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of the suitable holding

the size
-was named. When the first
public land act  was passed

there was wot 5,000,000 of people in
thie country; today there are 65,000, 000.
Under those laws the whole Western
territory haz been settled, and no man
has been heard to complain’that he
eould not ubtain more than 320 acres of
lapd. I do not mean to infer by auy
resolution that the membera of legis-
latures are dishonorable, I haves
great deal of faith in the honeaty of
members of legisiatures; but I also
have much confldence In the ahrewd-
ness of men who swarm around these
bodies for the purpose of getting some-
thing out of the public.

Look at the 8000 farms of this beauti-
ful Territory. Aeccording to the United
States ceneus they bave only an aver-
age of 27 ncres. Look at the Btate of
Cnlifornia, its great over grown farms
that are the blight of the Btate. Haa
they pursued the course of Utah the
1,000,000 population would have been
3,000,000. 1 Kknow of one man who
owns 258,000 acres. The State is
plastered over with giant land grants
of thjs moustroussort. 1 am in favor
of irrigzation, but not of having it
said by Cougress, ‘‘You are in favor
of small farms, of high improvement,
yet you want to remove all limitations
from !and holders.’> I hope you will
pauge and consider this, and if my
suggestion is notto your lking, muke
one that is.

A fter considerable debnte Mr. Estee’s
amendment was carried.

The Newland’s substitute was then
put and failed.

The resojutions as amended were
then read and adopted,

The committee of the whole reported,
And the congress adopted the firat re-
solution. i

Op a motion to strike out the sec-
ond resolution & vote by delegations
wag ordered, each delegation casting
thirty votes, The vole was as follows:

California, 22 ao, 8 yes; Colorado,
20 noj Idaho, 26 yes, 4 no; Kansas, 30
Yes; Monotan#, 30 yen; }iebraaka. 21
¥es, O no, Nevada, 22 yes, 3 no; New
Mexico, 30 no; Oregon, 25 no, 5 yes;
Bouth Dakots, 30 yes; Texas, 30 no;
Qtah, 30 ne; Washington, 3
"Wyoming, 30 yes. Total, 202 yes, 184
pno. The resolution to strike out pre-
valled. ; .

A motion was then put to strike out
the third resolution and carried with-

out division.
The resoiution which was adopted

reads:

Resolved, That this congressis In favor |
of granting in trust, upon such conditions
as shall serve the public interest, 1o the
States and territories needful of irriga-
tion, all 1ands Dow & part of the public
domain within such States and territories,
excepting mineral lauds, for the purpose
of developing irrigation, to render the
lands now arid fertilo and capable of sup-
porting a population,

Mr. Irich then propused na resolution
in behalf of Kansas, which after aome
amendment was adopted without de-
bate as follows:

Resolved, That it is justly due 1he set-
tlers of Montana, the Dakotas, Wyoming,
Nebraska, Colorado, Kansas and Ok a-
homa, who have paid into the United
States treasury mallions of dollara In the
purchase of these lands, and have ex-

that n‘;)ortion of the funds so paid be ex-
Eende in securing to such lands tbe
enefits of irrigation.

Hou. Platt Rogers of Colerado pro-
posed the following, which was eur-
ried:

Resolved, That it is the sense of this
convention that the committeo smeleotad
to propose and present to Congress the
memorinl of this conventlon respecting
public lands, should ask as a preliminary
10 the session of all the lands in the Ter-
ritories in accordance with the resolu-
tiens of tho conveution, a liberal grant to
said Territories and to ‘the States to he
formed thereirom of the public lands to
be devoted to public school purposes.

Mr. Goodwin offered the following
resolution:

Resolved, That this Congress heartily
ehdorse the irrigatlon work of the Agri-
cultural department of the national gov-
ernment in the collection and disscmina-
tion of information; especially its admi-
rable progress reports covering the wholo
field of irrigation development.

Mr. Milis insisted that a request for
further appropriations be added. The
amendment was made and the resolu-
tion passed.

A recess of lve minutes was taken
and after order was called, the follow-
ing commitltees weore reported from the
delegations:

COMMITTEE ON MEMORIAL,

California, C. C. Wright; Colorado,
Platt Rogers; Idaho, A. D. Foote;
Kansas, A. W, Btubbs; Montana, A.C.
Botkin, Nebraska, John H. Abbott;
New Mexico, D. H. Wenger; Oregon,
J. H, Hamilton; Bouth Dakota, J. H.
Bailey; Texas, Walter Gresham; Utah,
W. H. King; Wyoming, Frank Bond;
Nevada, C. W, Irish,

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

California, Ike Trumbo; Idaho, A.
W. Hagar; Kansas J. W. Gregory,;
Montana, W.A . Clark; Nebraska,John
Stephenson; New Mexico, W. H.Parr;
Oregon, J. B, Huntington; Bouth Da-
kota, J. H. Bailey; Texas, Morgan
Joner; Wyoming, Elwood Meade; Ne-
vada, Francis G. Newlands; Utah, W.
E. Bmythe.

On motion of Mr. Newlands, Gover-
nor Thomas was added to the commlit.
tee on memorial.

The question of going to Lehl, Provo
and Garfleld was called up by Mr.
Jones of Provo. Heveral members
were aA0Xions to go, hut wanted the
two fripa to be confined to one day,

Mr. Hollister, of Salt Liake, offered
as & compromise that the Garfield In-
vitation be accepted, and the other dia-
pensed with, e thought it would be
B very tedious and dusty lrip anyway.

The finalagreement was settled upon
to go to the Lehi sugar works and the
Provo woolen mills this morning at$s
o’clock, and returning take the train at
3:30 this afternoon for Garfield.

An invitation was also accepted
from Ogden to visit the Bear River
cannl on Baturday morning.

The congress then adjourped sine

a.

The California delegation met at the
Knputaford last night and declded to
I ndvige the California board of trade to
maintain a permanent exhibit of fruit
products in Balt Lake City.

‘The following letter aduressed to Mr.
Stepbens of the Choral society explains
itself:

Dear Sir—At the conclusion of the Trri- '

pended other millfons 10 fruitless at-
tempts to farm them without irrigation,
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found in its treasury an unused balance
of $25 which by vote of the delegation at
a megting beld in the Knutsford hotel we
ware directed to contributeto the treasur
of the Choral society with the compli‘:
ments of the California delegation.

M. M. EstgEg, Chairman,

J. W, Naxce, Secrotary,

MR. ASTOR AND HiS MONEY.

WILLIAM WALDORF ABTOR has sent
word to the eountry from which he re-
ceives A daily income of $28.000 that
its government and society are not to
his liking and that hereafter ha
wishes to be regarded usa citizen of
London. We know of no law but the
moral law of gratitude to interfere
with William Waldorf Astor or any
other American plutoerat in renounc-
ing allegiance to this country.

Bo far ns the person or genius of
thege men are concerned the country
would wever miss them. In
Mr. Aptor’s case particularly
is this true. We doubt If
from his entire life a wsingle act
could be cited from which liis country,
his State or his neightors have received
an iota of substantial benefit. The
best energies of his existence have
been spent in fAuttering about under
gilded chandaliets, among the gauzy
butterfiy denizens of New York, him-
self the gauziest of them =nll. Hia
business 18 that of & collector of rents.
There Is nothing In his business ex-
ist¢nce but rents.

It has been estimated that 3$23,-
000 pass  through his accounts
daily as npet proceeds, and it

is virtually an aggregate of the trib-
utes paid by producers in the way of
rents, and all of this ponderous income
which was not required to keep himself
and- family dressed and entertained
has gone for the purchase of more ten-
en ents that he might colleet more
rents. He pever was known to diapose
of & foot of land. It has bLeen a tradi-
tion in the family to buy everything in
sight that required no labor or risk to
make it valuable and to sell nothing.
This sort of an occupation has not
rendered the Astor family especially
valuable to this country for the good
it has derived or may derive
from their genius for making money.
But in the wealth they have mccu-
mulated it has some interest, and when
the head of the household declares that
he liag done with the United Btates
the people from whom he has achieve(i
his ¥ast riches are naturslly interested
in the question whether his money,
too, bag turned English. This country
can afford to pay a reasonable tribute
to its anglo-inaniacs to get rid of them,
hut it would not take mavy of the
$23.000-a-day eort to make thetax a
rather serious one for business,

But, to conclude the subject, there is
only one moral to be drawn from
Astor’®s announcement of removal
from America. It is, that property
that will ret#rn an income of $23,000 a
day is too much for anj.one man to he
allowed to poesess compatibly with the
general welfare.

Huinbaldt calculated the mean level
of North America to he 748 feet above
the sen. and he found that in 4,500,000
years the whole of North America
might be worn down to the sea level,




