-Gas n:mmp(m_vi

60

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

lens thap five and five-eighths inches in
diameter; and

Third, provided, however, that any de-
lay caused. or time consumed by injunc-
tion, or any order of couri, or any un-
avoidableaccident or delay or malicious
interference, shall neither be counted nor
work a forfeitnre herein. '

Section 3—Sald Amerlcan Natural Gas
company or its assigns shall nse only the
best and most approved systemn ot pipe-
age for their mains and service pipes.

Hection 4—That this franchise shall
take effect, and the rights and privileges
therein granted and giver shall he ac-

uired whenever said American Natural

a8 company shall have laid its gas mains
or pipes, and conducted therein natural
or fuel gas in eoflicient quantities to jte
consumers to and within the limits of
Balt Lake City; Provided, howaver, that
the provisions of this section shall not
binder or prohibit said American Natural
ut any timne aftar the pass-
uyge of this ordinance, from entering upon
said ntreeis. avenues and alleys, and lay-
ing and constructing therein said gas
mains and pipes as hereinhefore provided
in this ordinance.

Bection 5—~This ordinaunce shall taks
etfect from it passuge.

Committee vn klreets,

IHE VAN HUUTEN CHARGES,

In regard to the charges preferred
againet Buperintendent Van Houten
by the grand jury, the committee on
sewerage made the following report:

To the Honorable the Mayor and CiLy
Council:

Gentlemen-—Your committee on sew-
arage, L0 whom wan assigned the duty of
investigating the alleged irregularities in
the management and conduct of the
sewer department of this city, beg leave
to report that, with the intention of mak-
ing our investigation as searching and
thorough as possible, we bave examined
all auch witnesses as we had any resson
or inforination to believe would throw
any light upon the suhject of our Inquiry.
We have held six meetings and have
personally examined, under oath, the
following named witnesses: Peter Van
HBoulen, superintendent of sewer con-
atruction; Maessrs, (Giles, Dull and Ma-
loney, who have served us foremen and
timekeepera in the sewer department
during Mr. Van Howmien's superintend-
ency; Thomas Van Houten, leamster;
Aunditor Hoayg, and Mr. James O, Me-
Cutchen, formerly an emplo}e in the
sewer depariment and the person wh
made the affidavit charging thal1 Mr, Van
Houten had retained his sob npoy the
pry roll for a period of four or five
months during the present year while the
lutter was working for Lis father in
Awerican Fork canyon. We have also
examined the hcoke and vouchers in the
oflices of Mr.Van Houtenand the auditor.
Wae find that for a large part of the timne
during Mr. VanHoulen’s mcuomheucy
two teame have been employed by the
department to hsul pipe and cement. to
fill in, to remove waste earth and in the
flushing of the sewer pipes; that both of
the teams were the property of Mr. Van-
Houten, one of thein being usoally driven
l‘:‘y Thomas VanHouten, n son of Mr.

anHoulen, and .bhe other by a young
maD named William Dull. These teams
were carried on the time books and pay
rolls as ‘*team,” or William Dull, or
‘Phomas VanHouten, *“teamsiar,’’ and the
compensalion allowed was the suiln of
$3.50 per day for each teamn and driver,
Young Vanllou en was driving during
the earlier part of the year, hui abou
June 14, wentto work at his father's mine
in American Fork canyon, where he
continued wutil the middle of Novemnber,
at which time he returned o thecity. He
had never rigned a puy roll previousto his

_depurture fur 1he mine as sbove stuted,

his name having been signed in each in-
stance by his father. After his depar-
lure the team continved in the service
of the city and the roll was signed hy the
father as before, on each pay roll between
June 14 and November 14, and the
compensation aliowed 10 the team was
durlng thiat period as before, the sum ot
$3.50 per day. Inasmuch as some other
emploves of the city were during that
period taken (rom other work and pur lo
driving, it appeared that Mr. Van Houten
was charging the city for a team and
driver, and receiving pay therefor, while,
asa matter of fact, the city was furnish-
ing and paying the driver. Prima fucie,
the case looked very untavorahle to Mr.
Houten. The explanation offered hy
him and susizined! we belisve by hin
hooks, is that he deslred to continue the
ieain in the name of his son, since it was
designed to re-employ the laster on his
return to the city; that while it is true
1hat he carried the team on the rolle at
$3.50 per day, yelL it is also true that the
apparant overcharge in the rate per diem
had been equalized by reducing the nuin-
her of days for which compensation had
been allowed. ]

The fol'owing table, covering the per-
ind of the son’s absence. will indicate
Mr. Van Houten’s meihod of adjusting
Lthe matier from time to time:
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11 therefore appears that the amount
paid wus substunimlly the amnount earned.
The question is, therefore, were the rolls
correct and unchanged and was the title
correctly taken. '

These ralis were signed on the several
dates given; they bear no evidence of
having been correcled hy orassure; the
time worked hy the foreman of the gang
In which the team worked was a total of
ona bundred and thirty-four dave as
apainst one hyndred and thirieen tor the
Fteam, the time worked by the other term
wasone hundred and twenty-four and
one-half days ¢uring the same®period;
and the several Toremnen testifed<hat the
time books appeured to be unchanged
since Lhey lef. their bands, and that 1he
time there given was correct,

Your commitiee find- furiher that in
the month of Augusl of thin year Mr.
Van Houten purchased a8 mowing ma-
chine for the purpose of cutting weeds
and grass on Pioneer square at n cost of
$16, which he paid for with his own
money;this amount he subsequently re-
imbursed himself by eharging w suthcient
ouminber of extra days for his team Lo
cover the amount expended. Mr. Van
Houten's explunation of this transaction
is that in 1890 it cost the city $35 to cut the
grasd and weeds on the square, which he
considered was too much, and that when
the necessity recured this year he deter-
mined to do the work with one of the
teams regularly employed and 1o buy a
machine for 1he city that might be used
from yewr to year for like purposes. The
wOrk cost including machine, thia
year, as ugainst the amount xbove stated

tor 1890. The machine is now on the.
square io possession of the custodiap,
there, i

While your commitice must condermp
as extremely Irreguolar and improper thi
methods of procedure under which pay-
rolls are made to show a condition ol
things not existing, under which the time
paid for was different from the tiwne
rerved, and the rate of compensation ina
correct, and under which the head of s
devartment make a purchase with'
his own mone assimes Lo com.
pensate himself {)y crediting time not
served, ¥vet we expreas it as our nlnca%‘,
couelusion, from a contemplatlon of they
evidence, that Mr. Van Houten hag
neither defrauded, nor has endeavored
to defraud, the city of a single doliar,
While his methods of boockkeepicg has
opened his management of the depari-
ment Lo suspicion, yet, we feel in the
light of the facts, that suspicion is un.
founded, and that coupled with the gen-
sure of this committee for the irregularj-
tias named should he the expression of
its opinion that Mr. Van Houten has been
an honest official and in all other respects
than those mentioned, a0 far as has come
to the kpowledge of your vommittee,.
proven prudent and efficient In the dig-
charge of bis duties.

Adopted.

HE RESIGNED.

Officer Jeneen who was recently
charged with drunkenness while ooy
doty, sent lo u enmpsunication in
which he tendered his rerignation.:
Accepled,

“H18 SUCCESSOR.

The mayor reported that he had ap-
pointed Christian Lund as police offi-
cer to fill the vacancy caused by tb.‘e
reslgnation of Officer Jenseu. Com-
mittee on police.

POURDKEEPER AND WEIGIHMASTER.

An ordinance creating the oiflee of
city pouud keeper and welghmaste,
was read and | assed upder & suspen-
sion of the rules.

MATTOX APPCINTED.

Bpafford introduced a resclution ap.
potnling Jobn O. Mattox eity welgh™
maeter and pounkeeper. Adopted,

APPRUPRIATIONS.

The following apprepriations were

made:

W. N. Oook, Jadgment........cooueeen § Rea 15
Ekker claim. ....ovuuee e 3,520 O
Revinjion cowmiitec., 1,000 (&
JoP.DHNon, ceiiineees 13 33

——

“LIBERAL BOSSISM."

About ten o’elock last nlght Police-,
mun Welr arrested a Tribune reporter,
ot & charge ol druonkenunese and ter-;
roriziog cltizens by diecharsing hig
revolver in the vicinity of the Electr ¢
Light Hall.

The reporter made strong objections,
tut was compelled to accompuny the
vfficer to volice headquarters just the
same B8 Any other pesce uisturber.

Immediately vpon entering the mag-
shal's office the pollceman procesded
to search the newspaper man, prepara-
tory to making an inventory of his’
personsl effects. At this juncture,
Juidge Orlando W, Powers suddenly’
appeared on the scene. Hls prescucd
seeined to completely dempralize the
otficers in charwe, fur 1nstantly they
discontinued their exumination of the
accused, who, in buistervus languaye
‘demanded the riturn of hin guu. TbiE]
the officers refured to return to him."
Judge Powere appenred to assume cod-,




