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On the Day of Pentecost, when we are
told, three thousand were pricked in their |
hearts, and desited Lo know what they

pletcd their last circuit on the seventh day
they were lo give a certein blast with (ke
horns, and all the people wére to . give a

ghould do: the =2nsEwer ' given was
‘Lhat they thould repent of ther gias,
They -alrcady believed, . before  ihey
repented, the testimony of Peler and
the rest of the' Apesties ' that Jesus
was Lhe very Clirist; they belleved these.
Old Testament Seriptures that relafied to
him, which were quoted by the Apostle

REPORTED 1Y DAVID 1W. EVANS.

AccorpiNe fo our usualcustom we have
assembled on this, the first day of the
“week, 10 partake of the Sacrament, as a
witnees before God and aungels, and asa
testimony one toanother, that we are de-
termined to keep ithe commandments of
1he Most High, and to obey hLis laws, and
__the  institutiens and . ordinances of Lhis
“kingdom. = The corder of things we are
“now celebrating we have endeavored to;
obgerve from the organization of 1ihlis
chareh. It has been our practice, when
circumstances would permit, to assemble
every Sabbath day for this purpose, and
also to express one to avother our desires
and to bear our testimouies eoncerning
the truth, and rlso to preach when we felt

1 their sins were then 1e aitled, an event,

Peter on that occasion: and they were
pricked in their hearts. If they had not
believed that Jesas was the Christ, they
would not heve been pricked in,  their
hearts and convieted of sin; but they le-
licved, and the amswer of Peler to  their
inquiry abont what théy should do 15 be
saved” was—“Repent and be baptized,
every one of younin ihe name ofF Jesus
Christ for the remission of yoursins, .and
you shall reeeive the Moly Ghost.” Can
not every person, who refleets a moment
on this passage, sce thatl Lhe rennssion of
sins nud the Holy Ghos!, weore two bless-
ings promised after repentanee and faith,
and baptism for the remis ion of sins?
When the people of Samaria heard the |
, reaching of Philip, they also helieved and
repented, and they were taplized, and
Lhere was great joy in that city. No dount

" the epirit to do so0.’ -
o I feel, this afternoon, Lo investigate Le-
 forej this aseewmbly some of the distin.
. guishjpg characteristics between Lhis | peo-
ple and the various religious denomina-
tons of Christendom. 1 do not do this
particularly for the edification anrd benerit
of the Samts: bul, as thereare probably
many now pri gentwhonever have had the
opportunity of  learning the difference
whicly- exists between the faith of t e
Latter-day Saints and that of other relig-
jois denominations, T presume that it
wonld be Iinterestinge to them to have some
of these things spoken ol on the present
oceasion.  We differ in our religious Tnith
and notions in some thiogs whieh I eéon-
eider to be of essential nporiance to the
salvation of the children of men: in some
points of our doctrine and faith we do
;1 differso much with religious people
gouerally as might be suppesed,
© to 'edn, then, we ‘believe in the exist-
ence ol a 3apreme Bioing, our heavenly
Father; we belicve also in the existenee of
nis Son Jesus Christ, as Lthe Savior of the
world, and that he, through the shedding
of his blood, has epened a way by whieh
the fallen suns and daughters of the ¢hil
dren of men may be saved. I believe that
almost  e¢very Christian  denomination
has the same views in regard to theatone-
ment of Chrigt, and that Lthey, ns well as
we, believe in the Father,. Son and Healy
Ghost. \Wealso believe that it is irmport--
ant and uecessary that all mankind shonld
repent of and forsake their ging, and that
they should Jorsake everything that is
contrary to the law of God and that is in
violation of bis institutions; everything
immoral and unholy that we have been in
the habit or practicing; that: we should
repent of these things, nwot inerely in
word but absolutely repent of and ‘put
- them away. I believe that all denomina-
tions who believe inChrist alse biclieve in

. ihe Father, and in his Son Jesus Christ,
and repentance and reformation are con-
cerned, there are few distinguishing char-
acteristies between us and the oulside
world. "We alsa belicve that it Is import«
ant for every person who wishes to ob-
tain the forgiveness of his gins to bebap-
tized in water—immersed—in ithe name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of ' the
Holy Ghost, for their remission. Iy
we differ with most of the religious world,
I believe that the scet which is geneérally
called Campbellites ‘believe in being bap-
tized in water for the-remission of sins.
The Church of England also believe in
baptisin for the remission of sins, but they
do not administer that ordinance by im-
mersion.. ‘We also believe that when a
person has repenfed, and has been bap-
' tized for the remission of his sins, by one
bhaving authority te administer this ordi-
‘nance, hls sins will be forgiven.. Not but
.. what the Lord has, in some instauces on
. record, forgiven the sins of parties before
baptism. ¢ have some account, in both
~arcient and medern limes, of the Lord
having done ‘this. ' The Prophet Joszeph
obtained a forgivencss of his sins, before
baptism, and also the gift of the Holy
Ghost; but tihe reason, probably, was
that there was no church that ha
organized after the ancient pattern at
the time he received the administration of
the n’nﬁ:ls, and there being no ‘minister
authorized to adminisier baptism and the
laying on of hands, the Lord in’ that in-
stance dispensed with the’ forms and or-
dinances regorded for that purpose in the
New Testament, and granted unto him
both these blessings—the forgiveness of
sins and the gift of the Heoly Ghost. Be-
fore he was baptized he transiatcd the
greater part of the Beok of Mormon by
the gift and power of the Holy Ghost,
throngh theaid ofthe Urim and Thummim.
We have an account of at least one in-|
stance, in ancient times, where the Holy .
Ghost was given before baptism, that is
the case of Cornelius. The Holy Ghost
was poured ont upon him, and upon bis
houschold, before they were baptized. It
was contrary to the ordinance, and the
form that had been laid down in the gos-
pel: but on that occasion it was evidently
given for a spceial purpose, namely, to
convinge the brethren who accompanied
Peter t> the place where Corneclins lived
that their traditions concerning the Gen-
tiles were incorrect; and to prove to them
that the Gentiles were heirs of salvatlion
as well as the Jews, the Lord condesecend-
ed, while Peter was speaking to Cornelins |
. ‘and his hounse, to bestow upon them the
- Holy Ghost, and they spake with tongues
and prophesied, before they were baptized.
When Peter saw that the Holy Ghost had
been bestowed upon them, Me turned to!

In this |

cftﬁen in

which would caunse joy und satisfaction
amcngihe Samariians.  But there was not
ane sonl of all those converis 'n Sawmaria,
neither man ner woman; who had reecived
the Holy Ghoet, they Lad only teléved in
Christand réceived the forzivendes of cins,
but none of thém wére as-yet ‘born of
the Spirit. When the Aposties .which
wereat Jeru<alem heard thatSamaria had
reccived the word ‘of God, which Philip
bhad preached unte them, they sent Peter
and John, and they came down ty Saina-
ria and knelt down and prayed for these
baptized Samaritans, that theéy micht re
ceive the Holy Ghost:**foras yet,” says the
Seriptare, “‘he had not fallen upon any of
Lhem, only they had been bhaptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus; and when they
hid prayed for them, they laid their hands
upun them and they reccived the Holy
tihost.”

Now they munst have received on that
r ccaslon, something that was powerful
and wiraculons, €0 much o tha! it mnade
itsell wanifezt even to bystanders. The
reason which 1 have for believing this is
in consequence of what Simon  Macus
¢ald and did on that oecasion. He ecame
tothe apostle Peter and offering money
to him, said—*‘Give me also this power,
that on whomsoiver I lay my hands he
uiay receive the Huly Ghost " e was
evidently convineed that there was a
power made manifest on that oeceasion,
and as he had been a goreerer, and had de-
lnded and deecived the people in former
times, and had evidently come into the
church with a corrupt heart, he no douhbt
wished to ohtain this increased power to
aid him in his future operations. But
Pefer answered—*“Lét thy money perish
with thee, I percelve that thy heart is not
right in the sight of God.” |

Here then was a sacred ordinance which
I wish to call your attention to, namely
the laying on of hands. ‘The Samaritans
had, no doubt, belicved as firmly as ever
persons could believe; they had repented r'T
as muchasany {\ersm:s could repent: they
had eomplied with the ordinavce of bap-

darkened in their winds.
that all there : ordinances, however simple
in their nature, are instituted of the Lord,

shout, then the walls were to fall ‘down.
Now, could not the Lord have done 1%
without golug through all that process?
Oh yes, but he did not sce'proper to do eo,
he wanted to try the faith of that people,
to see whether they wonld be obedient to
that which be required of them. When
they bad shown their faith by their works,
then the power of God was made mani-,
fest. It

Itis so in rclation to baptism.: When
we have shown that we have faith in God |
and in the ordinances and institutiors of
his kingd To b
Lhe principle of baptism by rendering obe-
dienc¢e thercto, we then ohtain the remis;
sion of our eins. When “we have- faith,
enough to have hinds: Jaid uvpoa us tor the
recep ion. of the Holy Ghost, after being
haptized, the Lord sées that we are gom-
plying with the institetions of his king-
domy and he is willing to bestow the bles-
ging of the Holy Ghoest. When we' have
faith enough to ¢o te the house of wor-
ship on the tirst day of the week and offer
up our sacrament tefore the Lord, accord-
ing to his commandments, weé witness he- |
fore him that we are willing to keep his
cowmandments; but when, withont ex-
cuse, we neglect this week after week, we
show that we are cdréless and indifferent,’
and the influence of the Holy Spirdt, which
we wounld' otherwise enjoy as Latter‘day
Scints, is withheld frow us. oy
Let none experimenl on this, Jet nol.at
ter day Saluts megleet to come to meeting,
when it is their privilege to do so, and also
negleet this divine ordinance, which the
Lord has instituted in commemoration of
the deathrand sufferings of his Son: for if
they continne to do thls without any .rea-
sonable excuse, they will soon beyin 1o be
Hence you see,

|

and if we have not faith sufficient to com-
ply with them, it proves that we have not
much faith in God. The apostle James
speaks upon the subjeet of fuith very
plainiy: he snys—**8how me thy faith
wjthont thy worlks, and [ will show thee
my faith by my woiks.” Faith without
wurks is dead, being aline. Mcn may
proicss ever so much Taith in Christ, but ir
they do not attend to the ordinances of
heaven, we know that their faith is a dead
faith, and will not obtiain the blessings
which the Lord has promised. We-will
pass on, however, In taking up the distin-
anishing characteristics, between the Lat-
ter-day Saints and other religions denomi-
«ations.  We shall, however, have to dwell,
bricfly on ‘the different points, for there
aFe many things whercin we differ.
When the baptized believer Las reecived
the giftand power of the Holy Ghest, thé:
question is What will be its wanifestations,
&e., aud how are we, as Latter-day Sdints,
10 know that we have recelyed the Holy
Ghost? This is a very important question -
for us to décide in our own minds. How
aré believers in Christ to' know' that they

pouring out of the Holy Ghost upon
them. How am'1 to know when the Holy.
Ghost is poured out upon me, or how are
you to know? We would not knowonly
by comparing with the Scriptures, or by
some 1evelation to our own minds, which

tism for the remission of gine, ard were
justified and tilled with great joy in econ-
sequence of the forgiveness of their sins:
but with all this, why did they not re-

——
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sent down . from heaven jas 4t was on
Cornelins?s - Because . there . were none
present on that occasion. that peeded
to be convineed, as in the case of the
hou: ehojd of Cornelius; no Jewish breth-
ren-there to forbid water< no onés there to}
have their traditions corrected, and conse-'

uently the Lord did not give a sien to
them. But when they were confirmed, he
gent upon them the Holy: Ghest through 1
the sacred ordinance of the laying on of
hands. ~That is as much an ordinance as

slance, suppose we should reccivea
that woul

ceive the Holy Ghost? Why was it not.|

om: when we prove onr helief in |

-

| whole ehurch, not only for these in the

are beclievers, such as;the Lord:. will ac-]
knowledge? They areto know it Iy, the

.

ing, Inasmuch as we wiil exereize falth in
bim, -t ;bestow Lhe gift of healing new as
he was In ancicot limes, This eccis to te
a kind of comumen gift, not limitéd alto

corided in thé Jast ebapter of Mark. Jesus!
said on that occasion, speaking lor his
Apostles—**Go ye into all the world :and
preach the gospel 1o every creature, he
that believes”—thatis every creature in all
tlie world who believes—*‘and is. baptized
shnll be saved, he that believeth not shall |
he damned. Aud these gigns shall follow
them that believe,” that is, cvery creature
in all the werld that beligves, ehowling that
the believers generally mizht have the gift
‘of healing, although, perhaps, to some it
is.‘given more fully ‘than it is to others.
‘.*Thesg signs shall follow them that bee
lieve, In my nawe  they shall ecgst out
devils, they shall speak with new togngues,
they shall take up serpents, and if they
drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt
them, they shall'fay hands on the tick and
they shall recover,

1t scems/ that the gifts here named are
general gifts; in*onded more or less for the

Ericathu:;d, but forthose out of the priest-
oud, Tfor males a d for females, ™ ¥Far in-
stance, childﬁun are ul'tieu takeu sick, a_hnd‘:
it is the privilege of Jhicir parents, whether
they 1111?‘::. lh:]ﬁrieathlﬁhﬂ or_not, by virthe
of this promise, to lay their hands on
their sick children, and ‘ask the Lord, in
the name of Jesus, to heal them. Sup-

f

ily, is absent, has the mother the right to
lay her hands uponher sick child? We
sauy that, by viriune of this prowise which
| the Lord has made; she may Jay her
hancs upon her child or children and ask
God to teal it ar them.  How many scores
and scores of ¢ascs have there been in this
chureh, every year gince it was erganized,
whére the parents, both brethren and gls-
‘ters, have had puwer over disease, thirough
the Spirit of God being poured out upon
them, and their children have been healed
through the laying on of their hands?
Here then, is another point wherein we
ditfer from the religious worlil, Go and
ask them, if they will ceme and visit a
sick person. **Oh yes,” says the minister,
“L will visit the sick.” When be arrives
the sick person or his friends request him
to pray. That is all right and in aceord-
ance with the gospel. They kneel down

lJook'In mercy upon the sick person, and,
ir it please him, heal and restore him.
But do they lay on hands or anoint with
cil as ‘the Seripuures direet? The Serip- |
tures say—*1f any oune among. you Js
eick, let him send. for the elders of the
church and Ig them pray for him"—it is
all right-to pray—*and let them anoint the
gick in ‘the name of the Lord.” Now,
when they do 1his they are complyiug
with the requisitions of the gospel of the
Son of God, and why not follew this ordi-
nance of laying on of hands on the sick,
and anocinting them with oil, jaust as well
as following the prayingpart? No wouder
that theéy do not baye power over sickness
and disease; for they only attend to half
their duties—they pray but neglect the
other part.  Inquires one, *“Can not the
Lord liear prayer and heal the sick just as
well without laying en of hands:and
anointing with oil! as with?"? Ile could
bave thrown down the walls of Jericho
without the childrem of Is

would ‘give us this knowledge. For in-
cive a spirit |
cause us to fall down on the
round, or ¢anee us to be cramped up into:
au ill kind of a shape, or that would lake
away our strengh and all our memory and
anderstanding, should we not know at
once that no such spirit was acceptable in
the sight of God? and, after rending abont
the gifts of the Holy Ghost fo man, should
we not know, that it does not operate
thus? When the Holy Ghott rests upon
the servanis’ and handmiaidens ' of the
Lord, it impaite a variety of gifts, not'all
to one man, and not the same to every in-
dividual: but it gives to one; one gift, and |
to another, another. For Instance it gives|

‘baptism, SE4 |
.Here then is oncinstance wherein we dif-
fer from the main portions of the relicious |
world. Itis true the Church of England
practices confirmalion—they lay hands
upon thosewho are sprinkled; but we have
no aceount of the giffs following this ad-
ministration among the members of that
chureh, such as the gift of tongues, heal-
g and the various gifts of t euhpirit.
They are withheld. We differ then from
the ontside religions world in this one or-
dinance. No personcomes into this'ehnrch
and is acknowledgcd to be in fall fellow:
ship as a member of the chureh, unless
one or more of the servants of God have
administered the sacred ordinanee of ine
laying on of hands expressly for the bap-
tism of fire and the Holy Ghost. I donot
know why it was that the Lord established
this ordinance, He scems to have, in all
ages, bestowed Llessings upon the child sen
of men through simple ordinanecs, and he
ecldom gave blesgings, unless those ordi-
nances were complicd with.  When the
angel came to Cornelius and told him that |
his prayers and his alins had ascended up
before God as & memorial, ke did not sce
Erurper on that occasion to tell exacily what
¢ should do in order t6 be saved: but he
told him to send for Peter,'and he would
tell him words whereby he and his house
should be saved. ' Comelius had faith
engugh in that angel to actually send for
Peter. There was something required on
Lhe part of Cornelius to munifest Lis faith
before God, There was something requir-
ed of the children of 'Israel when they
were 10 take the City of Jericho. It would
have been an easy malter for God to have
thrown: dowa the wr!  of Jericho inan
instant without mal . ..y requirement
of tlie children of Isru. ; but hedetermined
to try their faith, so ticy were command-
ed to pass round the walls .7 the ¢'ty onee

—_

the Jewish brethren, and said *““Who
can forbld water that these £hould be
baptized, seeing they bhave rcceived th
Holy Ghost as well as we!”?

e | day they were to go round the wealls of the

'a day for seven cuys, and on each day
when they e¢ncompassed the walls they
were to blow rams’ horns. On \he seventh

to some the gilt .of wisdom, Now, what |
is it to rceeive the word of wisdom?
When a person reeelves,’ by the power of
the Holy Ghost, the word or gilt of wis-
dom, he receives revelation. Ierein; then,
is another pointin which we, diier from
the relizious wopld gencrally. ;. They do
not believe in anx later revelation than the
New Testament, that 15, they did not when
this ehureh arosgg’ it of late years, since
the rise ‘of tlis ehtireh, many of them
have begnu to beligve In revelation later
than the New Testament.

When the Holy Ghost falls upon sowme
it gives them the word of wisdom, that is,
it lmparts to thewm an understancding of
things that are wise. The Spirit may
whisper,. “If 18 wise for you to do’ this
thing,” “4t is wise for you to dd that
thing," *“it is wise for you 1o take sucha
course, 'and tode thusand so0.” This is |
what might be termed tlie word of wis-
dom. A person may bhave great wisdom

-and yet net have much knewledge; heanay |

have greatwisdom given by  revelation to
know how to cxcreise that degree. of
knowledge which he may bein possession
of. Then again there-are others who may
reeeive ‘the gift of knowledge from God
anct yeb they may have very little wisdom:
and they domot know how to ‘turn. their
knowledge to the best advantage. Here is
the distinetion Lhen belween a revelation
whieh gives wisdom, and a revelalion which
gives knowledge.

To another is given, by the Spirit, the
gift of healing. * Some quay say that the
gift of healing was only intended for an-
cient times; to cstablish the gospel; that
the people in those days reeded some mir-
aculons Fu‘iﬂ:l‘ end evidence to convinee
them of the'trathof the gospel: but'l find
that the cift of healing was given for the
henelit of ‘all who had faith 1o be healed.
This was the way that the Lord adminiss
tered m ancienl limes, and there is just as
much necessity in our day that the sick
should be healed. as there was ecighteen

| times sickness will deprive anadult.person

around them, and blowing

but the Lord has a form, th o
comply with it and Jeave the event with
bim.. ‘It requires falthi on the part of the
‘fleck in order 40 be healed; they ought to
have faith as well as their friends. . When
an infant child Is sick, it, of course, is net
required fo exercise faith; but its parents
‘and friends can- exércise faith on its be-
half, as was done in ancient times. me-

of his senses, in that case his friends may
exercise faith for him., But where there 1s
no faith in God, as in the case of infauts,
his servants may prevail, and heal the

gether ton fow individnale, as we tind re- }

pose that the father, the head 6f the fam- | herevealed

| for it is absolut

Eiﬁgdm? d
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If I reccived a revelation telling me what
would be the best course for me to pursue
under €ertain eircumstances, should I not
know that it wae a reyelution from God? I
think I should know, just as wellas the
ancient prophets knew when they reecived
& revelntion, « IT I received knewledge by
revelation, concerning this, that or the
other thing or principle, would not that be
a Icsihiluu{ tome that I had rcecived the
Holy Ghost? "Again, if I was slek and af-
flicted and in great pain, and T sent for the
ciders of the chiiréh to come and pray for
me and to rebuke the disease which was
afflicting me; and,/in the name of Jesus,
command it to depart, and it was done,
‘wonld not this bea testimony unto me that
the Lord had heard the prayers of his ser-
vants, and that he had really and truly
veritied his promise? ' Certainly.

To another is given the g&f L of propheey,
or foretelling future ¢évents. Among the
ancicent Saints this was rogarded as a very
important gﬂl[,]‘;, much more €0 than the gift
of speaking i tongués, Paul, in address-
ing the Corinthians, says—'‘Seck earnestly
the best gifls, and forbid not to speak with
tonguces’’ &e. And again, he says, ‘‘Greater
Is he that prophesies than e that speak-
feh with tongues.” ~ Again, in the eam
chu?l.cr- he says—*‘Iow is it then, brcthe
ren’ T'a‘hpﬁ ye come togetlier, every one
of yon hath a psalm, hath a doefrine, hath
a nﬁm, haih a revclation, hath an imter-
prelation? Let the prophets speak, two
or three and the other judge. 1If anything
, Lo another that sitteth by, let
the first hold his peace . Yor ye may all
propheey one by ‘one, that all ‘may learn,
and all may he coniforted. ~And the spir-
,iLla ;I‘ }Pu prophets are snbject to the pro-
pacis.”™ | '
,‘llﬁm then wesce that the Saintsin an-
cient Umes prophesied by revelation. If
persons comie together in a religlous ca-
pacily, as this assembly has cené this
afternoon, and God should reveal to some
Fresmt. something pertaining to the future,
t is not neeessacy’ for them to rise up
while any other peison:is speaking, and
make confusion, but let all the prophets
who have any revelation, wait until the
person epeaking gets through, and then
let them rise, one by one, and declare what
God has revealed tothem. This was the
wa(f the ancient Christians worshijiped,
and these were the gifts hy which they
were distingtiished from those who were

and the minjster prays that the Lord will | not Christians, and those alse were the

distinguishing charncleristies between the
general world of mankind and the real,
true-hearted Christians in auncient times.
Why not haye the same dstinguishin
characteristics now? Has God ever sal
that these gifts should'be unneccssary in
the chuareh? 1M s ]

We find a great many gifts bosides those
[ ‘have mentioned. The gift of tongues,
{he¢ interpretation. of tongucs, the discern-
Ing of spirits, and the be nlding of angels
were all given i ‘ancient times by the spir-
t, and the church possessing thani was
compared tothe body of Christ; and the
apostle Paul, in order toshow the necessity
of all these gills, when comparing them to
the body of & man, says, the whole system
I$ neceseary, lhe eye cannot say to the
hand “I have no need of you™ in {he body,
ely neeessary there: neither
ean the” head say to the feet I have no
need of you;” no, the feet are nceessary;

and even the most inperfeet, or simplest
memm ber aflﬁie huﬁm sym‘cq.uld not be
W

dispensed with without making & schism
inthe body. Says Paul, speaking to the
| chureh—*¥oun aré the body of Ch and.

members in particular, “God has sel in
churely, first apostl
after that, teachers,
speakers with tongues, interpreters o
tongues.”  All these different ones are
members of the” bofly of Christ. Now
bave we any right to say to the lowest of |
I ¢ members “We, have no need of you

the body?’ Supposing the teacher
shonld say to the speakerin
have no need of

longucs—“f
Lord ha

_ the
'8, second prophets,
workers of miracl

s-a-different kind of 4 body on the

sick, but this is not always the ease.” For
instance, as great 8 man as
person who had the gift of‘h
a degree that even hymtrylnf
chiel, or some little article from him to
those who were sick; devils would fige and
the sick would be healed, I gay that as
great a man as he, wasobliged on & cértain
occasion to leave one of ‘his fellow laborers
in the ministry sick at Miletus.' Why?
Becanse he had not faith. ' People may
sometimes have faith, and. at other times
they donot exercise it; sometimes people
arc appointed mnto death, and in sneh
casés, the; administrations of the elders
are not likely to be effectual. ' IT believers.
could always exercise faith to be hmledﬁ
disease all the ancient saints might be liy-
ing now, cighteen hundred years afterthey
were born. But the Lord heals the sick
when it seems
us, inasmuch as we are not appointed unto
death, the privilege of calling upon his
pame, and of having the administrations
of his servants in our ‘behalf.  This has
Been pracliced ever since this chureh was
organized— forty<three - years sinee:  and
and if it had done ne good, if there had
been no healings in that time, do yousup-
pose the Latter-day Saints would continue
to be members of the church? No, the
charch 'would have quickly broken up, it
would not have lasted more than two or
three years if its ‘members had not found |
the promiscs verified, according to the word
of the Lord; but they have found that the
L.ord really does stretch forth his hand to
heal the sick, and that he does raise thém
up from the very point-ol death, and re-
store them, alimost instantly l;g{hheg;_lth and
strength. Knowing th'ﬁ.lto ﬁa e case, the
afilicted Saints huve faith in the ordinances
and they continue gcpdm;__%
and God tlesses thelr administrations.
Then, if I receivéd a &pirit' by whieh, in
the name of Jesus Christ, Iwvas enahled
to rcbake sickness, and that eickness was
rehuked, and the persons were raised up,
should I not haye reason to believe that"
had received that true spirit of the gospel,
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city seven times, and when they had com-

centurics ago; and the Lord Is junst as will-

-
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good unto him, and he gives |

‘r

for the Elders, ﬂ

¥ou, now in the body, the
-earth from what he had eighteen hundred

ul was, a j¥ears ago, and we do notneed yon ;mw,"ﬁ'f:‘

.Anu‘}vher 8ays to the interpreier of tongues
—“We have persons who have,studied all
these langung and we do ‘npt need &
person to interpret tongues, by hé%lrilﬁ |
now;: weean dispense with this priticiple.
from the body of Christ.” Anether min-
ister arises and he says to tho mnmbq
posseseing the gift of healing—We do |
not neeﬂ‘sul:!l a memberin the eharweh now,
we cando without it in the bodyy it is trug
it makes a Kind of a sehism in the bodyy
and it looks different from- what the New
Testamenl has taught: but weare enlights
ericd in this day, we are living in such a
blaze of gospel literty that we do not need
the same kind' 6f members now 4o coms
posé the body of Christ'as {hey did-in ane
eient days,” and he passes film by.~ The
worker of miraelos’ comes along and ane
other minister s«ys, *We haveno need of
you in the body;” the discerner of spirits
comes alonz and hesays—* I have beheld
spirite, I have secn-angels.” Says the
modern religionist—**"We have no 1ecd of
you new in ihe chureh, we are sufllciently
enlightencd to do withont you.” . An aposs
tiec comcs along and declares his mission |
and’ calling, and he is' prected ‘with the
castomary salutalion—*"We do nét nesd
apostles now. ‘God set those ofMecrs in
his church at first, but we can dispense
with themhow.” I say if you-can dis
pente with these ofllcers, what have you
left? SBays one—*‘“We have teachers Jeft.”
Well why de you not do away with the
office of teacher, have you mot the same
aiithority to do away with the ihember of
the body of Christ called a' ‘teaclier, that
you have to do away with the apostle, 1he
prophet, the pift of Lealing, the discerning
of ‘spiritsY “ ¥Yes, yoit huve 1hé same right

Jtodo away witlr one gilicer gs with ane

other .If you have only teachers Jeft, |
ask. Does :ithat. constitule the chureh of
God? XNo, for. you have done AaWAY with
the wost prominent” ofMicer, the apostis
the one first sct in the chureh, ‘which I8

 called the TToly Ghost? I certainly should.

like taking a mdn’s head from his body
and then saying “Live, live,” ]




