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wentaen in the east describing the position
that we occupy and the influence we
have their words are in direct fulfil-
lment as far as we have gone of the
words of the prophets concerning this
people and our iuinfluencefluence and I1 know I1
ayty that which I1 understand when I1 sayzatthat itif this people would only listen to

andnd be governed by the wisdom that
god has given by the intelligence that
he has bestowed by the revelations
that he has ggivenriven we could begin now
tooto do that in a small dezreedegree at least
which has been predicted concerning us
for it is admitted now that with our
unionanion of which we have got very little

the union that havenowno but with we

been credited with having with the in-
fluence that leading men have been
Frcreditededited with having among us in hold-
ingang things level in steadying things we
canan do an immense amount of goodardgoogooddandand

be the saviors 0of this nation
but a blindness has seemed to bieze our
people it is one of the most astonish
ineing things that I1 have ever
seen in all my life the spirit
that has slewed the latter day
saints I1 know the lord is overruling
and controllingcont roling everything for good and
that he will teach us by experience
but what I1 have feared is that we may
have to be scourgedurged to get the experi-
enceence it would seem so there is such

1I would not like to call it stupidity
because that would seem offensive but
there is a blindness that to me is almost
incomprehensible and one thing that
Is wonderful only a few years ago every
giffort was made that was possible by
certain parties to take away from us our
votes and to leave us inin the condition olof

and indians we should
have been stripped of the right to vote
if it bad not been for the exertions that
we made and the blessing of god upon
those exertions there was a deter
miinitiationnation on the part otof a great many

who are now in this state to strip
ahe latter dayclay saints of their franchise
and you can imagine what a condition
we would have been in then by looking
at the they have no rights
that a whitemanwhite man is bound to respect
has an indian 1 any rights that white
men are bound to respect why they
are merely tolerated and all that is
done for them is that which would be
done for an animal men would not
abuse an animal and they would not
abuse a chinaman or an indian that is
no00 rightlyneatly constituted man or woman
would but there are lots otof men that
would rob them because they know
they are defenseless before the law
they have no votes they cannot make
themselves felt imagine the condition
we latter day saints would have been
inhl if this had occurred and there is
gothingJiothing in the world prevented it but
the most extraordinary exertions on the
part of some of the latter day saints
and the blessing ol01 god upon those ex
ertioosions and yet for some time past
the very men that were most active in
trying to bring about this dreadful con-
summation are the men that latter day
saints turn to and listen to and take
advice from and are controlled by
to me this is the most extraordinary
spectacle I1 remember very distinctly
the condition we were in when we came
to these valleys and for years after-
wards president young was the presi-
dent of the church he was listened to
as a mituman otof god he had great influ-
ence among the people they saw he

was a wise man and that the lord
blessed his counsels his word went
through among the people and as I1 said
to you yesterday morning they aban-
doned all their homes again because he
counseled it ready to destroy them and
to go out into the wilderness and take
their fate there and he had that
influence that the people all obeyed him
without hesitation today president
woodruff occupies the same position
holds the same keys but instead of
being listened to are there not those
who almost shun him do they not
look upon it as uniting church and state
and as almost criminal to listen to him
or to ask his counsel as though it were
a violation of some rule otof propriety to
have anything to say to him about many
things concerning which as a pioneer
and as one of the founders of the corncom
comwealth he might be supposed to
know a great deal now this is not
what I1 expected would be the case fifty
years ago I1 expected that the influence
of the prophet of god instead otof de-
creasing would increase that it would
spread and it would be feltaielt all through
the land more and more I1 never
expected that it would decrease 1I got
a letter a week or two ago in ten days
from liverpool I1 got a message from
liverpool that came quicker than the
revolution of the earth that is it reached
me before it left liverpool several hours
the queen of england used to have
children and we would get the news of
their birth before they were born we
can stand at the telephone and talk
great distances and we have a great
many wonders of this kind you can
talk to a machine and you can put away
the roll and months and years after-
wards after the man has died that
talked you can put that roll or cylinder
inin the machinemac iii start it and vou rancan
hear his voice although he may have
been dead years and you can hearbear the
tones of his voice and that which he
said you can also hear songs that
have been sung in distant lands years
ago the singers now dead and you can
hear music in the same way now it I1
had been told when we came to the
valley that the time would come when I1
could travel from new york as I1 did
last week to salt lake city in a few
hours less than three days that I1 could
receive a letter from europe in ten days
that I1 could receive news of events that
took place in europe hours before the
time of their occurrenceoccurence there
that I1 could hearbear the voice
of the dead speaking the very things
that they said the very songs that they
sang the very music that was played or
that I1 could stand at a little machine
and be heard miles away and I1 could
hear the voices oi01 others arid could dis-
tinguish the tones of their voices and
tell who they were that were talking
it I1 had been told all these things at that
time I1 should have said yes that is
the millennium if those things can be
done they are so miraculous that
must be the time spoken of by the
prophets the millennium must have
dawned upon us then if I1 had been
told that which I1 see now concerning
the president of this church and the
influence he hasha the way our people
treat him and the manner they go to
others for advice and counsel and had
got a description or seen that which is
now taking place in our midst I1 should
have said that is bellbelllI1

GOLDEN WEDDING

weber county
feb on monday feb seb
1897 was the three boore and tonten ynyears
landmark of patriarch PO taylor
and alsoalao with it hishi goldea wedding to
clara likelake taylor the event wa
celebrated by a large gathering of his
family at his residence that day

his lifes career hasbaa been a
able one he waswai born in kentucky
feb SO 1827 his parents were early
idenidentifiedtided with the church of latter
day saintaSaini and gathered with the
saints to missouriMiourl from which place
on hisbig birthday feb ab 18881838 theythe
were driven from their homes and toortook
up their line of marofa with wethe saints
to illinois on tate journey the father
died from a widowed
mother with fourteenfourfou feaoreen chilchildreddreo the
family were familiarly acquainted
with the prophet joseph smith andaaa
on one occasionoco ailon when a aletter
was bite dangerously afflicted
upon importuning the prophet
the latter said he had not time
to boome but sentbent hisbr silk handkerchiefjtbath to wipe abo iok gidgippaof i

faceace withwit a it and sheebe would rerecovercovert
which promise waswa verified tjitheso

widowed mother and family were
again driven from their larush me and
started witia the pioneers from nauvoo
roe subject of this neton crossed the

river on bignl birtbirthday fenfeb
alb 1846 and settled in
iowa at place one year later
tiebe married mime clara lake thom
twoiwo havebave traveled we journey of litolife
together fifty yearsyean to thisthi his ventraleventful
birthday beginning tola very
circumstances from the drdrivingivings they
had undergone so0 o much so0o that he
walked fifty milesmile to gotfet employment
for which hebe got SS8 per mouthmonth
t0 support himself and wifealfi
theshe family savedted someome means and

arted kneir western journey
lu utah in 1850 aud sinceanoe 1851
home basbaa been Idon tided with hards
villo here elderblaer taylor hasbaa become
theibe father of thirty six children torfor
the raringraising of which in honorbonor anda ad at
a time when thebe youageyou lagestit was of ftpripe
dgeage liehe underunderwentwout alding and taffita
timotio but he hagbas come out of atallit all
unscathedau except slightlylightly broken
joau in health from the perilous daiv
ingoinge twenty oveare of his twenty ix
iving children are martmartleamarrilejej the

ceremony of them all being performed
according to the eternal order of marri
abtK the youngestyoun geat girl miss lucy
AUN being married to mr joeph

in theibe salt lake temple
yesterday feb 10 1897 the youngest
doy who toie of mature age mayamay JOB
ollow suiteull bro baylordray lord
now number over be lais figuly
elated that woythey are all loverslover of the
watchmen upon tilethe towers ofoZizionoo J

and are performing their partpan in the
aou work I1

in all the of hlabis life
bro ban ahoua I1 him
quite a competency 9 that hlahis family
areaie well housed and oaredcared forforg wita a
well filled larder to last ahemhem foror years
and hebe wished me to sayeay that in all hisbis
career there hashaa never seenbeen a time
out hebe hasbaa supportedeup ported and upheld wethe

of goda honored servantsservaote from
the prophet joseph to the presentmat
authorities P aaI1


