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NOT A POLITICAL QUESTION.

H

than once when religious innova-
tions have come forth. History fre-
quently repeats itself, and it will not
do to say the “Mormons” must be
wrong because they are opposed by

| the whole “Christian” world. Why,

the “Christian” world to-day dare
not affirm some of the tenets which
only half a century ago were gene-
rally considered essential to salva-
tion. Where is the preacher in a
populous city who now has the cou-
rage, not to say the conviction, to
enunciate the doetrines of Jonat an

DISCLAIMING that the question in-
volved in the certificate business is

one of polities,' the Louisville Cour- | truth.

~ der-Journal says:

‘It is a question of public morali-
ty. It isa guestion of religion. It
is a question of civilization,  Either
the Mormons are right and the rest
of the Christian world is wrong, or
else the Christian world is right and
the Mormons are wrong.”

It is gingular that so astute and
able a uurnal}:}; 0?15 H;IE Hd}jobﬁr of the
- paper from W e above para-

graph is quoted, did no® see in writ- |
ing it that he piwed thesubject out-
side of the sphere.of national legisla-
tion which he aims to in.
voke. What has Congress to do
with questions of-religion? What
- part can the Government take in a

~ eoutroversy between the "'*'(L‘hriiat:i_a.r:nh

Edwards, whose wrilings were once
considered next in authority 'to
Holy Writ? |
Popularit "no ' eriterion of
The dogmas of one
t;ﬁe are often the heresies of
e next. This obtains in
other departments of thought and
credence besides theology., It 18 so
in medicine. It is so even in “sci-
ence,” which is oftén more positive
in its assertions and more settled in
its conclusions. than eveh religious
orthodoxy. Xvery reformer or in-
troducer of anything different to
that which has been held correct,
has to meet with the opposition of
the world, and generally to endure
the same kind of misrepresentation
as that dealt out so liberally to the
Latter-day Saints. So, though we
may have to meet the %u :
of the whole ‘“Christian” world, it
does not follow that we are in the
wrong nor, mark it, that either we

js

- world” and the “Mormons”? Nei-
ther branch of the Federal system
has jurisdiction of a “question of re-
ligion.” The. legislature .is not or-
ganized to enact laws touching reli-
gious affairs. The judiciary is not

appointed to interpret or rule up-
" on religious disputes or institutions.
And the executive department is
not authorized or empowered to do
anything for the suppression or en-
. couragement of religion in'any form,
orthodox or heterodox.

Neither are questions of: morali
made the special sabjects of national
statesmanship. If they are, why do
not our law.makers devote a portion
of theip time and talents to the cor-
rection and suppression of those gi-
gantic evils, whose existence and

disastrous effects are sopalpaple and

extended as to preclude all denial or
dispute? If Congress i8 required or
empowered to manage the morals of
a distant section of the country hav-
ing a legislative body of its own,how
much more is it under obligations to
purify the morals of the Distiict of
Columbia, over which it it has ex-
clusive jurisdiction.
The CourierJournal admits that
the subject is an open question, It
is, whether the “* Mormons™ are right
and the “Christian” world is wrong,
or the “Christian” world -is right
and the “Mormons” are wrong. It
is not then a ional ques-
tion. It belongs to the BPne[e oI
Po]amica. The “Mormons” and the
‘Christians”
tian” world l;n'nve that we are wrong,
and we will abandon our ‘position.
But we cannot be forced from
it by ' popular - clamorys+ nor
will eur faith, be moved by
Jegislative enactments or illegal and
unjust acts of executive officers. On
the contrary, when we see that val-
id argument and sound reasoning
cannot be brought te :mmemuut
us, but that our adversaries are com-
pelled to resort to palpable wrong in
order to reach us, we are eonfirmed
. 1n_our convictions and strengthened
_in our determination to struggle for
" what we believe to be right, |
Some self-suflicient and supercil-
ous “Christians’ may consider that
there is no gquestion . at issae; |
the “Mormons” are "not in agcord
with the ¢Christian” world they
must be wrong from-the very fact.
Bat if those self-satisfled persons re-
flect a little, they will find that on
many very ~i’mporta.nt subjects they
- fAre-hopelessly divided-among them-
“selves;, that  the differing factions
+. cannot all be ri%ht;-that it is possi-
~ ble they may all be wrong; that if
- they arée wrong on one p&in_(?' of eon-
troversy they may be on others;
and that while a subject s .a ques-

tion, a very small minority
may be im the right. The
numbers opposed to our views count

nothing with us in the argument,

The prophets and seers of old were |

derided and rejected by the multi-
tude; the learning, piety, wealth and
authority of the age when the Na-
gerene stood forth with a strauge
creed, as well as the voice of the un-
thinking populace ‘condemned him;
and put to death as a heretic, the
founder of the Christian religion

for it, ‘Let the “Chris- |

that if |

or our faith maust down before
the might of apparently over-
whelming numbers and influences.
| What has been, can be and may be
again. And it would be quite as
well for those who take it for grant-
ed that we are in the wrong, to ex-
amine into the system which has
obtained so firm.a hold upon. our
consciences and lives, and for which
we intend to struggle if needs e
unto the death. We notice that the
Courier-Journal, in its volcanic and

ty | splenetic eruptions, hurls epithets

against us entirely undeserved, and
that the whole tenor of its flery eb-
ullitions exhibits either a vile desire
fo falsify or woful ignorance of our
true belief and character. We pre-
fer to think the latter, and therefore
invite examination into our princi-
ples, that men who oppose us may
not be always fighting phantoms
under the fatuous impression that
they are demolishing ‘‘Mormons-
ism.”

And then, after all, will the Cou-
rier-Journal please inform us how a
religious question, even if decided
against the ‘*Mormons,”’ exonerates
a Federal official in breaking the
law and violating well known rules
affecting vital political issues? And
by what system of logic or what code
of ethics do the religlous e moral er-
rors of a community justify a
Governorin declaring “duly elected”
a candidate receiving a ridieulous
minority of votes?

— - —
HAULING MURRAY OVER
THE COALS., .

TaE Louisville Courier-Journdal is

shouting itself hoarseover polygamy
and several imaginary evils in Utah

[in thevain hope ‘of distracting at-

tention from the crime of Governor
Murray,of whose cause it is the soli-
tary influential champion. It is forc-

ed to confess that it is left alone in
the confllet, and says itself:

. ““The press of the mqntry.?ﬂe-
rally dissenis from the Courier-Jour-
nal’'s view of the Mormon ques-
Bona? (i 5 ) O 4341

The Pittsburg Post quotes from
Watterson’s paper in its attempted
det:I]a:ngia of Murrntf}r ?:.ind remarks:

“It is proper to drive out polyga-
my, but not by nagging ib-—%ou{?y
such petty and unwarranted perse-
cution as Governor Murray’s ac-
tion comprehends, but by direct,
steady blows. Usurpin wers to
exclude a congressman. _fairly elect-
ed is no way to treat a great ques-
tion.” | R R o

The Denver Figaro expresses it-
self on this quéestion  gs follows:

“Ithas Peen suggested that Gover-
nor Murray, in refusing.fo Mr. Can-
non, Delegate-elect to Congress from
Utah, a certificatey-on the ground
that he is a pulygamist, was a trifle
‘previous.” That, indsmuéh as four-

fths of the Gentile members of the
body are polygamisis also—or what
in ethics amounts to the same thing,

Lﬂgﬂniﬂm b

'cabinet is elsewhere, It serves fo
 bridge over the dull space

€8

assumed,
should stand by Murray

him in so doing, which it certainly
does not.” '

The eourse of the CourierJournal

in taking such 'an anti-Democratic

sition as it has assumed, is excit-
ng the ridicule of its contemporaries
of either party, and many of them
wonder what is the matter with
Watterson. On this query, the fol-
luwin%dispatch appeared in the New
York Times January 25th:

The Washington correspondent of
the Courier-Journal telegraphs the
views of Kentucky Congressmen on
the Cannon-Campbell controversy,
in'which they assert that Governor
Murray’s conduct was without pre-
cedenty entirely unnecessary, and

| outrageous. Messrs. Chalmers and

Young and some other southern
members are of the same opinion.
Governor Murray is now here, hav-
ing returned from the Chicago press
banquet with- Mr  Watterson. He
is dining with old {riends, and rarely
misses a chance to put in a sharp
criticism of the Mormons. Agent
L.eman, who affécts to know inside

facts, declares that the impression is|

would be settled on principles of
equity and justice, not on the honor
of the State from which Gov.Murray
went as a ‘Gentile stalwart,” to the
scene of 'his perilous labors. ' So,
while Utah is tranquil, even }'h -
matic Kentucky Is perturbed..eu
ville 1s fighting ‘the twin relic’ at
lmfgri ts will des lyg

f epithets wi troy polygamy,
that peculiar institution l:)ﬂmmai.
Certainly, no ordinary, or even ex-

traordinary, custom can long sus- |

tain itself without serious damage
under so furious a cannonading as
that which the Louisville Courier-
Journal directs. at the twin relic of
barbarism. The editor has suddenly
awakened to a lively sense of the
exceeding sinfulness of the sin of
the Mormons, and he demands that

reachers in the pulpi

v their firesides, and the people in |
their daily walks, shall rise up and
“deécree that the lewd epectacle
which makes a Jardin Mabille of an
American territory, which shocks,
even while it amuses, the passer-by,
which blots the glory of our setting
sun, «hall be obliterated, even

gaining ground that the new hostili-

ly against the Mormons is stimulat- | SW

ed by number of gentlemen in Utah
who are aware of the valuable miner-
al deposits in districts owned by the
Mormons and who are seeking to
drive them off, thus forcing their
prug)arty into the market thatit may
be bought-at a sacrifice, The zeal of
the CourierdJowrnal in defending
Governor Murray has strengthened
the impression, which even the pop-
ularity and character of the Gevern-
or has been unable foovercome. The
Louisville Post exposed the absurdi-
ty of Governor Murray’s ac-
tion in the Cannon case, tak-|
ing the ground that the gues-
fion was purely a legal ' one,
that under the Constitution Con-
eress alone had the right to judge of
the qualifications of its members,
has not parted with this right, and
that even the law limits the
of the Governor by providing that he
shall give the Gartigﬂr:te to the per-
son  having the highest number of
votes, etc. The PFost charges that
the Courier-Journal is either cor-
rupt or erazy,and owing to Murray’s

resence a large degree of discussion
is provoked by the controversy.”

On the basis of this telegram, the
New York 7Times has the following
spicy leader under the caption of

“Kentucky Against Utah:” = &

‘“‘Exactly why the population of
Louisville, Ky., should be divided
into two partieson the latest phase
of the Mormon question has not yet
been made elear, Neyertheless, this
seems to be the case. In the ab-
sence of any exciting political topic,
and while the spring races are too
far distant to in |
men, the propriety and expediency
of Gov. Murray’s action in giving
the certificate of election to Camp-
bell, who was not elected Delegate,.
rather than to Cannon, who ‘was|
elected, execites the Fmple' of ‘the
good city of Louisville. This is a|
more burning question in Kentucky |
than the composition of Garfield’s

which in-
tervenes between the presidential
election and the incoming of a new
administratiou. The Courier-Jowr-
nwl Jeads the van of what we may'|
call. the Campbellites, and the Post
ses the cause of the Cannonites. |
The first-named journal appeals to
the spublic with a frightful and
blood-curdling array  of adjectives,
and  the Post responds with sar-

power ) he certifica

me the minds of | the ,in.sti,
u

) minority ‘of

though it'  be through flre and
2. And to all this fine writ-
ing the local organ of the Cannon |

rty only responds with the remark
and fire is either corrupt or crazy.
To the mild-mannered pnnti-Cam

|

and women | sary, that the situation may

{ personal ; service is

hat the author of se much rhetoric|

met at Green River by Mr. 5. H.
Hill, of this ¢ity, who, in behalf of
Hon. Geo. Q. Cannon, served upon
him the neceSsary papers of notice
of contest for the seat in Congress of
Delegate from Utah. We under-
stand that the service was quite un-

| expected, so much so that it inter-

fered with Mr, Campbell’s appetite
for breakfast. He churlishly refused
to sign an ' acknowledgment of ser—
viee, a proceeding quite in accord-
ance with his whole course in this
matter, but the effect of which will
not be any assistance to his cause or

difficulty in the way of the .
gate eless. s o o

A little explanation here is

neces-
. ‘be cor-
rectly understood. Notice of contest
must be served within thirty days
after-the issuing of the certificate of
election. By a congressional rule
required. - As
the person to. whom the  fram-
dulent certificate was given by the
Governor was East, and ‘could not

| be found so. as to serve the papers

on bim there, they were forwarded
to Utah. But his house at Frisco
was closed and his attorney had
fﬂﬂ“ out of the way, so considerable
ngenuity had to be exercised in or-

P- | der to make servige in the  prescrib-

L]

bellite the glory of Kentucky and
the implied pledge to the gallant

young

are as noth
Louisville is excited. -
There are dark hints of a political
t being concealed beneath this-
urious and wholly unex tu-
mult in Kentucky. It is reported
that Governor Murray would to
be a member of Garfield’s cabinet,
and that, inspired by a desire to dis-
tinguish ~ himself, and possibly
prompted by some Ken
histopheles, he gave fo (
which he refused to
Cannon. ‘

entuckian; who accepted|and his
office as men gomd;uger and death, nt;e-,ﬁa
ing. Itis nowonder that | pretend to

et

1is done, he hastened |

ed manner; and  with

, in - the proper
time.

Whether the minerity man
?ﬂwl were keeping out of
' to aveid Bﬂl}ﬁﬁe we do not
plan has fa a8 we believe the
whole conspiracy will in good time,
and the churlish miner from *Frisco
will find other causes for loss of a
Eetite, beiore he gets through with
is nefarious attempt to rob the peo-
ple of Utah of their right to_repres-

lentation in Congress

Mr. Can ?bol I has been somewhat
ACCRRS ), f ganeml-qpo?ﬁﬂpegcs
truly, in the  well-known but dis-
reputable process vulgarly denomi-
nated “jumping.” Buf he will find

home, was taken in charge by the
editor of the Courier-Journal, and
now mlmégoawaita the reward of his
courage. Sooner or later, everything
in this happy lJand gets into politics.
But who would have thought that
fthe evi] practices of a communit
whose lewd spectacle, to quote the
burning words of our Louisville con-

Y | tion of title to another man’s

Itmuch‘mpre difficult to “jump” a
seat, in Congress than a mining
claim. His failurein the ?ee of the
iron claims in Iron &un Yy should
act as a warnipg to him in his pres-
ent attempt. His barefaced assump-

a L rh
ty in the South, for which lEa ?ns
had such a set-back in the courts, is

temporary, ‘‘blots the glory of our

setting sun,’” could have been used

to hoist a man into cabinet position?

(Commissioner I.e Duc, has fondly

hoped that garden seéds and tea

EBE might do as much for him.
u

build his airy fabrie of political pre-
ferment upon a single action. t
us think better of him. TLet us be-
girﬂﬂ

the Loulsyille editor to launch
thunderbolts’ of his wrath into the
distant city of the Mormons. ‘

But to quote from one of Secre

b it
s e g

not lobsters.” No amount of tirade
against the evils of polygamy and
the wickedness of _thﬂ'ﬁnrmﬂns” can
elect a man after the votes are cast.
and counted. We are prepared to
admit that Utah 1is the Jardin Ma-.
bille of the West, and that the mon-

I
ere is a man who is believed to |

lieve that only a holy rage against |

Evart’s good_ stories, ﬂamaaﬁtsﬂ'

only exceeded by the shameless part
he has taken in trying to cheat the
e m’s De;leiﬁattg-q]_&ch out 5f his
title to a sea e House of Repre-
‘sentatives, | Paqp”%e '
Of course it is well known_that in
the whole movement, Mr. Campbell
is little else than a figure hmd'.'fﬂ er
 brains concocted the plot 'nd carr
omb s detals, but he figured s the
responsible Er&on ; +His name Hhas
been givenm to the mqa?mjrand'his
money will.have to foot %he bill,
|ﬂgqu:ﬁlalil he Will find rather a long ac-
count before the end comes. ,.The
Governor stands as the crime-fainted
official who perpetrated the fraud
upon this Territory, but Mr. Camp-
| bell appears as the applieantfor the
position belonging to another, and as

the willing and eager l‘uﬁian'tfuf
‘0ld sayin

=

the stolen honors. The
about the receiver and thethie

strosities of that wretched territory
‘blot the gloryof our setting sun; and
thatfthe Mormon Church' is:simply
a brothel with'a sham 'Bible and a
tall steeple.” - Let wus concede this

. repu

might here find fitting - tion.
v wer———

If we ,h:.l an:;l idea
cared a jot for henor, the opinion of
just ‘men’ and -#&n,;;m' ‘his own
tationy 'we would ask him to
consider: the’ position. - He ‘knows

and much more which the Louisville
editor- ‘the Mormons;
butnone. of ' theseé things. can elect
Mr, (Ju.mpbel‘ls who had a very small

.all the voles vast ab the

easm, .Bayiuf,-amang other hard
things, that its competitor is ‘either
corrupt or erazy~’ |
‘The heat of this conflict is inex-
plicable only by the fact that Gov,
Murray is a Kentuckian, It must be
then, that Kentucky
s Tight or
wrong. Indeed, the CourierJour
nal, in one of itﬂlt;emndnus,duubla-
Jleaded, and highly voléaniec editorial
articles, says that when Governor'
Murray was -escorted. by his fellow
citizens to the railway  train which
was. to take him to Utah, “where
théy knew danger, piprhalt::s ‘death,
was to be faced, they meant,as Ken-
tuckians, tosay to a Kentuckian,
fWe are with you,” and they will be
with him to'the end of tf':
And these gallant Kentuckians, we
are further told, are proud that the
traditionsef the t ‘will live again
in ;. the person of this young Ken-
tuckian who can neither be bought

——

1

f is common sen<e, although it r

© war.” ‘4

late election. “The !gallant young
Kentuckian whohappens to be Gov-
ernor of Utah, gave the certificate of
election to Campbell because Cannon
isa gamist and is said to be un-
naturalized. It is the business of
the House of Representatives to de-
cide whether these are facts, and
whether  they are di lifications
for admission te the House. And
there is no law which gives to a de-
feated candidate for the place
from which the successful candidate
has been excluded by reason of hg
own personal disqualification. This

not wipe out “the blot which din
the glory of our setting sun,”” ./« !

“

An axul;ﬂmge slﬁyu: E‘Héafyw;tteﬂ
son .wanis , polygamy ‘l::ool aimed
out of elﬂﬂtanmf -This 1s the gal- !
Jant gentleman who ruled in the St.
Louis national eonvention that -_“nmr:

nor bullied.” This is the reason why
the seat of war has been transferred

1

Tmt. he 1s not the e¢hoice of the, peo-
P r,da.o@,Ulah‘; he, must, HW of
ordinary sense, perccive that he is
nﬁii.tltm clmiég;or thﬂ.'.;;lgbemrgl”. or
-anti-*Mormon? party, and that but
for his possession of money enough
to make a dishonorable fight, he is
not even the choicé of the insignifi-
cant mioority whose votes were
drummed up for him at the election.
He also knows full well that the
certificate business was'a frand. If
he ean reason from facts, the law in
the case and the generally expressed
opinion-of Jeading minds throughout
the country; he must foresee that
failure will be the final result of the
consp to which he has, lent
'{’ﬂ alf. | So that he will gain pei-
man would, eovef, nor: pecuniary
emolument. %ﬁi can he possibly
achieve? He can for atime. play
the distinguished role of the dog in
the manger,with this sole difference
that while he can eat 20 official hay
himself _and cannot long. keep out
the rightful claimant for .the  stall

int of order is in order when =
y has the floor.”

and ihe fodder, his canine” obstruo-
tion will cost him many ducats,
with nothing to show for the outlay.



