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men in the East, describing the position
that we occupy and the influence we
have. . Their words are in direct fulfill-
ment, as far as we have gone, ol th_e
words of the prophets concerning this
people and our influence; and I know I
say that which I understand when I say
that §f this people would only listen to
and be governed by the wisdom that
God has given, by the intelligence that
He has bestowed, by the revelations
that He has given, we could begin now
to do that, in a small degree at least,
which has been predicted concerning us;
for it is admitted now that with our
mnion—of which we have got very little
now—but with the union that we bave
heen credited with having, with the in-
fluence that leading men have been
credited with baving among us in hold-
ing things level, in steadying things, we
can do an immense amount of good,and
perhaps he the saviors of this nation.
But a blindness has seemed to sieze our
people. It is one of the most astonish-

i things that I have ever
s:En in all my life, the spirit
that has  steze the  Latter-day
Saints. 1 know the Lord is overruhng

and controling everything for good, and
that He will teach us by experience.
But what I have feared is that we may
have to be scourged to get the experi-
ence. It would seem so, there is suci
—T[ would not likke to call it stupidity,
because that would seem offensive, but
there is a blindness that to mie is almost
incomprehensible. And otie thing that
is wonderful: only a lew years ago every
cffort was made that was possible by
Certain parties to take away Tom us our
votes and to leave us in the condition of
Chipamen and Indians. We should
have been stripped of the right to vote
il it had not been for the exertions that
we made and, the blessing of God upon
those exertions. There was a deter.
mination on the part ol a great many
people who are now in this Siate tostrip
the Latter-day Saints of their iranchise,
and you can wnagine what a condition
we would have been in then by looking
at the Chinamen. They have no rights
that a white man i8 bound to respect.
Has an Indiani any rights that white
men are bound to respect?  Why, they
are merely tolerated, and all that is
done for them is_that which would be
done for an animal. Men would not
abuse an animal, and they would not
abuse a Chinaman or an Indian-—that is
no rightly constituted man or woman
would. Butthere arelots of men that
would rob them, because they know
'Ihey are defenseless before the law.
They have no votes, they cannct make
themselves fell. Imagine the cundition
we Latter-day Saints would have been
in if this had occurred, and there is
anothing in the world prevented it but
the most extraordinary exertions on the
part of some of the Latter-day Salnts
and the blessing o! God upon those ex-
ertions. And yet, for scme time past,
the very men that were most aclive In
trying to bring about this dreadful con-
summation, are the mea that Latter-day
-Saints turn to, and listen to. and take
advice from, and are controiled by.
To me this 15 the most extraordinary
speciacle. [ remember very distinctly
the cendition we were in when we came
to these valleys, and for years after-
wards. President Young was the Presi-
dent of the Chureh. He was listened to
-as a man ot God. He had great influ-
ence among the people. They saw he

was a wise man, and that the Lord
blessed his counsels. His word went
through among the people, and as I said
to you yesterday morning, they aban-

doned all their homes again, because he
counseled it—ready to destroy them and
to go out into the wilderness and take
their fate there. And he had that
influence that the people all obeyed him
without hesitation. Today President
Woodrufl occupies the same position,
holds the same keys; but instead of
being listened to, are there not those
who almost shun him? Do, they not
look upon it as uniting church and’ state
and as almost criminal to listen to him
or to ask his counsel, as though it were
a violation of some rule ot propriety to
have anything to say to him about many
things concerming which, as a pioneer
and as one of the founders of the com-
comwealth, he might be supposed to
know a great deal? Now, this is not
what I expected would be the case fifty
years ago. | expected that the influence
of the Prophet of God, instead ot de-
creasing, would increase; that it would
spread, aod it would he telt all through
the land more and more. [ never
expected that it would decrease, I: got
a letter a week or two ago in ten days
Irom Liverpool. 1 got a message from
Liverpuol that came quicker than the
revolution of the earth-—that is.it reached
me betore it ieft Liverpool several hours
The Queen ol England used to have
chinldren and we would get the news of
their birth before they were born. We
can stand at the telephone and talk
great distances, and we have a pgreat
many wonders of this kind. You can
talk to a machine and you can put away
the roll, and months and years after.
wards, after the man bas died that
talked, you can put that roll or cylinder
in the machine, start it, and you can
niear his volce, although he may have
been dead years, and you can hear the
tones of his voice and that which he
said. You can also hear songs that
have been sung in distant lands years
ago, the singers now dead; and you can
hear music in the same way. Now, it I
had been told when we came to the
valley thal the time would come when I
could travel from New York-—as] did
last week—to Salt Lake City in a few
bours less than three days; that I could
receive a letter from Europe in len days;
that [ could receive news of events that
took place in Europe hours before the
time of tbeit occurence there;
that I could  Thear the voice
of the dead speaking the very things
that they said, the very songs that they
sang, the very music that was played, or
that I could stand at a little machine
and be heard miles away, and I could
hear the voices of others, and could dis.-
tinguish the tones of their voices and
tell who they were that were talking-——
it I had been lold all these things at that
tinie I shonld have said, *‘Yes, that is
the Millennjum, if those things ¢an be
done. They are so miraculous, that
must be the lime spoken ot by the
prophets; the Millennium must have
dawned upon us.?’ Then if I had been
told that which I see now concerning
the President of this Church, and the
influence he bas, the way our people
treat him, and the manner they go to
others for advice and counsel, and had
got a desoription or seen that which is

GOLDEN WEDDING.

HARRISVILLE, Webar ocounly,
Feb. 11, 1897, —0a Monday, Feb, 8th,
1897, was the three-score-and-len yenrs
fandmark of (Patrisron P. &, Taylor,
and also with it his goldeo wedding Lo
Ciara Liake Taylor. The event was
celebrated hy s jurge gatbering of his
tamily at hle resldence that day.

Hiis life’a chreer has heen & rematk.
ahle cne. He was botn In Keatucky,
Feb, Btu, 1827. His patents wate eatrly
identi0ed with the Church of Liatter.
day Salnte, and gathered with the
Balnts to Missouart, from which place,
on his birthday, Feh, 8tb, 1838, they
were driven from their homes and took
ap thejr line of mareu witn the SBalots
to Liiinofe. Oun this jonrney the father
died from expoture,leaving a wliowed
molber with fourieen childreo. ‘The
famlly were famillariy uacquainted
with the Prophet Joseph Bmith, and

on o©one occaslon when A& aleter
was quite dangerously sfiliocted,
upon importuning the Propbet
the latter sald he had not time

to come but sent his allk handkerchlef
wath Instructione to wipe the elck girl’s
tace witn §t and ehe wculd recover,
#hiolh promise wss verifled, The
widowe:l mother snd lamily Were
again driven from their hrme} and
sturted witk Lhe Pioneers fromn Nauvoo.
Coe subjeot of this suetch crossed the
Missour: riveron nis hirthday Feb.
8th, 1846, and settled in Kanesville,
[ows, at whioh placs, nne year later,
ne married Misas Clara Leke, These
two have traveled the fourney of life
toygether flity years to this nis eventiul
birtbuay., Beginning in very deatltute
clroumsaiances {fom the drivings they
nad undergooe, so0 much =0 that he
walked fifty miive to get employment
for which be got $3 per mouth
t> support bimeeif and wlife,
the fumlly eaved some means spnd
statted tneir weestern journey, arriving
iv Uian 1n 1850, aud since 1851 tnelr
nouw;e has heen identified with Harris-
ville. 1Here Elder Tayior has hecome
the father of thirty.six ohildren, tor
the raising Of whieh in honor, aad at
a llme when the ypuogest was of ripe
44, he underweut viding and sfHic-
tione; but he bue come out ot i sl
unscathed exeept slightly hroken
dowao in beslth from the perilous driv-
inge. Twenty-Hve of his twenty-six
#ving children are marrle), The
ceremony of them all being performed
socording to the eternsl order of marri«
age; the youngest girl, Miss Luoy
Auws, being married to Me, Joseph
dprecher in the Halt Liake Temple
yeslerday, Feh. 10, 21887, The youngest
D0y Who is of mature age may &.ou
iollow euit, Bro. Taylor’auvecendsots
now number over 261,804 he Is bigoly
sjatod that they wsre ull lovers of the
“‘waloch men upon tue towera of Zion,””
and are perfurmliog thelr pariin the
(00U Work, J
Lo all the vieciseitudes of his !life,

Bro. Tauylor bas gatuered arcud i him

quite n competaudy, §2 thal his family

ate well hgused and carsu for, witn A
wull fliled lurder Lo laal them {or yeats;
and be wished me to say that 1o ail bie
career there has never seen =a time
vut he baa supporied and uphbejd the
nanus of God?’s honored servaants, from
the Prophet Joseph to the present

now taking Ela_lace in our midst, I should
have said, “That is hell[”
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