-
therity that was in the Church in an-
cient days—these having been restored
are now being preached as a witness by
the Elders,of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints unto all nations,
in order that every inhabitant of the
earth should be warned, that ever
man should hear the glad tidings of
salvation in his own tongue, and have
the opportunity of embracing or re-
jecting the same, and of being gathered
out and numbered with the people of
God.

1 need not say to you, my brethren
and sisters, who are familiar with this
work, that God has aecompanied the

recaching of this Gospel by signs fol-
owing. You know this. You are liv-
ng witness yourselves of the power
of God, of the manifestation of the
Holy Ghost and of the gifts that per-
tain thereto. This whole people,
callcd Latter-day Saints, living in
these mountains, {rom north to south,

from east to west, are a body of liv- |

ing witnesses of the truth of that
which I say respecling the outpoaring
of the Holy Ghost and its giits upon
the people; for by the power of the
" Boly Ghost have they been gathered;
by the|manifestations of the power
of God bhave they wended: their way
from the various lands they formerly
dwelt in to this land—impelled by the
Spirit of God to do this, in a most ex-
traordinary manner, ready to abandon
homes, ready to forsake their friends,
readv to sever their connection with
all that was near and dear to them
previous to their reception of the Gos-
pel. What a host of witnesses could
rise up if they could be gathered to-

gether throughout these mountains!—

Prophets.

i

)

men, women and children, who in
their various languages—every lan-
guage almost of Europe, and 1 see here
some from the Pacific Islands, others
fromfar off India, others from far off
Africa, others from far off Australia—
would testify, had they the opportuni-
ty, to the outpouring of the Spirit and
power of God upon themin the lands
where they dwelt when they heard the
Gusﬁe] and obeyed it as taught to them
by the Elders of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. In this
manner God has borne witness to the
inhabitants of the earth, and is
still bearing witness to them where-
ever they receive His Gospel, when-
ever they bow in humility and sub-
mission Lo His requirements, whether
in the United States, in Canada, in
Mexico, in Central or South America,
in Europe, in Asia, in Africa,or in any
Islands of the sea—wherever the
Elders of this Church go, carrying this
message of salvation. and the pebple
receive it, they recelve with it a testi-
mony from God, not given by man nor
by man’s wisdom,snor through man’s

ower but through the power of the

sternal God—that testimony resting
down upon themn in fulness, burn-
ing within them, impelling them
to do that which they never
contemplated doing before —that
is, impelling them to forsake all
their old associations and sever the
ties that had heretofore bound them
to their kindred and their homes, and
to come to the land which ¢od has
designated as the place to which they
should gather, In this manner God is
fultilling, as I have said, the testimony
of IHis ancient servants, for John the
Revelator testified that there should
be a ery go forth unto the inhabitapts
of the earth to come out from The
miast of Babylon., Jesus says inthis
chapter that the elect should be gath-
ered from the four
earth, from the four winds of heaven
they should be gathered together, and
this preparatory to His coming, And

' that which I have read in your hearing

is abundantly fulfilled this day in our
sight and to our knowledee. Speaking
of His disciples and to His disciples
He said: ‘“Then shall they deliver you
up to be afilicted, and shall kill yon:
and ye shall be hated of all nations
for my name’s sake.” If this is not
fultilled this day in our sight and in
our hearing, then when can it be ful-
filled? How can it be fulfilled? To-
day here i8 a people gathered in these
mountains, brought from the nations
of the earth, as I have said, dwelling
here in peace and in quietness, free
from strife, free from lltigation, free
from war, free from everything that
disturbs and annoys, in every settle-
ment from north to south, from ecast
to west, wherever they have formed
themselves into a community, living
in the posession of unexam led peace,
Take the settlements of this peoplen
Coloradoj visit those in Arizona and
New Mexico: go north and travel
through Utah and visit [daho—go where
you will, wherever they have settled,
you will find a community dwelling in
peace and in' quietness, loving one an-
other, nbeyinr the law of God, striv-
ing to keep His commandments, seek-
ing to overcomne evil, endeavoring to
live themselves in accordance with
His requirements and to teach their
children to do likewise. These are the
characteristics of the settlements of
the Latter-day Saints throughout all
these mountains. So faras wearecon-
cerned ourselves we have scarcely any
need of lawyers. They are very nec-
essary as conveyancers, they are very
necessary in drawin ug papers, in
making wills, in making deeds, in for-
ming contracts, in doing business of
this character; but so far as the prac-
tice of the law in litigation is con-
cerned there is no need for
their services in any of the settlements
of the Latter-day Saints. The law of
God te us wheun obeyed is suflicient to
lift usabove these Petty strifes and diffi-
culties. We should live, if we do not,
in & purer and higher atmosphere, in a
region elevated far above that which
i8 occupied by people of this charac-
ter. If you travel through the settle-
ments where the Latter-day Saints
have’'control you will not find drunk-
enness prevalent, in fact, if they be
true Latter-day Saints there will be no
drunkenness. You will not hear the
nameof God blasphemed where Lat-

Y | ter-day Saints live; you will not hear

quarrelling; yon will not hear of adul-
teries and . seductions; you will not
witness Sabbath-breaking; but you
will see the people living in the observ-
ance of the laws of God, a moral, pure,
peaceable, orderly, people. These are
the characteristics of the communities
of the Latter-day Saints where they
live accordins to the requirements of
their holy relizion. And though we
are far from being perfect in these re-
spectg,though there are many things to
complain of and to find fault with
among us, nevertheless these charac-
teristics do prevail to an extent that
cannot be found in other commupgities
of the same size and in the samé@ cir-
cumstances. And vet -these words
that 1 have read in your hearin

are this day fulfilled. *“‘Thev shal
deliver you up to be afilicted.,” said
Jesus, “‘and shall kill you” (this has
been and is our fate) ‘‘and ye shall
be hated of all nations for my name’s
sake.”’ Most sinzularly has this predic-
tion been and is being fulfilled in re-
gard to us. There is not another com-
munity on the face of the earth to-da
who are hated by all nations for the
sake of Jesus as are the Latter-day
Saints. Go where yon will throngh-
out our own nation; go where you
will throughous Chrfstendﬂm; travel
among all people and ask them con-
cerning the Latter-day Saints, and
they will tell you that they hate them,

quarters of the.
| train them u

-

that they are a people to be hated, that
they are a people that should be des-
troyed,that they should not be tolerat-
ed, and that measures should be taken
for their entire extirpation trom the
earth. One of the most remarkable
features connected with this work is
this hatred that exists in the minds of
men and women concerning it. I look
upon it as one of the greatest and
most striking evidences of the truth ot
the words of the Savior and of the di-
vinity of this work. There is no other
people with whom I am acquainted
who so strikingly fulfil the words of
the Savior and the promises which He
made unto His disciples respecting the
consequences of obeving lis doctrine
as do the Latter-day Saints. And itis
not for their wickedness, because when
their lives are compared with the lives
of others they stand out in striking
contrast with them. This is admitted
even by our enemies. They give us
credit for not being adulterers,they give
us credit for not being seducers; they
zive us credit for not being thieves;
they give us credit for keeping our
word; they give us credit for being
honest in our dealihgs. To-day our
bitterest enemies in this city, the men
who hate us the most, who would de-
stroy us if they had the Enwer, never
dare say that we are dishonest in our
dealings. We keep our word. We
abstain from drunkenness. We ab-
stain from gambling. We do not sup-
port houses of ili fame. We main-
tainorder and peace wherever we go.
But we are accused of many crimes,
We are accused of being guilty of many
misdeeds. But when the proofis
asked for it is something that has hap-
pened sometime ago, something that
somebody else knows.

We can be trutbhfully accused of
nothing except this: that we marry
wives, that we sustain them honorably,
and that we keep our chiidren and
in the fear of God ard
make good citizens of them. This is
the head and front of our offending.
It is not truthfully said that we pros-
titute women; or that she is degraded
here by making her a prey to lust. It

is not said we destroy our offspring. |

No such charges are made against us.
But the crime is that we honorably
take wives in wedlock and rear chll-
dren, and bring them up legitimatly,
teaching them the principles of righte-
ousness as we understand them. We
could vote to-day—you men who are
disfranchised, and you women who
are disfranchised—you could vote to-
day if you were adulterers and adul-
teresses. Yes, inthis land of ours,in
this Territory of Utah you could go to
the polls and cast your vote if vou
lived outside of wedlock, if youpros-
tituted yourselves, if yon made women
the victim of vile lust, if you trampled
upon everything that is holy and pure
in the sight of Ged and of good men.
You would not be disfranchised. You
could cast your vote. You could hold
office—that is, you could be a candi-
date for office, and if elected you
could hold it. Therefnm, it is not for
adultery, it is not for seduction, it is
not for crimes of Lhis kind that
we are hated, but it is because in
righteousness and in truth, without
deception and without frand, we hon-
orably and in the sight of day—that is
we have done so in times past—mar-
ried wives in accordance with what
we believed to be the command of our
Great Creater.

We ar: hated of all men and of all
nations for Christ’s sake. 1tisbecause
of our religion. I1f we discarded the
forms of religion; if we did not at-
tach importance to the solemnization
of the marriage ordinance; if it were
done in any other name, or in any
other form, or for an ﬂther-purpnse,
it would pass, doubtless, as it does in
other society, without being challenged
or receiving particular condemuation.
But it is admitted—I have been told it
hundreds of times—that 1t is because
you make this religion. *‘'That is why
we hate it,”” they say. ‘‘Thatis why
we will legislate against it. If you
had not made it religion we would not
care anyvthing aboutit.’”” When I have

lead with§members of Congress in

ashington, and told them this insti-
tution was P{"“ of our religion, they
have said: “*Yes, Mr. Cannon, that is
the difliculty. 1tis because you make
it religion that we want to legislate
against it. 1f you did not make it re-
ligion there would not be that objec-
tion to it that there is.”” Therefore,
as I have said, the words of the Savior
are fulfilled., Because we make this
the religion of Jesus, because we pro-
fess to be the followers of Jesas, and
becau ‘e of being ilis followers, there-
fore, as Josus said, “*vou shal! be hat-
ed of !l nutions for my name’s sake:”’
not for unytning else, but for the sake
of the naie of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, whose religion we have
espoused, whose followers we claim
to be, and because of being his follow-
ers we do as we are doing. Most sig-
nally, then, has this prediction heen
fultilled in our sight and hearing. One
of the most remarkable teutures of
the present age is the hatred that is
manifested against this people. It
might be that a people of our numbers,
situated as we are, so far removed
from other communities in these re-
mote regions, might escape observa-
tion, and that we might be left to pur-
sue our own course, quietly, so Jong
as we did not intrude upon our neigh-
bors. We came to this land a band

y|of relicious exiles seeking a home

amid these mountain wilds, content
to live hereif we only had bread and
water, if we could get suflicient to
sustain life; for the sake of that peace
and quiet which was denied usin the
lands whence we were driven we were
content to endure all the hardships
that could be possibly encountered {ln

this mountain region. If wecould on-
ly sustain life we would have been
satistied with our home here. And we
thought we might escape persccution.
We thought we had kot so faraway
that wejcould worship our God hence-
forth without let or hindrance. We
did not wish to injure others. We did
not wish to force our religion upon
others, We had no design upon any
human being, no design to injure any
soul upon the face of the earth. Our
hearts were filled with the desire that
others might comprehend the truth as
we comprehend it, that they might
partake of the blessings of the Gospel
as we had received them, and to do
this—that is, to make them familiar
with these things—we were willing to
spend our lives in traveling from land
to land and from continent tQ conti-
nent, without purse and without scrip,
preaching, in humility and in meek-
ness, the Gospelof the Son of God as
we understand it as a witness unto all
nations before the end should come.
We went from land to land preaching
this Gospel, calling upon the inhabi-
tants of the earth to listen to our mes-
sage, and this was the extent of our
wrong doing. We had not, as I say,
any designs against the peace of any
soul upon the face of the earth, but
our hearts overflowed with a strong
and unquenchable desire that they
might also receive the Gospel and the
blessings of the Gospel as we had re-
ceived them. That Gospel had brought
to us happiness, peace,jov unexampled.
That Gospel had filled us with a fore-
taste of heaven. Through that Gos-
pel we had received the Holy Ghost
and the gifts thereof, and because
of that precious gift we were able to
endure all the hardships and all the
ersecutions thatv the wicked might see
t to bring upon us for the sake of
our religion. We were willing to do
this. We rejoiced in it. We knew it
was more precious than life itself, and
many have been willing to lay down
{ their lives for the sake of the Gospel.
‘We had left homes, we had left friends
we bad left everything that men held |
{ dear wpon earth for the sake of this
| great truth that God had revealed to
us, and our souls burned withan ever-

{ powering desire that others might al-

80 partake of the same blessing. There-

| fore we traveled from nation to nation, |

bearing these glad sidings and calling
upon the ‘inhabitants ot the earth to
receive them and partake of them as
we had done,

Now, it might be thought that a pec-
ple thus situated would be left alone to
the enjoyment, the peaceful enjoy-
ment of their religion. If their re-
ligion was a heresy they were the suf-
ferers, 1f their religion was false they
would be the ones that would receive
the punishment. But not content
with driving us out, not content with
compelling us to flee to these moun-
tains, the same foul and deadly spirit
of persecution followed us up here
into these mountain recesses, They
envied us the posession of these sterile
barren valleys. That cruel spirit of
persecution still followed us, envious
of the quiet homes we had reared by
untold and uncounted toil out of the
elements that surrounded us. We had
raised a scanty subsistence from the
soil; we had strnggled with difliculties
and had eventually succeeded in sur-
mounting them that we could hope to
live, live without fear of starvation at
least before us. But scarcely was the
experiment decidea—for it was but an
-experiment at best—than the same
spirit that had made our residence in
the States intolerable and unendura-
ble to us, followed us across these
plains that stretched out between us
and our old homes and the old civili-
zation which we had left—followed us
here, and it has followed us from that
day until the present, it has sought
to kill us, and it has sought to destroy
our liberties, 1t has sought to do to
us that which was done before—to
drive us from our homes, and send us
forth homeless wanderers upon the
face ot the earth. This has been its
manifestation in our midst in this
Territory, and it seems as though it
would not be fully gratified or satistied
until it had made victims of every one
of us; until we should be numbered
with the silent dead and our voices no
more be heard in proclamation of the
(Gospel of the Son of God that we have
heen authorized to proclaim to the in-
habitants of the earth.

My brethren and sisters: I do not
wish in my remarks to harrow up youi
feelings, I wish merely to lhmnpress
you with some of the events that are
occurring around about us, that you
mayknow that they are only in fulfilment
of the word of God spoken hundreds
and hundreds of years ago by the Son
of God himself and by IHis inspired
servants. Weare only. moving in the
sphere that He intended we should
move in; we are only enduring the
trials and affiictions that in His provi-
dence He foresaw and deemed neces-
sary for us to encounter in our pas-
sage through life and in the establish-
ment of His work upon the earth and
in preparing the way for the comiog of
the Lord. Let pot your hearts fail
you, therefore: be not discouraged nor
consider yourselves in the least degree
oppressed beyond that which is right
and proper. All these things are nec-
essary in the providence of our God.
We shall have more to encounter; but
we shall have the Strength and the
csrace necessary to enable us to meet
them and to bear them patiently and
to come out of them victoriously; for
as youare often told, whatever may
be the fate of individuals connected
with this work, itis decreed in the
heavens by our Eternal Father that
this work, the foundation of which He
has laid, will never be taken from the
earth again,it will never be overthrown,

i

' There is no power that can overthrow
this work of our God. Men may be
sent to Erlsnn. as Brother Rudger
Clawson has, a8 Brother Joseph 1.
Evans has, as others in Arizona have,
for their rehgion, for practicing that
which they believe 10 be of God—men
may be sent to prison by hundreds,
men may be slain, as our brethren
were in Tennessee lately,and as Joseph
Standing was in Georgia, and as breth -
ren were in years zone past in Mis-
souri, as our Prophet and Patriarch
were in lllinois, as our revered Pres-
ident was shot to J»ieaea at the same
time—men’s blood may be shed, the
blood of the Saints 1may stain the
ground, the soil may be drenched with
it, but though this may be the case,
yet as sure as God lives so sure will
this work that He has established roll
forth and prevail. The principles of
truth connected with it are unaltera-
ble and eternal. They cannot be
changed,they cannot beldestroyed. You
might as well try to destroy the throne
of theGreat Eternal himself as to de-
stroy this work, for itis eternal. The
truths of this Gospel are imperishable,
They cannot be changed; they cannot
be obliterated nor overthrown. And
And God has said this concerning this
work—that it will stand forever. It will
stand forever. 1t will overcome every
obstacle. It will grow, it will increase.
Everything done against it will only be
the means of accelerating it or push-
ing it forward, or insuring to it the
victory that God has promised. [ tes-
tify this in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, for I know it to be true, and |
know that every wer that opposecs
this work will perish. God has said it,
and His words thus far have been ful-
filled. Recount the list of the op-
posers of this work, and who is there
among the vast host that has ever suc-

{ceeded? Is not failnre, is not shame,

is not igmominy written upon everv
man’s character and the character of
every community that has fought
against this work of our God from
the beginning up to the present time?
The enemies oI this work have per-
ished, they have gone down into obliv-
on, and thei' have not succeeded,
ook at the list from the beginning,
from the 6th of April, 1830, until this
day of our Lord, and go through it,
and where can you find, where cac you
put your fingér upon a man or upon u
community that has prospered in
flghting against Zion, against this
work of our God? They have gone
down, while this people have vone
forward, bave risen, gene upward,
have continued to increase ininfluence,
in power in the earth and have become
more and more solidified. And it will
be 80 to the end; for this work is de-
signed in the providence of our God to
prevail, and there is no power nor in-
fluence that can prevent it.

It behooves us as Latter-day Saints
to be faithful to our God. I-will tell
you, my brethren and sisters, there is
only one thing that can injure this
work, and that {8 the sins of the peo-
ple themselves. You ecan injure it,
that is, you can injure yourselves in
connection with it, There is no man
can preveat another from receiving
salvation. God has not placed it in
the power of man to prevent either a
man, or a woman, or & child from re-
ceiving salvation. He has placed that
within the power of the individual
himself or herself. If & man be damned
it is because he takes a course tobe
damned; he breaks the laws of God.
‘So it is with us as a people. If we are
chastened, if we are scourged, if our
enemies have power overus, it will be
because we do not live as we should
do, and this is a subject that [ would
like verg much to speak about. I
would like very much to tell my fe:l-
ings upon this point to the Bishops
and to the Teachers and to the officers
of the Church. There are practices
being indulged in amone us that are
sins in the sight of God, and
the officers of this Church will be
held accountable tor them, unless they
take a course to eradicate them from
the midst of the Saints. There should
be no man allowed to remain in this
Church who is a Sabbath-breaker, and
when you know that there are men and
women or children who are Sabbath-
breakers you should take steps to have
them warned, to have them reproved,
and if they will not repent to have
them severed from the Church of God,
legislation as to discriminating dutics.
The treaty of 1881, with France, con-
tains special tariff provisions. The
Canandian reciprocity treaty with
Great Britain in 1834, and the recipro-
city treaty of 1875 with Hawaii, both
contained provisions that they should
not become operative until necessary
laws to carry them into effect should
have been enacted by Congress. In
respect to all these treaties, the re-
quired legislation was passed. In
short, precedents are in' favor of con-
stitutional negotiation of treaties-af-
fecting the revenues by the President,
subject to approval by the Senate, and
to legislative co-operation of Congress
in carr_vmi.r oul their provisions.

The only object the Executive has
had in the negotiation of the conven-
tions now awaiting the action of Con-
gress has been the interests of the re-
gublic; and in endeavoring to realize

v0 man in this Chuarch should be al-
lowed to have a standing in it who is
4 drunkard; God does not approve of
drunkenness; and if there are any
drunkards remaining in the Church
hear it, O ye Bishops, and O ye officers,
you will be held accountable for their
sins—the condemnation will rest upon
you. The same with men who blas-
pheme, either young or old, who take
the namme of God in vain, they ouuht
not to be permitted to remain in the
Church. It is a sin in the sight of God,
and He will visit a people with con-




